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Preface

One of the objects kept in view in this compilation has been to place before the

student as great a variety of style as in possible in a small volume like the present.

| have admitted on this ground, a few short extracts from the older poets, whose
quaint and now antiquated style is as superior to that of their modern successors in
vigour and raciness, as it is inferfor to it in elegance and refinement

| have also taken care that the matter should be equally varied, and should
enable the young student to form some idea of ancient as well as modern Hindu
thought and culture. The passage specially translated from the Mahabharata, Pandit
Iswar Chandra Vidyasagar's beautiful renderings from Kalidasa. Babu Bhudeb
Mukerjee's masterly studies of modern Bengali life, and Babu RajKrishna Mukerjee's
lucid expositions of the most advanced European thought in his singularly charming
style, will present the student with reading as varied as useful, and with instruction
which, although almost indispensably necessary to him, he cannot expect to obtain
from his English text-books. There are many who do not accept the views put
forward in some of these extracts, but it is impossible to find anything in Bengali
literature, or in any literature, to which all parties will subscribe. The best way of
training the minds of young men is not to restrict them to any particular groove of
thought. Among the results of education, scarcely anything is more valuable than
the capacity to consider questions that arise from different and even opposite points
of view.| have not therefore thoght it proper to confine the extracts to what will
meet with universal acceptance, to the exclusion of what will best benefit the student

A word about Grammar, Bengali Grammar is still in some respects in an
unsettled state. Purists insist on a rigid adherence to the rules of Sanskrit Grammar
in all cases to which they can be made applicable, while others contend that whatever
is sanctioned by the usage of the best writers is admissible In the present volume
| have allowed each writer to retain his own Grammar, confining my own duty as
Editor to correction of obvious errors and misprints.

I‘have admitted extracts from my own writings with some reluctance They had
a place in all previous selections; their exclusion now for the first ime would have

required some explanation, and | had none to offer.
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The student will probably find the present volume of selections more difficult

than any of its predecessors. But students who do not take the trouble of acquiring
a classical language must be prepared to give to their own vernacular, more time
and attention that they have hitherto done. They have hitherto enjoyed an unfair
advantage over those who take up a classical language, and they must not complain

now that the balance is sought to be redressed.
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Entrance Examination
1858
Tuesday, March 2nd Morning 10 to 11/2
Bengali
Examiner Pundit Eshwar Chunder Bidyasagur.
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Answer the following questions - .

a. AEe B AW TR RGN — IW T S Ay 2w WA
et otz R B4 1 b, @ el M R e fad— 2w e e
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2. Turn the following lines into prose -
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Answer the following questions -
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Z2A0E 351 | 2. TGN AATO 227 - @307 TGHIE (@F IFT? 3. 6
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Tuesday, March 2nd Afternoon 2 to 5'/2. Bengali.

Examiner, - Pundit Eshwar Chunder Bidyasagur.

1.Translate the following lines into English -
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frera 8¢

S starml SR frge 210 A See T 122! e 220, arel famra

22 A AT ||

2. Translate the following sentences in Bengali -

1. The air is really a heavy substance, although it seems to be so light.

2. Every day the sun rises in the sky until noon, and then descends again until

evening, when it sets entirely out of sight.

3. At night, after the sun has set, the surface of the earth sends back into the air

a great deal of the heat it had received during the day, and consequently then

becomes much colder than the air.

4. When solid substances are made intensely hot, they are changed into liquids.

If they are subjected to still higher degrees of heat, the liquid becomes vapour.

5. Man has within his throat a little instrument or organ, by means of which he

can produce sound whenever he pleases. This is called the organ by voice.
Examination Papers 1858. Bechelor of Arts

Tuesday, April 6th Morning 10 to 1‘/2 Bengali
Examiner, - Pundit Eshwar Chandra Bidyasagar.

Mohabharat
S e w2, e &) T, & T R Al
i SRS, &) wiram GeiAre, FEG ST WS |

frerfeanienpiki SICEERC L B SIS et fEgars & |
TR TS &, e 7o A, EcacRsecioniiel

s orafE, e Raz A, <@z SEE TS A |
fRizare fo3te o1, G o e, @< g Saie ||
T4 T AR, oz Q4R T, 5if W% @ TOH |
qifee 73 0, z A @ (e, SFC T 7R S
] A, wlGHEe T,  deE I AL |

“Afzrai e, AR T A, Gl Aled FAER |
o w4 @ e Aem al, e BfE oo |

NG ACE BT, ARWA5 IS, el TR (7 B 1|
51 v fial, Awgst s, afice e FirgEm |
T 43 T, oy o forat o, Sfeita e oEm |

o 3f AT, foree JpelE, 2 A9 O WA
T (e o, @ BeAre 4, fafdfeace 2 f oM 1|
Ay 4w 79 @, A A, @A AR 6 asa

QI ST T, vl Foanag, < @ R e



oWt

o

) e
©F §] TUAY, TEYE R w, 71 a9 fare wfe |

¥ © I@ To, SR & *7eare, H21€ A1 A1 @I Gl 1|
& @y e, v cofesfs, e & 37 R |
IR G I, e e I (72 S AW ||
MCETE WO @, AW WAS &, 7 e o |

41N 4R JTHS, T WY T, 3 sfaree srem 1)
are T fame, (RPIETCe FIERH, i B e |
o I 4 37, 7 ey Soppw, [T A i ||

mmw—amwmmﬂﬁm‘iwmmﬁsm
vﬁfﬂmﬁﬂmmﬁs?mﬁwmmwﬁcwoj%ﬂw
| 7|

R 7w o7 o - 3 Wl % wfw i)

R R, Reeww %, w07 e 7 Ao - @8 s S By
mﬁr@quﬁ.ma@mm,wmwwaﬁ@mmﬂﬁ
wwﬁmmmﬂﬁ?ﬁwawdmm?wﬁmﬂﬁvm
wﬁsmﬂwﬁawmmqmﬁswqmﬁaﬁcm?w
TR o7 W — 3R Y ¢ wiea e

= I, AT e, oum T R — O3 sy e
%w,mmﬁmmm?azsmmﬁwmviwqwﬁﬁm
AR G 7R |
ﬁwW~mmuﬂﬁ?aaw%@W?w@wm
mvgwaﬁm%ﬂ,wﬁ@%ﬁcwmﬂ?ﬁww’@m
m%rwafi,mﬁamzﬁm@ﬁawmaimwﬁm
mmgm?@ﬁamﬁmm?mqﬁmwfﬁ?
BT IJTT 47]S, AR @ - G i e qaETeE e 9%
i, .WW?W— €S 7 (@ e ARTeE @3
F1% Tz foatl - @ 7 “Foar’ gt o

79 f4r7, ayazr - % wierem oo fo

1 2 1 o v gy er - Tz e e g

X TG TS, ST [ Haellone - Tz el e 7wz wpmeliors o4 e i
22302 47 7 3 G VE #E AT 942w ue g o

13. @ oy oprafze, e cayifentas, e f wwe e - e,

< fatmmaa sz w1of 7, afam el |
w14 Bfefe e, Snea arme s, w9 o TE T - G Sl e

- A% i g —2efa 4% e e fory |

Rem 84

Pooroosh Parikhya
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Answer the following questions -

1. TR JTEANT SHA 2, — 229 9 ¢ Siesiy fr e

2. QI 4 ST AN R — @ T FAalg =ewm ol & <12

3. RS a1 oime el etarm w7z wAfet et 7o — 3z e e
Sieo 74 |

Tuesday April 6th Afternoon 2 to 5‘/2 Bengali
Examiner, - Pundit Eshwar Chandra Bidyasagar.
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Translate the following passage into Bengali -

"Having resided at Agra till there was no more to be learned, | travelled into

Persia, where | saw many remains of ancient magnificence, and observed many
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new accommodations of life. The Persians are a nation eminently social, and
their assemblies afforded me daily opportunities of remarking characters and
manners, and of tracing human nature through all its variations. From Persia, |
travelled through Syria, and for three years resided in Palestine, where |
conversed with great numbers of the Northern and Western nations of Europe;
the nations which are now in possession of all power and all knowledge, whose
armies are irresistible, and whose fleets command the remotest parts of the
globe. When | compared these men with the natives of our own kingdom, and
those that surround us, they appeared almost another order of beings. In their
countries it is difficult to wish for any thing that may not be obtained; a thousand
arts. of which we never heard, are continually labouring for their convenience
and pleasure; and whatever their own climate has denjed them, is supplied by

their commerce.’
24T ST} A @4, AT PofE (3520 W)

History of the Bengali Language and Literature. First Paper - First half
Examiner - Rai Bahadur Dr. Dinesh Chandra Sen, BA., D Litt. Unless otherwise
specified candidates may write their answers either in English or in their own
Vernaculars.

Only Three Questions to be attempted. The questions carry equal marks

1. Show how far our language and literature have been influenced by the
Islamite conguest.

2. Trace the gradual growth of the Bengali metres from the earliest times down
to the 18th Century

3. Give 2 brief account of the Yatras of the old school, with a critical review of
the works of some of the prominent Yatrawalas "

4. What are the striking literary features of the period dominated by the
nfluence of the court of Krishnachandra? Comment on their peculiar merits
and defects

5. Ciearly indicate the literary and religious evolution in Bengal brought about
by the Pouranik Renaissance

6. Give a critical estimate of the poems of Ramprasad, Alwaal, and Nidhu
Eabu

Second Half

Examiner - Dr. Abhay Kumar Guha, M.A., Ph.D. Unless otherwise specified,

candidates may write their answers either in English or in their own Vernaculars

e &b

Only three questioris to be attempted
The questions carry equal marks,

1. Give an estimate of the Vaishnava Theology propounded by Rama Ray to
Chaitanya as narrated in the Chaitanya Chartamrita.

2. Show the influnece of Chaitanya's life on the songs of some of the
Vaishnava Pada Kartas, particularly on Krishna Kamal Goswami, illustrating
your remarks by reference to his Divyanmada.

3. Give a critical estimate of any one of the following works -

(a) Chaitanya Charitamrita.
(b) Govinda Dasa's Karcha.
(c) Prema-Vilasa.

4. Give a fuil account of the post-Chaitanyic Vaishbava movement in Bengal,
with special reference io Sreenivasa, Narottama and Syamananda.

5. Give a comparative review of the lyrical song's of Vidyapati and Chandidasa,
illustrating your answer with quotations from each.

6. Mention some of the noteworthy incidents of Chaitanya's tour in the Deccan,
with special reference to the Muraris, Naroji, Barmukhi and Bhilpantha.

Old Texts Second Paper -First Half

Unless otherwise specified, canﬁidates may write their answers either in English
or in their own Vernacular. The answers to the two halves are to be written in
separate books.

Examiner - Rai Bahadur Dr. Dines Chandra Sen B.A., D.Litt.

Only three to be atempted. The questions are of equal value.

1. Explain with reference to the context and unfolding all allusions -
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2. Translate into English -
(a) T© TT SR ) = wife | e o2 ta yae avenga ||
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CHRRIGE A ~AfR SRR e 7 |
3. (a) Derive the words underlined in the above extracts and give geographical
notes in regard to the places mentioned therein.
(b) Prove and account for the extensive popularity of the Mainamati Songs
outside Bengal.
4. What historical glimpses of Bengal do you find in the Mainamati Songs in
respect of her social, religious and political conditions?

1

(a) Give all up-to-date information regarding Raja Govinda Chandra as a
historical character

(b) Discuss the various allegations made against Mainamati by her son, and
account for the great respect for her breathed in the poem inspite of
them
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