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To

Frau Dr. Annemarie Duttenhofer — Neuner
7241 HOPFAU Wiirthemberg. West Germany

From :

5, Pearl Road. Calcutta-17
Circus Avenue Post office
6.6.71
My Dearest annemarie,

I have nothing better than this Post Card, which please
forgive. At long last I got news from a professor, who walked
all they way from Dacca to Calcutta, that my boys are safe with
their mother at Dacca. But this is three weeks old. Meanwhile
the military regime is doing everything in its power to crush the
freedom-movement in East Bengal. The mother, Inspectress of
schools at Dacca is being pestered to open all schools she has.
But if girls refuse to attend what can she do ? And the boys, if
they want to go out and join the Freedom-fighters, how can she
stop them ?

Do please write to me as often as you can. Although I may
not be able to reply.

With the very best wishes.

Yours Syed.

PS:
Your Govt. has given us some money for which our heart has
no words.
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Presidency Medical Centre Pvt. Ltd.
55 Gariahat Road. Cal-19.
28.8.71
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139-F Dhanmondi Residential Area
Dacca. Phone : 317764 (mostly down)
Dated 22nd June 1973
i : AT,

This is in a hurry to know whether you have got the 2 (two)
copies of my brother’s autobiography which I sent to you
through Magan ( 91fq 7 7 ) before I left Calcutta at a very
short notice. Did you have the time to pass them on to Mr.
Sunil Ganguli ? No review has appeared so far. I wrote to Mr.
Ganguli but received no reply. Did he get it at all ? Are the
books still with you ? Will you be kind enough to pass them
on to Mr. Ganguli? You have not sent me a copy of your

Journal (Ffeqiq), 1) at least the one in which my contribution

was supposed to have been published. 2) Indeed I expect
Krittibas to be sent here regularly in as much as I am having
a friendly duel with the Modernists in Poetry. 3) Could you
please also send me that single page which actually contains
the whole poem of Pound, you translated in Desh !
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To
An
Herrn Ranjit Sengupta
Diplom — Volkswirt.
2, Hamburg 53, Ludersring 24, West Germany.
From : S. M. Ali
5 Pearl Road.
P.o. Circus Avenue
Cal-17. India.
14.3.73
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Q. O. K. Harindra, I'll ask you first one question which is a
most important question. You are living for so many years
and living in a very alert agile and nice way, living way,
what is your driving force behind your life ?

A. A life itself is nothing greater than the driving force of life.
‘What happened to most of us that we say we are tired of
life—it means life is tired of you when you say you are tired
of life. Lifeis the driving force that need not cease. I wrote
this— going to cease for a long time— yet to come the way
—1T am going on being driven rather kicked from behind
my life which takes me onward.

Q. Oh, it is very interesting. Life indeed is its Driving Force.
Harinda if I divided the entire age i.e. your living ageinto 3
broad sections in your youth, middle age and now. Now
everywhere did you find all your creative instincts, creative
faculties and creative activities, were remained the same as
did it change as the time went on ?

A. Well, I think for me even small. I can remember, ever since
I became conscious and that was when I was 8 yrs. old, I
began to write at that age. In fact, at the age of 9 or 10, I
do not remember quite that what that age was—but I know
when Khudiram was hanged —I write four terrible lines
which have been remembered by lots of people and Gokhale
saw it and he said “My God, that boy is genious” it gives
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me electric thrills. I think it will be nice for me to recite
those lines :

. Oh, sure.
. “When I am lifeless and upon the fire

My ashes will arise and sing in joy
It will proceed like music from the fire,
We would not, my Country, for this patriot boy
While we pass now, though I know
Captured we, I rise again and smash thy bond

and set thee free”.
I could feel from this how I had felt and at that age I felt
a fire unconsciously for my country, for my people without
my knowing what I was feeling. That particular strain in
me had gone on and on right through my manhood, my
youth, right through my middle age, through my old age,
even to-day. If I were called upon to come and lead some-
thing very big. I think with my physical condition — though
is getting a little poor—but I think I'll be able to master
up all the strength again for revolutionary. We are both
revolutionary —all of us are really. The only thing is we do
not know it, and to-day unfortunately we do not see people
who really love their country and they know nothing about
the soil, they know nothing about their country. I do not
think that they are wonderful meddle that we were right
throughout our life. I had not found very much changes as
far as my writings are concerned except of course I, well, I
have become very matured when I was young. I wrote
books, even Rabindranath—he had 6 of my books in his
possession. You read what he wrote in “Desh” about me,
and it was remarkable. How inspired I was by Rabindra-
nath | When I was young he was my guru really and I had
known him, he was very sweet to me, very kind to me and
tears come into my eyes when I think of the generosity
with which he accepted me as a brother-poet.
Harinda, you wanted to be revolutionary but do you think
there is any difference between a revolutionary and revolu-
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tion ?

A vast difference. I have been a rebel right through, i.e. a
very different thing. I hated injustice and grown disgusted
of grampian rule, detention and...and that is why I feel a
giant growing with love, in my lonesome road, My steps
were sure and they never weaved. Yes life of ours is suffo-
cated with half truths lying on everyside. How can you
love if you have not hated ? How can you live if you have
not died 2 That’s the rebel speaking, but a revolutionary
does not speak in a personal way. Revolutionary’s voice is
a voice of a combined effort to smash up chains— that is
the main thing about revolution but in India I am afraid
revolution comes very slow. I do not know when it will
come. It is very difficult to have a revolution in a vast
country like ours. But I am always trusting there be a
revolution, the inner revolution first then the outer.

. When you speak Harinda, I think in you a poet, a rebel is

speaking. I want to know whether in you a rebel is impor-
tant or a poet is important.

. Well, it is a very interesting question. Now when 1 see, for

instance a tree being cut down—1I rebel and that is poetry.
Because I am poet I rebel —my rebellion come out of a feel-
ing of hatred for anything that is ugly, anything that is
mean and unjust. My rebellion is that—I am a rebel poet.
When I say a rebel poet, I mean a poet that rebels against
any dirt, filth. I think there is no discrimination between a
true poet and a true rebel.

. Harinda your point of view, as you said about your early

youth, middle age and your present day —it is not changed
—it is almost same...

. Yes and even from the point of sex which is very important

thing. It has played a very important part in my life. In
fact I feel that without sex God himself could not mani-
pulate or manage his universe. He is enjoying himself all
the time through our sex and we have to keep it up. Since
youth I have been an almost oversexed man. When I say
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oversexed, I mean an intensity. When I sce anything, not
only. woman, when I sce curves and lines anywhere, when
1 see a crevice in a rock T feel it that's being a kind of
hymen being broken—1I can’t help thinking in those terms
and sex for me has meant something tremendous. In fact
it continues. You may be surprised to know that even un-
till to-day age has made very little difference to my inten-
sity of passion and the fulfilment of it.

Won’t you call it infatuation ?

. No I don’t think so. Of course there are the moments when

you have pure sex. In a sense that you have a kind of
enjoyment which is not of that of love. Tt is of pure pas-
sion. A passion is a beautiful thing. Infatuation comes
out of sub-conscious passion but I have really had sex on
some very rare occasions—when I have been all out in a
kind of warm, infinite really, really almost chaste love, a
kind of love that did not expect anything back but the
union was a union as if it was leading to a union with the
divine.

. Would you think that what Freud called —Sublimation of

libido, would you agree with Freud ?

. NoIdon’tatall. I do not agree with these intellectuals

who had not the depth. Of the word Hindu, for instance,
when I say Hindu I mean a certain consciousness not a sect
or something like that. We i.e. Indians—who are real
Indians (I am not talking of modern Indians—may be rare
cases) but we have been taught ever since our childhood to
look upon a life as a part of divinity, and I have done so.
I have been a mystic all my life. Now there is no Question
of sublimation of Libido. No. It is a Question of a straight,
honest, straight-forward, fulfilment which does not need
any kind of sublimation. It in itself is sublimation.
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. Very fine Question really.  There is a certain part of our

being which is entirely a bridal chamber in which certain
things take place and they are sccret.  They are not to be
exposcd to people who are inquisitive. And I am sure those
who are inquisitive would like to know this, what my love-
life has been, whether I had hidden anything ? T have
hidden very little. T am an open book and people know
exactly i. e. Harindranath or Harinda the great romantic.
The great who hides nothing. I have nothing to hide
because I have got nothing to be ashamed of. Why should
I hide anything ? Why should I hide the splendour of my
sex 2 Why should I hide the majesty of my outlook which
depends on the majesty of my inlook about things. Its a
tremendous thing to say.

. Can it be called a fixation also ?
. May be, you call it by any name. I do not believe in words.

I think words are the enemy of thought. Words are the
enemy of truth.

. But still you deal with words.
. We have to deal with words. In order to give hints to that

which we cannot express through poetry we just give little
hint to the consciousness of men who read and they get a
new feeling. They understand it beyond the words. We
use words, we have to.
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. Yes there is only one speech through which we could inter-

pret that which is uninterpretable i. e. stillness. I have
believed in stillness. I have valued it far more than all
speech. And the very fact that when I write or when I
speak in public T am able to create a peculiar vibration
which only hints the fact that I draw, or that I do from my
stillness which is not of mine, which is the stillness which
always I try to get at. I am always trying to get at stillness
but you know actually I am nobody to try to get at stillness.
Stillness is always trying to get us, to get atus. We do
not get it by chance but now-a-days—a specially different,
you will find me if you catch me in my home or anywhre
in my room, you will find that less and lesser words come
to me, more and more of the silence comes to me and this
is my only answer and I think poetry can never catch that
which it wants to catch. It is beyond it. Words are silly
things and yet very important things that poets without
words cannot be poets. But when a poet gradually begins
to go towards the stillness, he writes less and less, he is
scattered more and more. Wonderful beams and rays around
him which in themselves are the rhymes of the divine.
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. Actually any great expression is a Mantra. The moment

you say “Ah what a wonderful thing” —that word is a
mantra. What has it done ? It has definitely affected you.
The moment you read a great poem or great thought—it is
a mantra—only difference is the mantras we are used to—
have been written on expressed in a language which is the
language for Mantras— great mantras—in Sanskrit.

wata #ity fe 54, #freim owe cafd @l T 2y, s fie e
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My dear friend —again —what is colour ? Colour is a music
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that you hear with the eyes. What is movement ? Dancing
is a sculpture come to life, alive. Tt has come from some-
where. What is music ?—1It is colour seen with the ears and
so on. For me there is no difference between colour and
colourlessness, sound and silence, that way and I am always
thinking in terms of a wonderful fussion marriage of all
these that you enjoy with the eyes, with the ears, with the
nose you smell fragrance, everything is so interlinked. This
differentiation I do not accept and never accepted it.

. Now to you, all your sexual organs are very active. How

come that you, in your life time, once went to Pondicherry
and you know almost started practising Yoga—

. Not almost...yes I did.
. You did. How come this gradual transition or all of a

sudden you decided ? How it happened ? We would like to
know.

. No, I do not know why you make such compartmentalisa-

tion at all ?

. Because you know meditation or Yoga—it has definite ten-

dency of paralysing all your senses.

. No, I don’t believe so, No.
. Upanisad says so.
. No. It might say, my experience is perhaps different than

that of the Upanisad—1I tell you there is no question, con-
templation —meditation — the gathering in—what is medita-
tion ?—gathering in_of all the forces and the more you
gather, the more you are powerful.

I do not see any difference between contemplation and sex.
It is sex and its contemplation. In fact in the sexual act,
you can pour in contemplation. And it is all a question—
1 suppose—your own experience and individual, attitude,
behaviour and the acceptance on the part of your comrade,
rather mate also. Sometimes it is battle, sometimes they
can not respond to the higher element in sex. Sometimes
it is animal and that time you enjoy that part of your self
in an animal way. But actually contemplation makes it a
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wonderful phenomenon. I don’t think it does kill sex and
in fact I have put down this continuance of my sex.

Q. @2 ® Wi wfeweiy T 3w, @ & AiTaniaa @ 54, sig
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Q. O. K. Harinda, it is not yet clear that why you had gone to
Pondicherry ?

A. I did not go to find what I tell you how I went to Pondi-
cherry.

Q. We would like to know that.

A. It is very interesting. I had got into a very terrible crisis in
life. I mean domestic crisis. and I wanted to run away to
some place to forget all my agony. I took to drink, heavy
drink, and I went to Vellore which is very close to Pondi-
cherry and there the liquor bottles are very cheap, so I
drank, then somebody said ““Sir, what you want to do here ?
Why don’t you go to Pondicherry ?”

“Pondicherry ? What for ?”

“You know Sri Aurobindo.—"

“I know, how far is it 9

So, I just went. I do not know why I went. But I suppose
subconsciously I wanted to get out of that terrible mood.
That is why I went specially to try to get out of it. But
once I got into Pondicherry I found the atmosphere very
interesting for me, because it was very consoling for the
timebeing and I stayed on and became “Mouni”. I was
“Mouni” for four months and half to try out in a scientific
way and I tell you our ancestors were certainly not fool
when they talked of “Mouni”.

Q. Would you like to give us some of your experiences there
at Pondicherry ?

A. Tlike specially to give you the experience. I went through
specially one experience, my episode, unbclievable during
my period of silence. Period of silence does not mean that,
you keep silent and then you begin to write your questions,
and answers to questions. That is not silence — silence is a
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very deep phenomenon—a perennial stream that flows and
flows, glitters and gleams under moonlight, under sunilght
and it goes on and on—It’s most beautiful...Now during
this period I had an experience which was really wonderful
—one day I sat naturally alone, door opened —a friend of
mine came in, rather came to the door—opened the door
and suddenly said “I am sorry” shut the door and went
away. I asked him later on after I broke my silence—1I said
“my friend you came that day and you got startled —you
went out of the room—away from the door and shut it—
what did you see —what did you hear—what was it that
troubled you 2’ You know what he said ? “I saw you rise
above the ground” I said, “What ?”” ““Yes, you were rising
above the ground.”
It is nothing wonderful. Swami Vivekananda said that if
you do what I ask you to do for 21 days only, you will be
able to meditate...so...it is nothing wonderful. In fact I
know, I saw a great dancer Mizishki— Russian dancer, who
was called God of dance. I saw him do an item called the
‘Spring’ and that he comes just leaps into the air and stands
in the air and comes down in a circular movement or so
like. He did not know why and how ? Some way same what
I experienced. It is a grand experience. No exaggaration at
all. No need to exaggarate. Then I found of course other
things happening. I wrote 27 vols. of very big poetry. In the
course of 1 year and 8 months. 27 Vols, every line of which
Aurobindo had read and commented on, One poem he read
he said “I am looking at the poem as though I had written
it, because I wanted very much to write thingslikeit”. Thad
many such great experience. There is no doubt aboutit, that
going within given you certain sights, certain vision, almost
a global vision—you cease to see sky on the above of your
own country—you cease to see,—is the belong only to your
people—you begin to see through the eyes of the world. .
Q. In Pondicherry ashram did you find anything which you did
not like very much.
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Very good question. Towards the end specially —little envy,
little jealousy. It was amazing thing that in an atmosphere
of such a beautiful withinness there could be so much ugly
outerness. Yes, I did find a lot of discrepancies, but I did
not take any noticc of them until one day I actually had to
leave Pondicherry.

. What was the incident —may we know ?
- Well, people tried to...They were little jealous, I suppose.

Mother of the ashram said “Oh he is getting on like a house
on fire” and I do not think people...Dilip Kumar was at
that time there and he used to write...letter to mother —he
loves this etc. various things. He was a very sweet man.

. You mean Dilip Roy !
. T am talking of Dilip Roy I think there was a kind of feel-

ing of embarrasment on his part, because he had gone there
much earlier than I had, and he stayed on for sometimes
and even he left later on.

- Would you please give your encounter with Dilip Roy ?
- No, nothing to have an encounter. Dilip, Subhas Bose, and

one Chattopadhyay and myself were four who used to walk
together everyday in Cambridge. We were working every-
day, I know Dilip very well indeed, very intimately and even
Subhas babu I knew very very well. So that way there was

no encounter. I used to understand his nature very well
very much.

. oRYIE FE fog 9w |
- Well, it is hardly possible to recall anything in a very short

way. He was at Cambridge. He was a very silent man. He
pardly spoke. When we were walking we did all the talk-
ing, be hardly talked. He only heard. He struck me as be-
ing a man who had already contemplating very big plans
that time and he said very little and I could feel he was a
mighty fellow, mighty fellow, mighty giant which he became
—of course he always was, and which he became known as
later on. That all about I can say he was one of the grea-
test—most powerful —most sincere nationalist—one of the
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most certain ways. 1 do not know whether he has appe-

ared...

. Harinda, you mentioned little while ago about a peom

which was read by Aurobindo and he said “I feel almost T
had written it.”  Would you like to recite that poem ?

. T have not remembered it. Its too bigger a thing and I do

not remember words of it, but remember the meter of it.
You know as Aurobindo mentioned —as if he had written
it | He used to write comments on every line of mine, I
have got all his letters.

. Recently I had a chance to read your manuscript called...

(=i cat g 1) | Was it written at that stage ?

No, No it was written in Bombay later. In fact I didn’t need
to be in ashram to write deep things. Because I have within
myself an ashram, really I have. I talk like asif I am very
impersonal. In fact sometimes when I walk I feel I am no
more human being. I am just an ashram just a...place in
myself, and there I have written these poems.

. Well Harinda, I would like to ask you another question

which is very very important about when you say that you
had passed the stage of “Mouni”. You know silence period.
After that I do not know how to associate you with the
political field of India. A man from extreme silence stage
comes to politics and becomes member of Parliament—
which is something astonishing to me—would you tell me
the relevance ?

. No question of relevance. After all man is an actor through-

out his life. When I say actor, I do not mean stage actor,
but a man through which, through whom, things are enacted
and after being Mouni, after coming from ashram and just
as for instance after coming back from Cambridge from
London—I came back because there was a call of the
country—1I came back. Things like that, so I have never
failed to hear my country called me—never failed. And
whatever I could do, I did impersonally while retaining in
me all that I tried to achieve during my silent days. I do
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not think it is impersonal and contradiction at all for you
to come out of silence and go into the politics.

. Why didn’t you join politics early ?

Actually I had always been a politician in my own humble
way. Whenever there was any youth demonstrations I was
with them, even— very recently young people come to me—
saying “Dada please lead” but I am not a young man, yet.
“Oh dada you are the youngest of us all”. I think like
that 1 always wanted to do something in order to better the
outer conditions of our country wherever possible, all the
time retaining, mind you, retaining my inner life which I
have retained without which I could not live.

. Would you like to comment on your association with some

of the reputed politicians when you were in Parliament.
We perhaps do not want to know their personal behaviour
and all that, but the way you want to see their contributions
on the way they played their part in Indian Politics.

. I was fortunate enough and way to know numerous politi-

cians. When Nehru was there, S. P. Mukherjee, Meghnad
Saha, my great nephew —brilliant scholar Dr. J. Surya was
there and numbers of very wonderful people. Now I am
afraid, Parliament has very little to show. I don’t think it
has anything much to show but that calibre at that time,
one speaker as great as another that was a remarkable
period when I could see the various types of approach to
Politics. By the way, from my point of view Shyamaprasad
Mukherjee perhaps the greatest orator I have ever heard in
my life. T have heard so many in my life real great orators,
but I don’t think there was anyone greater than S. P.
Mukherjee, especially when he talked on the occassion of
preventive detention act. It was a tremendous speech he
made for an hour and half spellbound the audience. And
Nehru—very charming prince—really a prince charming I
call him—he was rather mixed up in his politics—I think
duce to weakness, due to personal reasons too, sometimes
he could be influenced by people, But he was a charming
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man. We all loved him very much. When he got upset he
used to froth at the mouth so angryly, he could not contain
himself. I remember on one occassion Meghnad Saha was
talking about things and Nehru got wild and he erupted and
said “The honourable member has not got...intelligence”,
In reply I shouted “is intelligence the private property of
Prime Minister ? Shut-up and sit down”. And they won-
dered Harindranath the poet fighting this way ? Afterwards
they asked me “how did you manage ?” 1 said “you people
are cowards—you can’t talk—we talk straight—we don’t
care and in parliament you could talk in any case”.

Nehru was a remarkably beautiful soul. Once I met
him at Pondicherry and I said “Jawarlalbhai ! I wish you
would have become an artist ? not politician, you would
have written fine things”. He said “Oh Harin I am trying
to make my whole life an art”. Whatever he might meant,
but I think at times he was very lonesome, Shyamaprasad
was very much dreaded by Nehru I think. So after his
death, I don’t know what exactly had happened—we got
up to demand an enquiry into Shyamaprasad’s death. But
it never came. So these things I have seen. There was
Lalbahadur Sastri by the way—very charming simple man.,
very truthful, and lots of people were there. I can’t des-
cribe them that way in detail. All that I know there was
uneven thinking power. There were dishonest once too.
There is no question about it.

. You got away again from politics, how was it a point that

politics disillusioned you ? or you were disillusioned by poli-
tical activities in general in India ?

. I.do not think there is really much politics inIndia. I do not

callit politics, I call it self advertisement, everyone wants to
have the whole bread, not sharing with anybody. I don’t call
it politics. It’s sicken of course, I think Chiru, at the end
a poet’s greatest politics is to write great poetry —a painter’s
greatest politics is to paint great pictures—a coblar’s great-
est politics is to make fine shoes for the nation—I think

8
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a sweeper’s greatest politics is to sweep clean—I think I am
in politics since I am thinking politically all the time.

. Is it you mean appointed duties at appointed situation ?

. In what way ? .
- it QoA A1 (IS wiY e st Jm ot @R ot
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. I think there is some truth in that.
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I don’t believe that a great creator is ever lonely, but he is
alone. There is a great difference between loneliness and
aloneness.

. I mean aloneness...
. Without that aloneness he won’t be crowded with dreams.

It is irony that because he is alone he is crowded. All the
planets came swarming at him —all flowers come dancing....
Actually the creator does not listen to tunes of his own, but
he listens to the listening of aloneness. This is what I feel.

| =ig e w9 70 7 OF 6 faeER 9 freed 1 7
. No he talks to himself, but “himself” means what—who is

the creator— what is himself —what is “yourself”” ? Is there
any such thing ? He talks to all, waiting to listen —all those
who wait to listen—to his ownself whom he is talking.
This is what a poet, a creator should feel — the oneness of
everybody—not that I—as a poet, I am going to recite
something, I am superior, I am part of you—My voice is a
part of your listening and your voice is a part of my listen-
ing—so it is actually his interpretation of the world—he
always tries to interpret—some little portion of the world—
he can’t interpret the whole world. It’s not possible...

Gifel e @fq AT | i el faf gal s @a ol
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A. Itisa thirst, I have a poem which might answer this question 2

“Beloved I am the cursed
with a thirst to dream and build
which grows to a deeper thirst
the moment it is fulfilled.
Its feet one full of fire
increasing all the time
and I never seem to be tired
of difficult upward climb.
Since I am in love with quest
and friends with mountain tops
...in movement alone is rest
and tremble when it stop.”

I think I have answered some portion of your question ?

Q. Fi B iy ifg | Ffa) 5 whis w7 wiesta et st a1
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A. I always make a difference between words and poetry.

Words come out of intellectual state, they also come out of
external things cheaply, and out of movement, revolutionary
movements out of the movements of human being which are
arrived, but metaphysical things mystical things — I like to use
the word mystic because mystic has the most clear vision of
the world. I think and I feel there is no preplanning of a poem
of that kind. It just comes, you do not know it comes—at
that time you are a slave— being a master, you are a slave.

Q. In discussing with you I get a feeling that you are a very

Sensuous poet. Do you find, can I compare you with Byron
or Mohitlal Mazumder ?

A. Actually comparison are not good, you know !

I don’t believe in comparisons. But one thing is certain—
Sree Aurobindo himself was asked a question by Dilip Roy...
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. Yes,—in what way — Dilip said Harin writes poetry—is he

closer to Shelly, or what sort of influences you think he
had ? So Aurobindo wrote back to Dilip, saying he is lyrical,
he is colourful like Shelly, but being an oriental he is in a
sense deeper than Shelly, and Blake was not mystic, but he
was...but Harin is a mystic which means that again the old
vision isin him of ancestors which Blake did not have oppor-
tunity of having.

. =R R Stem adEatars mystic 37 37 5 (iffeaieeg ¢
. I won’t be able to talk about Mohitlal ? I know about him.

But about Rabindranath you want to know ?

. Again I put the question.
. &7, Please.
. W% geiCe 51375 (qaRimAte & <% i 7191w, 12997, mystic,

direct correspondence, intuitive correspondence-<3 %fq 7
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. Rabindranath was a poet, because he was not a man. He

was a process, a process can take in anything— can take in
the old stuff, takein new process, can refer as book of notes,
can refer things, but Rabindranath was definitly a very extra-
ordinary spontaneous, outflowing and outflowering of life.
It was something amazing ! His poetry was very monoton-
ous at times, same rhyme, rhythm, same type of things in
Bengali. But sometimes amazing, stunning beauty,...very
amazing. I would call Rabindranath a painter in water
colour —never in oil colours. But you should also know
Rabindranath was influenced very much by Browning, by
Shelly.

. Kabir ?
. Yes, also by Kabirdas... I mean by everything. He was

like English language, he was not afraid of taking influences.
And Rabindranath was phenomenon, and I think a literary
history.

RECIE R e cE e ea ¢

Isaw his paintings, I saw many of them. A student brought
them all to me.

. What is your comment ?
- May I tellyou, itis very interesting. I wrote about it. What

he cannot express in poetry he expressed that in paintings.

- Don’t you find an element of mystic in his paintings ? in-

trigue ?

. It is unconscious mysticism, not a conscious mysticism

Because his painting was not conscious. Whatever happens—
the way he worked with all the thing— the way he cancelled
his poetry...the way he made figures with them...made a
doe... He always wanted to do something, he was like a
child when he was painting.

- Now would you call your mysticism, whatever is there in

your poems..., has got anything to do with Sufism ?

- Very much so. Sri Aurobindo said I was a cross between

Sufism and Vedanta.

. Because Sufism is very mystic. ..
. Very mystic and very colourful and I was considered a

coloured poet by the way you call a poet colourful. Sufism
is very much in my blood. I was born in Hyderabad...have
been with Sufis and Fakirs and...

- i) AT, @R 7 9 7wy SR eln m@relad 4

oeiq Wity @b 5 7

- No, you can’t say that. You say very often certain wave

goes, it can hold anyone, you can get it from any where.
You don’t have to be influenced by so & so. I don’t believe
in that categorisation.

- AT ZAANACE Y RN 7o 3, o 7 A 7 7
- L know Najrul very very well indeed. Even when he got ill—

what a great man. He was a greater man than a poet. But
he certainly has written some very mighty things, but again
he was a man of revolutionary feeling. He was a soldier
and came to poetry —that is a marvellous expression.  His
love songs have been very beautiful. Some are superior
to poems written by other great poets.
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. It is very difficult to say ! Perhaps they don’t have the music

inside them.

. 0.K. Harinda would you mind to speak about that—whom

as a contemporary poet you think is best...

. You see, T am considered as a old fashioned poet. I do not

belong to the Indo-anglian poets as Kamala Das does and
so many others do. First of all I must be very frank, I
don’t understand Indo-Anglian modern poetry —not much
because I am old fashioned, my style is different, my way
of thinking is different and I don’t believe in cutting prose
into rhythm—it is not possible for me to do so. I like
rhymed verse. Now the point is, among the contemporary
writers—it is very difficult to say ? For me Rabindranath is
contemporary. For me contemporary is God. For me there
is no contemporary now.

. Would you like to tell us something about your involvement

with film making— particularly with Satyajit Roy ?

. Why particularly ? I think that is the only thing worthwhile

taking about. I think its been a previledge to have to work
with Satyajit Roy. He is a man who is very conscious man.
not merely a film maker. He feels—he is a sensitive man.
Won’t you call him an intellectual ?

. He is very intellectual, then he has all the emotions which

has been packed into him by his own father — he was a great
poet. His grand father, all great literary men who had
great emotions and of course Satyajit belongs to the modern
world. And as a film maker I personally think very few to
even worthy of talking about—none near to him cven...

NS BETAETIRA AT FhFeEta e

Those who talking disperagingly about him you may be sure,
there is something wrong in them. They are not serious
enough. They say what is in Munshi Prem Chand’s story
—what he has done with that story ? It is rubbish...very
slow. But I challenge people to think out the first shot...
of the chess—they playing of chess, that in itself is an reve-
lation of Roy’s grandeur. He is a great man and then,
when he is shooting—that is a great experience. He send
you the script a month and a half before— Harinda this is
your script.  This is what—you have te say...there are the
actors— there are the lessons so on...and then when you
learn your lesson —3i47% Y% ? %71, absolutely ready. st
we will try...please go this way... Harinda go there... I go
to left...go to Sharmila and then come back — things like
that. In ‘Gupi Gayen Bagha Bayen’—I worked in that as
a ‘Jadugar’—my God ! It is marvellous. He has already
prepared the dress and somebody says “gtiy do you think
...it thought out yesterday 7 He got a khata ( %is ). Four
years before making this films. He would say if ever I make
a movie this will be the... Thus Harinda this role of Jadugar

. Before assigning this role to you, did Satyajit Roy take an

interview to you.

. No, no, no— he somehow had a strange idea of me. When

I worked with him oh ! in the very first shot he said “You
know Harinda you are a maestro, I know your work will
flow like water over a stone.”” And then he was very wonder-
ful. Hedid not have to direct me as such. He knew I would
do things. He said ‘do this” and I do it and believe me I
had hardly any retakes with Satyajit Roy. It is a perfect...
because he gives you script long beforehand and he did not
change word of it.

Where as in Hindi films you get your script, you learn
the things and then they will say “yiet stal 71, calel &1 399
fall i’ | cutw| ¢ —means you have to learn the whole
thing again how to do it at the last moment ! You can’t
make a good film like that. But Satyajit is a serious film
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maker because he is a very serious thinker of humanity and
people accused him of gloomy films showing proverty —then
that’s humbug.

. Now to conclude the discussion, I would like to ask you

one more question. What are you busy at the present
moment.

. At the present moment I am busy at a new book —reflection

again — I think it is going to berather interesting. Just every
evening I write a few thoughts down and analyse my think-
ing and then of course painting—a little boy called Mama
you know —blessed Banku—that is the little boy who work
through me.

. G N Wi @3 F (olf wfel et 51F —
. I should like to recite a poem which I wrote during Repub-

lic day or rather to show you I do not write only mystic
things. But I feel intensely for every thing. Here is the
poem.

The order is marching

The younger is marching

and right through them marching

one hunger is marching

Just watch them a while—they appear the Synopsis

Of a harrowing story of National Cropses

whose eye balls are torn......
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3. O Curlew, cry no more in the air,
Or only to the water in the west ;
Because your craying brings to my minds
Passion-dimmed eyes and long heavy hair
That was shaken out over my breast :

There is enough evil in the crying of wind.

( “He reproves the Curlew’ )
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They mauled and bit the whole night through :

They mauled and bit till the day shone ;

They mauled and bit through all that day
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