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During Bankim Chandra’s lifetime the Bande Mataram,
though its dangerous tendency was recognised, was not used as
a party war-cry ; it was not raised, for instance, during the
Ilbert Bill agitation, nor by the students who flocked round the
court during the trial of Surendra Nath Banerji in 1883. It
has, however, obtained an evil notoriety in the agitation that
followed the partition of Bengal.
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Rathi Tagore once told me of how, after his return from
studying in America in 1909, he was nearly persuaded to join
the revolutionaries in Bengal who had decided that forceful
methods were the sole means left to them of bringing about the
overthrow of the Imperial Government. He had at the last
moment been inhibited, however, by the form of oath he was
told he would have to swear at his initiation in front of the

image of the Goddess Kali.
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BIVAV
Special Combined Number : October-December 1976
and January-March 1977
Price Rs. 2.00

Vol. I. Number 2 and 3 Declaration No. 35/76
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For efficient and prompt lighterage services

Please Contact

PORT SHIPPING COMPANY LTD.

5, SYNAGOGUE STREET
CALCUTTA-700001

Gram : CARGOHAND Phone : 22-8906-9




