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tell over and. over again—under how many disguises —his own story’.
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i it webt frarea® @@ ‘It s the stories that matter. In  Chaucer's
Canterbury tales the tales often weary us but the tellers never do: in Boccaccio
the tales never weary us but the tellers always do. The Decameron is a world
in itself and its effect upon us who read it is the effect of life which includes, for
its own good, things moral and immoral. The book has the variety of world
and is full of an infinity of people who represent for us the 14th century in
Ttaly in all its fullness. Tt deals with man as life does, never taking him very
seriously or without a certain indifference, a certain irony and laughter. Yet it
is full too of a love of courtsey, of luck, of all sorts of adventures both gallant
and sad’. (Encyclopaedia Britanica).
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“The writers of kght verse have a good title to lecture the serious poets at
the present time. It has never been clear to us why light verse, however good,
should be regarded as inferior to serious poetry, however bad. Slim volumes of
careless undergraduate gush, formless and, to most minds, meaningless, have
always received much more attention from the literary papers than the works of
master of the lighter art, which are generally described as ‘these gay pages’ or
‘joyous doggerel’. The technique (if any) of the serious lads is analyzed with
serious solemnity, but the technique of Mr. Belloc or Mr. Chesterton or Mr. J. C.
Squire (in their lighter moods), or Sir Owen Seaman, Mr. A. A. Milne,
Mr. E. V. Knox, or Mr. Harry Graham, has never, so far as I know, been men-
tioned in public, though it is the fruit of immense ability and labour...... This
is one illustration of the first main theme of my lecture: The undervaluation of
light or comic poetry. It is not sufficiently esteemed as a difficult and important
form of literary art...... " (“Brief lecture to a serious poet”—A. P. Herbert)
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“So long as you confine yourself to serious poetry you may (as they vulgarly
say) get away with it. But if you are going to be f\mn.\'.-or even light, it will
not do. Tt is the old story. The parson may provoke us to yazons with -

sov4 ) wlaem oo ¢ g 5 545

but the comedian must hold his andience all the time. This is a very
I we set out light-heartedly on a difficult rhyming
, and no explosive inspiration, revolts of youth,

punity,
fiard school of writing.
scheme we must go on with it
and what not, will excuse us if we fail. - But you serious lads come blustering in
You bespatter your pages with dreadful

and think you can do what you like.
1"

slovenly rhymes, and when we complain, you say you did it for fun
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“Save me from serious poems, poems of weight,
Penned by people that have no poems to write,
poets ;

Yet write poems but to count thems
Poems that mean little, pretending to mean a lot,
Passing the haze of unmeaning as the halo of philosophy.

Save me from the deadweight of such ponderous poetry;
Give me the light of light poems shunning wise pretensions,
And stretching the lungs with laughter or the lips with a smile.
With no love for the shallowness of seeming depths,
1 would hate any squeezing of the Poetic Muse
Into tortuous twists of philosophic pretence,
TFor me a laughter or a smile is philosophy enough”.
oot & @ ARy, Tore fe a2 wer?  uAA GAC AT
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9% GEW FCETH (F AT A ST A @3t AieieR S 2w
freme® efcame |
By ramEt whan ger Wiy Bfew v I e wfa e
“Oh, great are Tagore, Shakespeare, Keats, Browning, and even
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Nobody adores them and their poctry more ardently than I do.

We are blinded by the splendour of their dazzling zone;

They are not with us or amony us, but are high up in a mightly world
of their own,

While, on the other hand, the light nonsense-rhymers,

Be they modern, or be they old-timers,

Are with us and among us, we rub shoulders and shake hands with them

And beside the river of life we dance upon the sands with them.

Oh, the world is too full of weepers in these tumultuous, troubled times;

So to lighten our hearts with light laughter, O Lord, send us more
writers of nonsense-rhymes”.
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The truth is that styles are as various as are the authors who employ them.
Reviewers talk loosely of the author’s duty to write in a truly “contemporary”
style. The phrase betrays a confused mind. Any style is contemporary that
convincingly expresses the mind and sentiment of a man alive at the present time.
Such styles may be as diverse as are those of Mr. Betjeman, Mr. Empson and
Dylan Thomas. On the other hand, the man, who has no live and individual
vision of reality to express, produces lifeless works whether he seeks to speak
with the tongue of Housman or of Mr. Eliot.
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