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SE TR ATRE (5B FACE| G A A G
BRI T G S IIF THE G4 TG TS
A0 | A ffEmmeE waeal P o
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@ wdie wferer e EEnE g
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Economics 2% BT wifarea e o azem
& I 7 LA S wwem FE @
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PG AR T TSR B719 T SAZ He
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Ethics and Economics &% Rz Rt
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AURTS eS8 A0k Gee | S e
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Sl @FH cNEe w91 FAER @b
werge TR gRstm Afen #R| wr fge
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worer W e el TRERE @
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e (40 SR WEAR FE @47 92
1 2Tl AR e rate, afb SR
el g3l A R A% Fra 71| @
R oW @RE e e afedl FEe|
e fefl wadte TR (T AEEA (A AR
Trel  aREfie st TR T
Fifasi gieie gl g are | R ok
s fzfen wrmefa St e | AT
A fsaer AR are e 7|
@z sffefefes Reé amefda AARCD W™
T FRATATTAES FETI6 D! A
4 T | S e 50 | 97 T ST QAT
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AT A |

e Pae (7 self-interest-4% F91 ACERA—
@E oy WdGREE 4R SR—db W
srgealey ¢ A% AT (4 oy FABE 4l S[E
Trfer T fre 2| SEE AL
o Wiz % ST S (7 2 %11 P self-interest
et St 2o | e self interest 47
4| TG 9T A sympathy Sdfe T
Fdte AR | Ga SRS 1B wite Wealth of
Nations 2ZfoTe | G FEFRAE T
arera ol 4 Rfemm crta Arifas #icea
@) FAAGE FE0 Al | AEBaa TR s
men T OE RFEel F@ NG (A AT
S AR harde \Eal self-regarding

5y A va R 8

action (47& other-regarding action-43 Fdte
g I | qD! RIS Ce SO Car A | 4
T @rEe fore I weEE aFem A aw
GO TS | G TR AT Ja S A 90
VIGTCER | (i1 AR (TR <[] 7KL S (I
T % JaCE ALF (S (0 | 3 Soal ¢l
S AT el 2RE o 4@ | g
A zerraa e e, A gz T ¢ A
Afaface 1w« [Age 03 O ereAR AT AR
@ R o FEPfe (A TARE T G0
gty Tl | G2 TR SR A AR FIE-
AR W T AT | TS (W NS
TR SIS AT TSR AR T A
FACE G T | 9T ) WL ALl o
afefys| Aom S@ FEEEEE qdGg @
sffeR e (oE o Sders wHE
WA (R (1 34 <l 20 O 43 T
QTR A SR QA AR | RS SrE @
e Wy - R fre A il
Positive @38 Normative cconomics-4a %
e Tl 7 or 93 Ife 2 A
st (e SR weftafen TR FeE
Afpfre, ©m aEd e Afi @) R
e fofe #@z T sl e
7 Ty |

e 4oy RAST 0t 0% 7L (4T
T wfbere fice afsica e | G & feTe i
A ] G T | (G AL G WD T
@ G (A TR e (e e
T O e FETE 2T (A sFEE el
wedfefm e wiat| e enfe) e
et e SR ool e
e (el Sl T, et e e |
s Al e @fn gk fedEs) @ w9l
e | T <t ZE G2 AR S e G e e
fFrTors g we-Rwer wwet @3l e e
Az s o o fe o | wmefE @l 2
sfers @b TR UF SR AR T T
Ifen FETTERALE] @ AS, @ FEe =T
(oTtez o s e 20 | s s fem
farg, 9711 BT A1 i SR WA WL

AT

faom | S SATea SeleeR (B gRgf
et T | T@ g sifafes wefefine Wy
) e wEl (R e e aderge
ey S1fere AT 1 2R

@R el sfefEn sdiime
T ko AT FCACE AT T |
AR P S (Social Welfare function)
el TGS W@ (public goods) BRI
frerae Swwraa o AT PR | R
@R Social Choice and Individual Values
(1951) &t symbolic logic AR FCA TG FAEGY
SYfen Aw@ IR | G TG GF SRR
sTreR RS 3 (1O 4R TS 4oy
UG T P I, Soe AT AT TS
Ryl TR | A @& 7F T T @ @FRe
@iRe o AMffes weTfeR, TR e GiEE
g A e Hififfe e, Srie
vrEeSTR T Sderg sfres R
Frcaen | Wi~ v T g
(47| Ethically flexible measure of poverty,
T 42 AR (TP S @R M| Ethical
Social Index Number SE53 2iIes| SPRER T2
T (17, 9TA ST A0Y (U AT oS STt
e, @ SR el weififen adfeRiom
o7 A g | SeA s AW T @
e e i e o | e e e sifed
SsfeTel |

TFETFT W QTP ARG SPIEH
TR, CRTES TS 5%, SIS, SRt
s Safen five @ weR ol S R
gREeR et wae e | Frew, R 3@
eifeifir SR PP T PSR ST AW SR W
A FCACE | STHCS SRR, S8, S @3/
TN (ofRr MR wR G
s RN A | S SaeE Sy @
qefey oG TToTE, OIeE development with
human face =% &2 #rareis Al ZoAck|
A TR AR et | A wE =
qf% TR 571 A, (R AT I A A
T o fiTe 2 | AWOETTE G0 T

w3

QAR @ 7 P A | @ el T 9
wuﬁmqﬁwwmﬁmv@uﬁﬂ
S S T 7 7 R T S el R |
e (@G 97 A5 TEa e AARCEE 1| @ Aqe
TS 27a R et A e e
| Ry SmireR esfd oo freferEE | @
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(Mashriqi : Scholar and Founder of the
Khaksar Movement)

Punjab University : Master of Arts (M.A.) in
Mathematics; Degrees from Christ’s College,
Cambridge University, England (1907-1912) :
Bachelor of Arts (B.A.). Bachelor of Science
(B.Sc.), Bachelor of Engincering (B.E),
Bachelor of Oriental Languages (B.O.L.). Four
Triposes with distinction in five years (al
Cambndgc University from 1907-1912) m

i Natural Sci

Sciences, and Oriental langunges T'llcs awarded
at Cambridge Uni
Scholar and Bachelor Schular Fcl|ow of the
Royal Society of Arts (FR.S.A.) (1923). Fellow
Geographical Society (F.G.S.: Paris, France),
Fellow of Society of Arts (F.S.A.; Paris, France),
Member of the Board at Delhi Umvcrsny'
President  Math ical Society, Autl

Tazkirah and many other books ‘Member
International Congress of Orientalists, President
All World’s Faiths Conference (1937), A delegate
to Palestine World Conference, Gold medalist
World Society of Islam, Head of the delegation
for the Motamar-I-Khilafat Conference at Cairo,
Member of Indian Education Service (LE.S.), .
Under Secretary of Education of undivided India.
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Vitriolic word.” Other cditorialists remembering
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as well the role he had played as state prosecutor
in Stalin’s purge in 1930...
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Srirampur, Tuesday, 17-12-1946 :

AL 3.20 in the morning, I heard Gandhiji
talking aloud to Sushila Nayyar who had stayed
over for the night with us. His voice seemed
worried.

Some time after prayer, while | was
conversing at the door of my cottage with a few
friends, suddenly all of us heard a deeply
anguished cry proceeding from the main room. It
was Gandhiji's voice, and then we heard the
sound of two loud slaps given on someone's body.
The cry then sank down into a heavy sob. We
were all amazed beyond measure and looked at
one another. I ran towards the room, and when I
reached the doorstep, I saw Gandhiji sitting upon
his bed with his back reclining upon the wall,
while his eyes were closed and tears were
streaming down his face. Sushila was standing
near by on the floor. Her face was also bathed in
tears, but as she bent forward and tried to say
something to Gandhiji, he waved her aside with
4 strong movement of his arms. This happened
more than once.

1 did not enter the room but returned to my
own and decided that Gandhiji should be left in
peace for the rest of the day. The day however
proved fairly heavy, for some important matters
had to be attended to. But to all those who came,
I said that Gandhiji was feeling very much
indisposed and it would be best if everyone took
as little time as possible. y

Gandhiji listened in silence, but expressed no
remark.

I noticed that Gandhiji has been slightly
absent-minded throughout the day. He sent a long
letter to Sushila Nayyar.

Srirampur; Thursday, 19-12-1946 :

This was a very heavy day {or Gandhiji. In the
morning, Kularanjan Mukherji arrived from
Calcutta. He is in charge of the hydro-therapy
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section of the Marwari Relicf Society’s Hospital:
and. as Gandhiji takes a keen interest in
naturccure methods, the Society has sent him
here for a short time,

Omprakash Gupta conversed with Gandhiji
for several hours during the day, and several
times the latter had to remind him that he was
fecling exhausted. Omprakash Babu wanted (o
discuss some personal matters with him. At one
time, [ heard Gandhiji plainly asking him if he
had come to dedicate himsclf wholly to village
work here. The real test was this : Was he
prepared to continue the work even if Gandhiji
were not there? If not, then he had evidently come
because the latter’s presence provided a sort of
intoxication (nesha). It was not his business to
provide such sop for anyone.

Others also come on interviews which were
unnccessarily prolonged and left Gandhiji in an
exhausted condition. Some of these interviews
could not be prevented by me as the workers were
old associates who had come from long distance.

Manu  Gandhi, daughter of Jaisukhlal
Gandhi, Gandhiji's nephew, arrived in Srirampur
today.

At prayer time, Gandhiji felt too tired to make
any speech.

The news had gone round that he was about
to begin a tour on foot through the affected
villages of Noakhali and Tipperal, and therefore
several Press rep ives and ph apl
arrived here today. 1 met them in a private
conference and communicated to them the
following instructions from Gandhiji :

1. They should seek the permission of the
villagers before staying anywhere. They should
not be a burden to anyone.

2. They should help one another and share
news without reserve.

3. They would not be allowed to accompany
him in the walking tour, as Gandhiji did not want
to travel with a large retinue.

4. He wished that the correspondents should
make independent  observation in  the
surrounding villages and try to find out if
cvacuces were returning home or not, and what
was the effect of Gandhiji's presence on Muslim
villagers.
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An important letter was sent today to the
Secretary of the Bengal Provincial Congress
Committee. Already on the 29th of last month, I
had written to the Vice-President of the same
body to make a public statement to the effect that
the number of persons killed was much lower
than what had appeared in the Press in October.
The latter had said in a contemporary public
statement that the figure was nearly five
thousand. But detailed enquiries had shown that
it was no more than three hundred, although that
was not the worst part of the disturbances. The
cause of this exaggeration was easily
understandable. If there were ten members in a
family, and if only one had been murdered when
the disturbances took place, then those who
survived, escaped in different directions. And
when they reached places of safety, each looked

- upon himselfas the sole survivor and gave a high

figure for those who had been killed. There was
thus a multiplication of error. Now that the real
facts were very nearly known, Gandhiji was
anxious that the truth should be publicly stated.
The Vice-President of the Congress Committee
however felt otherwise. He wrote back to say that
the figures in his October statement had been
described as approximate. Gandhiji had called
for the necessary Press cuttings from the
Secretary. After going through them, I wrote to
him under authority that it was true the figures
were approximate, but there was nothing in the
statement to indicate, by way of caution, that
there might have also been error in the collection
of data. A public worker of the Vice-President’s
standing had to be much more careful in respect
of every word in a public utterance.

In the morning, while I was administering his
daily bath, Gandhiji spoke to me of his own
accord about the happenings of the 17th. Ever
since that day, no word had passed on this subject
between him and me.

He wished to learn from me as well as from
Parasuram “if Sushila Nayyar had fallen in our
estimation’ (Tumhare nazar me gir gai hai?), on
account of that day’s incident. I said, 1 could
speak for myself, not for Parasuram. She had
undoubtedly fallen, and the reason was this : No
person however great had the right to disturb
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him as Sushila had apparently done. Gandhiji
then said, ‘Supposing she did so with a good
intention, perhaps to help me in my own work?
She may have been suggesting certain steps even
for my sake, not for her own; even then, would
you say she was wrong?’

1 said, “Yes, cven then. If she felt that you
were contemplating a wrong step, she might have
offered her suggestions and then left you free to
decide.’

Gandhiji said, ‘She is against my plan of tour
on foot in the present condition of my health. She
thinks that, at least, one old companion who
knows all about my personal needs should
accompany me, and she offered her own services.
She suggested that it would not be safe to depend
on new workers like you and Parasuram. who
know so little about my physical requirements.”

1 said, ‘If I had been in her position, I would
have placed my views fully before you and left
you free to decide. If the decision had not been
favourable, I would have waited patiently until
you discovered your error.’

After 1 spoke, Gandhiji repeated the
substance of my views in his own language in
order to make sure that he had understood me
rightly.

Srivampur; Friday, 20-12-1946 :

The work in Srirampur was becoming heavier
and heavier every day. So, when Manu joined us
permanently, both Parasuram and myself felt
greatly relieved. She has taken charge of the bath
and much of the cooking, with the result that we
can devote more time to office work.

When I reached Gandhiji’s room even before
4 in the morning, I heard him talking to Manu in
a/low voice in his own bed, where she had gone
to sleep at night. After prayer, Gandhiji called
me and said that I should get ready a report on
recent happenings in Noakhali. Things looked as
if he would have to engage in a battle with the
League Government in Bengal. He admitted that
the non-violence which the whole country had so
far evinced was non-violence of the weak. But he
had cherished the hope that people would realize
from experience that the non-violent method was
more cffective than violence in actual practice.
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This expectation had, however, not materialized.
The path which henceforth lay before him was
the path which could only be trodden by the
brave. Gandhiji mentioned the name of Jesus
Christ, and said that Jesus was the ‘Prince of
passive resisters.” Indeed, there was no passivity
in Him and His whole life was an epic of
intensely heroic action.

Referring to Manu, he said. that he had been
telling her how he personally felt that he had
reached the end of one chapter in his old life and
a new one was about to begin. He was thinking
of a bold and original experiment, whose *heat
will be great’. And only those who realized this,
and were prepared to remain at their posts,
should be with him. Manu would look after his
personal needs, while one more worker would be
needed to deal with the Urdu/correspondence and
that would complete his new stafl.

During bath, 1 said to Gandhiji, “You have
drawn me into your company and given me many
libertics. If you pardon me, may 1 ask you a
question? Did you slap Sushila the other day?’.
for 1 had not been able to get over the painful
recollection of the two sharp sounds which had
proceeded from within the room.

Gandhiji's face wore a sad smile and he said,
*No, I did not beat her, I beat my own forehead.
When 1 was twentyfive years old. I once beat my
own son; but that was the last time.

*Sushila is a gifted girl, and is of service to
me in many ways. When she learnt about my
proposed journey on foot, she began to arguc
against it. We had been talking ever since 2.30 in
the night. I explained to her how my mission was
going 10 take me to a lonesome journey through
the Muslim villages. Muslims had been taught to
regard me as an arch-enemy of Islam. If I was to
overcome that feeling, I could only do so by
entering into their midst in the most unprotected
condition possible. I would have to depend upon
them completely for all my needs and they would
be free to do with me what they liked. But she
was insistent that some old companion who knew
about my personal requirements should be in my
company. Then | grew impatient. If I could not
convince one like her, who has known me for
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years, that the step was right, how could I hope
to convince others? And I beat my own forehead
as 1 wept.

Srirampur, Sunday, 22-12-1946

This being Kasturba Day. Gandhiji was up at
2.30 a.m. and worked till prayer time. Prayer
began at 4,15 a.m. Sushila Nayyar, Manu Gandhi
and Parasuram did the reading of the Bhagabad
Gita. While this was going on, Pyarclal dropped
in with an English friend. Sushila left at about
ten.

The Provincial Muslim League of Bihar has
sent a printed report of the riots in that province.
I went through a substantial portion of it before
Gandhiji’s bath, while he has already finished
reading the report. Later on, he told me that even
if half of what was written in that report were
true, and if the Congress Ministers of Bihar had
actually concealed anything from him. then it
meant that the end of his life had been reached
(meri zindagi chali gai). He would, in that case,
have to go to Bihar and fast unto death. He had
already lived a long life and had done more than
an average man's share of work; if did not matter
if the time had come for him to depart.

1 argued with him that as Jawaharlal Nehru
was coming soon, there should be no hurry, for
he would get all the facts ina few days’ time. But
Gandhiji was restless. He said, the visit was yet
a week away, and that was a long way off. The
Muslim League had made conditions hot, and
the iron must be struck while it was yet hot. The
Congress Ministers of Bihar ought to have taken
up the chal of the League i diately: but
them were procrastinating,

He then said that if he left for Bihar, it would
mean a great blow to Noakhali. *I do not know”.
he continued, *what the Hindus will do then.
Evenif it comes to wholesale migration, let them
do it. My place is now in Bihar. I shall go therc
practically as a rep ive of the Muslims to
find out the truth.”

Today, | received a touching letter from
Sushila Nayyar in which she tried to explain,
from her own point of view, what had happened
in the morning of the 17th. The letter is
reproduced below in part
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* At night while reading Bapu's diary | read “1
had a curious dream™, I casually asked him what
it was. He did not say and [ kept quict.

*At three o'clock the next morning, I woke up
with the noise of Bapu jumping in bed. He said
he was very cold and was taking exercise to warm
up. Afier that, he asked me if I was awake and
started telling me of his curious dream. After the
dream he started explaining how his present step
was a fapascharya (penance) for him, and how
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refugee camp where out of 1,800 evacuees,
Government rations had been stopped for 300.
The Government were trying 1o force the
evacuees to return home. Gandhiji gave them the
following instruction. ‘I do not want them to
hunger strike at present. Let there be a full cause
ready for such a strike. The question therefore is.
are those who get their rations prepared to share
with those (300) what they get? If they are. these
should take their share while the matter is being

he was going through inconveni On the
previous day. I had remarked that God did and
would send him helpers in whatever he did......In
ashort note 1 asked him if I would be allowed to
come with him. I mentioned that what he had
said about tapascharya and what 1 had said about
God sending him help were not contradictory and
tried to explain it. He answered with irritation
that he had tried to explain things to me but had
not succeeded.......1 could see that he was getting
worked up. Si walked away. Suddenly I
Teard him slap his forehead. I rushed back and
stopped him......

‘I am' completely unnerved....I came
yesterday with great trepidation. Bapu had asked
me to come for Gita......He again raised the topic
this morning and I found that my sclf-control has
not returned as yet.'

Sushila had left Srirampur in the morning in
tears.

Srirampur, Monday, 23-12-1946 :

Early in the morning, at 5 o'clock, Gandhiji
handed a note to me. It was Monday, his day of
silence. He had written, ‘1 do not know what God
is doing to me or through me. If you have the
time and inclination I would like you to walk to
Sushila at daybreak and return after passing
some time with her and learning all about her
requirements and her health. You can give her
the whole of our conversation about her without
reserve. The rest you will know from her if she
cares o tell you, You can show this to her if you
wish. If you propose to shoulder this burden, you
will act as the spirit moves you. Don't work
beyond your capacity.”

I made ready to go. In the meanwhile, Arun
Datta a volunteer had come from the Nandigram
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The party then left for Nandigram in order (o
carry out Gandhiji's instructions.
I started for Changirgaon where Sushila is
posted at 7.30 a.m: with some fruits for her and
returned at eleven,

Srirampur, Wednesday, 25-12-1946 :

A telegram came from Jawaharlal Nehru in
which he said that he would reach Srirampur on
the 27th evening,

Members of the Friends' Service Unit have
sent a bag of Christmas presents to us; The bag
contained cigarettes. playing cards, a pair of
canvas slippers, a towel, soap' etc. Gandhiji
seemed to be in a happy and playful mood today.
He asked us to spread our gifts on the mat and
then started distributing ' them ' among the
volunteers here and elsewhere. The packet of
cigarcttes was a problem; but then: suddenly
Gandhiji asked me to keep it for Jawaharlal
Nehru,

Rabindramohan Sengupta,  Trailokya
Chakraverty, Ananta De, Santimoy Dutt and
Pratul Chaudhuri of the Revolutionary Socialist
Party of India paid a visit to Gandhiji and wished
to place their services at his disposal. Trailokya
Babu confessed that, so far, all of us had failed to
find a way out of the terrible fear which held the
common man in'its grip. It was time thereforc to
try Gandhiji’s method of instilling courage before
the country could earn its right to freedom.

1 left Sritampur for Ramganj early in the
morning and handed over the above letter to the
Deputy Superintendent of Police for despatch to
Calcutta. Then I went to the officer in charge of
relief and rations. We went together with a few
representatives of the public to inspect the bags
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of rice in the godown. The public representatives
were invited to choose the lowest grade of broken
rice which could be accepted as an emergency
measure for the current fortnight. The Officer
was prepared to supply that grade of rice as far as
possible from his stock and supplement it with
wheat flour. It appears the matter will be set right
soon. 7

While I was away, Parasuram approached
Gandhiji and unburdened his mind on certain
private matters. It will be remembered that
Gandbhiji had asked for his opinion regarding the
happenings of the 17th morning just as he had
done from me.
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A FRIEND'S PARTING
Srirampur, Tuesday, 31-12-1946 :

Yesterday, when I was away from the camp,
Parasuram had spoken for an hour with Gandhiji
on a certain private question. He had also told
Gandhiji that I held a similar view to his own,
but had refrained from giving expression to it
because I did not. in any way, ‘wish to disturb
him in the work he had undertaken for the sake
of Bengal'. At seven in the evening, Gandhiji
therefore sent for me and asked me if
Parasuram’s report was correct. We were together
till 8.30. I began to speak as usual in Hindi, but
with Gandhiji's permission soon slipped into
English. The following is a revised translation of
my Bengali diary of that date.

I said to Gandhiji, I have deep reverence for
you from a particular point of view. I have always
looked upon you as one of the great pathfinders
in human history. Men haye been groping for
ages past for some effective means of bringing
about social change without recourse to violence.
You are one of the pioneers in this respect. For
mnany years | have readeyour writings with care
and have formed a more or less concrele picture
of your thoughts on the subject. I have also tried
1o cbserve licw it works out in collective practice
in whiclk common men are involved.
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There are in Bengal numerous workers who
try to follow your teachings. They spin regularly,
practise all kinds of austerities in personal life,
but, instead of being able to conduct experiments
in collective non-violence, often settle down into
an individualistic practice of a sct of non-violent
rituals. They thus lose all effectiveness in the
social or political field.

‘Those who thus practise austeritics have not
often taken to it because it is necessary in the
pursuit of an ideal : but, in at least some cases, it
springs from a mere love of austerities, or from
the desire of finding favour in your eyes, As such,
the austerity and humility which they exhibit
before you become false. Repression does good
only whenit is a joyous enterprisc undertaken for
a  noble cause. But under the above
circumstances, the end becomes vague and over-
shadowed by the means; with the result that such
persons try to find compensation through other
channels. A morbid hankering after fame and
public approval may step in, or the personality
may begin to crack under a load which nobody
called upon it to bear. Thus, your love for
asceticism results in an injury to the personality
of those who do not know how to preserve a sense
of social responsibility, which you personally
never lose sight of.

Secondly, I have seen you lose temper and
become sentimental at times; and have felt drawn
closer to you on that account. If you had been
completely free from all weaknesses, I would
have perhaps revered you from a distance but
would never have felt drawn close to you as I do
today.

Parasuram has a complaintagainst the way in
which you deal with different workers, how you
scem to have personal preferences and fail to
chastise when necessary. He has made this a
cause of complaint against you. I do not do so.
have looked upon this part of your life as a
necessary element of play to save you from the
influence of the cold and barren atmosphere in
which you have to work in the rest of your lifc.
If you had tried to root out every trace of softness
from your character and even succeeded in doing
50, you would have become more distant from us
from the human point of view. So, when you hold

qrmfe fesrad

the reins a little loose, and give way to anger, for
instance, I do not look upon it as a matter for
complaint.

But there is another side of the picture too.

There are many women, who, when they are
in love, try to convert their object of love into a
plaything. Sometimes they deal hard blows upon
the object and sometimes they invite similar
blows in return, There is a sccret satisfaction in
such play and in exclusive possession. That is an
expression of our sexual instinct.

Among the women who are associated with
you in social work, I have observed an attitude
bordering on this kind. When women love men
in normal life, a part of their psychological
hunger is satisfied by the pleasure which they
derive in the physical ficld. But when women pay
their homage of love to you, there can be no such
satisfaction, with the result that when they come
close to you personally, their mind becomes
slightly warped. Of course, all of us are ncurotics
to a more or less extent. But the effect of your
contact has an y d: i
upon some of your associates, whether male or
female.

Parasuram is a simple, straightforward man.
He has told you from his own point of view what
he considers wrong. Although I do not share his
opinion about right or wrong, yet I felt sympathy
for his point of view.
iji listened in silence and when I had
finished said, “Your hint is that—should be sent
away from here’. Of course, that was never my
intention although that was an important item in
Parasuram’s demands.

Parasuram broke in by saying that whatever
Gandhiji’s attitude may be, as a common man he

1

In explaining his position. Gandhiji said that
it was indeed true that he permitted women
workers 1o use his bed, this being undertaken as
a spiritual experiment at times. Even if there
were no trace of passion in him of which he was
conscious, it was not unlikely that a residue
might be left over, and that would make trouble
for the girls who took part in his experiment. He
had asked them if, even unconsciously, he had
been responsible for evoking the least shade of
evil sentiment in their heart. This ‘experiment’,
as he called it, had been objected to by
distinguished co-workers like Narahari (Parckh)
and Kishorlal (Mashruwala); and one of their
grounds of complaint had been based on the

possible rep ions which the le of a
responsible leader like him might have upon
other people.

When  Gandhiji finished  his personal
explanation, I ended by saying that unless I had
known how great he was, and unless I had a
purely objective attitude towards his life, I might
have given way to sentimentality and subscribed
to some of the charges laid against him by
Parasuram.

Gandbhiji then asked me to help Parasuram in
framing his complaints in writing.

Srirampur, Wednesday, 1-1-1947 :

Parasuram typed out an enormous letter
running over ten foolscap pages, in which he
expressed his views with: great clarity and
suggested certain changes in our life here.

As this was the last day of our stay at
Srirampur, 1 got up at two and wrote out my
personal diary which has been quoted under
yesterday’s date. A pretty large amount of
cor | had lated, and all

would say that he should give no ion for any
one to misunds 1 him. If ions were
cast on Gandhiji’s personal character, the cause
for which he stood would itself suffer. This was
something he could not bear personally. While at
school, he had once come to blows with mates
when they had cast aspersions against Gandhiji’s
character, Morcover, had he not himself
promiscd to his co-workers in Sevagram that he
would keep women workers away from his
immediate company?

through the day, I tried to clear up the arrears of
work.

Charu Chandra Chaudhuri' of the Khadi
Pratisthan came with a statement of accounts in
which it appeared that more than one lac of
rupees had been subscribed by the public for
Gandhiji's work in Noakhali.. The expenses
incurred up to date, amounted to a little over Rs.
8,000/~ in all. This had been advanced by the
Khadi Pratisthan of Sodpur. Gandhiji did not *
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wish to burden the Khadi Pratisthan with these

and made ar for repaying
the advance out of the sum contributed by the
public.

Chandipur, Thursday, 2-1-1947 :

Early in the morning about a dozen
volunteers arrived in order to carry all over
belongings to the next halting station at
Chandipur. All the things had already been made
up into packages.

Just before Gandhiji left, the members of the
household gathered together and bade him
farewell. We started at 7.30 a.m., and as Gandhiji
walked across the paddy fields recently laid bare
after the harvest had been gathered in, he halted
for a few minutes at the residence of the
Chakraverty family in the southern extremity of
Srirampur. In that house, not a single hut hdd
been left ding by the mi C
was reached at about 9 a.m., although Il\c
distance was no more than 3 miles.

The day was spent in arranging our things at
the residence of the Mazumdars. Prayer was held
in the open space north of the tank at 4.30 p.m.
Gandhiji took his meals afler this, and then
proceeded towards Changirgaon where Sushila
Nayyar is posted.

Before leaving Srirampur, Gandhiji had
written a reply to Parasuram’s letter, in which he
said

‘I have read your letter with great care, |
began it at 3 a.m., finished reading it at 4. a.m.
It contains half-truths which arc dangerous. You
wronged me, the parties you mention, yourself
and the cause by suppressing from them and me
your opinion about them.

*I cannot concede your demands. The other
points you raise do not make much appeal to me.

*Since such is your opinion and there is a
conflict of ideals and you yourself wish to be
relieved, you are at liberty to leave me today.
‘That will be honourable and truthful. 1 like your
frankness and boldness. My regard for your
ability as a typist and shorthand writer remains
undiminished and 1 was looking forward to
taking a hand in bringing out your other
qualities. [ am: sorry that it cannot be.
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‘My advice to you is that you should confer
with Pyarelalji and Sushilabehn. You should take
Kanubhai’s guidance in shaping your future. |
shall always be interested in your future and shall
be glad to hear from you when you feel like
writing to me. Finally let me tell you that you are
at liberty to publish whatever wrong you have
noticed in me and my surroundings. Needless to
say you can take what money you need to cover
your expenses’.

A few days later, Gandhiji perhaps did an
injustice to Parasuram, when in a letter to another
friend, he wrote, “Parasuram has lc! . because
he did not believe in my ideals...... The immediate
cause I think was that Manu shared the same bed
with me. He thought that it was improper not
because, as he said, there was anything wrong with
me or Manu, because he know that she was in the
place of grand-daughter to me, but because it would
be a bad example for young men, for example,
like himself......I believe that everybody in (he
camp knows that Manu is sharing my cot and, in
any case, [ do not want to do anything in secrecy.
1 am not advertising the thing. It is a sacred thing
to me. But those who want to see everything wrong
about me are at liberty at any time they like to
advertise the fact and gi\c it what colour they like.

This was letely unfair to P;
because Parasuram’s complaint as summarised in
my own diary or in his subsequent letter was quite
different and it was inspired by the decpest of
loyalty to the cause for which Gandhiji stood.
Only, his point of view was the point of view of the
common man; he did not realize how contact with
men and women on a common level might be a
spiritual need for Gandhiji. My belicfis that while
writing the above letter, Gandhiji did not perhaps
have Parasuram’s letter before him and was
evidently reporting from memory, wheih did not
serve himright atleast on this particular occasion.
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The power to narrate. or to block other nar-
ratives from forming and emerging...constitutes
one of the main connections between culture and
imperialism...From the begining of Western
speculation about the orient, the one thing the
orient could not do was to represent itself:

—Edward Said
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