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17 York Road
New Delhi
17.5.47

My Dear Kiran,

We gradually or rather rapidly approaching the
stage of final decisions in regard.to our immediate
future, and we should be quite clear in our minds

W s oan WOy @ 3w

as to what our attitude should be. I am certain that
the various proposals put forward by Suhrawardy
for a united independent Bengal plus joint clectorate
plus fifty-filty arc dangerous [rom the point of view
before Bengal and India. Those or similar proposals
can only be accepted on the basis of union with
India. On any other basis they will lead to inlinite
troubles and far greater diffeultics in the way of
future union with India. You will remember the
talk we had at Maulana's place some time back.
T'hold to that and T am more convinced than ever
that we must stick to our guns. If therc is no union
of Bengal as a whole into India then there must
be a partition of Bengal and Western Bengal must
Join the Union. This will surcly lead to East Bengal
also joining the Union before long.

In the crucial days to come I hope Congressmen
in Bengal will hold fact together and stand for this
position.

Yours sincerely

Jawaharlal Nchru

.P.S. T'am entirely opposed to the stand Calcutta
being a so-called free city.
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1 Woodburn Park,
Calcutta

J May 26, 1947
My dear Kiran,

With reference to my conversation with you last
night over the phone, I enclose herewith copics of
original paragraphs 1 and 2 and as amended by
me.

Yours Sincerely,
Sd/- S. C. Bose
(Sarat Chandra Bose)
Sj. Kiran Sankar Roy,
47 European Asylum Road,
Calcutta

ORIGINAL PARAGRAPH 1

Bengal will 'be a Free State. The Free State of
Bengal will decide its relations with the rest of India.

AMENDED PARAGRAPH 1

Bengal will be a Free State. The Free State of
Bengal will decide its relations with the rest of India.
The question of joining any Union will be decided
by the legislature of 'the Free State of Bengal by
a two-thirds majority.

8¢

ORIGINAL PARAGRAPH 2

The constitution of the Free State of Bengal will
provide for clection to the Bengal Legislature on
the basis of joint electorate ‘and adult franchise,
with reservation of scats proportionate to the
population amongst Hindus and Muslims. The scats
as between Hindus and Scheduled Caste Hindus
will be distributed amongst them in proportion to
their respective population or in such manner as
may be agreed among them. The constituencies will
be multiple constituencics and the votes will be
distributive and not cumulative. A candidate who
gets the majority of the votes of his own community
cast during the clections and 25 per cent of the
voter of the other communities so cast will be
declared clected. If no candidate satisfies these
conditions, that candidatc who gets the largest
number ol votes ol his own community will be
elected.

AMENDED PARAGRAPH 2

The constitution of the Free State of Bengal will
provide for clection to the Bengal Legislature on
the basis of joint electorate and adult franchise with
reservation of seats proportionate to the population
amongst Hindus and Muslims. The seats as between
Hindus and Scheduled Caste Hindus will be

. distributed amongst them: in proportion  to: their

respective. population or in such manner as may
be agreed among them. The constituencies will be
multiple constituencies and the votes will be

istri and not lative. A candidate who
gets the largest number of votes of his own
community cast during the elections and at least
25 per cent of the votes of the other communities
so cast will be declared elected. If no candidate
satisfies the above condition, then that candidate
who gets the next largest number of votes of his
own community cast.
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(United Press of India)

“'Partition of India as well as of the provinces
has been accepted by the Working Commitee of
the Congress and I have no doubt that this decision
will be ratified by the AILC.C. The decision will
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be binding on all congressmen whatever may be
their individual views. I would like to warn my
countrymen  against - the malicious  propaganda
directed against myscll and my friends, because
the purpose of the propaganda is not merely to
vilify but to disrupt and weaken the Congress in
Bengal.™

The above views were expressed by Mr. Kiran
Sankar Roy, Leader of the Bengal Asscmbly
Congress Party, on'the implication of the Congress
High Command’s attitude towards the-issue of the
partition of Bengal, in the course of a statement
to the United Press of India. ;

“My friends and myscll™, added Mr. Roy, *‘have
ncither the time nor the inclination to contradict
the various tendentious statements and news that
are appearing in the papers regarding ourselves. We
know that interested parties are working from
behind to weaken the Congress organisation in
Bengal. I may mention here that my friends and
mysell had some part in initiating, drafting and
passing the resolution that the Exceutive Council
of the Bengal Provincial Congress Commititee
passed on the 4th of April last demanding a partition
of Bengal. But we must confess that we have never
believed in partition for partition's sake. Alter all,
it is a disperate measure which has to be adopted
as the last resort o prevent the whole of Bengal
being included in Pakistan. We believed that before
adopting the last resort, we. should make, every
honourable effort to avoid the partition.

“It scems our offence is that with object in view
we participated in some discussions with the leaders
of the Bengal Muslim league. It should be
remembered that the discussion was not initiated
by us..If anything tangible would have come out
of these discussions, [ would have placed that belore
the B.P.C.C. and the Iligh Command. The
discussions, as is well-known did not produce any
result, for reasons into which I'need not go at this
slage. Any:way, wc are unableito aceept the position
that: we should not-cven hold discussions with our
political . oponents: ' As L. have: pointed out. in
previous press statement issued betorel lelt Caleutta
that the discussion was informal and that I had no
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power to commit the B.P.C.C, the Bengal
Parliamentary party of even myself without the
sanction of the organisation to which I have the
honour to belong.

“'Our sccond offence seems to be that now. that
the partition of Bengal is a scttled fact, we are unable
to share the enthusiasm that is being felt by a large
number of my countrymen. We confess we feel
utterly depressed that circumstances over which we
had no control have madc the partition
inevitable,—a partition which has flung more than
a crore of Hindus and ncarly two-thirds of Bengal
into Pakistan.

*'Since we have come to Delhi, myself and my
friends have been made the targets of some special
attention and many malicious and false stories arc
being circulated: about us: So long as these were
confined to a sort ol whispering propaganda we
did not take any notice. .....A responsiblc paper like
the Hindusthan Times and I may mention also The
Statesman ought to have taken some precaution
belore publishing these news, specially what I have
been reported to have said to the ‘demonstrators.
We are here in Delhi and our address could have
been casily available. If the Press wanted to contact
us for verilication, this could easily have been done.
Another instance of carcless reporting is the AP,
news, that mysell and Dr. P.C. Ghosc had scen
Mahatmaji on Sunday last. As far as I am aware,
Dr. Ghose had left Delhi sometime ago and is now
in Calcutta, and T have not yet scen Mahatmaji.
Then regarding the reported demonstrations in'my
house the number of demonstrators has been fixed
in both cases at 100. As for the number of the
youngmen who demonstrated, I believe it would
not exceed 25. As for the number of ladies; I can
say that they came in ‘Tangas’ and their number
could not exceed 24. However, these arc minor
malters. Yet I mention them only to show that these
news have been dressed up and circulated for a
purposc. Now to the significant portion about the
views T have been reported to have expressed to
the ladics, namely, that I was in Delhi *‘at the
instructions of the High Command to carry on further
negotiations for a Coalition Ministry in Bengal and
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to preserve the unity of the Province." I can only
say that there is absolutely no truth in this report.
As a matter of fact, the ladics in the demonstration,
as is usual with all demonstrators, were too anxious
to express their views and were not in a mood
to have any discussion with me or, 1o listen to my
views."'—(U.P.L)
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9 &7% Gandhi: The Last Phase-9 *iEae
AT — He (Suhrawardy) was playing for high
tricks but lacked the courage or the will or perhaps
both to face up to Quaid-i-Azam' who sulfered no
nonsense in theMoslem league camp and was trying
to thread on a thin wire. And Sarat Bosc and his
friends, ‘with more zeal than' prudence, were
permitting themselves unwillingly to be drawn into
Saheed’s desparate gamble.
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