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Asiatic Rescarches (London, 1882), % Sox |
Risley, Castes & Tribes... ‘Introductory Essay®
€S 85, 7 (iii) |

Risley, WW; ‘Introductory Essay’ #f:
(xv-xviii) |

R wra SoTacE A, e, waenzafy,
wiefre wm?, pofgm, ex Fw wwem
CATRTEATET |

ensfere s wud) A Ao ALy @t
7767 @Yl (Bodo) ¢Ardy @iwsfe (TS, ¢,
e, amcar, Awret, @@, G, A

« ‘@re AR’ - a7 Wi (sreE A,
The Rajbansis of North Bengal (The Asiatic
Society, Calcutta, 1965) &% SITIT HL
*Iistorical and Ethnological Data’.)

‘Al the present day the name Kochh, without
doubt the original designation of the Tribe, is
50 carefully tabooed in the districts where they
are most numerous, and where there is every
reason to believe them to represent the earliest
permanent settlers, thatin Kuch Behar itself at
the census of 1881 not a single Kochh was to
befound’. 1LI1Risley, The Castes and Tribes...
(Vol. L., P.491).

. ‘In spite of their pretensions to be Kshatriyas,

the social status of the Rajbansi s still extremely
low, and no well known caste will take cooked
food from their hands or smoke in their hoo-
kahs. In the Darjeeling Terai, where the caste
is numerous, Ilindus take water from them, but
this is one of the concessions Lo circumstances
of which caste custom offers many examples'.
H. Risley, ibid, P. 499.

fedlln ¥@7: “There are said to be no
zamindars among them, the fact probably
being thatall the zamindars who werc originally
Rajbansis have long ago got themselves tra-
nsformed into Rajputs.”” Ibid, P. 499.
el gat Al wweE o aoE
e e ae cuie (o) it |

B LS S80%

@%. “The transformation of the Kochh into the
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Rajbansi... is a singular illustration of the
influence exercised by fiction in the making of
a caste.... Although there is no historical fou-
ndation for the claim of the Rajbansi to be a
provincial varicty of the Kshatriyas, the title
Rajbansi serves much the same purpose for the
lower strata of the Tindu population of No-
rthern Bengal as the title Rajput does for the
landholding classes of dubious origin all over
India. The one term, like the other, serves as
the sonorous designation of alarge and hetero-
geneous group bound together by the common
desire of social distinction.” Ibid, p. 491.
ey wnrETan SR o FARE
FLZATEH Ranajit Das Gupta, Economy, Socie-
ty and Politics in Bengal: Jalpaiguri
1869-1947 (Oxford University Press, Delhi,
1992) Chapter I @3} 4: 87-92, 126-281
@1~ ST ot ST &1« S. Tani-
guchi, ‘The Rajbansi Community and the cha-
nging structure of landtenure in the Koch Bihar
princely state’, in S. Taniguchi et al (¢ d s)
Economic changes and Social Transforma-
tion inModern and Contemporary South Asia
(Tokyo, 1994).
SPdY WAL S20dS— & § AT ARTSATTR
AT IS ACA ST AW Swdd-9T
AR ST Tt A et @ few
T GO AL AT EHTSI IS S
s ST e qeEE, A 91 @
e ‘aifs’ | @ag et Ao ‘aropRfan’ e
Berd 91 (VO A | ¥4 Y505 - A (AT
T RIS (U0 AT I R T |
Ferfie TP BC A W9y ST : It seems that
opposition from sections of high caste Hindus
was an important factor behind the rejection
of the demand.”” R. Das Gupta, op. cit, 7 : v¥ |
Ibid % : ¥d-531

Sy R 410 (TR =) FHFCTA AL CROHT

Beificafiie sfetrs fg-aifimr A gfes b

8,

Y

b3

o, oo ey efre Ciigs aat oo TS
AR G O AU AGE TG |
e~ A AR (@ &R AN AGY
AT A AR Saay ACA TR
&G AR (Sve) GIB1 AT AT
fea aRm wnzw «ffres (e = svve ACER
I GRS SRR @ ST T @
| HROMEN eI AN W, @ FR Rl
sl oftew rewn @1 Wiz s
A Al o @ e Reafier ) Gus
caTeICER Ay GRmECTTE el ¥ IR &
At A} ol &t ormw 8o | R, Das Gupta,
op. cit, 1 ¥ |

. S. Taniguchi, srfieafie ; o : ea-a31

LY,

TG WS G 2N A e af-grn’
R AP Soret et Qs Srary W |
A SICATAT (U0 WO ZH, GaT (S LA T 3
TR I 9] AT WA W 2 | QT
Fw fow ‘Cafre g’ | QR GITT WA A

9,

30

ofee’ T AN W [EER @ AAES
AT W3R S5 Ak : *Many Kamru-
pi Vaidika Brahmins are now setiled in Assam
and it is said that among them there are many
persons learned in Hindu science.... some of the
Vaidiks in this Country have degraded themse*
lves, have become Varna, and instruct the
impure tribes, a meanness to which none of
those in Bengal have submitted.” Francis (Bu-
chanan) Hamilton, An Account of Assam (co-
mpiled in 1807-1814), (Department of Histori-
cal and Antiquarian Studics, Assam, Gauhati,
1963), %: e} |
a Foed rafes wwh emw Rewwea
eI | Sibsankar Mukherjee, ‘The Social
Role of a Caste Association’, The Indjan Eco-
nomic and Social History Review, Jan-March
1994.
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