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XXH.

ON SOME EXTRAORDINARY FACTS,
- CUSTOMS, AND PRACTICES
OF THE HINDUS.

' BY THE PRESIDENT.

St TR e

N the preliminary discourse addressed to the So-
ciety by our late President, Man and Nature were
proposed as the comprehensive objects of our Res
searches; and although 4 by no means think that ad-
vantage should be taken of this extensive proposition
to record every trivial peculiarity of practice, habir,
or thinking, which characterizes the natives of Judia,

“many singularities will be found amongst themn which

are equally calculated to gratify curiosity, and to at-
tract the notice of the philosopher and politician,

Or all studies, that of the human mind is of the
greatest importance; and whether we trace it in igs
perfection or debasement, we learn to avoid error, or
obtain models for improvement and examples for
imitation. In pursuing customs and habits to the
principles from which they are derived, we ascertain
by the sure rule of experience the effects of natural
or moral causes upon the human mind.

THE characters of the natives of India, notwith-
standing all that has been published in Europe, are by
19 means well understood there; and a careful and
2 | L ' acourate

g
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accurate investigation of them, with a due discrimi-
nation of habits and usages, as l;ocal or general,
would afford a subject for a curious, useful, and en-
tertaining dissertation. |

It is not my intention to undertake it. I neither
profess to have ability, nor have I lcisure for the task;
and the preceding remarks are offered to the Society
for the purpose only of introducing the recital of
some extraordinary facts, customs, and practices of
this country, which have occurred to my observatlon
in the course of public duty If the narrative has
too much of the language of office, it may be deem..
ed a sufficient compensation that it is extracted from
official documents, and ]udmal records and hence
has a claim to authcntmxty

THE 1nv1olab111ty of a Brabmen.is a fixed principle
of the Hindus; and to deprlve him of life, either by
direct v1olence, ar by causing hxs death in any mode,
1s a.crime which admits of no CXplatlon To this
prmcxple may be traced the practice called D/oermz,
which was formcrly famlhar at Benares, and may be
translated Carrion or Arrest. It is used by the
Brébmens in that city, to ‘gain a point which cannot
be accomplished by any othcr means ; and the pro-
cess is as follows:

Tur Bribmen who adopts this expedient for the
purpose mcntioncd proceeds to the door or house of
the person against whom it 1 dxrected or whcrcvcr
he may most convemently mtercept him : he there
sets down in Dberna, w1th poison, or a poignard, or
SOmc othcr mstrumcnt of SulCldﬁ in h1s hand, and

' thrcatcmng
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AND PRACTICES OF THE HINDUS. 349

threatening to use it if his adversary should attempg
to molest or pass him, he thus completely arrests him.
In this situation the .Bm_bggzm fasts ; and by the rigor
of the etiquette, which is rarely infringed, the un-
fortunate objeé; of his arrest ought also to fast; and
t'hus they both ._rem‘ainv until the institutor of the
Dherna obtains satisfaction. In this, as he seldom

makes the attempt without resolution to persevere,

he rarely fails ; for if the party thus arrested were to
;suff@g' the Brabmen sitting in Dherna to perish by hun-
ger, the sin would for ever lic upon his head. This
practlce has been less frequent of late years, since
the institution of the Court of Justice at Benares in
1783 ; but the interference of that Court, and even
that of the Resident there, has occasionally proved
Jnsuﬁicxent to check it ; as it has been deemed in ge-

~neral most prudent to avoid for this purpose the use

of coercion, from an apprehension that the first ap-
pearance of it might drive the sitter in Dherna to
su1c1de The discredit of the act would not only
fall upon the officers of _]usuce,‘but upon the Go-
vernment itself. : !

Tux practice of s1ttm9; in Dlerna is not confined

to male Brihmens only. The following instance,which
happened at Benares in the year 1789, will at once
prove and exemplify it :—
: BEENOO Brai the widow of a manof the Bribmini-
cal tube had a lmgatlon with her brother-in-law
BaLKISHEN, WhiCh was tried by arbltlatlon and the
trial and sentence were revised by the court of Jus-
tlce at Benares and agam n Appeal

TH E suu: of Begnoo mvolvcd a clzum of property and

' a con-
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a consideration of cast, which her antagonist declared
she had forfeited. - The decisicn was favourable to
her, but not to-the extent of her wishes; and she re-

solved thercfore to procure by the expedient of the

Dhberna, as above explamed what neither the award of
arbitration nor the judicial decision had granted.

In conformlty to this resolution, BEenoo sat down
inDhernaon BaLkisus N ; and he, after a perseverance
of several days, apprehensive of her death, repaired
with her ro a Hindu temple in Benares : where they
both contmLed to fast some fime longer ‘Fhirteen
"days had elapsed from the commencement of BaL-
KISHEN’S arrest, when he ylelded the contest, by enter-
ing into acondltlonai agreement with Beewoo, that if
she could »cba:ab,hsh the validity of her cast, and in
- proof thercof prevail on some creditable members of
ber own tribe to partake with he r of an entertain-
ment of her pmvxd*ng, he would not only defray the
expence of it, but would also discharge her debts.
"The conditions were accepted by Berx~oo, who fulfil-
led her part of the obligarion gpd her antagonist,
without hesitation, defrayed the charges of the en-
. tertainment : but the non-performance of his en-
gagement Lo dlachawe her debgs, induced mexoo
Bu a1 to institute a suit' against him; and the prac-
tice of the Dberna, with the proofs of 1t were thus
brought forward to official notice.

It is not unworthy of remark that some of the

Pandits, on being consulted, admitted the validity of

‘an obligation extorred by Dherna, provided the ob-

ject were to obtain a Just cayse, or right wickedly
withheld
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withheld by the other pérty,but not otherwife. Others
again rejected the validity of an engagement so ex-
torted, unless 1t should.be subsequently confirmed by
the writer, eu:.hm n wnoL or in part, after thc remo-
val of the coercion upon him. =~ -
Or the practice which I have related, no instance
cxact})} similar has occurred to my knowledge in Ben-
gal or Bebar, although Bribmens, evenin Calcuita, have
been known '_‘to obtain charity or subsistence from
Hindus, by posting themselves before the doors of
their houses, under a declaration to remain there until
their solicitdtions were granted. The moderation of
the demand generally induces a compliance with it ;
which would be withheld if the requisition were ex-
cessive. But I have been credibly informed that in-
stances of this custom occasionally occur in some parts
of the Vizier's do-miniéns, and that Bribmens; have

-been successfully employed there to recover claims, by

callin’g‘u"pon» the debtor to pay them, with a notifica-
tion that they would fast until the discharge of the
debt: 'The debtor, if he possesses property or credit,
never fails to satisfy the demand againft him.

- ANOTHER practice, of a very singularand cruel na-
ture, is called Ereéting a Koor. This term isexplain-
€d to mean a circular pile of wood which is prepared
ready for Conﬂagratxon ‘Upon this, sometimes a cow,
and sometimes an old Woman', 1s placed by the con-
structors of the pile; and ‘t_he_whole' 1s confumed to-
gether. The object of this practice is to intimidate
the officers of Government, or others, from importu-

- to
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fo involve in grear sin the person whose conduct
_;ﬁorces the constryctor of the Koor to this expedient.
AN instance of thls practice occurred in a district
of the province of Benares in the year 1788." Three
Brabirens had erected a Kooy, upon which an old wo-
?naﬂ had s: *a’e_u d herself to be placed ; the object of
temporary intimidation was fully attained by it, and
the tirnely Zu‘;““mu ion of authorlty prevented the
completion of the sacrifice, It cannot be uninterest-
ing to know the cause which u:ged the three Brah-
mens to this desperate and cruel respurce. Their own
explanation is summarily this: That they held lands in
partnerfhip with orhers, but that the public assessment
was unequally imposed upon them; as their partners
paid less, whilst they were charged with more than

their due proportion ; they therefore refused to dis- .

charge any part of the revertues whatever, and erected
a Koor to intimidate the cré\vernment s officers from
making any demands upon them. Their sole object,
as they exp licitly declared, was to obtaln an equal
distribution of the pubhc assessment bctween them-
sclves and their partners.
A wowmaN, nearly blind from age, had in this in-
stance been placed upon the Koor: she was summoned
- toappear before the Englith superintendent of the pro-
vince, but absolutely refused to attend him; declar-
- 1ng that she would throw herself into the first well ra-
ther than submit. The summons was not enforced,
Twis is the only instance_ofsetting up a Koor which
had occurred for many years, previous to 1788, al-
though the practice issaid to have been frequent for-
merly,
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AND PRACTICES OF THE HINDUS. 449

inerly. ~ No information has reached me of the repe-
tition of this practice in Benares, or of the existence

~of it in any other part of the Company’s pofleflions ;

nor is it pretended that it was ever general throughs
out Benares, but is expressly asserted to have been
limited to a very fmall portion of that extensive pro-
vince. |

Tu1s last mentioned fact is very opposite to that
humanity and mildness of disposition by which the
author ofthe historical disquisition, regarding ancient
and modern fudia, affirms the inhabitants of this coun-
try to have been distinguished in every age. As a
general position, liable to particular exceptions, I am
not authorized to dispute it : but it must at the same
time be admitted, that individuals in fud7z are often
writated by petty provocations to the commission of
acts which no provocation can justify ; and, withous
reference to the conduct of professed depredators,
examples may be produced of enormities scarcely
eredible : the result of vindictive pride, and ungo-

verned violence of temper.

In support of these assertions, I shall quote three

remarkable instances, attested by unquestionable evi-
dence. In 1791 SoopisaTer M1ER,a Bréhmen, the farw

mer of land paying revenue and tenant of tax free land
in the province of Benares, was summoned to appear
before a native officer, the deputy collector of the dis~
trict where he resided.  He positively refused to obey
the fummons, which was repeated without effect; and
after some time several people weredeputed to enforce
the process, by compelling his attendance. ~ On their

’ | ' ~ approaching
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approaching his house he cut off the head of his de.
ceased son’s widow, and threw it out. .His first in-
tention was to destroy his own wife ; but it was prov-
&d in evidence that, upon his indication of it, his
son’s widow requested him to decdpitate hér; which
he instantly did.

I~ this case, the process against SoopisuTER was
- regular, his disobedience contémptudus : his situation
in life entitled him to no particular' exemption, he
had nothing to apprehend from obeying the requisi-
tion, and he was certain of fedress if injury or in-
justice were practised upon him.

AnNotuier Brabmen, named Baroo Paunpen, in

1793, was convicted of the murder of his daughter.
His own account of the transaction will best explain
it,and his motives; I give it in abstract. That about
twelve years before the period of the murder, he,
Bavroo, and another man, were joint tenants and cul-
tivators of a spot of ground, when his partner Bavroo
relinquished his share. In 1793 this partner again
brought forward a claim to a share in the ground :
the claim was referred to arbitration, and a decision

was pronouncedinfavour of Baroo. Heconsequently
repatred to the land, and was ploughing it, when he

was Interrupted by his opponent. The words of
Bavroo are as follows: “ I.became angry,and en-

“ raged at his forbxddmg me, and bringing my own

“ little daughter Apmunya, who was onlya year and
““ a half old, to the said -field, I killed her with my
* sweord.”  This transaction also happened in the
province of Benares. ’
THE
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Tre last instance is an act of matricide, perpetrated
B’y BeEEcHuk and ADHER, two Br_ébmem, and zemin-
dars, or proprietors of tanded estates, the extent of
which did not exceed eight acres. The wvillage in
which they resided was the property of many other
zemindars. A dispute, which origindted In a Cotr-
petition for the general fuperintendence of the reve-
nues of the village, had long subsisted between
the two brothers and a perfon named Gowry; and
the officer of government, who had conferred this
charge upon the latter, was intimidated into a revo-
cation of it by the threats of the mother of Bercrnur
and Apuerto swallow poison, as well as to the transfer
of the management to the two Bribmens. By the
same means of intimidation he was ‘deterred from
investigating the complaints of Gowry, which had
been referred to his enquiry by his superior autho-
rity.

Bur the immediate cause whxch instigated the
Bréibmens to murder their mother, was an act of vio-
lence, said to have been committed by the emis-
saries of Gowry, with or without his authority,
and employed by him for a different purpose,
in entering their house, during their absence at
night, and carrying off forty rupees, the property of
Brecuux and ApnER, fromthe apartments of their
women.

Breecuuk first returned to his house, where his
mother, his wife, and his sister-in-law, related what
had happened. He immediately conducted his mo-
ther to an adjacent rivulet, where, being joined in the

grey

~
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grey of the morning by his brothet Apner, they
cqll'ed out aloud to the people of the village, that
although they would overlook the assault as an act
which could not be remedied, the forty rupees must
be retutned. To this exclamation no answer was
received ; nor is there any certainty that it was even
heard by any person ; and Bzecnux without further
hesitation drew his scymetar, and at one stroke se-
vered his mother’s head from her body, with the pro-
fessed view, as entertained and avowed both by parent
and son, that the mother’s spirit, excited by the beat-
~ ing of a large drum during forty days, might for ever
haunt, torment, and pursue to death Gowry and the
athers concerned with him. The last words which
the mother pronounced were, that she would blast the
said Gowry and those connected with him.

T uk violence assertedto have been committed by the
emissaries of Gowryy, in forcibly entering the female
apartmentsof Beecnuxand Apuzr, might bedeemed
an indignity of high provocation; but they appear
to have considered this outrage as of less importance
than the loss of their money, which might and would
have been recovered with due satisfaction, by applica-
tion to the Court of Justice in Benares. The act
which they perpetrated had no other sanction than
what was derived from the local prejudices of the
place where they resided : it was a crime against
their religion : and the two brothers themselves quoted
an instance of a Brihmen, who six or seven years be-
fore had lost his cast and all intercourse with the other

Bribmens, for an act of the same nature. DBut in
truth
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AND PRACTICES OF THE HINDUS, 353
¢ruth Brecr vk and ADHER, alkth_ough Bribmens; had
rto knowledge or education suitable to the high dis-
tinction of their cist] -of which they preserved the
pride only ; beirig 4s grossly ignorant and prejudiced
ds the medrest peasints in dny part of the world.
They seemied surprized when théy heard the doom of
forfeiture of cist pronounéed dgainst them by a
learned Pandit; dnd openly avowed that, $6 far from
conceiving they hdd committéd a barbarois crime;
both they and their mother considéred their 4 as 4
vindication of their honour; not liable to any religious
penalty.: Ly 2t | '

Tuz Society will observe, with some surprize, that

the perpetrators of the several acts which 1 have rela.

ted, were Bribmens. These facts took place within
three districts only of the province of Benayes, named
Kuntel, Buddbooee; and Kerear Sebur. 1 mention
these patticulars that I may not lead dhy persoh into
@ common error of deducing general conclufions
from pattial circumstances. In Bengal and Bebar,
where the passions of Jealousy, pride, and revenge;
sometimes produce very fatal consequentes, I recol-
lect no instance where the efforts of their violence
have been transferred from the objects which excited
it to others that were innocent; as in“\ the preceding
cases, - |
Tuar the practice of Infanticide fhould ever be
$o general as to become a custom with any sect or
race of people, requires the most unexceptionable
evidence to gain belief: and I am sorry to say that
the general practice, as far as regards female infants,
Yor, 1V, - Aa - | is
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is fully substantiated with respect to a particular
tribe on the frontiers of Juanpore: a district of the
province of Benares, adjoining to the country of Oude.
A race of Hindus called Rajekoomars refide here ; and
it was discovered in 178g only, that the custom of
putting to death their female offspring, by causing
the mothers to starve them, had long subsisted, and
did actually then very generally prevail amongst
them. The resident at Berares, ina circuit which he
‘made “through the country where the Rajekoomars
dwell, had an opportunity of authenticating the exist-
ence of the custom from their own confessions: he
conversed with several: all unequivocally admitted
it, but all did not fully acknowledge its atrocity ;
and the only reason which they assigned for the in-
human practice, was the great expence of procuring
suitable matches for their daughters, if they allowed
them to grow up. It is some satisfaction to add, that
the custom, though general, was not universal, as na-
tural affection, or some other motive, had induced the
fathers of some Rajeckoomar families to bring up one,
or more,  of their female issue; but the instances
where more than one daughter had been spared, were
very rare, - One village only furnished a complete
exception to the general custom; and the Rajekoomar
informant, who noticed it, supposed that the inhabit-

ants had sworn, or solemnly pledged themselves to -
each other, to bring up their females. In proof of

his assertion in favour of the village in question, he
added, that several old maids of the Rajeckoomar tribe
then actually existed there, and that their celibacy

i _ _ proceeded
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proceeded from the difficulty of procuring husbands
for them, in consequence of the great expences at-
attending the marriages of this class of people.:

It will riaturally occur to the Society to ask, by
what mode a race of men could be continued under
the existence of the horrid custom which I have de-
scribed.  To this my decuments enable me to reply,
partly from the exceptions to the general custom,
which were occasionally admitted by the more wealthy
Rajekoomars ; more particularly those who happened
to have no-male issue ; but chiefly by intermarriages
with other Rajepoot families, to which the Rajecoomars
were compelled by necessity, Bt

A rrouisiTiON enforced by the denunciation of
the severest temporal penalties, would have ljttle

efficacy in abolishing a custom which existed in op-

position to the feelings of humanity and natural
affection ; and the sanction of that religion which the
Rajekoomars professed was appealed to, in -aid of the.
ordinances of civil authority. Upon this principle
an engagement, binding themselves to: désist in
future from the barbarous practice of causing the
death of their female children, ‘was  prepared, and
circulated amongst the Rajekoomars for their signatures; -
and as it was also discovered that the same custom
prevailed, though in a less degree, amongst a smaller
tribe of people also, within the province of Benares,
called Rajebunses, measures were adopted at the same
time, to make them sensible of its iniquity, and to
procure from them a subscription similar to that ex-

- acted from the Rajekoomars.

Aag . THE
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The following is a copy of the engagement which
the latter subscribed :— .

““ Wurreas it hath become known to the Go-
« yernment of the Honourable East India Company,
¢« that we of the tribe of Rajekoomars do not suffer
¢ our female children to live; and whereas this is a
“ great crime, as mentioned in the Brebma Bywant

¢ Pooran, where it is said that killing even a Fetus'

‘< is as criminal as killing a Brabmen; and that for
« killing a female, or woman, the punishment is to
« guffer in the nerk, or hell, called Kat Shootul, for
“ as many years as there are hairs on their female’s
“¢ body, and that afterwards that person shall be born
“ again, and successively become a leper, and be

s¢ afflicted with the Fukbima ; and whereas the British

“ Government in India, whose subjects we are, have
¢ an utter detestation of such murderous practices,
* and we do ourselves acknowledge, that although
¢ customary among us, they are highly sinful, we
¢ do therefore hereby agree not to commit any longer
“ such detestable acts ; and any among us (which God
“ forbid) who shall be hereafter guilty thereof, or
“ shall not bring up and get our daughters married,
“ to the best of our abilities, among those of our cast,
¢ shall be expelled from our tribe, and shall neither

““ eat nor keep society with us, besides suffering

““ hereafter the punishments denounced in the above
« Pooran and Shaster. We have therefore entered
““into this agreement, ' '

““ Dated the 17th December, 1789.”
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A rEcorb of the various superstitious ceremonies
which prevail throughout Hindustan, would form a
large and curious volume; but as all the preceding
instances which I have related, are taken from trans-
actions in Banares, I cannot refrain from mentioning
the superstitious notions of the people of that pro-
vince regarding the sugar-cane : which proves an
ignorance that may be admitted in ' palliation of
grosser errors. The narrative is a mere extract from

~an official record, with an omission of some words,

and some trifling verbal alterations. ‘

As it is usual with the ryots, or husbandmen, to re~
serve a certain portion of the canes of the preceding
year to serve as plants for their new cultivation, it very
frequently happens that inconsiderable portions of the
old cane remain unappropriated. Whenever this
happens, the proprietor repairs to the spot on the
25th of Feyte, or about the 11th of June, and having
sacrificed to NaeBELE, or the tutelary deity of the
cane, he immediately sets fire to the whole, and is ex-
ceedingly careful to have this operation executed in
as complete and efficacious a manner as possible.

‘Tris act is performed from an apprehension, that
if the old canes were allowed to remain in the ground

‘beyond the 25th of Jeyte, they would in all proba-
“bility produce flowers and seeds ; and the appearance

of these flowers they consider as one of the greatest

misfortunes that can befal thém.

Tury unanimously assert, that if the proprietor of
a plantation ever happens to view even a single cane
therein in flower after the 2 5th of Feyte, the greatest

Aa 3 calamities
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calramit_i'es will befal'hiinself, his parents, his children,
and his property; in short, that death will sweep
away most of the members, or indeed the whole of
his family, within a short period after this unfortunate
spectacle.  If the proprietor’s servant happens to see
the flower, and immediately pulls it from the stalk,
buries it in the earth, and never reveals the circum-
stanice to his master ; in this case they believe that it
will not be productive of any evil consequence.
- But should the matter reach the proprietor’s know-
ledge, the calamities before stated must, accordmg to
the prevailing ideas, infallibly happen.

In support of this belief, many of the most aged
zemindars and ryots in the province of Benares, re-
cited several instances of the above nature, which
they affirmed to have actually happened during their
own time; and moreover, that they had been personal
witnesses to the evils and misfortunes which befel the
unhappy victims of the description alluded to.

Waen we reflect how generally credit was given
to the power of witchcraft, long after the revival of
letters in Europe, and that names of great repute for
learning and abilities are found amongst its defenders,
we shall not be surprized that charms and amulets
are worn in this country by men of superior rank and
~education ; that astrologers are consulted to name the
fortunate hour for commencing a journey or ex-

pedition; and that the fascinatin’gfinﬂuence of an
sevil eye upon the human constitution, as well as the
power of witcheraft, is admitted by the vulgar in ge-
_ heral,- Fortunately, however, the practlce is not sup-
i | ' : posed
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posed to bear any proportion to the belief of the
power; although two recent instances occur to my
recollection, of individuals having been sacrificed to
this popular delusion ; or at least the imputation of
witchcraft was made the pretence for depnvmg them
of life. onfd e :
Burt the judicial records contam a case of great
enormity, in which five women were put to death for
the fupposed practice of sorcery. I shall submit the
circumstances of this transaction, with some detail,
before the Society, premising that it happened in a
district of Ramgur, the least civilized part of the
Company’s possessions,amongst awild and unlettered
tribe, denominated Soonzaar, who have reduced the
detection and trial.of perfons suspected ofw1tchcraﬁ: |
to a system. _ ‘
Tur ek men of the cast-of Seontaar, were in the year
1792 indicted for the murder of five women; the pri-

" soners without hesitation confessed the crime with

which they were charged, and pleaded in their defence
that with their tribes it was the immemorial custom
and practiceto try perfons notorious for witchcraft.

That for this purpose an assembly was convened of

- those of the same tribe, from far and near, and if after

due investigation the charge was proved, the sorcerers
were put to death, and no complaint was ever pre-
ferred on this account to the ruling power. That the
women who were killed had/ undergone the pre-
scribed form of trial, were duly convicted of caufing
*hc: death of the son of one of the prisoners by witch-

Aa g o . craft,
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craft, and had been put to death by the prisoners, in
conformity to the sentence of the assembly.

T e prosecutors, who, agreeably to the forms of the
Mabommedan law, were the relations of thé deceased
women, declared they had no charge to prefer against
the prisoners, being satisfied that thezr relatlons
_had redlly practised sorcery.

“Tue custompleaded by the prisoners was fully sub-
stantiated by the testimony ofa great number of ‘wit-
nesses, who recited specific facts in support of it,
without any denial or disagreement : and from the
collective evidence exhibited in the course of the en-
quiry, the following curious and extraordmary cir=
cumstances appeared :— 2t g

TuaT thesuccessive demise of three or four young

people in a village, led to a suspicion of ‘sorcery as
the cause of ity and the "inhabitants taking alarm
were'upon the watch to detect the witches.: They
were generally discovered dancing naked at midnight
by the light ‘of a lamp, with a broom tied round
their waists, either near: the house ‘of a smk perfon,
or on the outside of the village.
'~ To ascertain with a greater degree of certainty the
persons ‘guilty of practising witchcraft, the three fol=
lowing modes are adopted.: - - - e g
First. Branches of the San/ tree, marked with the
names of all the females in the village, whether mar=
ried or unmarried; who haveattained the age of twelve
years, are planted in the water in the morning, for the
space-of faur hours and a half; and the 'Withering of
any of these branches is proof of’ witchcraft agamst
the person whose name is.annexed to lt, 1
’ L L= Secondly.
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Secondly. Small portions of rice enveloped in c!oths!
méfked as above, gre placed in a nest of white ants;
the consﬁmption of the rice in any of the bags, estab-
lishes sorcery against the woman whose name 1t
bears.

szrdbx,. ‘Lamps are lighted at night ; water is plac-
ed in cups made of leaves, and mustard-seed and oil
1s poured, drop by drop, into the water, whilst the
name of each woman in the village is pronounced ;

the appearance of the shadow of any woman on the

water, during this ceremony, proves her a witch.
: Sucn are the general rules for ascertaining those
who practise witchcraft. In the instance which 2 |
have quoted the witnesses swore, and probably be-
heved that all the proofs against the unfortunate wo-
men had been duly verified: they assert in evidence,
that the branches marked with the names of the five
women accused were withered ; that the rice in the
bags havmg their spec1ﬁc names, was devoured by the
white ants, whilst that in the other bags remained un-
touched that thelr shadows appeared on the water,
on the oil being poured upon it whilst their names
were pronounced ; and farther, that they were seen
dancmg at mldmght in the situation above de-
scribed. |
- It is difficult to conceive that this coincidence of
proof could have been made plausible to the grossest
1gnorance, if experience did not-shew that preposses-
sxon will supercede the evidence of the senses.

THE following custom would be too trivial for no-

tice, if it were not strongly descrlpnve of the sim-
&

plicity
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plicity and ignorance which mark the character of
the generality of the inhabitants of Ramgur.

Frowm habitual neglect in ascertaining the quanti-
ties of land held in lease, and in defining with ac-
curacy their respective tenures, frequent disputes
arise between the inhabitants of different villages re-
garding their boundaries : to determine them, a re-
ference 1% usually made to one or more of the oldest
inhabitants of the adjacent villages; and if thq:se
should not agree in their decision, other men are se<

fected from the inhabitants of the villages clainfing‘

the disputed ground ; and the trial proceeds as fol-
fows: Holes are dug in the contested spot, and in-
to these holes each of the chosen men puts a leg,
and the earth is then thrown in upon it; and in this
situation they remain until one either expresses a wish
to be released, or complains of being bitten or stung
by some insect. This decides the contest, and the
property of the ground is adjudged to belong to
that village the inhabitant of which goes through the
trial with the most foftitude, and escapes unhurt by
msects. :

Ir the preced’ing detail has no relation to science,
it is at least descriptive of manners; and in availing
myself of the opportunities afforded by official occu-
‘pations (which is all indeed that' these occupations
admit) to contribute my portion to the researches of
the Society, my example will, T hope, be imitated by
those who with the same, .or greater opportunitics;
possess more knowledge, ability, and leisure. '
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NO T . s

HAV ING Iately received some further documentson

the subje& of the Dhurna, which 1. did not possess

when the preceding paper was read to the Society, I

ha.ve extracted from them what appears to me requi-
site to elucidate this extraordinary practice. From

these documents it appeara that several cases of Dbur=~
72 had been brought before the Provincial Court of

ju{hce at Benares, and as a penalty had been annexed
to the performance of this mode of importunity, it be-
came necessary to define with precision the rules con-

stltutmg Dhurna, according to the Shaster and Usage. -
- For this purpose a question was proposed to se-
veral Pandits, inhabitants of the province and city of -

Benares; and the answer subscribed by twenty-threc
Pandits 1s as follows :

“ ANy one who fits Dburna on another’s door, or

- 1n hIS house for the reahzation of a debt, or for other

purpose, in Wthh the party sitting takes with him
some weapon or poison, and sits down ; nor does he
eat himself, nor allow the party against whom he is

mttmg, or his farmly, to eat; nor does he allow any
~ person ingress into that person’s house nor egress from

it, and addressmg himself in terms of the strongest

oaths to the people of the house, he says, * If any of

* those ofyour house shalleat victuals, or go into your

“ house, or go out of it, I shall either wound myself

““ with this weapon, or swallow this poison;’’ ‘and it
does sometimes happen that both these events take
olace and that he who sits in Dburna is not to remove

from

)



