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Bologna-process: new courses in South Asian Studies

Hans Harder - new head of Modern Indology

A century of Iqbal in Heidelberg

An Evening
(On the banks of the river Neckar/Heidelberg)

Silent is the moonlight, 
Silent the boughs of trees.
Silent are the music makers of the valley,
And silent the green robed ones of the hills.
Creation is in a swoon
And asleep in the arms of the night.
The stillness has cast such a spell
That even the flow of the Neckar seems still.
The caravan of the stars moves on
In silence, without bells.
Silent are hill and forest and river;
Nature seems lost in contemplation.
Thou too, o heart, be still!
Hold thy grief to thy bosom, and sleep. Iqbal-Ufer, on the banks of the river Neckar, Heidelberg



Content

Teaching   ➜ 3 - 7

 Study excursion to Tamil Nadu 
      by Gabriele Alex       3
 Urdu summer school
      by Christina Oesterheld      3
 The Bologna Process at the SAI
      by Gabriele Alex       4
 Master of health and society in
      South Asia by Gabriele Alex      5
 Field class in Nepal  by Elvira Graner     6
 Medical Anthropology as a tool for public 
      health by Gabriele Alex      6
 Workgroup ÚTheory of historyÛ
      by Georg Berkemer       7
 DGA workshop by Georg Berkemer     7

Research   ➜ 7 - 13

 Building a house of pictures
      by Christiane Brosius       7
 Digital image archive 
      by Marcus Nüsser       8
 Jainas and Muslims in the Deccan  
      by Sabine Scholz and Julia Lauer   10
 Orissa project  
      by Georg Berkemer     11
 Bhutan: Gross national happiness in the
      land of the thunder dragon 
      by Wolfgang-Peter Zingel    11
 Urdu literature and Urdu media
      by Christina Oesterheld    12
 The economic costs of AIDS in Kenya  
      by Clive Bell      13

People   ➜ 13 - 15

 Delegation from Baden-Württemberg
      in India by Manfred Hake    13
 Iqbal centenary 
      by Gita Dharampal-Frick    13
 Staff news      14
 Refocusing Modern Indology
      by Angela Michel     14
 SAI welcomes Mudagamuwe
      Maithrimurthi by Axel Michaels     15
  Guests at the SAI     15

Activities   ➜ 16 - 27

 KarnatakaÙs neglected Jaina heritage
      by Julia Hegewald      16
 Change and stability in rituals
      by Christiane Brosius and Ute Hüsken   17
 South Asia and Central Europe
      by Adam Knowles     17
 Interpreting early Indian history 
      by Gita Dharampal-Frick    17
 SavifaDok by Nicole Merkel    18
 5 days on 8 m2 - the SAI at the Frankfurt
      Book Fair by Angela Michel    19
 SAI branch offices     19      
 Publications and projects    22
 Lectures      27
 Imprint / Impressum     27

Executive Director   Prof. William Sax, PhD

Executive Secretary   Manfred Hake, M.A.

Dept. of Anthropology   Head: Prof. William Sax, PhD

Dept. of Classical Indology  Head: Prof. Dr. Axel Michaels

Dept. of Development Economics  Head: Prof. Clive Bell, PhD

Dept. of Geography   Head: Prof. Dr. Marcus Nüsser

Dept. of History    Head: Prof. Dr. Gita Dharampal-Frick

Dept. of International Economics  Head: Prof. Dr. Oskar Gans

Dept. of Modern Indology  Head: PD Dr. Hans Harder
       
Dept. of Political Science   Head: Prof. Subrata K. Mitra, PhD

Library     Head: BR Dr. Eleonore Schmitt

Academic Advisory Board:
Dr. Christophe Jaffrelot (Director, Centre dÙEtudes et de Recherches Internationales, 
Paris)
Prof. Shahid Amin (Department of History, University of Delhi)
Prof. Michael Watts (Institute of International Studies, University of California, Berke-
ley)
Prof. Pranab Bardhan (Department of Economics, University of California, Berkeley)
Prof. Dr. Peter Thiele (former Director, Linden Museum, Stuttgart)
Prof. Dr. Jens-Uwe Hartmann, Institut für Indologie und Iranistik, Universität 
München)
Prof. William Radice (Dept. of South and South East Asia, SOAS, London)

The South Asia Institute

Editorial
In my last editorial I discussed the growing interest in South Asia that one sees Úon the 
streetÛ in Europe: in Bollywood films for example, or South Asian food, or Bangra Rap.  
European governments have now caught up with their citizens, and we see this quite 
clearly in Germany. The German Academic Exchange Service has recently increased 
its activities in India, the German Research Council has opened a new office in Delhi, 
the state of Baden-Württemburg is considering opening a science center in India (see 
Delegation, p. 13), and the visit of German Chancellor Angela Merkel later this year will 
certainly lead to a raft of new initiatives between India and Germany.

As EuropeÙs leading center for the study of South Asia, the South Asia Institute is natu-
rally pleased by these events, and also challenged by them. How can we, as scholars and 
teachers, best contribute to this process, and steer it in the right direction? To begin with, 
we can ensure that our research methods are up-to-date and that we take advantage of the 
opportunities afforded by the latest technology (see Building a house of pictures p. 8, and 
Digital image archive p. 9). We can also ensure that students and teachers keep flowing 
in both directions (see Study excursion to Tamil Nadu p. 3, Field class in Nepal, p. 6, and 
Guests at the SAI p. 15). Finally, we can do our best to make our academic work avail-
able to the European public (see 5 days on 8 m2, p. 19). In these and many other ways, we 
at the South Asia Institute try to ensure that scholarly work on the subcontinent makes a 
positive contribution to the ever-expanding relations between Europe and South Asia. 

William S. Sax
william.sax@urz.uni-heidelberg.de 
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Under the guidance of Thomas Lehmann 
(Department of Modern Indology) and 
Gabriele Alex (Department of Anthropol-
ogy) fifteen students from the SAI went 
on a study excursion from 10 February to 
3 March 2007.  The aim of the excursion 
was to provide the students with insights 
into the cultural, social, educational and 
political landscape of Tamil Nadu. Spe-
cial emphasis was laid on Tamil village 
life in particular social and environmen-
tal problems on the village level and the 
way these are tackled by local NGOs.

The first stop was Pondichery, a for-
mer French colony, where the French are 
still present in many ways. M. Kannan 
welcomed the students at the French In-
stitute of Puduchery with a talk on Tamil 
culture and literature. Fieldtrips to Vil-
lupuram, Korkade and Tindivanam tar-
geted various political and social aspects 
of life in Tamil Nadu.

The role and work of NGOs in provid-
ing schools for children of a so-called 
Scheduled Tribe was discussed with the 
NGO staff in two projects. This high-
lighted the role of education in the pro-
cess of social mobility but also the many 
problems these communities face. The 
position and social agency of the Dalit 
movement was discussed with the mem-
bers of a Human Rights movement and a 
Dalit politician; here the students could 
actively discuss and enquire about the 
current political situation and the strate-
gies of the subaltern strata of society.

A two day workshop with the Depart-
ment of Tamil studies at the University 
of Puduchery gave students information 
about the university structure and cur-
ricula. They could also discuss projects 

Study excursion to Tamil Nadu

and student everyday life with Indian and 
some overseas students. Together with a 
group of Indian students and academics 
the German students went on a fieldwork 
workshop to Bahoor and exercised differ-
ent empirical research methods. In small 
groups the students then spent two days 
in small villages with families, in order 
to gain a first hand experience of village 
life and of being in the field. 

In Thanjavur, guided tours to the Great 
Temple (Periya Kovil) and the Saraswati 
Mahal library showed the history of Tam-
il Nadu, both colonial and precolonial. 
The excursion concluded with a five day 
stay in Madurai where the students were 
introduced to the various projects of the 
Tamil Nadu Section of FIAN (Food First 

Information and Action Network) and 
visited various villages in the Madurai 
area. The FIAN projects in these villages 
dealt with thematic issues such as rights 
to water and cattle grazing. On the final 
day the students were introduced to the 
famous Chettiar architecture in the Chet-
tinadu area east of Madurai. 

The experiences gained from such ex-
cursions would not be possible through a 
classical seminar. Students and academic 
staff were happy about the outcome and 
the many established contacts, personal 
and professional. We hope to offer a sim-
ilar study programme in due course.

Gabriele Alex
alex@uni-heidelberg.de

The SAI will offer an introductory course 
in Urdu during the summer vacation 
2007. In this course, students develop 
speaking, reading, listening and writing 
skills and acquire basic vocabulary as 
well as knowledge of the main gram-
matical structures and conversational 
etiquette of Urdu. The instructors, Amtul 
Manan Tahir and Christina Oesterheld, 
have taught regular and intensive Urdu 
courses at Erfurt and Heidelberg. 

Participants of the study excursion.                                      - Photo: Gabriele Alex.

Summer school ÚIntensive course in spoken and written UrduÛ

Classes are scheduled to take place 
from Monday to Friday, 9 am to 3.30 pm. 
Participants who take part in the full pro-
gramme and pass the written tests will be 
awarded 4 ECTS or equivalent credits.

All participants must acquire a basic 
knowledge of the Urdu script prior to 
the course. For this purpose, we recom-
mend: Richard Delacy, beginners urdu 
script (teach yourself series), ISBN 0-
340-86028-6.

Time: 30 July - 17 August 2007
Venue: South Asia Institute Heidelberg
Prerequisite: Basic knowledge of the 
Urdu alphabet
Fee: 200 Euro (incl. teaching materials)
Accomodation: Hostel on request
Contact: Christina Oesterheld

Christina Oesterheld
n40@ix.urz.uni-heidelberg.de
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The Bologna Process aims to create a Eu-
ropean Higher Education Area by 2010, 
in which students can choose from a wide 
and transparent range of high quality 
courses and benefit from smooth recog-
nition procedures. The Bologna Declara-
tion of June 1999 has put in motion a se-
ries of reforms needed to make European 
Higher Education more compatible and 
comparable, more competitive and more 
attractive for Europeans and for students 
and scholars from other continents. Re-
form was needed then and reform is still 
needed today if Europe is to match the 
performance of the best performing sys-
tems in the world, notably the United 
States and Asia.

The three priorities of the Bologna 
process are: Introduction of the three 
cycle system (bachelor/master/doctor-
ate), quality assurance and recognition of 
qualifications and periods of study. All 
across Europe, countries and universities 
are engaged in a process of modernisa-
tion. These reforms are part of the Lis-
bon Strategy for Growth and Jobs, which 
also encompasses reinforced cooperation 
in vocational education and training (for 
more information see ➀ ).

The SAI, as all Heidelberg University, 
has started redrafting all courses. Disci-
plines can be studied as major (50 or 75 
per cent) or minor (25 per cent) subjects. 
Total credit points will be 180 for BA 
and 120 for MA.

The main novelty in Germany as com-
pared to the traditional degree structure is 
the BA. The split in into BA and MA pro-
grammes is to enable students to change 
subjects after BA and go on for a more 
specialized education at the MA level. 
The advantages of the new structure are 
obvious: Students obtain a first degree af-
ter three years instead of four to six years 
previously; the new programmes are also 
strongly oriented towards employment.

Until a BA course in South Asian 
Studies (see below) was introduced, 
teaching of the SAI departments was 
strictly within the framework of their re-
spective faculties with heavy emphasis 
on South Asia in philology and a more 
general (systematic) orientation in social 
science. As we are in the middle of the 
restructuring process the following list of 
new courses is an indication of direction 
rather than a complete list or programmes 

The Bologna Process at the South Asia Institute

and courses. For an update see the web 
sites of the departments.

The BA programme in South Asian 
Studies will enter its third year in 2007 
(courses start in autumn). It is designed 
as an undergraduate degree programme 
with emphasis on language and literature, 
i.e. conversational Hindi and Sanskrit, 
and on introductions in culture, society, 
history and economics of South Asia. 
Alternatively, other languages taught at 
the SAI may be chosen as the language 
module in order to suit professional pref-
erences. Within the module Úgeneral 
studiesÛ students are required to attend 
courses in inter-cultural communication, 
IT-skills, rhetoric and presentation. One 
semester is reserved for an internship 
in South Asia to expose students to the 
subcontinent and increase their language 
proficiency. With these three modules, 
i.e. (1) language, (2) culture, society, his-
tory and economics and (3) general stud-
ies, combined, students can expect to be 
well prepared for South Asia related em-
ployment after their BA.

The Department of Geography will 
henceforth offer a comprehensive range 
of courses. The Bachelor programme is 
characterised by a combination of mod-
ules from both Human and Physical Ge-
ography spanning the boundary between 
the natural and social sciences while em-
phasising geographic techniques. 

Courses offered focus on development 
studies and human-environment interac-
tions. Classes on South Asia discuss in 
an integrated way the physical, human, 
and historical characteristics of vari-
ous regions of local and global interest. 
Furthermore, techniques and methods in 
remote sensing, geographic information 
systems (GIS), cartography, and spatial 
statistics are taught in the departmentÙs 
GIS and remote-sensing lab. 

The study programme provides stu-
dents with a broad based and fundamen-
tal background from multiple disciplin-
ary perspectives. Furthermore, teaching 
a wide range of analytical and techni-
cal skills prepares graduates for careers 
in several different areas. Geography 
can also been chosen as a BA minor or 
as part of the Lehramt (teaching career) 
programme.

The Department of Anthropology of-
fers a new Bachelor degree, which com-
prises of the different local research foci 
offered at the Institute of Anthropology, 
which are South Asia, South East Asia 
and Oceania. Medical Anthropology, 
Immigration and Ethnicity as well Media 
Anthropology and Cognitive Anthropol-
ogy are the theoretical research foci in the 
Institute and will be taught in the range of 
modules offered in the framework of the 
Bachelor degree. The Bachelor degree is 
designed in a way to open up a variety of 
different career paths, and a work place-
ment in the third year is obligatory.  

The Master degree in Social and Cul-
tural Anthropology  runs over two years. 
This programme enhances the theoretical 
knowledge already developed in the BA 
and offers special courses focusing on 
the regional and theoretical areas of the 
department..

The Department of Classical Indology 
will introduce a new BA and a new MA-
Programme with the title ÚCultural and 
Religious History of South AsiaÛ.

The core of all programmes will be 
the study of Sanskrit from beginnerÙs to 
intermediate (BA) and advanced level 
(MA). The BA-programme starts with 
an introductory language-module over 
two terms, which is then followed by 
a reading-module over another two to 
three terms. At the MA-level students 
will be made familiar with questions and 
problems related to the latest research in 
Classical Indology. Those taking the MA 
ÚCultural and Religious History of South 
AsiaÛ as a Major will thereby be guided 
towards finding their own field of inter-
est for concluding the programme with 
their MA-Thesis. Emphasis in content 
here will be depending on the studentsÙ 
interest, but will mainly be concerned 
with aspects Hinduism, Buddhism, ritu-
al, classical literature and law.

The BA ÚCultural and Religious His-
tory of South AsiaÛ is designed to make 
students familiar with the classical culture 
and languages of South Asia, and with 
certain aspects of the methodology of the 
humanities and language-studies. De-
pending on the studentsÙ choice of com-
bination with another discipline, these 
BA-Programmes will provide them with 
skills for a consecutive MA-Programme 
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as well as for positions in cultural institu-
tions, media companies or international 
organizations. The research-oriented MA 
ÚCultural and Religious History of South 
AsiaÛ is clearly designed as a first step in 
an academic career..

At the Department of Political Science, 
a number of degrees and subjects are part 
of the teaching programme. While con-
tinuing to teach as part of the old Magis-
ter degrees of Political Science of South 
Asia and Political Science, the courses 
of the department are integrated into the 
BA in South Asian Studies of the SAI, 
as a minor subject into the BA in East 
Asian Studies, and as part of the South 
Asian Studies minor they can be chosen 
for the BA in Political Economics. In ad-
dition to contributing to these degrees, 
the Department is currently designing an 
MA degree in Politics and Public Policy 
in South Asia, and has entered into plan-
ning of an MA of Asian Politics, with 
the Institutes of Political Science, Soci-
ology and Chinese Studies.The teaching 
programme offers a range of introduc-
tory and more advanced courses on the 
political systems and the relationship of 
politics and society in South Asian coun-
tries, on foreign and international policy 
issues in the region, political thought in 
South Asia, as well as theories and meth-
ods related to the study of South Asian 
structures and processes of politics.

The Department of Modern Indology 
is introducing new BA and MA courses 
in ÚModern South Asian Languages and 
LiteraturesÛ. Our aim is to offer students 
a detailed insight into the cultures and 
languages of South Asia, as well as to the 
South Asian Diaspora.

In the BA programme students are re-
quired to learn a South Asian language 
up to the advanced level. The language 
skills are combined with an introduction 
to linguistics and literary theory, so that 
students are familiarised with the meth-
odology of the above discipline. This is 
followed by modules on South Asian lit-
erature. Additionally students may learn 
a second South Asian language or choose 
classes in Cultural Studies, depending on 
their area of academic interest. Those 
doing a Minor (25%) need to learn one 
South Asian language, as well as attend-
ing classes in literature and linguistics. 

In the BA programme a separate mod-
ule focuses on interdisciplinary skills to 

guide the students towards possible oc-
cupations. Moreover internships and / or 
non-touristic stays in the region are rec-
ommended. In the MA ÚModern South 
Asian Languages and LiteraturesÛ a 
prerequisite for doing a Major (75%) in 
South Asian Studies is the knowledge of 
at least one South Asian language. Dur-
ing the course, students enhance their 
language skills in a second language. 
Another emphasis lies on studies in liter-
ature, also comprising religious, anthro-
pologic and cultural questions. 

The Department of History will launch 
its BA course in the winter semester 
2007/08 and its MA course in the winter 
semester 2008/09. Both will be offered 
as major and minor subjects. The BA 
course is a three-year programme car-
rying a workload of 50% (25% minor), 
while the MA is a two-year programme 
course carrying 75% (25% minor).

BA students are required to take two 
basic modules chosen from four epochs 
(modern history I and II, contemporary 
history, premodern history) to reach 
intermediary level in which interdisci-
plinary topics, methodology and histori-
ography are taught. On this level, an in-
ternship at a cultural institution (or some 
weeks of field experience) in South Asia 
are strongly recommended. To qualify for 
their final BA exam, students next take an 
advanced module in the field of their spe-
cialization. An integral part of this pro-
gram is the emphasis on language skills, 
therefore all students are required to study 
at least one South Asian language. MA-
level students will use their methodologi-
cal and language skills to work on special-
ized problems in the field and epoch of 
their choice. The first year constitutes an 
in-depth study of various aspects of their 
special field, for which they can choose 
between modules from different epochs, 
the second year is devoted to the prepara-
tion of their own research, for which ad-
vanced modules are provided. 

As the only place in Germany, Heidel-
berg University has two chairs dedicated 
to Development Economics, both lo-
cated at the SAI. The respective depart-
ments of development economics and in-
ternational economics are teaching these 
subjects as optional/emphasis courses 
in economics. Since 2006 Heidelberg 
has been offering a BA programme in 
Political Economy, linking economics 

Master of health and 
society in South Asia

The SAI has designed a new Master 
of Arts in health and society in South 
Asia, which will start in spring 2009. 
Combining two of the most press-
ing issues in South Asia, health and 
environment, this degree is meant 
to provide students with academic 
knowledge, and further to guide them 
to start problem orientated research 
regarding health and society.

Anchored in the Anthropology de-
partment, the new masterÙs degree 
will focus on Medical Anthropology 
but at the same time offer the students 
an interdisciplinary scope of modules 
from the disciplines of  Modern Indol-
ogy, Classical Indology, History of 
South Asia, Political Science of South 
Asia and Geography. The curriculum 
is designed as a two-year program for 
full-time students and is taught in Eng-
lish. Its modular framework allows 
students  to take a number of manda-
tory and optional modules. Manda-
tory modules comprise a South Asian 
language as well as a an introduction 
to Medical Anthropology, a course on 
healing in South Asia, an introduction 
to health and environment in South 
Asia and methods in social science 
health research. Optional modules 
cover topics from all disciplines in-
volved. The Master thesis includes a 
research period of two months.  With 
this interdisciplinary degree in English 
medium we hope to attract students 
from all over the world, but especially 
from South Asia.

with the other disciplines of their fac-
ulty, i.e. political science and sociology; 
a MA programme in Political Economy 
will start soon. The courses ÚIntroduc-
tion into EconomicsÛ and ÚEconomic 
and Agricultural Politics of South Asian 
CountriesÛ are presently compulsory 
parts of the BA in South Asian Studies. 
Guidelines for economics as a minor (25 
per cent) subject for BA studies are still 
to be finalized. 

Gabriele Alex
alex@uni-heidelberg.de

➀ http://www.europa.eu/
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Classes in the field are a part and parcel 
of studying geography. But during our 
preparations in spring 2006, Nepal was 
undergoing dramatic changes, with vio-
lent demonstrations, curfews and mass 
arrests. This brought about not only an 
end to absolute monarchy but also to 
the civil war, that had been ravaging the 
country for the past ten years. In order 
to prepare the students for this turmoil, 
one of the seminars was entitled ÚNepal, 
from Shangri-La to hot-spot of crisesÛ. 

Luckily, these unrest was overcome 
by September 2006, when a group of 13 
students from Heidelberg joined eight 
students from Tribhuvan University 

In the first two weeks of May 2007, the 
two-week course on Medical Anthropol-
ogy as a tool for Public Health took place 
for the second time at the Department 
of Tropical Hygiene and Public Health 
(Faculty of Medicine). This is a regular 
course for students studying Internation-
al Health in Heidelberg or through the 
Troped network, but can also be taken by 
people not enrolled in the university. 

The participants, most of them working 
in the medical professions or in humani-
tarian aid, came from all over the world. 
Gabriele Alex, from the Department of 

Field class in Nepal

(T.U.) and their teacher Shambhu Kattel. 
The first two weeks of the field course 
focused on getting familiar with various 
organisations and projects of develop-
ment cooperation, such as GTZÙs health 
project. The group also visited historic 
and tourist sites in the Kathmandu val-
ley, with guided tours by knowledgable 
colleagues (N. Sharma and R. Pradhan). 
In addition to a warm welcome at local 
research institutions (such as the Nepal 
Labour Academy) the students could 
also get to know the local university. 
Visits to government organisations, indu-
strial sites (carpet manufactory), a model 
school as well as a Buddhist monastry 

rounded out the programme. During the 
second week the regional focus shifted 
to the southern Terai plain, which is not 
only the cradle of industrialisation but 
also offers a broad spectrum of agrarian 
sites, such as tea estates. In Jhapa district, 
the students got first-hand experience of 
rural regions and communities.

As a second part of their field excursion 
the students could join a two-week class 
in applied research. In close cooperation 
with the students from T.U. they carried 
out empirical research in small groups, 
focusing on social geography. After sev-
eral Údry runsÛ at the SAI they were able 
to collect data, and more importantly ex-
perience: in local villages, urban squatter 
areas, markets, health posts, hospitals 
and schools in Jhapa and in the Kath-
mandu valley. Their findings were pre-
sented during a public workshop at the 
GTZ office in Kathmandu. The studentsÙ 
experiences should most of all contribute 
to minimise (potential) hesitations about 
carrying out field work, in South Asia or 
elsewhere, and to raise their interests and 
enthusiasm for such exercises.

Thanks to the students from Heidel-
berg and Kathmandu, my colleagues 
Shambhu Kattel and Bhupendra Shahi 
as well as Christof Zotter from the SAIÙs 
Kathmandu Office for making this field 
trip possible!

Elvira Graner
egraner@sai.uni-heidelberg.de

Medical Anthropology as a tool for public health

Anthropology at the SAI planned and 
organised the course; lecturers from the 
SAI included Florian Besch, Ferdinand 
Okwaro, Mihaela Paina and William 
Sax.  Johanna Offe from the GTZ (As-
sociation for Technical Cooperation) and 
Pascale Petite Hancart from the Centre 
de Recherche Cultures, Sant‚, Soci‚t‚s, 
University of Marseille, among others, 
contributed to the success of this course. 

The participants gained an understand-
ing of the cultural and social dimension 
of health and illness. The role of ritual  
healing and other indigenous knowledge 

systems and their relation to the global 
biomedical doctrines was examined as 
well as the concept of the body in other 
cultures.

Another important focus of this course 
was the role of ethnographic methods for 
setting up and evaluating Public Health 
programmes. The course will be held 
again in spring 2008. 

 
Gabriele Alex
alex@uni-heidelberg.de

Participants of the excursion.                                                - Photo: Elvira Graner.
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In order to provide a theoretical basis for 
interested students of history, a work-
group on ÚTheory of HistoryÛ was con-
stituted in 2006. Its members, younger 
scholars and advanced students, plan to 
offer advanced seminars on meta-topics 
connected with, but not necessarily inte-
gral to, history as an academic field.

The first seminar was in the winter 
semester 2006/07 on ÚMax Weber and 
Hayden WhiteÛ, with an attendance of 
15 students whose fields of study com-
prised philosophy, literary science, Chi-
nese studies, theology, anthropology and 
indology, besides history itself.

Since it was clear from the beginning 
that the expertise would not be divided 
along the lines of seniority or academic 
rank, ex-cathedra teaching was substi-
tuted by group work, discussion rounds, 

DGA workshop

Since 2005, student members of the DGA 
(German Association for Asian Studies) 
organize workshops for young scholars. 
These meetings are meant as a platform 
for presenting MA and PhD dissertation 
projects. Invited by the organizers as dis-
cussants, two members of the SAI were 
present at the workshop: Marko Veselka 
(Department of International Econom-
ics) and Georg Berkemer (Deptartment 
of History). Presenters and discussants 
alike found the form and atmosphere of 
the meeting friendly, fruitful and refresh-
ing. Students from all fields of study at 
the SAI should be encouraged by their 
peers and research guides to use these 
meetings as an opportunity to present 
their ideas and reflect upon their topics 
and methodology.

Georg Berkemer
berkemer@sai.uni-heidelberg.de

Workgroup ÚTheory of historyÛ - 
from Max Weber to Louis Dumont

and the preparation of joint papers by 
students and teachers alike.

This creative form of teaching turned 
out to a be useful method for creating an 
appropriate atmosphere for discussion of 
abstract ideas. It was therefore decided 
to continue the experiment in summer 
semester 2007. The seminar ÚDumont, 
Guha, Spivak: from structuralism to 
postcolonial critiqueÛ addresses the role 
of cultural science as a colonial disci-
pline, discussing the paradigm change 
based on the two statements ÚIndia is 
oneÛ (Dumont) and ÚUnlearning oneÙs 
priviliges as oneÙs lossÛ.

Georg Berkemer
berkemer@sai.uni-heidelberg.de

The previous edition of the SAI Report 
gave an account of the international 
workshop ÚArchiving the visible and vi-
sualisation in South Asia. Building a sci-
entific database for visual and audiovi-
sual mediaÛ funded by the Collaborative 
Research Project ÚDynamics of RitualÛ 
at Heidelberg University in May 2006. 
This workshop was jointly organized 
by the Department of Anthropology and 
the University of Michigan (Sumathi 
Ramaswamy). It took as its central mis-
sion the twin goals of re-conceptualizing 
current archiving and displaying prac-
tices in light of debates around the visual 
turn (especially in South Asian studies), 
and vice versa, asking how the field of 
visual studies is itself reconfigured by 
our archiving practices. One of the key 
agendas in this workshop was to explore 
means and ways for the construction and 
use of a digital database in order to treat, 
think with and talk about image, text, and 
ritual/ised practice in a new fashion.

Less than one year has passed and the 
project is up and running by the name 
of ÚTasveer GharÛ: A Digital Network 
of South Asian Popular Visual Culture. 
Tasveer Ghar (House of Pictures) is a 
trans-national virtual ÚhomeÛ for collect-

Building a house of pictures - new research on visuality

ing, digitizing, and documenting vari-
ous materials produced by South AsiaÙs 
exciting popular visual sphere including 
posters, calendar art, pilgrimage maps 
and paraphernalia, cinema hoardings, 
advertisements, and other forms of street 
and bazaar art. It is supported by a gener-
ous three-year gift from Adarsh and Ran-
vir Trehan of the Trehan Foundation to 
the University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, 
USA. With these start-up funds several 
events have been planned over the course 
of the next three years. The first event will 
be a virtual exhibition about the theme 
of ÚGender, Nation and the EverydayÛ, 
to be opened early 2008 in collaboration 
with the Institute of International Social 
History in Amsterdam. The network also 
offers fellowships, organises workshops 
and plans several publications on various 
themes related to visual popular culture. 
These activities are currently limited to 
India, but it is envisaged to expand the 
reach to cover the other countries of the 
South Asian subcontinent and possibly 
other Asian countries such as China.

This digital data-base, envisaged as an 
open access, democratic space, will also 
serve as a hub around which to promote 
dialogue and debate on matters pertain-

ing to South Asian popular visual cul-
ture. Tasveer Ghar will help promote 
inter-disciplinary scholarly exchange 
across the globe between academics, art-
ists, and others on South Asian popular 
visual culture.

Tasveer Ghar is located in three insti-
tutional nodes: University of Michigan, 
Ann Arbor, USA, the SAI at the Univer-
sity of Heidelberg, Germany and Sarai, at 
the Center for Study of Developing Soci-
eties, New Delhi, India. The principals at 
these institutions are Sumathi Ramaswa-
my, Christiane Brosius and Shuddhabra-
ta Sengupta respectively. Yousuf Saeed 
is the Project Director based in New 
Delhi. In-house collaboration is planned 
in the context of the LibraryÙs virtual da-
tabase Savifa ➀ in the form of a theme 
portal entitled ÚVirtual VisualitiesÛ as 
well as the Institute of Chinese StudiesÙ 
activities related to popular visual culture 
(Barbara Mittler). Please visit the House 
of Pictures online ➁ !

Christiane Brosius
brosius@sai.uni-heidelberg.de

➀ www.savifa.de
➁ www.tasveerghar.org
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Understanding the causes and extent of 
land use and land cover change in the high 
mountains of South Asia has been a sci-
entific desideratum for many years. The 
documentation of historical photographs 
serves as a primary source of information 
in this context. The digital image archive 
of High Asia is designed as a long-term 
project to establish a systematic database 
of historical and contemporary photo-
graphs (predominantly scanned mate-
rial), remote sensing data (satellite imag-
ery and aerial photographs), and relevant 
multi-source, multi-thematic and multi-
temporal data, such as socioeconomic 
inventories and veg-
etation-ecological 
maps. It is intended 
to make this data-
base accessible for 
future comparative 
studies. 

In the first phase, 
a p p r o x i m a t e l y 
6.000 own terrestri-
al photographs from 
various regions of 
High Asia will be 
scanned, invento-
ried, and integrated 
in the database. 
Apart from regional 
data and toponyms, 
the catalogue of 
photographs entails 
the date of acquisi-
tion and additional 
information about 
the photograph such 
as altitude, aspect and further socioeco-
nomic or ecological details.

Due to the availability of various his-
torical and recent data, the region of 
Nanga Parbat in the north-western Hima-
layas of Pakistan serves as an ideal test 
area for multi-temporal analyses, cover-
ing a diverse array of topics. In the first 
place, the Nanga Parbat study seeks to 
investigate the development of land use 
patterns together with recent vegetation 
changes in the valleys of this high moun-
tain massif. Own fieldwork and mapping 
between 1992 and 1997 (funded within 
the Culture Area Karakorum (CAK) pro-
gramme by the DFG), can be compared 

Digital image archive focusing on land use 
and cover change in the Himalayas

with repeat surveys carried out in August 
and September 2006.

The documentation of contemporary 
land use changes and cultural landscape 
dynamics is further validated by a large 
collection of historical photographs, tak-
en by members of the German Himalaya 
expeditions in 1934 and 1937. It is there-
fore possible to detect land use and cover 
change and to analyze regional devel-
opment trajectories over a span of sev-
enty years. Further fieldwork, including 
repeat photography, is envisaged within 
the forthcoming student excursion to 
northern Pakistan in August and Septem-

ber 2007 (partly funded by the DAAD).
The method of repeat photography can 

generally be described as the practice of 
finding the location of an earlier photo-
graph, reoccupying the original camera 
position, and taking a new photograph 
of the same scene (see examples page 9). 
The retrospective approach is based upon 
the fact that the comparative interpreta-
tion between the original photographs 
and the replicates can serve as a basis for 
detailed assessments of change and/or 
persistence of landscape structures such 
as vegetation cover, land-use patterns, 
and settlement structures. Especially in 
the context of uncertainty concerning 

the extent of contemporary vegetation 
and landscape changes in the Himala-
yas, repeat photography serves as a valu-
able research tool, which might help to 
cope with the problem of diverse and 
often conflicting interpretations of vague 
terms such as landscape degradation and 
sustainable resource utilization.

As with qualitative monitoring ap-
proaches using remote sensing data, 
change detection from terrestrial photo-
graphs requires discernible differences 
between the moments of observation. 
Therefore important factors for inter-
pretation are the degree of detail in the 

photographs and the 
comparability of the 
material used. The 
method of contrast-
ing matched pairs 
of photographs is 
based on visual im-
age interpretation 
and qualitative eval-
uations of changed 
and unchanged ele-
ments. Visual im-
age interpretation 
of photographs is a 
non-numerical ap-
proach starting from 
the perceived image 
characteristics. Ba-
sic characteristics 
of the image used 
during visual inter-
pretation are shape, 
size, pattern, tone, 
texture, shadows, 

geographic or topographic site, and asso-
ciations between features and identified 
objects. 

The possibility to detect heterogeneity 
and homogeneity of image structures de-
termines the spatial resolution (scale) of 
interpretation; the availability of suitable 
photographic material from different 
times determines the time-span for mon-
itoring change and persistence of land-
scape structures. Detailed assessments of 
cultural landscape transformation (e.g. 
settlement patterns, irrigated fields, for-
est distribution) are prerequisites for a 
better understanding of underlying driv-
ing forces such as socioeconomic and/or 

Distinct vertical zonation of climate and vegetation between the arid Indus valley 
(apr. 1100m) and the summit of Nanga Parbat (8126m) in northern Pakistan.
                                                                         - Photo: 18 June 1994, Marcus Nüsser.
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environmental changes.
For the subsequent project phases ex-

tended applications of multi-temporal 
imagery, including remotely sensed data 
is envisaged. Particular emphasis will be 
placed on high resolution (spatial and 
spectral) satellite imagery, which can be 
used for change detection of settlement 
patterns and vegetation habitats. Possible 
approaches are multi-temporal compari-
sons of historical espionage data (e.g. 
CORONA data from the late 1960s and 
early 1970s) with latest available remote 
sensing data (such as IKONOS or Quick-
bird), allowing to detect features as small 
as one meter in range.

Methodological problems involve 
visualization of change detection and 
modelling of prognostic scenarios (e.g. 
glacial retreat, expansion of cultivated 
areas). The integration of pixel-based 
change detection approaches with the 
socioeconomic development and/or 
ecological successions on the ground 
remains a major research challenge. In 
the long term, the regional focus will be 
widened in order to integrate additional 
research areas and to offer new compara-
tive perspectives of human-environment 
interaction.

Marcus Nüsser
marcus.nuesser@uni-heidelberg.de

Temporal sequence showing the re-
treat of the Raikot glacier tongue 
north of Nanga Parbat.

The sequence proves progressive suc-
cession of forest vegetation on the lat-
eral moraines and hygrophilous bushes 
along the glacial meltwater streams.

The fence on the right side of the pho-
tographs, separating cultivated land 
and pastures, can be seen as a persis-
tent element of the cultural landscape 
over the interim of 72 years. 

Upper photo: 16 May 1934, Richard 
Finsterwalder. Middle photo: 2 June 
1994 and lower photo 8 August 2006, 
Marcus Nüsser.

1934

1994

2006
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A common feature of Muslims and Jainas 
in Karnataka is that both were once po-
litical rulers in the Deccan and today 
represent religious minorities in a Hindu 
dominated society.

Based on these observations, the 
Emmy Noether Research Group (DFG) 
set out to examine the position of Jainas 
and Muslims in present day Canarese so-
ciety and the relationship between them. 
What do members of these two religions 
think about one another? Does contact 
between them exist at all, and how can 
it be characterised? These are the ques-
tions we predominantly took into consid-
eration during our three-week field study 
in March 2007.

To find answers, we conducted field-
work in the districts of Bangalore, 

Jainas and Muslims in the Deccan: a complex relationship

Gulbarga, Bijapur, Dharwad and My-
sore, inhabited both by Jainas and Mus-
lims. Our study was a qualitative one and 
consisted mainly of expert interviews, 
involving specialists such as Muslim 
scholars, Jainologists, professors of his-
tory and editors of religious media prod-
ucts. Contact with them was established 
either through personal contacts or, in the 
case of institutions and media organisa-
tions, with the help of the internet. To a 
lesser extent, we also conducted surveys 
among common believers and pilgrims.

Whereas the present percentage of 
Muslims in Karnataka is 12.23%, Jainas 
amount to only 0.78%. The fact that the 
two groups make up such unequal shares 
of the local population has certainly 
favoured some developments, but can-

not exclusively explain them. Due 
to their relatively large num-

ber, but also because of 
their distinct physical  

appearance, their 
different archi-

tecture and  
 

script, their distinctive shops and gas-
tronomy and their presence in the media, 
Muslims are very well known as a social 
group. They, in turn, are often unaware 
of the Jaina community. Jainas dress 
like Hindus, speak local languages, have 
temples, which at first glance look like 
Hindu temples, and their propagation of 
non-violence generally makes them in-
conspicious as a political group. 

It is the issue of violence in particular 
which plays a key role in the discourse 
relating to the other religion i.e. that 
shapes the opinion of the other. Despite 
marked religious differences, the Jainas 
as a social group have a good reputation 
among Muslims who appreciate their 
peacefulness. This is not true the other 
way round: the image of Islam among 
Jainas has been highly influenced by 
the idea of terrorism, by current Muslim 
world politics and by violent conflicts 
with Hindus.

Nevertheless, there is contact and ex-
change between Muslims and Jainas in 
Karnataka. Interaction begins at school 
and often continues at work places or in 
mixed neighbourhoods. Friendships do 
exist, but rather between two individuals 
as opposed to entire families. Whereas 
we did not find a common base for iden-
tification due to their social and political 
role as minorities, there is much eco-
nomic exchange in shops, garages and in 
banking.

We are working on a more detailed 
publication on this topic which will be 
part of the joint book on Jainism in Kar-
nataka, prepared by the members of the 
Emmy Noether research group.

Julia Lauer
juhu_ju@yahoo.com

Sabine Scholz
sscholz@sai.uni-heidelberg.de

Jaina temple and Muslim dargah out-
side Bijapur. Many Muslims chose to 
live in Muslim-dominated neighbour-
hoods, but still, the proximity between 
Muslim and Jaina areas can be close.

- Photo: Lauer.
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On 27 November 2006 the Second Oris-
sa Project of 1999-2005 (Research Focus 
Area of the German Research Council) 
was officially closed in the presence of 
the German Consul general at Kolkata, 
G. Wehrmann, with the handing over of 
manuscripts and a book release function 
at Bhubaneswar, Orissa.

Old palm leaf manuscripts had been 
bought by the First Orissa Project (1971-
1976) and hitherto kept in Bhubaneswar 
by G.N. Das. They were handed over 
to the Indian National Archives by Gita 
Dharampal-Frick as the representative 
of both the SAI and the Federal State 
of Baden-Württemberg, the owner of 
the material, and by Hermann Kulke as 
a member of the first and the director 
of the second Orissa Project. The mate-
rial was received by S. Garg (Assistant 
Director, National Archives of India) 
and L. Das Mohapatra (Records Centre, 
Bhubaneswar). Following the handing-
over ceremony, more than a dozen books 

Bhutan is the least-known country in 
South Asia. Few people have visited this 
ÚShangri LaÛ, tucked away in the eastern 
Himalayas; the official number of tour-
ists is not more than a few thousand per 
year. The first road linking the Land of 
the Thunder Dragon to the outside world 
was only built, famously, when the prime 
minister of neighbouring India came for 
a visit. The hermit kingdom did have its 
encounters with the Raj. The British, 
however, gave them more or less free 
reign as long as the interests of the impe-
rial power were left untouched.

When the British ÚleftÛ, they unilater-
ally cut their links to the princely states 
that were advised to join one of the new 
dominions, Pakistan or India. Bhutan 
was anxious to hold up its position as 
independent of British India. Fearing it 
might lose its independence like the oth-
er Himalayan states with the exception of 
Nepal, it sought admission to the United 
Nations as proof of independence. In or-
der to give its claim more weight, so the 
story goes, it inflated the size of its popu-
lation with the effect that respectable in-
ternational sources still give a population 

Bhutan: Gross National Happiness in the land of the thunder dragon

of over two million, while the Govern-
ment of Bhutan went back to the old esti-
mates and now claims a population of no 
more than three quarters of a million.

This is just one example of how dif-
ficult it can be to assess the past devel-
opment, present situation and outlook 
for the country. Another is citizenship: 
over the last centuries Nepalese people 
moved eastwards along the foothills of 
the Himalayas and settled in (southwest-
ern) Bhutan. The government of Bhutan 
in its efforts to uphold independence em-
barked on a policy of Bhutanization that 
came close to ethnic cleansing, accord-
ing to opponents.

As the number of people residing in 
Bhutan is anyoneÙs guess, it is also not 
known how many of them would qualify 
for citizenship (birth in the country does 
not suffice) and how many Bhutanese 
- however defined - live outside of the 
country. About 100,000 refugees now 
live in camps in Nepal; there are bilat-
eral talks but the Bhutanese government 
is slow to accept any of them as genuine 
Bhutanese.

Otherwise, the last king, who abdi-

cated in December 2006 in favour of his 
son, appears to be a rare example of an 
enlightened monarch who carefully man-
aged the transition of a feudal state into 
a modern democracy. He had a consti-
tution drafted that was to be discussed 
inside and outside of the country, politi-
cal parties will be formed by mid 2007, 
and elections are planned for 2008. He 
even had the concept of Gross National 
Happiness (not to be confused with gross 
national product/income) included in the 
new constitution. The concept, however, 
is not so alien to economists: utility, wel-
fare and wealth are established concepts, 
unfortunately equally difficult to quan-
tify and put into practice.

These caveats are to be kept in mind 
when consulting the host of information 
on Bhutan in the internet, provided by 
the government as well as by exiled op-
position groups.

Wolfgang-Peter Zingel
h93@ix.urz.uni-heidelberg.de

SAI and DFG handing over manuscripts to Indian National Archives

on Orissa were 
released. These 
have been written 
or edited by mem-
bers and co-work-
ers of the project.

The following 
two days are de-
voted to a seminar 
on history-writ-
ing in Orissa from 
the 15th to the 
20th century. The 
emphasis was on 
Madala Panji, a 
text preserving 
major parts of the 
traditional temple archive of the Jagan-
nath temple at Puri.

The second key topic focused on texts 
from OrissaÙs peripheries, many of which 
originated from former princely states 
and the zamindaries of West Orissa and 
Northern Andhra.

Georg Berkemer
berkemer@sai.uni-heidelberg.de

Gita Dharampal-Frick handing over 
manuscripts.                     - Photo: SAI.
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A three-day workshop with the participa-
tion of scholars from Pakistan, Germany, 
Great Britain and the United States was 
organised by the Department of Modern 
Indology, at the IWH, 20-22 July, 2006.

Urdu was envisaged as the national lan-
guage of Pakistan long before the state 
came into being, as it was widely under-
stood as a symbol of the religious and 
cultural identity of South Asian Muslims. 
A large corpus of theological writings, 
guidebooks and manuals for Indian Mus-
lims existed in Urdu since the nineteenth 
century. On the other hand, Urdu was by 
no means the mother tongue of the ma-
jority of Indian Muslims, but rather the 
language of an urban elite. In a simpli-
fied version, however, it served as a com-
mon link language for speakers of differ-
ent languages and dialects. Thus it had 
a supra-regional character at the level of 
educated middle class discourse as well 
as at the popular level. In a way, Urdu 
continues to function on these two levels 
in Pakistan to this day. While on the one 
hand it is imposed from above (through 
compulsory Urdu classes in all schools, 
various government organisations to 
promote the use of Urdu in administra-
tion, business etc.), on the other it is 
supported from below by a rich popular 
culture of Urdu newspapers, journals, 
digests, chapbooks, popular novels and 
oral communication. Though it is often 
understood that Urdu media constitute 
the more orthodox, conservative sec-
tion of the media in Pakistan, it has to be 
noted that a lot of liberal, even socialist 
or Marxist writing goes on in Urdu. The 
workshop at Heidelberg was designed to 
discuss different aspects of this multifac-
eted situation.

With this objective in mind, we invited 
scholars, media persons, creative writ-
ers and publishers from different places 
in Pakistan, Great Britain and the USA 
to take part in the workshop. The pa-
pers were roughly grouped together in 
five sessions under the headings ÚUrdu 
vis-…-vis English and the Regional Lan-
guages of  PakistanÛ, ÚUrdu Print Me-
diaÛ, ÚThe Changing Landscape of Urdu 
LiteratureÛ, ÚWomen in Literature and 
the MediaÛ, and ÛUrdu Film and Televi-

Between popular culture and state ideology
Urdu literature and Urdu media in present-day Pakistan 

sionÛ. After a welcoming address by the 
Consul General of Pakistan at Frankfurt, 
Germany, the first session was inaugu-
rated by a keynote lecture which was 
delivered by Fateh Muhammad Malik, 
chairman, National Language Author-
ity, Islamabad. The following papers 
addressed questions of the ideological 
orientation of Urdu newspapers, of the 
language policies and cultural images of  
Urdu film and television, of dissent and 
protest voiced in Urdu literature and the 
establishmentÙs reaction, as well as the 
question of identity/identities in Urdu 
and regional literatures.

All sessions took place in a very infor-
mal, friendly atmosphere, enhanced by 
the pleasant ambiance of the IWH and 
the fine weather. We had fruitful and of-
ten quite controversial discussions on a 
wide range of topics related to Urdu. One 
of the most striking features of the dis-
cussions was the very divergent percep-
tion of the situation of Urdu language and 
literature. While some authors lamented 
the sad state of affairs and the decline of 
Urdu vis-…-vis English, others pointed to 
the fact that Urdu culture is thriving at 
the popular level.  There is much need 
for further research on this neglected 
domain. In this context, the role of Urdu 

in the educational system was also dis-
cussed from different angles.

Another highly controversial point 
concerns the general concept of litera-
ture: Should it be viewed as an autono-
mous sphere, governed by aesthetic prin-
cipals, or should it be judged primarily 
by its functionality as a means to express 
ideas of reform, social protest, or any 
given ideology? Needless to say, no con-
sensus was reached in this matter.

All participants stressed that they en-
joyed this exchange of ideas and opin-
ions across disciplines, regions and gen-
erations and would like to continue the 
debates in further meetings for which, 
however, a kind of platform would have 
to be created. The proceedings will be 
published in English and Urdu.

The workshop was funded by the Ger-
man Research Council and the Founda-
tion of the University of Heidelberg. 
Participants from the US received travel 
grants from the American Institute of Pak-
istan Studies, and Dr. Yousuf KhushkÙs 
participation was funded by the Pakistan 
Higher Education Commission.

Christina Oesterheld
n40@ix.urz.uni-heidelberg.de

Participants of the workshop during the opening reception. - Photo: Oesterheld.
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The economic costs of AIDS in Kenya Baden-Württemberg  
legislators in India

A delegation of the Committee on 
Science, Reasearch and the Arts of the 
Landtag (state assembly) of Baden-
Württemberg went on a fact-finding 
mission to India from 27 January to 3 
February 2007. The delegation, led by 
Minister Professor Peter Frankenberg, 
visited Delhi, Hyderabad and Chennai 
and held talks with a number of deci-
sion-makers at Universities and other 
academic institutions. Further items on 
the agenda were meetings with Indian 
politicians and various representatives 
of German research organisations 
to update information on the already 
numerous contacts between Baden-
Wuerttemberg and India. Members of 
the SAI were instrumental in prepar-
ing the delegation for the task; the In-
stituteÙs secretary and the head of the 
branch office in Delhi accompanied 
them in India. As a welcome outcome 
of the tour members of the Committe 
from all parties raised a question in the 
State Assembly regarding the possi-
bilities to expand the cooperation be-
tween Baden Württemberg and India 
in the field of science and research.

Iqbal centenary

The year 2007 marks both the 130th 
birthday of the South Asian poet-phi-
losopher Muhammad Iqbal (1877 -
1938), as well as the 100th anniversary 
of his arrival in Heidelberg, where he 
is regarded as a distinguished alumnus 
of the University. To commemorate 
this occasion the Department of His-
tory plans to hold an interdisciplin-
ary workshop on 9th November 2007 
(IqbalÙs birthday), titled ÚRevisioning 
Muhammad Iqbal: Poet and Muslim 
political thinkerÛ. International schol-
ars from varied intellectual back-
grounds and academic disciplines will 
be invited to ensure a fruitful evalu-
ation of the kaleidoscopic range of 
IqbalÙs academic and literary pursuits, 
as well as of his contributions in the 
realms of politics, religion, literature, 
philosophy and scholasticism.

Gita Dharampal-Frick
dharampal-frick@sai.uni-heidelberg.de

An AIDS epidemic threatens Kenya with 
a long wave of premature adult mortal-
ity, and thus with an enduring setback to 
the formation of human capital and eco-
nomic growth. According to UNAIDS, 
about 1.2 million Kenyans were HIV-
positive (out of a population of some 30 
million) in 2003, roughly 150,000 died 
of the disease in that year, and 650,000 
children had been left as orphans. Bell, 
Bruhns and Gersbach (2006) have devel-
oped a model to analyse KenyaÙs pros-
pects, even as the epidemic threatens that 
country with a long wave of premature 
adult mortality.

Applying the model, yields the follow-
ing findings: With AIDS, investment in 
secondary education suffers a consider-
able setback in the period of peak mor-
tality, which is about to arrive. The level 
of secondary-school attainment lies just 
under 40% of that in the counterfactual 
without AIDS in 2010, rising to almost 60 
and 80%, respectively, in 2020 and 2040. 
This setback in secondary education is 
felt throughout the system. By 2040, a 
primary school graduate will be 11% less 
productive than her counterpart in the 
counterfactual, despite parents choosing 
full primary education over the whole 
time span, a secondary school graduate 
18% less, and GDP per adult will be 12% 
less. Another way of summing up the ef-
fects of the epidemic is that it delays the 
attainment of the corresponding counter-
factual values of these central variables 
by about one decade.

Public policy can alter the course of 
the epidemic or mitigate its impact upon 
the accumulation of human capital. Since 
health and education are intertwined in 
this setting, the design of public policy 
should be concerned with both. Measures 
to combat the epidemic are not only in-
trinsically valuable because they reduce 
the toll of suffering and death, but they 
also promote investments in education 
by increasing the familyÙs lifetime re-
sources and the expected returns to such 
investments. In contrast, measures that 
promote education directly, for example, 
school-attendance subsidies, have no de-
mographic effects in our model.

Granting a subsidy of 50% to relieve 
the direct costs of secondary education 
results in claims upon the governmentÙs 
budget that amount to just under 2% of 
GDP. This programme would continue 

until 2030, when the worst of the epi-
demic should be over. An alternative is 
to allocate these funds to combating 
the epidemic. Not only would there be 
a substantial fall in mortality - which is 
desirable in itself - but the associated 
improvement in expectations would also 
promote investment in secondary educa-
tion. How big these effects are depends 
on the relationship between spending on 
combating the epidemic and the profile 
of age-specific mortality. Here, we have 
drawn on our earlier related work. As ex-
pected, the reductions in mortality lead to 
a more numerous population in 2040 (by 
about 10%), in part because completed 
fertility is a little higher. Strikingly, in 
2050, new graduates are more produc-
tive than they would be under the educa-
tion programme. It is this consequence of 
spending on measures to reduce prema-
ture adult mortality that make them so-
cially profitable against the alternative of 
spending directly on education - at least 
when the time horizon is long enough.

The final step is to undertake a cost-
benefit analysis of these interventions 
over an infinite horizon; for their effects, 
like those of the epidemic, are permanent. 
For this purpose, we assume a social dis-
count rate of 5%. Spending programmes 
which combat the epidemic are socially 
very profitable, even when GDP per cap-
ita - as opposed to GDP - is adopted as 
the (instantaneous) welfare index, large-
ly due to their indirect effects on the ex-
pected returns to education. Programmes 
that subsidise post-primary education are 
much less profitable.

Closely related work under a contract 
from the World Bank is being undertak-
en for Ethiopia (Bell and Koukoumelis, 
2007), one of the worldÙs poorest coun-
tries. Still overwhelmingly agrarian, with 
wide urban-rural disparities, the econo-
myÙs dualism induces heavy migration, 
and so strengthens an epidemic already in 
the making. This interplay of economics 
and demography has a prominent place 
in our current and future research.

The groupÙs programme of work on 
AIDS is also bearing fruit in teaching: 
Bell is offering a new field in the Haupt-
studium in Economics, with the title, 
ÚDeath, Disease and DevelopmentÛ. 

Clive Bell
clive.bell@urz.uni-heidelberg.de
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Peter BRAUN took up an appoint-
ment as representative at the SAI 
Branch Office in New Delhi.

Christoph EMMRICH, Dept. of Clas-
sical Indology, took up an appoint-
ment as Assistant Professor at the 
University of Toronto.

Monika FREIER took up an ap-
pointment as substitute of Anuradha 
BHALLA in the Dept. of Modern In-
dology.

Hans HARDER took up a position as 
head of the Dept. of Modern Indology. 

Vera HÖKE, Dept. of History, was 
awarded the SAI Förderpreis 2007.

Markus KECK joined the Dept. of 
International Economics as Wissen-
schaftlicher Mitarbeiter [scientific 
assistant] in the DFG project ÚThe 
metropolitan food system of Dhaka/
BangladeshÛ.

Frithjof KILP, Dept. of International 
Economics, took up a position as 
economist at the German Association 
for Materials Management, Purchas-
ing, and Logistics, Frankfurt.

Axel MICHAELS was elected a Full 
Member of the Heidelberg Academy 
of Sciences.

Christiane NOE, Dept. of Geography, 
took up a position of Project Officer 
Sri Lanka with Christian Blind Mis-
sion.

Srilata RAMAN resigned and took 
up a professorship at the University 
of Wisconsin.

Susanne SCHMIDT took up an ap-
pointment as Wissenschaftliche Mi-
tarbeiterin [scientific assistant] in the 
Dept. of Geography.

Clemens SPIESS took up an appoint-
ment as Wissenschaftlicher Mitarbe-
iter [scientific assistant] in the Dept. 
of Political Science.

Refocusing Modern Indology - bringing Urdu,  
Bengali and Tamil more into the limelight

People

The SAI welcomes Hans Harder who 
has been appointed the new Head of the 
Department of Modern Indology. Angela 
Michel spoke with him about his new po-
sition.

On 1 April 2007 you succeeded Monika 
Boehm-Tettelbach as Professor of Mod-
ern Indology. Her farewell symposium 
in February last year had the provoca-
tive title ÚUnnütze Spielereien?Û (Idle 
Games?) What is, in your opinion, so 
fascinating about Modern Indology to-
day?

The ÚIdle GamesÛ of Monika Boehm-
TettelbachÙs symposium referred, as far 
as I know, to the study of alankaras in 
Sanskrit literature. Maybe  some of the 
poets who used these stylistic devices 
could at times afford to be idle, but I 
donÙt think that idleness is a necessary  
prerequisite for Sanskritists who venture 
into that complicated area.  So the ques-
tion mark behind the title is quite in or-
der.

As for Modern Indology, Monika 
Boehm-Tettelbach has definitely never  
understood it as an idle pastime. I admire 
her research work and acute intellect very 
much, and in this way it is both an hon-

our and a  challenge for me to find myself 
as her successor. Modern Indology at our 
department offers access to languages 
(Urdu, Tamil, Hindi, Bengali) with alto-
gether roughly 900 million speakers, and 

thus puts us in touch with the fascinating 
things some of these people have to say 
in these languages.

What is your vision for the department? 

IÙd like to do a number of things that 
maybe add up to a vision if  taken togeth-
er -- namely, to change the name of the 
department from ÚModerne IndologieÛ  
to ÚNeusprachliche SüdasienstudienÛ 
[South Asian Studies and Modern Lan-
guages] in order to  include more clearly 
the non-Indian South Asian states; to 
bring Bengali, Urdu and Tamil more into 
the limelight; to establish a research fo-
cus on regional Islamic cultures in South 
Asia; and otherwise to keep it in the good 
shape in which IÙve found it!

Where do you see your strongest links 
with other departments at the SAI? 

We aspire to stand for competence in 
modern South Asian languages and tex-

Hans Harder, new head of the Department of Modern Indology.     - Photo: SAI.
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The SAI is pleased to announce the ap-
pointment of a new lecturer in Sanskrit, 
Mudagamuwe Maithrimurthi, who joined 
the staff of the SAI in the winter semester 
2006 after completing a visiting Numata 
professorship at Hamburg University. 
Maithrimurthi has taught 
at several German univer-
sities (Hamburg, Kiel and 
Leipzig) and also for one 
year at the University of 
Michigan (Department of 
Asian Languages & Cul-
tures, Ann Arbor, USA). 

Originally from Sri 
Lanka, Maithrimurthi was 
educated in the monas-
tic tradition of Sri Lanka 
(Pali) and at the Univer-
sity of Kelaniya (Sanskrit 
and German). His post-
graduate studies at the 
University of Hamburg, 
where he graduated and 
completed his DPhil, firm-
ly established him in the 
long tradition of Germany Indology. At 
Hamburg he was introduced to research 
in areas related to Buddhist thought in 
the diverse philosophical schools of an-
cient India.

His doctoral dissertation, which was 
published under the title ÚWohlwollen, 
Freude, Mitleid und GleichmutÛ, ex-
plores a central issue of Buddhist spiritu-
ality and ethics. The first part of this study 
is a thorough and perceptive investiga-
tion of the four ÚUnlimited or Brahmic 
StatesÛ (apramana, brahmavihara), i.e., 
friendliness, compassion, joyfulness and 

Staff News

Zuzana ZDENEKOV± joined the 
Dept. of International Economics as 
Wissenschaftliche Mitarbeiterin [sci-
entific assistant].

Guests at the SAI

Amit DEY, Baden-Württemberg Fel-
low (Dept. of History)

Qazi Afzal HUSAIN, Aligarh Muslim 
University, Aligarh, Baden-Württem-
berg-Fellow (Dept. of History, sum-
mer term 2007)

Muhammad Yousuf KHUSHK, Shah 
Abdul Latif University, Khairpur, 
Sindh, Post Doctarate Fellow, High-
er  Education Commission (Dept. of 
Modern Indology, 10/2006-07/2007)

 
Maqsudul Hasan NURI, Islamabad 
Policy Research Institute, DAAD  
Fellow (Dept. of Political Science, 
07-09/2006)

Girija Prasad PANDE, Kumaun Uni-
versity, Nainital, Baden-Württember-
Fellow (Dept. of Anthropology, sum-
mer term 2007)

Prakash SARANGI, University of 
Hyderabad, Humboldt Fellow  (Dept. 
of Political Science, 04-07/2006)

Sayed Wiqar Ali SHAH, Quaid i 
Azam University, Islamabad (Dept. 
of History)

V.B. SINGH, Centre for the Study 
of Developing Societies, New Delhi 
(Dept. of Political Science, 01/2007) 

Emmanuel THEOPHILOUS, Re-
search co-operation (Dept. of Geog-
raphy, 01-02/2007)

Chen TZOREF-ASHKENAZI, Post-
doctoral, Fellowship Minerva Foun-
dation (Dept. of History)

SAI welcomes Mudagamuwe Maithrimurthi

equanimity in the Pali canon (compared 
with Chinese versions). The second part 
investigates their development in Thera-
vada and Sarvastivada Abhidharma as 
well as early Yogacara on the basis of 
representative sources. Critical editions 

(partly in Sanskrit, partly 
in Tibetan) and annotated 
translations of the most 
important and pertinent 
texts of the Yogacara tra-
dition form the third and 
last part of the study.

During his MA research 
at Hamburg University 
he investigated the atti-
tude of Ceylonese Bud-
dhists towards animals 
and plants. His findings 
were later published in 
a joint paper with Lam-
bert Schmithausen (ÚTier 
und Mensch im Buddhis-
musÛ), and an English ver-
sion of this article is to be 
published in ÚPenser, dire 

et repr‚senter lÙanimal dans le monde In-
dienÛ (ed. Nalini Balbir). For his future 
research he intends to build on this long-
term interest in the field of Buddhist eth-
ics and the teaching of non-violence.

We are particularly excited that Dr. 
Maithrimurthi has agreed to offer courses 
in spoken Sinhala, thereby filling a gap 
in the current curriculum of the SAI.

Axel Michaels
axel.michaels@urz.uni-heidelberg.de

People

tual studies, but of course also, last but 
not at all least, in South Asian cultures. 
How could we possibly do without In-
dology, History, Cultural Anthropology, 
Political Sciences, Religious Studies  and 
the other subjects that teach us vital as-
pects of South Asia? Links with these are 
not only welcome, but indispensable on 
both teaching and research levels.

A few years ago you were a student at 
the SAI. If you compare living in Halle 
with coming back to Heidelberg - what 
will you miss the most?

Heidelberg lives up to its reputation, 
whereas Halle exceeds its reputation. 
And itÙs hard to compare Halle in 1995 
with Halle now, while Heidelberg - ex-
cept the expanding Neuenheimer Feld 
area - is still very much as it used to be. 
I liked Heidelberg then, and IÙm sure IÙll 
like it again. But IÙll certainly miss Halle 
(the city, the friends  and the years I had 
there) very much at times. 

Angela Michel
amichel@sai.uni-heidelberg.de

Mudagamuwe Maithri-
murthi, the new lecturer in 
Sanskrit.         - Photo: SAI.
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Following its successful start, the Emmy 
Noether Research Group (DFG) on Jain-
ism in Karnataka had an equally inten-
sive range of activities during the second 
year. At the beginning of 2006, Julia 
Hegewald, Pius Pinto and Sabine Scholz 
conducted joint fieldwork in Karnataka. 
This involved the documentation of the 
Mahamastakabhisheka, the great head 
anointing ceremony of the Digambara 
Jainas at Shravanabelgola. Over the next 
months, the material was ordered and an-
alysed, culminating in an exhibition fo-
cusing on this rare event. The show was 
on display in the SAI in June and July 
2006. As part of the exhibition, guided 
tours and slide presentations throughout 
Germany, in Britain (London, Cam-
bridge) and Canada (Toronto, London 
Ontario) drew attention to the important 
religious event and the activities of the 
Heidelberg research group.

In October, Sabine Scholz and Pius 
Pinto started their main extended field-
work and remained in Karnataka through-
out the winter. In December, they were 
joined by Julia Hegewald for the planning 
of the groupÙs first international confer-
ence, dedicated to Jainism in Karnataka. 
This was held in cooperation with S. Set-

KarnatakaÙs neglected Jaina heritage

tar at the National Institute of Advanced 
Studies (NIAS) in Bangalore in February 
2007. The two-day symposium brought 
together Jaina specialists from the areas 
of literature, history, art and architecture, 
and religion. Delegates presenting papers 
came from Delhi, Ahmedabad, Pondi-
cherry and from universities throughout 
Karnataka. It is planned to publish the 
proceedings in the form of an edited 
book.

In cooperation with the Faculty of 
Architecture, Centre for Environmental 
Planning and Technology, CEPT Univer-
sity Ahmedabad, the research team staged 
a second exhibition. This focussed on the 
sacred pilgrimage centre of Mudabidri in 
the coastal region of Karnataka and its 
distinct temple architecture. The exhib-
its included thirty large-scale panels of 
detailed architectural drawings, ground 
plans and sections of a large number of 
bastis (Jaina temples) from the site. The 
material was assembled by Miki Desai 
and Pratyush Shankar from CEPT. The 
formal opening of the exhibition in Ban-
galore was held on 24th February 2007.

Following these events, the team mem-
bers continued their field research in Kar-
nataka. Pius Pinto returned to the coastal 

region to take up his studies in temple 
archives. Julia Hegewald located and 
documented further Jaina temple sites 
which have been converted by various 
Hindu groups for their own use. As part 
of her research on the theory of Úre-useÛ, 
the focus of the groupÙs enquiry deals 
with the interrelation between Jainas and 
Hindus in the region. In order to widen 
the scope of the project, Sabine Scholz 
and Julia Lauer set out to conduct a small 
scale research project on Jaina-Muslim 
relations (see page 10)).

After their return from India, Julia He-
gewald and Sabine Scholz travelled to 
London, where the group had co-funded 
and co-organised this yearÙs Jaina Stud-
ies Conference at SOAS. This was a Eu-
ropean network initiative in collaboration 
with Peter Flügel from the University of 
London and Olle Qvarnström from the 
University of Lund. 

Further projects have been planned for 
the future to draw attention to the wealth 
and complexity of KarnatakaÙs neglected 
Jaina heritage.

Julia A. B. Hegewald
Julia.Hegewald@urz.uni-heidelberg.de

Delegates attending the conference on Jainism in Karnataka at the National Institute of Advanced Studies (NIAS) in Banga-
lore, February 2007.               - Photo: Hegewald.

Activities
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Activities

The second session of the South Asia Ini-
tiative - Harvard University / SAI con-
ference, titled ÚExchange of Ideas and 
Culture between South Asia and Central 
Europe in the 19th and 20th CenturyÛ, 
was hosted in conjunction with Harvard 
by the SAIÙs History Department on Oc-
tober 27 and 28.

Focusing on the theme of exchanges 
across the colonial divide, the often ne-
glected contact points between Central 
Europe and South Asia were given a re-
appraisal by such renowned scholars as 
Sugata Bose, Sudipta Kaviraj, and Chris 
Bayly. Kaviraj offered a new reading of 
SaidÙs Orientalism. Ayesha JalalÙs paper 
rounded off the session on GermanyÙs role 
in global intellectual exchanges, moving 
beyond the myth of Germany as a neutral 
intellectual spectator situated on the edge 
of a Europe colonizing the world. In vari-
ous papers (by Ben Zachariah, Amit Das 
Gupta and Doug McGetchin) Germany 

South Asia and Central Europe

was portrayed as a nodal point in a sys-
tem of exchange that both fed into and 
fed on a global zeitgeist.

Kate OÙMalley examined the contact 
between Ireland and India, while Stan-
islava Vavrouskova traced the links be-
tween India and former Czechoslovakia. 
Both papers, focusing on particular na-
tion-states, contributed to the confer-
enceÙs broader attempt to move beyond 
the notion of nation-states as homog-
enous and hermetical realms of thought.

While a discussion of Orientalism set 
the tone for the conference, the proceed-
ings came to a fitting end with a discus-
sion of Claude MarkovitsÙ paper on Oc-
cidentalism. Europe, too, was created 
and imagined by South Asians, as both 
Dilip Menon and Markovits showed.

Adam Knowles
aknowles@sai.uni-heidelberg.de

Interpreting early 
Indian history

This conference was jointly organ-
ised by Hermann Kulke (Kiel) and 
the Chair of South Asian History, 
and sponsored for the Indian partici-
pants by the National Book Trust of 
India, whose chairman, Bipan Chan-
dra, aimed at lending more academic 
prominence in Germany to the history 
of Ancient and Medieval India.

The eminent participants were 
Romila Thapar, R. Champakalak-
shmi, Brajadulal Chattopadhyaya 
and Kesavan Veluthat. The Indian 
Embassy in Berlin and the Consulate 
General in Frankfurt acted as coor-
dinators. It was a great privilege for 
Gita Dharampal-Frick to host this 
conference on behalf of the South 
Asia Institute.

The discussants presented tangible 
examples of the new turn in historical 
scholarship, whereby the interroga-
tion into concerns of distant centuries 
has been revolutionized enabling his-
torians to give voice to the polyphony 
of past ages. Thereby they drew our 
attention to the multiplicity of histori-
cal and religious traditions (dealing 
with regional historiographies, theo-
ries of state formation, religious his-
tory and categorization).

In particular the presence of al-
ternative historiographies was high-
lighted, though concern was also 
shown for their inherent dilemmas. 
At the same time, the non-uni-dimen-
sionality of historical contexts and the 
plurality of religious formations were 
foregrounded, and crucial questions 
were raised with regard to the use of 
theoretical model-building and cat-
egorization.

Gita Dharampal-Frick
dharampal-frick@sai.uni-heidel-
berg.de

Change and stability in rituals

There is a general perception that rituals 
are invariable, static and unchangeable, 
that they follow strict rules and norms, 
and are highly repetitive. However, the 
position of the collaborative research 
area on the Údynamics of ritualsÛ (SFB 
619) presupposes that change and trans-
fer, invention and reinvention of rituals 
are the norm rather than the exception. In 
order to exchange views on the subject 
matter with scholars from Germany and 
India, Christiane Brosius (Department 
of Anthropology) and Ute Hüsken (De-
partment of Classical Indology) from the 
Collaborative Research Centre organised 
an International Conference on Change 
and Stability in Rituals in Delhi (11-14 
October 2006), funded by the German 
Research Foundation (DFG), with sup-
port from the Max Mueller Bhawan 
(Goethe-Institut) in Delhi.

The symposium was co-organized by 
Michael Köberlein from the Delhi branch 
of the SAI, and Stefan Dreyer and Heiko 
Sievers from the Max Mueller Bhavan, 
where the symposium was held. It includ-
ed a ÚSneak PreviewÛ of the new DFG In-
dia Office in the new premises at German 

House and a film screening of ÚShivaÙs 
Places - seen by Christian Bau and Niels 
GutschowÛ with an introduction on Bena-
res in film by Jörg Gengnagel. The key-
note ÚThe Uses of RitualÛ at the public 
session was delivered by Sudhir Kakar at 
Teen Murti Bhavan Auditorium.

Following this, scholars from various 
disciplines, and from India, Europe and 
New Zealand, engaged in three days of 
intensive exchange on the interaction 
of rituals and ritualised practices with 
their context utilising cross-cultural and 
trans-historical approaches. Topics in-
cluded ÚGender, Religion and the Public 
SphereÛ, ÚRitual TransferÛ, ÚRitual effi-
cacyÛ, and ÚMedia, Aesthetics and Ritu-
alÛ. The proceedings of this conference 
will be published under the title ÚRitual 
MattersÛ.

Christiane Brosius
brosius@sai.uni-heidelberg.de

Ute Hüsken
ute.huesken@urz.uni-heidelberg.de



18

The growing internationalization of sci-
ence and research has increased the need 
for access to scientific information - in-
dependent of time and location. The rap-
id development and spread of electronic 

means of communication opened up new 
ways of making information available 
on the internet. E-publishing, Open Ac-
cess, digital repositories - all describe a 
relatively new trend in academic pub-
lishing which aims to improve access to 
scientific information. To accommodate 
to these new developments Savifa - the 
virtual library South Asia offers with 
SavifaDok a digital repository for South 
Asian Studies. 

Our services and your advantages

We publish academic literature in South 
Asian studies, e.g. research papers, dis-
sertations, books. On SavifaDok we of-
fer the possibility to create publication 
series or sub-portals with an individual 
layout representing e.g. your own insti-
tution. Three series have already been 
established:

SavifaDok - digital repository South Asian studies

Südasienwissenschaftliche Arbeits- 
blätter (working papers in South Asian 
Studies), edited by Peter Rahul Das, 
Martin-Luther-University of Halle-
Wittenberg.

Internet publication series on South 
Asian history edited by Gita Dharam-
pal-Frick and Georg Berkemer, SAI
Elektronische Veröffentlichungen zur 

Geschichte Südasiens (e-publications 
in South Asian History) edited by Gita 
Dharampal-Frick and Georg Berke-
mer, SAI

Long-term availability is guaranteed by 
assigning standardized addresses (URNs) 
and metadata. Professional cataloguing 
ensures that your work can be searched 
and found worldwide in library cata-
logues and search engines like Google.

Advantages of Open Access

Your work reaches a worldwide audience 
larger than that of any subscription-based 

journal and probably increases the Úim-
pactÛ and ÚvisibilityÛ of your scientific 
work. Publishing on SavifaDok docu-
ments your intellectual property rights 
much earlier than by any traditional pub-

lishing process, which sometimes might 
take months if not years. Many publishers 
allow their authors to publish their print-
ed work parallel on Open Access servers. 
Digital repositories like SavifaDok give 
you barrier-free access to literature you 
need for your research.

If you would like to publish on Savi-
faDok or wish to receive further informa-
tion, please contact:

Nicole Merkel
merkel@sai.uni-heidelberg.de

➀ http://archiv.ub.uni-heidelberg.de/
savifadok/

Activities







A new way of making information available on the internet: SavifaDok, the Open Access document server of Savifa - the 
Virtual Library South Asia.                       �
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Five days on eight square meters - the SAI at Frankfurt Book Fair

7,272 exhibitors from 113 countries, 
382,000 titles on 172,000 square meters, 
and 286,621 visitors consuming more 
than 150,000 litres of coffee in a buzz-
ing atmosphere - the Frankfurt Book Fair 
2006 was in many ways a unique expe-
rience. After a 12-hour stand-building 
marathon on Monday we were ready on 
Wednesday morning at 9 oÙclock to join 
the world of movers and shakers in the 
literary world to provide information on 
the South Asia Institute, swap gossip and 
court the public. 

The Frankfurt Book Fair is widely re-

garded as the summit of all book fairs 
and with India as the Guest of Honour 
in 2006 it turned out to be a highlight 
for the Institute. Interviews and interest-
ing visitors at the stand, a well-informed 
public and an ideal neighbourhood - the 
members of the SAI certainly profited 
from participating and proved an old say-
ing wrong that public relations was 85% 
confusion and only 15% commission. An 
impressive ÚproductÛ of the fair - the new 
GEO Special Edition on India - is cur-
rently available at the newsagents.

This year we will do it again, so come 

and see us from 10-14 October 2007 
in the International Centre in Hall 5.0, 
where you will us find among other 
German cultural institutions such as the 
Goethe Institute and the German Aca-
demic Exchange Service. For further in-
formation on the programme, see ➀.

Angela Michel
amichel@sai.uni-heidelberg.de

➀ http://www.frankfurt-book-fair.com/

Eight square meter�

SAI branch offices

Colombo

violations, no longer a Úlow-intensive 
conflictÛ - in August 2006, Sri Lanka 
went back to war.

The Army and LTTE (Liberation Ti-
gers of Tamil Eelam) are fighting openly 
in the North and East. UNHCR reports 
more than 300,000 internally displaced 
people. The humanitarian situation is 
getting critical with no access to proper 
food supply, water and medical services. 

Failed peace talks in Sri Lanka: the 
cease fire agreement still stands, but 
Sri Lanka is back at war

A political solution for the conflict in Sri 
Lanka is no longer a realistic option. The 
number of attacks by both sides, killings 
and violation of human rights increased 
dramatically during the last year. It is no 
longer a ceasefire agreement riddled with 

Only recently hit by one of the most dev-
astating natural desasters in history, 
Sri Lanka has been stopped again on its 
slow and painful way to recovery: The 
SAIÙs Representative in Colombo, Pia 
Hollenbach, reports from a country at 
war - and how this situation affects the 
life and work of the people at the branch 
office. 
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Last year dramatic changes took place in 
Nepal. After the king made his so called 
ÚmoveÛ, dissolved the parliament and as-
sumed autocratic rule in February 2005, 
Maoists and a Seven Party Alliance 
jointly organized a series of strikes and 
protests culminating in an 19-day nation-
wide mass uprising in April 2006. King 
GyanendraÙs government imposed cur-
few and ordered the police force to bru-
tally act against protesters, but finally the 
regime was forced to collapse. When the 
King resigned from power on 24th April 
2006, more than a dozen pro-democratic 
activists had lost their lives and thou-
sands others were injured in the peopleÙs 

Kathmandu

Activities

movement, subsequently named Jan An-
dolan II referring back to the democratic 
movement in 1990. 

Soon after the reinstallment of the par-
liament Nepal, the last Hindu Kingdom 
of the world was declared a secular state, 
but further steps followed slowly. Only 
in November 2006 by signing a peace 
declaration Maoists and the Seven Party 
Alliance declared an offical end to the 
decade of civil war in the country. An 
interim government including the Mao-
ists was formed only at the beginning of 
April 2007. 

There were different reasons for this 
delay. After the king lost his power sev-

eral interest groups started protesting 
against injustice existing in the country 
and demonstrations became part of ev-
eryday life in the capital. In the Terai, 
the southern region of the country ad-
jacent to India, the protest situation got 
especially serious. There, a number of 
organisations not only held meetings and 
demonstrations, but also attacked police-
stations and government offices in order 
to protest against the predominance of 
the hill people (Pahari) over the people 
of the south, the so called Madhesi. The 
region underwent weeks of curfew and 
the number of people who lost their lives 
or were injured in the unrests, exceeded 

The A9, the only connecting road into the 
Jaffna peninsula, is closed and humani-
tarian aid is only possible if the Govern-
ment and the LTTE both agree on a cease 
fire long enough to get the aid into the 
conflict zone. 

The LTTE demonstrate their strength 
in ceaseless attacks, their newly imple-
mented air force enabling them to attack 
the whole island. The East is under con-
trol of a paramilitary faction of the LTTE 
- the Karuna group - taking the law into 
their own hands. The Army is in the posi-
tion of the occupying power with numer-
ous weaknesses and shortcomings.  

The road to peace is currently blocked, 
and a solution seems to be a very long 
way off. The international community is 
not in the position to exert any influence 
on either of the parties whose decisions 
seem to be set in stone: the government 
wants Úto fight this until the endÛ, stating 
that  Úit will be the final warÛ, whereas 
for the LTTE, Úthe noise of bombs is like 
a lullaby.Û

Working and living in Colombo

Daily routine is not seriously affected by 
the ongoing conflict. However, coopera-
tion has become difficult and it is almost 
impossible for the members of the SAI 
branch office to meet their partners in the 
North and the East, and Students cannot 
participate in workshops, competitions 
or seminars.

Daily life has changed since fighting 
has increased. The whole island has be-

come a conflict zone with many check 
points, limiting free movement. The 
threat of suicide bombs or bomb attacks 
in the city of Colombo has increased. In 
August 2006 a suicide bomb attack took 
place only 200 meters from the SAI of-
fice. The blast was enormous, rattling the 
windows of the building. At first I did not 
realize what had happened - never having 
experienced a bomb attack at such close 
quarters. But the immediate response of 
my colleagues was ÚMadame, bomb at-
tack, bomb attackÛ, and I suddenly real-
ized that I lived in a country at war.

Almost daily either the army or the 
police check cars and IDs and ask ques-
tions such as ÚWhere are you going?Û 
and ÚWhy are you here?Û. During the 
first month the Úimmunity of white skinÛ 
often prevented yet another harassment, 
but since the beginning of 2007, this 
preferential treatment of foreigners has 
become an exception. Only this morning 
on my way to office I was checked twice. 
This shows the nervousness of the Army  
since the Tamils attacked an army base 
at the international airport in March 2007 

in an air strike. Two days ago electric-
ity was gone for more than three hours 
during the night when the Army cut the 
power supply in an attempt to prevent 
LTTE forces attacking the airport again. 

From my personal point of view, emo-
tional stress has increased considerably:
Not knowing what will happen, some-
times being lucky not to have used a road 
at a certain time when a suicide bomber 
just tried to kill a politician, not being 
able to get together with partners in the 
East and North, or hearing stories of ab-
duction and torture from colleagues and 
friends living in the conflicting regions. 
The strange thing is, however, that I am 
slowly getting used to certain things, to 
certain stories, but this feeling of Únor-
malityÛ is only self-protection, enabling 
me to continue my daily work. I am very 
sad for the country, for my colleagues 
and friends. Soon I will leave them be-
hind in a war which might go on for an-
other 25 years.

Pia Hollenbach
saicmb@eureka.lk

Address:
29/15 Visaka Private Road
Colombo 4
Sri Lanka
Phone: 0094 11 45 28 400-404
Fax: 0114 514 820

ÚI am slowly getting used to  
certain things, to certain stories, 
but this feeling of ÚnormalityÛ is 
only self-protection, enabling me 

to continue my daily work.Û
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the number of victims of the Jan Andolan 
II by far.   

Besides public protests, among the po-
litical parties, who formed the alliance to 
remove the king from power, the struggle 
for power continues. Only with difficul-
ties parties and Maoists finally deter-
mined June 2007 as time for the election 
of a constitutional essembly, which shall 
give the country a new constitution. On 
the 24th April 2007 Nepal observed the 
first anniversary of Jan Andolan II as De-
mocracy (Loktantra) Day. But still many 
problems have to be solved to give Nepal 
a democratic future.

How does such a situation affect the 
work of a Kathmandu based branch of-
fice like that of the SAI? As mentioned, 
even after the period of strike and curfew 
of Jan Andolan II protests continued. Al-
though Kathmandu did not witness un-
rests as violent as in the Terai region, the 
office had to remain closed from time to 
time. Protests in Kathmandu frequently 
include  transportation strikes, which 
sometimes block the traffic of the city  
completely. 

The office faced political reality in 
other ways, too. By the end of 2006 the 
agreement between Heidelberg Univer-
sity and Tribhuvan University in Kath-
mandu expired. Although both sides ex-

pressed the wish to continue cooperation 
the process of extension was brought to 
a halt. Most of the high posts of NepalÙs 
eminent educational institution, e.g. the 
ones of the rector and the vice-chancel-
lor, became vacant after the changes in 
April 2006. Additionally, all administra-
tion offices of the University remained 
closed for several weeks. Students and 
workers had padlocked the University 
buildings in order to protest against the 
deplorable state of affairs. But due to 
the friendly cooperation of the Centre 
for International Relations of  Tribhuvan 
University and a special authorization by 
the Ministry of Education and Sports the 
agreement between the Ruprecht-Karls-
University Heidelberg and the Tribhuvan 
University could finally be extended for 
another five-year period. 

Apart from these obstructions the of-
fice continued work as usual as possible. 
Just to mention some of the activities: 
Between the Jan Andolan II and the un-
rest in the Terai region a group of geog-
raphy students from Heidelberg travelled 
to Nepal. Under the guidance of Elvira 
Graner and Shambhu Kattel they joined a 
group of students of Tribhuvan Universi-
ty and carried out a one-month field class 
(see article, page 6). The office provided 
logistical support for the students while 

they prepared their reports and made a fi-
nancial contribution to the workshop, in 
which the students presented their find-
ings to a public audience. In December 
2006 the office financially supported 
the Conference of the Sociological and 
Anthropological Society of Nepal (SA-
SON) on ÚSocial Sciences in a Multicul-
tural WorldÛ. In March 2007 the office 
moved into a different room within the 
GTZ compound. 

With the hope for change in NepalÙs 
political situation in general and esspe-
cially  its educational system for the bet-
ter and for the continuation and strength-
ening of the collaboration with T.U. and 
and other partners of the SAI the rep-
resentative Christof Zotter finished his 
duty after two years and wishes the best 
for his successor, yet to be appointed.

Christof Zotter
christofzotter@yahoo.de

Address:
South Asia Institute
Kathmandu Office
P.O. Box 4379
Patan / Jhamsikhel (Neer Bhawan)
Tel./Fax (00977)-1-5526915
saiktm@mos.com.np

Activists of the party alliance honour a victim of Jan Andolan II at his cremation at Pashupatinath temple, NepalÙs most holy 
shrine.                                                        �
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Anthropology

Projects

- Problems of intercultural com-
munication in a hospital based set-
ting (Gabriele Alex, in coorperation 
with A. DiGallo from Kinderklinik 
Heidelberg. Research Assistants: A. 
Bohn. J. Schwarzkopf, P. Seidel) 
- Healing practices and health explana-
tory models of the Narikorava (Vagri) in 
Tamil Nadu (Gabriele Alex)
-  Handlungspotential (agency) und terri-
toriale Rituale in Indien (Christiane Bro-
sius, Karin Polit; Ritual Dynamics A4)
- Lifestyle aesthetics in postliberalisation 
India (Christiane Brosius)
- Soziokultureller Kontext von Krank-
heiten und HIV/Aids - Einfluss auf die 
Aidsprävention in Afrika. Am Beispiel 

Publications and research projects

von Mosambique im Kontext Sub-Sa-
hara Afrika (Sophie Kotanyi)
- Consuming theatre: the economics and 
politics of Jatra in West Bengal (India) 
(Martin  Kunz)
- Exploring the spiritual: a study on the 
role of practice and belief in contemporary 
health seeking behaviour in Lakamega 
district of Western Province (Scholar-
ship from Catholic Academic Exchange 
Service, Germany) (Ferdinand Okwaro) 
- Local concepts of the integration of Ay-
urveda in Kerala: between tradition and 
globalization (Mihaela Paina)
- The evolving context of patronage and 
performance of a ritual art in Kerala 
(South India) (Marianne  Pasty)
- Sickness and healing amongst the Gad-
di of northwest India: cultural concepts 
and global influences (Anja Wagner) 
- Ritual healing and its critics (William 

S. Sax, Ferdinand Okwaro; Ritual Dy-
namics A5)

Publications

Gabriele Alex
- ÚIntegration und Parallelgesellschaften 
am Beispiel von TamilenÛ, in Christiane 
Brosius and Urmila Goel (eds.), Masala.
de. Menschen aus Südasien in Deutsch-
land. Drapadi Verlag: Heidelberg, 2006.

Christiane Brosius
- ÚØI am a national artistÙ: Popular art in 
the sphere of HindutvaÛ. In Richard Da-
vis (ed.), Iconographies of the Indian na-
tion-state. Hyderabad: Orient Longman, 
2006: 171-205. 
- ÚMaking Place for the Forgotten 
Dreams of the Past: Territory and Iden-
tity in Hindu Nationalist ProcessionsÛ. 

In February 2007 the new Resident Rep-
resentative of the Delhi Branch Office, 
Peter Braun, took over the administration 
of the SAI in Delhi from his predecessor 
Michael Koeberlein. Peter Braun was of-
ficially welcomed and introduced to our 
partner institutions during the latest visit 
of the SAI Executive Secretary Manfred 
Hake on 11th April 2007. 

In addition to the continuing manage-
ment of the different scholarship pro-
grammes, promotion of academic and 
cultural exchange, strengthening of re-
search activities in cooperation with In-
dian and German scholars, as well as the 
organization of conferences and semi-
nars, the Delhi Branch office will now 
put a greater emphasis on assisting Hei-
delberg and other German students who 
have the ambition to strengthen their ac-
ademic and professional skills in India. 
The intention behind this new policy is to 
facilitate the studentÙs entrance into the 
international job market through orga-
nized internships, bring them in contact 
with organizations and companies oper-
ating in India and to guide them through 
the process of planning their professional 
career. Our list of partners now includes 

a number of NGOs, research institutions, 
media agencies, government bodies, and 
private small and medium enterprises. 
Since February 2007 the Branch Office 
in Delhi has assisted more than 20 Ger-
man students in planning their intern-
ships in India.

To promote collaboration in the aca-
demic field the Delhi office is currently 
drafting a Memorandum of Understand-
ing with Jamia Milia Islamia University 
in Delhi that will give our students the 
possibility of getting admission for the 
academic year 2008. Another opportu-
nity to improve knowledge on India for 
young scholars who are in the advanced 
stage of their studies will be the ÚSummer 
School on Methods of Social Sciences & 
Empirical TheoriesÛ hosted in collabora-
tion with the Nordic Center in October 
2008. The Summer School is intended to 
provide better understanding of empiri-
cal research, data analysis and methodol-
ogy for our students from Heidelberg and 
the Nordic countries. 

For the annual Baden-Württemberg 
Fellowship Programme the SAI has se-
lected the two candidates Quazi Afzal 
Hussain, Department of Urdu-Aligarh 

Muslim University and Girija Prasad 
Pande, Department of History-Kumaun 
University. Their visits have been orga-
nized and planned in close coordination 
with the SAI in Delhi.    

Additionally to the administration of 
the Branch Office the representative par-
ticipated in the first annual conference 
of the Euro-Asia Intitute at Jamia, Milia 
Islamia University, the conference on 
ÚDemocracy, Citizenship and Belonging 
in the HimalayasÛ and another workshop 
about ÚDynamics of Contemporary Is-
lam and Economic Development in Asia, 
from the Caucasus to ChinaÛ hosted by 
the Centre de Sciences Humaines in New 
Delhi.   

Peter Braun
saidelhi@del2.vsnl.net.in

Address:
c/o Max Mueller Bhavan
3, Kasturba Gandhi Marg
New Delhi - 110 001
Phone: 0091-11-2332 6001
Fax: 0091-11-2371 6684

New Delhi
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In Peter Köpping, Bernhard Leistle and 
Michael Rudolph (eds.). Ritual and Iden-
tity. Performative Practices as Effective 
Transformations of Social Reality?. 
Hamburg/Münster/London: LIT Verlag, 
2006: 165-207. 
- Bollywood goes West. Annäherung an 
ein nicht so fernes Phänomen [Aproach-
es to a not quite so Strange Phenome-
non]. Forum Bibliothek und Information, 
2006.

Ulrich Oberdiek
- Anthropological Abstracts. Cultural/
Social anthropology from German-
speaking countries, 2004 (3).

Mihaela Paina
- ÚHeilen - ein Erbe. Kontinuität und 
Wandel ayurvedischer Praktiken im dörf- 
lichen Kerala, SüdindienÛ. Journal Eth-
nologie Frankfurt: http://journal-ethnol-
ogie.de/Artikel180005724.html, 2007.

Karin Polit
- ÚThe Effect of Marginality on PeopleÙs 
Well Being: An Ethnographic encounter 
among Dalits of the Central HimalayasÛ. 
In Stefan Ecks and William Sax (eds.), 
The Ills of Marginality. London: Carfax, 
2006.
- ÚThe Consequences of Ritual Failure: 
A Garhwali case study.Û In Ute Hüsken 
(ed.), When Rituals go wrong. Mistakes, 
Failure, and the Dynamics of Ritual. 
Leiden: Brill, 2007.

Classical Indology

Projects

- Jainism in Karnataka: history, architec-
ture and religion (Julia Hegewald with P. 
Pinto, S. Scholz, J. Lauer, Anna Shian, 
Rebecca Steiner, Claudia Scheufele and 
Klaus Vettel)
- Jaina temple architecture in South Asia: 
the development of a distinct language in 
space and ritual (Julia Hegewald)
- Water architecture in South Asia: a 
study of types, developments and mean-
ings (Julia Hegewald)
- Jainism in Madhya Pradesh: sculptural 
records in Vidisha (Julia Hegewald, The 
Vidisha Research Project, international 
research group)
- Initiation, priestly ordination, temple 
festivals - ritual traditions in the south 

Indian temple city of Kancipuram (Ute 
Hüsken, Ritual Dynamics A3)
- Life-cycle rituals in Nepal (Axel Mi-
chaels, with N. Gutschow, Chr. Emmrich, 
N. Sharma and Chr. Zotter; Ritual 
Dynamics A2)
- The price of impurity: The Dharmàd-
hikàrin in the legal tradition of Nepal 
(Axel Michaels)
- Editio princeps of the so-called Wright 
chronicle (Axel Michaels)
- When Rituals Go Wrong. Mistakes, 
Failure, and the Dynamics of Ritual (col-
laborative publication of the SFB 619)
- Vishnus children. Prenatal Life-cycle 
Rituals in South India. (Ute Hüsken)

Publications

Julia A.B. Hegewald
- ÚTãrthas and Tãrthaïkaras: Water Archi-
tecture and the Jaina Temple.Û In: Vana-
målå: Festschrift A.J. Gail. Gerd J.R. 
Mevissen & Klaus Bruhn (eds.), Berlin: 
Weidler Buchverlag, 2006: 67-77.
- ÚJainism in Karnataka: An Interdis-
ciplinary Look at an Indian Religious 
Community.Û Research Focus: India. 
Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft, 
Bonn, 2006, 3-4.
- ÚJaina Temples in the Deccan: Charac-
teristics, Chronology and Continuity.Û  
Journal of Deccan Studies. Special issue 
on Jainism (Guest Editor: Aloka Para-
sher-Sen), Vol. V, No. 1, January-June 
2007, 9-38.
- ÚResearch Group on Jainism in Karna-
taka documents: The Great Mahàmas-
takàbhiùeka.Û Jaina Studies: Newsletter 
of the Centre of Jaina Studies. School 
of Oriental and African Studies (SOAS), 
University of London, March 2007, Issue 
2, 16-18.
- ÚMeru, Samavasaraïa and Si§hàsana: 
The recurrence of three-tiered structures 
in Jaina cosmology, mythology and rit-
ual.Û Kalhàr (White Water-Lily). Studies 
in Art, Iconography, Architecture and 
Archaeology of India and Bangladesh 
(Professor Enamul Haque Felicitation 
Volume). Gourishwar Bhattacharya, 
Gerd Mevissen Mallar Mitra & Sutapa 
Sinha (eds.), Delhi: Kaveri Books, 2007, 
pp. 132-146 and plates: 17.1-20.

Ute Hüsken
- Jaina-Itiha�sa-Ratna. Festschrift für 
Gustav Roth zum 90. Geburtstag (Indica 
et Tibetica 47), Marburg, 2006 (ed. to-

gether with Petra Kieffer-Pülz & Anne 
Peters).
- ÚPavitrotsava: Rectifying Ritual Laps-
esÛ. In: Jaina-Itiha�sa-Ratna. Fest-
schrift für Gustav Roth zum 90. Geburt-
stag, ed. by U. Hüsken & Petra Kieffer-
Pülz & Anne Peters, (Indica et Tibetica 
47), Marburg, 2006, pp. 265-281.
- ÚØGotamà, do not wish to go from home 
to homelessness!Ù Patterns of objections 
to female asceticism in Theravàda Bud-
dhismÛ. In: Asceticism and Its Critics: 
Historical Accounts and Comparative 
Perspectives, ed. Oliver Freiberger, New 
York/Oxford: Oxford University Press, 
2006. pp. 211-233.

Axel Michaels
- (ed. with Chr. Auffarth and H.G. Kip-
penberg), Wörterbuch der Religionen. 
Stuttgart: Kröner Verlag., 2006; Reprint: 
Darmstadt, Wissenschaftliche Buchge-
sellschaft, 2007. 
- (ed.) Die Weisheit der Upanishaden. 
Aus dem Sanskrit von Karl Friedrich 
Geldner. Munich: dtv/C.H. Beck, 2006.
- (ed.) Die neue Kraft der Rituale. Heidel-
berg: Universitätsverlag Winter, 2007.
- ÚØHow do you do?Ù - Vorüberlegun-
gen zu einer Grammatik der RitualeÛ, 
in Heinrich Schmidinger and Clemens 
Sedmak (eds.), Der Mensch - ein animal 
symbolicum? Sprache - Dialog - Ritual. 
Darmstadt: Wissenschaftliche Buchge-
sellschaft, 2007, 239-258.
- ÚGeburt - Hochzeit - Tod. Übergangs-
rituale und die Inszenierung von Un-
sterblichkeitÛ and ÚVorwortÛ, in: A. Mi-
chaels (ed.), Die neue Kraft der Rituale. 
Heidelberg: Universitätsverlag Winter, 
2007, 237-260.
- ÚRitual and MeaningÛ and ÚSanskritÛ. 
in M. Stausberg (ed.), Ritual: A Lexico-
graphic Survey of Some Related Terms 
from an Emic Perspective, both in Jens 
Kreinath, Jan Snoek, and Michael Staus-
berg (eds.), Theorizing Rituals. Issues, 
Topics, Approaches, Concepts. Leiden: 
Brill, 2006, 86-90 and 247-261.

Development Economics

Projects

- Dealing with natural shocks in a nomad-
ic economy: the case of winter droughts 
in Mongolia (Natsagdorj Enkhjargal)
- Measures to improve the access of the 
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least developed countries to the markets 
of the European Union and the USA and 
their developmental impact (Sona Syko-
rova)
- The economic effects of HIV/AIDS in 
Ethiopia (Anastasios Koukoumelis)
- Selected aspects of the economics of an 
aging population (Jochen Laps)

PhD Dissertations

- Rahel Falk: Industrial Sickness in In-
dian Manufacturing. Completed in 2005.
- Ramona Bruhns: Essays on the Eco-
nomics of Child Labor and Fertility. 
Completed in 2006.

Publications

Clive Bell, Shantayanan Devarajan 
and Hans Gersbach
- ÚThe Long-run Economic Costs of 
AIDS: A Model with an Application to 
South AfricaÛ, World Bank Economic 
Review, 20, (2006), pp. 55-89.

Clive Bell, Ramona Bruhns and Hans 
Gersbach
- ÚEconomic Growth, Education and 
AIDS in Kenya: A Long-run AnalysisÛ, 
Policy Research Working Paper No. 
4025, (2006), The World Bank, Wash-
ington, D.C. (Available from the SSRN 
eLibrary). [Prepared for the World De-
velopment Report 2007.]

Clive Bell and Hans Gersbach
- ÚGrowth and Enduring Epidemic Dis-
easesÛ, CESifo Working Paper Series 

No. 1729 (2006), (Available from the 
SSRN eLibrary).

Clive Bell and Hans Gersbach
- ÚThe Macroeconomics of Targeting: 
The Case of an Enduring EpidemicÛ, 
CEPR Discussion Paper, No. 5714 
(2006), (Available from the SSRN eLi-
brary).

Clive Bell and Anastasios Koukoume-
lis
- The macroeconomic effects of HIV/
AIDS in Ethiopia: A long-run perspec-
tive. Report prepared for the World 
Bank, 2007.

Geography

Projects

- Land use and landscape changes in the 
northwestern Himalayas (Northern Paki-
stan) (Marcus Nüsser)
- Food security in Ladakh (Jammu and 
Kashmir, India) between subsistence-ori-
ented resource utilisation and socio-eco-
nomic transformation (Juliane Dame)
- Forest councils (van panchayats) in the 
Uttarakhand-Himalayas, India: commu-
nity forestry between local utilization 
strategies and external influences (Mar-
tin Gerwin)
- Repatriation of Internally Displaced 
Persons and refugees in Nepal (Lars 
Stöwesand)
- PRICE - Protection Index for Tropical 

Coastal Ecosystems in comparison of sea 
waves (Wolfgang Werner, Alexander 
Siegmund)
- Migration and Sustainable Develop-
ment in Nepal - workers in carpet manu-
factories in the Kathmandu Valley (El-
vira Graner)

Publications

Marcus Nüsser
- ÚRessourcennutzung und nachhaltige 
Entwicklung im Kumaon-Himalaya 
(Indien)Û. In: Geographische Rundschau 
58 (10), 2006: 14-22.
- ÚHimalaya -- Karakorum -- Hindu-
kusch: Naturräumliche Differenzierung, 
Nutzungsstrategien und sozioökono-
mische Entwicklungsprobleme im süda-
siatischen HochgebirgsraumÛ. In: Hei-
delberger Geographische Gesellschaft 
(ed.): Leitthemen: Ozeane -- Das Äqua-
toriale Afrika -- Rund um das Dach der 
Welt -- Besonderheiten der politischen 
Landkarte Europas. Heidelberg (= HGG 
Journal 19+20), 2006: 165-174.
- ÚHuman Ecology and Environmental 
Monitoring: An Integrated Approach Us-
ing Repeat PhotographyÛ. In: Job, H. & 
J. Li (eds.): Natural Heritage, Ecotour-
ism and Sustainable Development. Po-
tentials and Pitfalls for China (= Münch-
ner Studien zur Sozial- und Wirtschafts-
geographie 45), 2006: 213-222.

Marcus Nüsser and Cyrus Samimi
- ÚVisionen der Vernetzung von 
Schutzgebieten im südlichen AfrikaÛ. 
In: Natur und Landschaft 81 (4), 2006: 

Dieter Conrad

Gandhi und der Begriff des Politischen. 
Staat, Religion und Gewalt.

[GandhiÙs political theory. State, religion and violence.]

With an introduction by Jan Assmann. Edited by Barbara Conrad-Lütt.

Dieter Conrad (1932-2001), one of the leading specialists on South Asian law, was head of the legal department at the South Asia 
Institute until 1997. In this volume, published five years after his death, he compares GandhiÙs political theory with those of a 
number of western scholars such as Max Weber and Carl Schmitt, coming to the conclusion that the former is far more advanced. 
Paderborn: Fink, 2006. ISBN: 978-3-7705-4312-0
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185-192.
- ÚPolitische Ökologie im südlichen Af-
rika: Problemkontexte, Ursachen und 
KonsequenzenÛ. In: Kulke, E., H. Mon-
heim & P. Wittmann (eds.) Grenzwerte. 
Tagungsbericht und wissenschaftliche 
Abhandlungen. 55. Deutscher Geogra-
phentag Trier, 2006: 671-677.

Wolfgang L. Werner
- ÚCoastal Vegetation and Coral Reefs 
as Protection against Destructive Waves 
in Tropical Asia.Û Geographische Rund-
schau International Edition, 2 (1), 2006, 
10-15.

History

Projects

- ÚRevisiting the colonial archiveÛ: 
Evaluation of the ÚBoardÙs CollectionÛ, 
1784-1858 (Gita Dharampal-Frick)
- South Asian Modernity (SAM). A 
network of historical and contemporary 
studies (Gita Dharampal-Frick)
- Alexander Walker (1764-1831) on In-
dia (Gita Dharampal-Frick)
- The Indian Ocean and the Úlabour ques-
tionÛ: The regulation of South Asian mar-
itime labour, 1918-1960 (Ravi Ahuja)
- Routes and interests. Circulation, ØPub-
lic WorksÙ and social space in colonial 
Orissa, c. 1780-1914 (Ravi Ahuja)
- Therapy and time (Georg Berkemer)
- Transfer of rituals from South Asia to 
the West from the late nineteenth into the 
twentieth century (Frank Neubert)
- Gefangenschaft und Deutungskämp-
fe: Südasiatische Kriegsgefangene in 
Deutschland und das Ringen um den 
Sinn des Ersten Weltkriegs (Ravi Ahuja)

PhD Dissertations

- Robby Geyer: Nehru und die deutsche 
Öffentlichkeit in Ost und West
- Lenita Cunha de Silva: Moors Reen-
countered - The Portuguese Perceptions 
towards Muslims in 16th-17th Century 
Malabar Coast
- Ali Usman Qasmi (PhD student, 
DAAD-grant): Sunni Orthodoxy in Co-
lonial North India 1860-1900
- Nitin Varma (PhD student, DAAD-
grant): Coolie Labour in the Colonial 
Tea Plantations of Assam in the late 19th 
and early 20th century
- Adnan Razzaq (PhD student, HEC-

grant): Refugee Rehabilitation in the 
West Punjab:1947-55

Publications

Ravi Ahuja 
- ÚMobility and Containment: The Voy-
ages of South Asian Seamen, c. 1900-
1960Û, in: Rana P. Behal/Marcel van 
der Linden (eds), Coolies, Capital and 
Colonialism: Studies in Indian Labour 
History (= International Review of So-
cial History 51, supplement 14 [2006], 
refereed journal), pp. 111-141.
- ÚØCaptain KittoeÙs RoadÙ. Early Co-
lonialism and the Politics of Road Con-
struction in Nineteenth-century Periph-
eral OrissaÛ, in: Georg Pfeffer (ed.): 
Periphery and Centre in Orissa: Groups, 
Categories, Values. New Delhi: Mano-
har, 2007, pp. 291-318.

Georg Berkemer
- ÚBhopal - 20 Jahre nach der Che-
miekatastropheÛ. In: Südasien 25, 1 
(2005).
- ÚA list of archival materials preserved 
at the Orissa State Archives concerning 
boundaries and boundary disputes mainly 
in and around ParlakhemundiÛ. Internet 
publication series on South Asian history 
2. Online at http://archiv.ub.uni-heidel-
berg.de/savifadok/volltexte/2006/6/, last 
updated 17 Oct. 2006.
- ÚColleges and Kings. Higher Educa-
tion under Direct and Indirect RuleÛ. In: 
Economic and Political Weekly 2006, 13 
(2006, tog. with M. Frenz).
- ÚDer Missionar und die Könige. 
Quellenkritische Überlegungen zu Ernst 
Pohls ØAus den Anfängen Unserer 
Breklumer MissionÙÛ. In: Michael Mann 
(ed.): Europäische Aufklärung und prot-
estantische Mission in Indien. Heidel-
berg: Draupadi-Verlag (2006).
- ÚLittle Kingdoms or Princely States? 
Trajectories towards a (Theoretical) 
ConceptionÛ. In: Indian Historical Re-
view 32, 2 (2006, tog. with M. Frenz).
- ÚThe KingÙs Own Time. The Aïka 
System of OrissaÛ. In: Angelika Malinar 
(ed.): Time in India. Concepts and Prac-
tices. New Delhi: Manohar (2007).
- ÚThe KingÙs Two Kingdoms or How the 
Maharaja of Parlakimedi Finally Became 
the Ruler of OrissaÛ. In: Georg Pfeffer 
(ed.): Periphery and Centre. Studies in 
Orissan History, Religion and Anthro-
pology. New Delhi: Manohar (2007).

Gita Dharampal-Frick
-  ÚØ...ausgesandt, das Heidenthum 
in Indien auszurotten, nicht aber den 
heidenischen Unsinn in Europa zu verb-
reitenÙ. Bartholomäus Ziegenbalg und die 
Hallesche Tranquebar-Mission zwischen 
pietistischem Sendungsbewusstsein und 
ethnologischer Aufklärung.Û In: Michael 
Mann (ed.): Europäische Aufklärung und 
protestantische Mission in Indien. Hei-
delberg: Draupadi Verlag, 2006, 143-
163. 
- ÚIndia - What can it teach us? Neue 
Überlegungen zu einer alten FrageÛ. In 
Jochen Martin, Heinrich von Stietencron 
u.a. (eds.): SAECULUM - Jahrbuch für 
Universalgeschichte, 57. Jahrgang 2006, 
2. Halbband, 255-267. Köln: Böhlau 
2006. 
- ÚZivilgesellschaft in Indien: Mahatma 
Gandhis Vision als ParadigmaÛ. In: 
Heimo Hofmeister, Yuri Solonin, Ti-
gran Tumanyan (eds.): Zivilgesellschaft 
in einer globalisierten Welt. Wissen-
schaftliches Symposium der Ruprecht-
Karls-Universität Heidelberg und der 
Staatlichen Universität St. Petersburg 
9.-11.5.2005, Heidelberg. St. Petersburg: 
St. Petersburg State University Press, 
2006, 105-120
- Ú11.9.1906 - 11.9.2006 - 100 Jahre 
Satyagraha: Von satyagraha zu ØHind 
SwarajÙÛ, in: Südasien - Zeitschrift des 
Südasienbüro e.V., 26. Jahrgang, Nr. 
4/2006

Frank Neubert
- ÚRitualtransfer. Eine Projektbezogene 
PräzisierungÛ. In: Forum Ritualdynamik 
15. 2006. www.ub.uni-heidelberg.de/ar-
chiv/6569.

Dietmar Rothermund
-  (with Hermann Kulke) Geschichte In-
diens. München: Beck 2006 (Third Re-
vised Edition)
- ÚRabindranath Tagore und seine welt-
weite FriedensmissionÛ, in: Bernd Haus-
berger (ed.), Globale Lebensläufe, Wien: 
Mandelbaum, 2006, 196-216.

International Economics

Projects

- Foreign Direct Investment, Optimisa-
tion of Business Location and Multilat-
eral Investment Agreement, with Em-
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Activities

pirical Research on South-East-Asia and 
India (Paul Brandeis)
- International Trade and Natural Re-
source Use - incl. a Case Study on Struc-
tural Change of Indian Foreign Trade 
(Frithjof Kilp)
- Dynamic Competition and Technical 
Progress - incl. an Investigation into Tai-
wanÙs Economic Development (Germa-
ny, Taiwan) (Marco Veselka)
- An International Comparison of Fiscal 
Federalism (Germany, Malaysia) (Isabel 
Werle)
- The Transformation of Agricultural Co-
operatives, Self-Help-Organizations, and 
Rural Finance Systems in Vietnam (Axel 
Wolz)
- Coordination of National Competition 
Policies (with a Case Study of the EU) 
(Zuzana Zdenekov†)
- Local Bodies Finance: India, Pakistan, 
Bangladesh (Wolfgang-Peter Zingel)
- Evaluation of the Croatian Tax Reform 
(1993-1999) (Oskar Gans)
- Food systems in the Megacity Dhaka 
(Markus Keck and Wolfgang-Peter Zin-
gel)

Publications

Oskar Gans
- (with Frank Jöst) ÚEstimating the im-
pact of population growth on environ-
mental deterioration: A technical note on 
decomposition analysisÛ. In: Quarterly 
Journal of International Agriculture 46 
(2007), No. 1, 1-3.

Zuzana Zdenekova
- Insolvenzverfahren für sou-
veräne  Schuldner - mit Fall-
beispiel. 2006. http://www.grin.com/ 
de/preview/69076.html
 
Wolfgang-Peter Zingel
- Ú19th European Conference on 
Modern South Asian Studies, Leiden 
27-30 June, 2006 (Conference 
Report)Û. In: Internationales Asien-
forum 37 (Nov 2006) 3-4: 425-428.  
- ÚWirtschaftssystem und wirtschaftliche 
Entwicklung in Indien: Einführung und 
ÜberblickÛ. In: Indien. Bundeszentrale 
für Politische Bildung. http://www.bpb.
de

 

Modern Indology

Projects

- Court ritual in the Jaipur state (18th 
century to 1949) (Ritual Dynamics, sub-
project B5) (Monika Boehm-Tettelbach, 
Jörg Gengnagel)
- The Heidelberg Hindi Database (Moni-
ka Boehm-Tettelbach, Claus Peter Zoller) 
- Critical edition and annotated transla-
tion of the classical Tamil text Ainkurun-
uru (Thomas Lehmann) (within project 
ÚRe-edition and annotated translation of 
the Cankam literature of classical TamilÛ 
at the Ecole Francaise dÙExtrème-Orient, 
Pondicherry)
- Introduction to the history of Tamil 
poetics with special emphasis on porul-
ilakkanam or the thematic structure of 
poetry (Thomas Lehmann)
- The notion of ÚgoodÛ literature in Hin-
di. Literary criticism of the post-indepen-
dence era (after 1947) (Anuradha Bhalla) 

Publications

Monika Boehm-Tettelbach
- Visions of Hindu Kingship in the Twi-
light of Mughal Rule (2005 Gonda Lec-
ture). Amsterdam: Royal Netherlands 
Academy of Arts and Sciences, 2006.
- (ed.) Bhakti in Current Research. New 
Delhi: Manohar, 2007.

Monika Boehm-Tettelbach and Vish-
nu Khare
- (tr.). Felsinschriften: Zeitgenössische 
Hindi-Lyrik. Heidelberg: Draupadi-Ver-
lag, 2007.

Jörg Gengnagel
- More than 40 Entries on Indian Phi-
losophy and Religion. In:  Wörterbuch 
der Relgionen. Chrisoph Auffarth; H. G. 
Kippenberg; A.  Michaels (ed.). Stutt-
gart: Alfred Kröner Verlag, 2006. 

Christina Oesterheld
-    ÚDeputy Nazir Ahmad and the Delhi 
CollegeÛ, in: Margrit Pernau  (ed.), The 
Delhi College. Traditional Elites, the 
Colonial State, and  Education before 
1857. New Delhi: Oxford University 
Press, 2006:  299-324.
- ÚA ForeignerÙs Reflections on the Sta-
tus of Urdu and Urdu Education  in In-
diaÛ, in: Ather Farouqui (ed.), Redefin-
ing Urdu Politics in  India. Delhi [u.a.]: 
OUP, 2006: 193-204.

- ÚQuälende Erinnerungen. Die Ere-
ignisse von 1947 und 1971 in der  Urdu-
LiteraturÛ, in: Südasien, 26/2-3 (2006): 
21-23.
- Saadat Hasan Manto, Schwarze Noti-
zen. (Selected and translated from  the 
Urdu by Christina Oesterheld). Frankfurt 
a.M.: Suhrkamp, 2006. 

Political Science

Projects

- The State and Citizenship in Asia and 
Europe: Reversing the Cultural Flow? 
(Subrata Mitra, Jivanta Schöttli)
- Civil-Military Relations in Asia (Sub-
rata Mitra, Siegfried Wolf)
- Trends in German Political Science 
Publishing (Malte Pehl)
- Health Policies in the Indian States 
(Subrata Mitra, Anja Kluge, Malte Pehl)
- Corruption and Politics in Pakistan and 
Bangladesh (Mohammed Noor, Bashir 
Ahmed)

Publications

Subrata K. Mitra
- A Political and Economic Dictionary of 
South Asia (co-author). London: Europa/
Taylor & Francis, 2006.
- IndiaÙs New Dynamics in Foreign Pol-
icy (co-editor). Studies and Comments 
Vol. 4. Munich: Hanns Seidel Founda-
tion, 2006.
- ÚPolitics in IndiaÛ, in Almond, G./G.B. 
Powell/R. Dalton/K. Strom (eds.), Com-
parative Politics Today. 8th ed. New 
York: Longman, 2006, pp.630-685.
- ÚEngaging the World: the Ambiguity 
of IndiaÙs PowerÛ, in: S. K. Mitra/B. Rill 
(eds.), IndiaÙs New Dynamics in Foreign 
Policy, Studies and Comments Vol. 4. 
Munich: Hanns Seidel Foundation, 2006, 
pp.7-33.

Jivanta Schöttli
- A Political and Economic Dictionary of 
South Asia (co-author). London: Europa/
Taylor & Francis, 2006.

Siegfried O. Wolf
- A Political and Economic Dictionary of 
South Asia (co-author). London: Europa/
Taylor & Francis, 2006.



27

Activities

4 July 2006.  
Actresses and Female Impersonators in 
Indian Theatre: An Historical Perspec-
tive. (Kathryn Hansen)

18 July 2006
Tricks and Treats: the Urdu Ghazal in 
Oral Performance. (Frances W. Pritch-
ett)

2 May 2006
The prophet Muhammad in Ben-
gali folk tradition: A histori-
cal perspective (Amit Dey) 

11 July 2006
Vom taswir zum darshan - Vision, Zeit 
und Raum in den Miniaturen des Mogul-
hofes (Monica Juneja)

Lectures

17 February 2006
Aus den Kanzleien der Kachavahas in 
die Amtsstuben der Taliban. Ein Ma-
gister und seine Relevanz für ein Leben 
nach der Universität, (Heike Bill,)

17 February 2006
Why do we bother to look at Manu-
scripts? (Winand Callewaert)

17 February 2006
Unnütze Spielereien. Bericht über die 
Neuausgabe von øivasvàmins Kap-
phiõàbhyudaya. (Michael Hahn)

3rd July 2006
When Men Speak as Women: Vocal 
Masquerades in Indo-Muslim Poetry. 
(Carla Petievich)

Editorial Board:
Gabriele Alex, Gita Dharampal-Frick, Manfred Hake, Hans Harder, Angela Michel, Volker Oberkircher, Eleonore Schmitt, Wolf-
gang-Peter Zingel.
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11 December 2006
The Maaveerar Rites of the Tamil Tigers 
(LTTE) (Michael Roberts)

12 December 2006
Sacrificial Devotion: From the Kamikaze 
to the Tamil Tigers (Michael Roberts)

15 December 2006
India and the European Union: Issues of 
globalization and challenges of our time  
(Kamal Taori, IAS)

11 January 2007
Historiographie in Orissa (Georg Berke-
mer)

Library

Publications

Nicole Merkel
- ÚIndia and South Asia in GermanyÛ. 
Talk at the 6th Frankfurt Scientific 
Symposium. The World according to 
GNARP: Prospects for Transatlantic 
Library Partnership in the Digital Age, 
Frankfurt am Main, 5th to 10th Octo-
ber. 2006. http://www.savifa.uni-hd.de/
Frankfurt_englPubl.pdf

Eleonore Schmitt
- ÚDatenbank, Archiv, Atlas, Bibliothek, 
Virtuelle Bibliothek - Savifa? Internatio-
naler Workshop im Wissenschaftsforum 
Heidelberg.Û Theke aktuell 13,2. 2005: 
64-67.
- ÚKenntnis exotischer Sprachen und 
Schriften willkommen: Das Südasien-
Institut der Universität Heidelberg und 
seine Bibliothek.Û BuB: Forum Biblio-
thek und Information 58. 2006,10: 686-
691.

Dominique Stöhr and Robby Geyer
-  Úwww.savifa.de: Die virtuelle Fach-
bibliothek Südasien ist onlineÛ Asien 
101 (October 2006): 114/115.

Exhibitions

- 12/06-03/07: ÚWenn einer eine Reise 
tut, dann kann er was erzählen - Eu-
ropäische Reiseberichte aus Südasien.
Û Three display cabinets in the entrance 
hall of the University library.)




