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Editorial
European awareness of South Asia has grown dramatically over the past few years.  Dur-
ing the recent Tsunami I noticed that, for the first time, media commentators were using 
the term ÚSouth AsiaÛ to designate the region. Here in Heidelberg, German teenagers are 
listening to popular Indian music, the number of South Asian restaurants (and tourists) 
has tripled or quadrupled, and more and more people are going to see Indian films. One 
has only to open the newspaper, or watch the television, to find yet another story about 
the growing importance of the Indian economy (see Indian economy or how to ride a 
galloping elephant by Wolfgang-Peter Zingel, p. 11), or the increasing significance of 
South Asia for international politics (see Conference report: India in world politics by 
Jivanta Schöttli, p. 11 ).

As EuropeÙs leading centre for the study of South Asia, the South Asia Institute with 
its eight academic departments is well-placed to serve the increasing demand for accu-
rate and up-to-date information about the subcontinent (see Summer schools at the SAI, 
p. 4), including its rich cultural heritage (see Emmy Noether research group on Jainism 
in Karnataka by Julia Hegewald, p. 5 and Traditional rituals in modern Kà¤cãpuram 
by Ute Hüsken, p. 6). With this issue of the SAI Report, we invite you to make yourself 
acquainted with our activities, and perhaps even get involved yourself!

William S. Sax
william.sax@urz.uni-heidelberg.de 
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In November 2005, a two-week course on 
Medical Anthropology as a tool for Pub-
lic Health was offered for the first time 
by Gabriele Alex, Department of An-
thropology. This course was taught un-
der the aegis of the Department of Tropi-
cal Hygiene and Public Health (Faculty 
of Medicine). Lecturers from the SAI 
included Florian Besch, Ferdinand Ok-
waro, Tulsi Patel, Karin Polit, and Wil-
liam Sax. There were also lecturers from 
the Department of Public Health, and 
from other medical and academic institu-
tions. E Hsu from Oxford University and 
Anand Chopra from Habichtswaldklinik 
Kassel contributed among others to the 
success of this course.

The aim was to offer the participants, 
most of them coming from medical pro-
fessions, insights into the cultural and so-
cial dimension of health and illness. How 
is the body conceptualised in other cul-
tures? What is the role of ritual healing 
and indigenous medical systems? How 
are cosmology and concepts of illness 
related? These and other questions were 
discussed in the course. Ethnographic 
methods were of special interest for the 
participants, particularly regarding their 
usefulness in finding out about patientsÙ 
health-seeking behaviour. The course 
will be held again in spring 2007. 

Gabriele Alex
gabriele.alex@sai.uni-heidelberg.de

GermanyÙs university system is rapidly 
changing: As part of the so-called Bolo-
gna Process, 40 European states are try-
ing to create a common system for higher 
education. At Heidelberg University, ef-
forts to offer internationally accepted 
courses are being given highest priority. 
The SAI has led the way: last year, its 
course in South Asian Studies became 
one of the universityÙs first B.A. pro-
grams - a truly interdisciplinary course 
with emphasis on Indian languages.

A B.A. study office was opened on 
1 April 2006. Ute Hartmann ➀ acts as 
contact person for the B.A. students. 
Currently in their second semester, the 
students are preparing for their required 
stay in South Asia. During the summer 
term 2007, they will undergo internships 
in various South Asian regions. The 
SAIÙs representatives at the branch of-
fices in New Delhi, Colombo and Kath-
mandu are supporting the students.

Relying on their extensive network of 
contacts, the SAIÙs representatives will 
try to place students in various govern-
ment agencies, NGOs, business compa-
nies, media and tourism. They can also 
offer valuable advice to the students,  

B.A. students on their way to South Asia

Medical Anthropology as a tool for Public Health

Wanted: Internships

As part of their B.A. training in South 
Asian Studies, students from the SAI 
are required to work as interns in the 
region. If you are in a position to of-
fer internships to our students, please 
help us out! Our students are inter-
ested in all kinds of internships, in-
cluding (but not limited to) working 
in government agencies, NGOs, busi-
ness companies, media and tourism.

Contact: Ute Hartmann
suedasienstudien@sai.uni-heidel-
berg.de

Participants of the Medical Anthropology course.              - Photo: Gabriele Alex

ranging from visa arrangements to esti-
mated housing costs. Personal supervi-
sion of the future interns by members of 
the SAI will continue throughout their 
stay in South Asia.

Hopefully, they will have exciting ex-
periences to report to the new class of 
students arriving in October 2006. The 
SAI welcomes applications from students 
meeting standard entrance requirements 
for German universities. As the language 
of instruction for all types of courses is 
German, students whose first language is 
not German should have achieved a min-
imum German language standard docu-
mented by the PNDS exam. The appli-
cation deadline for international students 
is 15 July 2006. For more information, 
please visit the B.A. course website ➁.

Volker Oberkircher
volker@sai.uni-heidelberg.de

➀ suedasienstudien@sai.uni-
heidelberg.de

➁ http://www.sai.uni-heidelberg.de/abt/
home/ba_info.php
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Interdisciplinary working 
group on India

With the beginning of the winter 
semester a student initiative ÚInter-
disziplinärer Arbeitskreis IndienÛ 
(Interdisciplinary working group on 
India) was founded by Henrike Lott, 
student of Political Science of South 
Asia. By discussing India-related 
topics such as communal riots, the 
educational system, the health sector 
and the economy, students of differ-
ent subjects get the chance to gain 
factual knowledge about the country 
as well as insights into how other 
disciplines analyze these topics. The 
working group encourages students 
of different subjects to engage in in-
terdisciplinary dialogue and discus-
sions, which will make them more 
confident with regard to structuring 
thoughts, formulating and defending 
their own opinions in front of others, 
and participating in the creative pro-
cess of theoretical work. Participants 
come from Political Science, History, 
Anthropology and other subjects re-
lated to South Asia in general or In-
dia in particular, even some students 
of Medicine and Philososphy have 
joined the sessions.

The working group is under the ae-
gis of the Department of Political Sci-
ence at the SAI and is supported also 
by the Department in terms of mate-
rial and intellectual activity. During 
the winter semester a homepage was 
successfully set up ➀ in cooperation 
with other student initiatives to orga-
nize joint lectures and to make use of 
joint audiences.

For the summer semester the work-
ing group is planning lectures-cum-
discussions with professionals/lectur-
ers from the University of Heidelberg 
as well as from outside to engage in 
deeper dialogue. Together with the 
studentÙs initiative ÚSinologisches 
ForumÛ a panel discussion on the 
topic ÚIndia and China - Partners or 
competitors?Û will be organized.

Henrike Lott
email@henrike-lott.com

➀ www.arbeitskreis-indien.com

Summer schools at the SAI

The SAI will extend its regular courses 
by offering three summer schools for all 
those interested in learning South Asian 
languages.

Nepali intensive course

The Department of Classical Indology 
announces its second intensive Nepali 
course from 1-26 August 2006. The 
course will be held under the guidance of 
Lakshmi Nath Shreshta, an experienced 
Nepali teacher, who has taught Nepali to 
generations of students and researchers. 

From the very beginning the course 
will be held in Nepali only, so the stu-
dents will get practical skills in spoken 
Nepali very quickly and be able to start 
speaking after just one week!

Time: 1-26 August 2006
Venue: South Asia Institute, Heidelberg
Fee: 320 € (incl. teaching materials)
Accommodation: hostel on request, 
approx. 200 €
Prerequisites: basic English
Deadlines: 15 May 2006 (application), 
30 June 2006 (payment)
Organizer: Axel Michaels
Credits: 4 ECTS or equivalent
Contact: Matthias Ortlieb,
matthias.ortlieb@urz.uni-heidelberg.de

Summer school in spoken Sanskrit

The Department of Classical Indology 
announces its seventh summer school in 
spoken Sanskrit from 1-26 August 2006 
and the advanced summer school in spo-
ken Sanskrit from 4-22 September 2006. 
Both courses will be held under the guid-
ance of Sadananda Das, a Sanskrit native 
speaker from Benares and an experienced 
Sanskrit teacher.

The participants will learn to listen 
carefully, to pronounce accurately and 
to slowly speak and recite this beautiful 
language.

Time: 1-26 August 2006
Venue: South Asia Institute, Heidelberg
Fee: 300 € (incl. teaching materials)
Accommodation: hostel on request,

approx. 200 €
Prerequisites: elementary Sanskrit and 
English
Deadlines: 15 May 2006 (application), 
30 June 2006 (payment)
Organizer: Axel Michaels
Credits: 4 ECTS or equivalent
Contact: Kathleen Goegge,
kathleen.goegge@urz.uni-heidelberg.de 

Intensive courses in spoken and  
written Urdu

The Department of Modern South Asian 
Studies (Languages and Literatures) an-
nounces its intensive courses in Urdu for 
beginners, intermediate and advanced 
students during the summer vacations 
2006. In the introductory course, stu-
dents develop speaking, reading, listen-
ing and writing skills and acquire basic 
vocabulary as well as knowledge of the 
main grammatical structures and conver-
sational etiquette of Urdu.

At the intermediate level, students ex-
pand their vocabulary, their knowledge 
of grammatical structures and develop 
ease and confidence in dealing with com-
municative tasks.

The advanced course is designed to de-
velop communicative skills, grammati-
cal accuracy and the ability to understand 
complex written texts. Special stress will 
also be laid on listening comprehension.

The instructors, Bushra Iqbal, Chris-
tina Oesterheld and Amtul Manan Ta-
hir, have taught regular Urdu courses at 
Erfurt and Heidelberg and two intensive 
courses at Erfurt in 2004 and 2005. 

Time: 4-22 September 2006
Venue: South Asia Institute, Heidelberg/ 
Germany
Fee: 200 €
Accommodation: hostel on request,
approx. 200 €
Prerequisites: Basic knowledge of the 
Urdu script
Application deadline: 31 May 2006
Organizer: Christina Oesterheld
Credits: 4 ECTS or equivalent
Contact: Christina Oesterheld, 
n40@ix.urz.uni-heidelberg.de
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Funding from the German Research 
Foundation (DFG) enabled the establish-
ment of a project on the history, religion, 
art and architecture of Digambara Jain-
ism in Karnataka in February 2005. The 
project is headed by Dr. Julia A. B. He-
gewald, an art historian specialising in 
South Asia. In May 2005, she was joined 
by Julia Lauer, a student assistant from 
the Religious Studies Department in Hei-
delberg, and in June by Sabine Scholz 
from the Department of Religious Stud-
ies at the University of Leipzig.

As part of the project, Sabine Scholz is 
working on a PhD thesis on the Digam-
bara form of Jainism. Key questions of 
her research will be concerned with the 
distinctiveness of Digambara Jainism in 
Karnataka and its relationship with other, 
particularly Hindu religious groups. In 
December 2005, Dr. Pius Pinto, a histo-
rian from Mysore University, became the 
fourth member of this interdisciplinary 
research team. He is examining histori-
cal and political changes which initially 
led to a sudden rise in Jaina influence in 
Karnataka from about the fifth century 
AD, and a loss of power in certain re-
gions of the state from the early twelfth 
century onwards. He will also conduct 
research on the fifteenth-century revival 
of the Jaina religion in the coastal region 
of Karnataka.

In October 2005, the group presented 
their work in the form of a joint lecture at 
the SAI, and between January and March 
2006, the team jointly carried out exten-
sive fieldwork in Karnataka. During this 
time, they took part in the celebrations 
conducted on the occasion of the Maha-
mastakabhisheka of the colossal statue of 
Gomateshvara at Shravanabelgola, a fes-
tivity last celebrated in this form thirteen 
years ago. The group will be exhibiting 
further photographs documenting this 
major ritual in an exhibition at the SAI.

Planned for the winter 2006/07 is a 
conference in India examining the di-
verse and lasting contribution of Jainism 
to Karnataka culture. The research sym-
posium will involve a large number of 
local Jaina specialists and establish fur-
ther contacts between scholars in India 
and those based at the SAI.

Julia A.B. Hegewald
Julia.Hegewald@urz.uni-heidelberg.de

Emmy Noether research group on Jainism in Karnataka has started its work

From left: Sabine Scholz, Julia Lauer, Julia Hegewald and Pius Pinto. - Photo: SAI

In February 2006, the Emmy-Noether-
Research Group (DFG) on Jainism in 
Karnataka had the rare opportunity to vis-
it the famous Jaina festival of the Maha-
mastakabhisheka in the Jaina pilgrimage 
centre of Shravanabelgola, Karnataka, a 
ceremony which takes place only every 
12-13 years. Thousands of people from 
all over India gathered to celebrate the 
head anointing ceremony of the colos-
sal statue of Gomateshvara. The worldÙs 
tallest monolith was built around 980 

The Mahamastakabhisheka Ceremony
A.D. by general Camundaraya. It rep-
resents Bahubali, the second son of the 
mythical first Tirthankara, Rshaba. Ba-
hubali became detached from the world 
after having to fight his own brother and 
remained in total meditation in the stan- 
ding posture until he attained complete 
and perfect knowledge.

This milleniumÙs first Mahamastak-
abhisheka took place from 8-19 Febru-
ary 2006. Hundreds of pots of different 
purifying substances, such as sugarcane 

The Mahamastakabhisheka ceremony at Shravanabelgola. - Photo: Julia Hegewald
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juice, milk and sandal paste, were poured 
over the statue, bathing the image in dif-
ferent colours - a feast to the eyes!

Allegedly more than a million people 
attended the event, but security forces, 
volunteers and pilgrims remained re-
laxed, friendly and good-tempered. Who 
was not fortunate enough to get a place 
right in front of  the image climbed the 
opposite hill, where people had picnics 
waiting for the ceremony to start. Musi-
cians performed and encouraged  pilgrims 
to dance. The whole event combined the 
praise of outstanding ascetic values rep-
resented by Bahubali with cheerful cel-
ebrations and showed that fasting and 
feasting can form a harmonious entity in 
the life of the Jaina people. Photographs 
documenting the ceremony are exhibited 
at the SAI from 20 June to 3 July 2006.

Sabine Scholz
sscholz@sai.uni-heidelberg.de

Purification of the statue of Gomateshvara.                          - Photo: Sabine Scholz

The small south Indian town Kà¤cãpuram 
is a place of religious pluralism that since 
the 7th century C.E. has drawn together 
religious specialists of various faiths. 
The ritual traditions within this pilgrim-
age center are explored by the project 
entitled ÚInitiation, priestly ordination, 
temple festivalsÛ, which is part of the 
larger SFB 619 Ritualdynamik (Collab-
orative Research Center on the Dynam-
ics of Ritual ➀). It investigates the fac-
tors leading to change and those factors 
maintaining stability of the rituals on a 
textual, structural and institutional level, 
but also from the individual perspectives 
of the contemporary religious specialists 
at the Varadaràja Perumàl temple there. 

At the center of attention are two sets of 
separate but interrelated rituals: initiation 
(dãkùà) rituals and other modes of acquir-
ing ritual competence for temple priests, 
and the yearly main temple festival (brah-
motsava) during which the god leaves 
his temple and strides through the town, 
thereby transforming secular space into 
ritual space. The temple priests are the 
group studied most intensively for both 
sets of rituals: the godÙs actions are in-
separably connected with his priests who 
serve him and who are perceived as his 
representatives or even manifestations. 

The project studies the texts deemed 
relevant by the main actors and other par-

Traditional rituals in modern Kà¤cãpuram

ticipants in the rituals and ethnographic 
field research in Kà¤cãpuram. The for-
mal qualifications for temple priests are 
listed in the authoritative medieval San-
skrit texts. However, although elements 
of these textual descriptions can be found 
in practice, the performance of the initia-
tions is mainly determined by contextual 
factors such as daily temple politics, 
the status of the participants within the 
temple-hierarchy, and so on. Therefore 
the investigation also takes other aspects 

of authorisation and agency of the ritual 
specialists into account, such as the strat-
egies of priestly families to cope with the 
changed relation of state and religion in 
the colonial and post-colonial periods, 
which also changed the concept of Úwhat 
a priest ought to learn and knowÛ.

Ute Hüsken
ute.huesken@urz.uni-heidelberg.de

➀ www.ritualdynamik.uni-hd.de

Acquiring ritual competence: priestly education in Kà¤cãpuram - Photo: Ute Hüsken



7

People

On 17 February 2006 we bid farewell 
to Monika Boehm-Tettelbach, head of 
the Department of Modern South Asian 
Studies (Languages and Literatures) 
from 1994 to 2006. A symposium under 
the title ÚUnnütze Spielereien?Û (Idle 
Games) was organized to mark the oc-
casion. Papers by three people who have 
been closely related to Monika Boehm-
Tettelbach at various stages of her aca-
demic career - Michael Hahn from Mar-
burg, Winand Callewaert from Leuven 
and Heike Bill from Berlin - gave an 
idea of the wide range of her academic 
interests. Michael HahnÙs talk on San-
skrit alamkàras (ornaments of speech 
and sound) represented her grounding in 
classical Indology, Winand CallewaertÙs 
contribution ÚWhy do we bother with 
manuscripts?Û dealt with the literature 
of pre-modern religious sects which con-
stituted her main research interest over 
the last decades, and her former student 
Heike BillÙs talk on administration in 
Afghanistan under the Taliban referred 
to her Iranian studies. This well-attended 
function was an appropriate way to cel-
ebrate her passage into a new stage of  
life - freedom from the burden of admin-
istrative duties, which means ample time 
for field work, reading and writing. 

Monika Boehm-Tettelbach completed 
her PhD at the FU Berlin in 1966 on the 
topic of Sadani, a Bhojpuri dialect spo-
ken in the Chotanagpur, and in 1975 she 
completed her habilitation in Indology 
from Bonn University on Sadani songs. 
After assignments as Assistant Professor 
in Berlin and Bonn and as Professor of 
Indology in Bonn, Köln and Bamberg, 
she was appointed in 1994 to the chair of 
Modern Indian Languages at the SAI.

The academic output of Monika 
Boehm-Tettelbach (authorÙs name: Mo-
nika Horstmann) is tremendous, espe-
cially when viewed in the context of her 
numerous administrative and organisa-
tional obligations. Over the years, her 
geographic focus shifted from the east 
of North India (Chotanagpur) to the west 
(Rajasthan), and her academic interest, 
which had begun with language, widened 
to include literary, religious and social 
phenomena. She has written and edited 
a score of books and published innumer-
able articles on the Sikhs and their litera-
ture, on bhakti and especially Sant litera-
ture, modern Hindi literature, different 

Farewell to Monika Boehm-Tettelbach

aspects of the religious, literary and in-
tellectual history of North India from the 
sixteenth century to the present, and lit-
erary translations from modern standard 
Hindi as well as Sadani, old Hindi and 
Punjabi into German. She initiated, con-
ducted und coordinated several research 
projects, contributed to the collaborative 
research centre ÚRitual DynamicsÛ and is 
actively involved in the Hindi Database 
project which she continues to head.

Outside Germany, Monika Boehm-
Tettelbach is well-known not only due 
to her publications but to the conferences 
and workshops she organized, the pa-
pers she presented at international con-
ferences and the lectures she delivered 
at prestigious universities and institutes 
all over the world. She received awards 
and honorary fellowships in Germany, 
India, Italy, the Netherlands and Aus-
tralia and taught at the Sorbonne, Paris, 
and the Australian National University, 
Canberra. 

What was even more remarkable than 
her other academic achievements, how-
ever, was her commitment to teaching. It 
is a quite common, though unfortunate, 
attitude in academia to regard teaching 
as an annoying obligation, a nuisance. 
Not so with Monika Boehm-Tettel-
bach. She devoted her full energy and 
knowledge to each and every class and 
lecture.  Nobody who ever attended any 
of her classes can have failed to notice 
that her heart was always in it. Thus she 

was able to pass the enthusiasm for the 
material she dealt with and for her aca-
demic discipline on to her students and 
colleagues. Much of her time was spent 
on designing courses and curricula. As 
an outstanding result of her efforts one 
may mention the intensive Hindi course 
for beginners which constitutes the core 
of the departmentÙs language teaching 
programmes and attracts students from 
several European countries every year. 
For this course Monika Boehm-Tettel-
bach and her team, together with Axel 
Michaels and the Department of Clas-
sical Indology, were honoured with the 
Teaching Award of Baden-Württemberg 
in 2005. Through her personal efforts 
she organized intensive Hindi courses in 
Jaipur during the winter vacations which 
are taking place for the third time this 
year. Apart from her own courses, Mon-
ika Boehm-Tettelbach also took a keen 
interest in guaranteeing the high quality 
of all courses taught in the department 
and encouraged the lecturers in Bengali, 
Hindi, Tamil and Urdu to develop teach-
ing materials in German. 

Right after the farewell function Moni-
ka Boehm-Tettelbach set out to continue 
her work in Rajasthan. We are looking 
forward to the results of her current re-
search and wish her all the best for many 
years to come.

Christina Oesterheld
n40@ix.urz.uni-heidelberg.de

Prof. Monika Boehm-Tettelbach in Rajasthan.                               - Photo: SAI
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Marcus Nüsser, new Head of the Department of Geography
On 1 March you succeeded Hans-Georg 
Bohle as Professor of Geography at the 
SAI. Another former chairholder was Ul-
rich Schweinfurth. What do you have in 
commom with your predecessors?

Nüsser: Although we have different 
research interests there are numerous 
links with both of them. Schweinfurth, 
for example, produced the first veg-
etation map of the entire Himalayas, an 
important and eminent reference for my 
PhD research on Nanga Parbat in north-
ern Pakistan. With Bohle I share an in-
terest in socio-economic consequences 
of environmental change, political ecol-
ogy and development studies in general. 
Finally, there is the InstituteÙs continuing 
focus on human-environment relations in 
South Asia.

Could you give us a brief overview of 
your current and future research areas?

Nüsser: Regional research will contin-
ue to focus on High Asia but we will also 
explore new research regions. Themati-
cally, activities will centre on land use 
patterns, environmental conditions and 
health-environment systems - the latter 
with direct reference to the forthcoming 
M.A. course in Health and Environment 
in South Asia.

You have another research project in 
Africa. Could you tell us a little bit more 
about your work there?

Nüsser: Since 1997 itÙs actually been a 
series of research projects across South-

ern Africa and the Republic of South Af-
rica, partially funded by the Volkswagen 
Foundation. WeÙve been 
investigating local knowl-
edge systems consider-
ing land degradation and 
sustainable water use in 
mountains of southern and 
eastern Africa with a focus 
on capacity development. 
The comparative dimen-
sions of the project dem-
onstrate clearly why it is 
worthwhile to do research 
on Africa while working 
at the SAI.

What are your views on 
interdisciplinarity and in which ways 
will your work contribute to the interdis-
ciplinary aspects of the SAI?

Nüsser: In my opinion, interdisciplin-
arity cannot be prescribed. It is, as one 
of my colleagues at the SAI put it, a fact 
of modern academic life, a focussing on 
common research interests and method-
ology. Decidedly, there is a great poten-
tial for interdisciplinary work at the SAI, 
as for example in a common research 
project with the Department of Anthro-
pology - to name but one aspect.

You lived in Berlin for 14 years. IsnÙt 
Heidelberg rather a one-horse town after 
that experience?

Nüsser: Heidelberg and its surround-
ings definitely have their attractions and 

the beautiful countryside is actually ideal 
for long-distance running and biking. 

Born in Castrop-Rauxel in 
1964, Marcus Nüsser re-
ceived his academic educa-
tion at the FU Berlin, where 
he studied Geography, Ge-
ology and Development So-
ciology from 1987 to 1992. 
He obtained his doctoral 
degree in 1996 with a thesis 
on ÚBio-Physical Resourc-
es and Human-Ecological 
Patterns of Land Use in 
the Nanga Parbat regionÛ 
partly financed by a doc-

toral fellowship of the city state of Ber-
lin and substantially funded by the DFG 
(German Research Foundation) in the 
framework of the Culture Area Karako-
rum project. He was awarded a two-years 
grant by the DFG to complete his habili-
tation thesis on ÚResource utilization and 
environmental degradation in subtropi-
cal high-mountain regions of Africa and 
AsiaÛ. In the summer semester of 2004 
he was substitute professor in the Depart-
ment of Geography at Bonn University.

Colleagues and students at the SAI 
wish him a successful, productive and 
enjoyable time in Heidelberg. 

Angela Michel
amichel@sai.uni-heidelberg.de

Lothar Lutze, professor emeritus, has 
been awarded the Padma Shri by the In-
dian Government - as one of only five for-
eigners this year. He has been connected 
with India and the Indian literature since 
the 1960s and has gained through his 
outstanding works on Indian literature 
and culture the esteem and friendship 
of many Indians and Indian institutions. 
He has specialized in Hindi and Bengali 
languages and literatures, folk literatures 
and Indian and interculturally compara-
tive literature.

He translated a large number of Hindi 
poets, short stories and essays into Ger-
man and was the first German academic 
to expand the interest to Indian regional 
literatures such as Bengali, Marathi, 
Kannada or Maithili. Furthermore, he in-

Lothar Lutze honoured with the Padma Shri
troduced several Indian poets and writers 
to the German audience by organizing 
lectures and literary programs at the Max 
Müller Bhavan in New Delhi and by fa-
cilitating visits and guest professorships 
of eminent literary people to Germany.

Through his initiative, the first chair 
of Modern South Asian Languages and 
Literatures was established in Germany 
at the SAI. He headed the SAI branch of-
fice in New Delhi three times and was a 
visiting professor at the Benares Hindu 
University in Varanasi. After his retire-
ment he donated his collection of 1202 
volumes of Hindi-literature and linguis-
tics to the library of the SAI.

Michael Köberlein
saidelhi@del2.vsnl.net.inLothar Lutze. - Photo: SAI

Prof. Nüsser    - Photo: SAI
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Staff News

The following member of the SAI 
died in service:

Monika ACKERMANN, secretary in 
the Dept. of Geography.

The SAI extends its condolences to 
the family.

Anuradha BHALLA took up a posi-
tion as successor of Ulrike STARK as 
Wissenschaftliche Angestellte in the 
Dept. of Modern Indology.

Monika BOEHM-TETTELBACH, 
head of the Dept. of Modern Indol-
ogy, retired (see page 7).

Rainer KIMMIG took up an appoint-
ment as lecturer in the Dept. of Mod-
ern Indology.

Marcus NÜSSER accepted the call 
for the W3-Professorship of Geo-
graphy as successor of Hans-Georg 
BOHLE (see page 8).

New positions in the Department of 
Geography:
Juliane DAME, Wissenschaftliche 
Angestellte; Martin GERWIN, Wis-
senschaftlicher Mitarbeiter; Lars 
STÖVESAND, Wissenschaftlicher 
Mitarbeiter.

Matthias ORTLIEB and Kathleen 
GÖGGE took up positions as substi-
tute of Oliver LAMERS as Wissen-
schaftliche Angestellte (part-time) in 
the Dept. of Classical Indology.

Dong PHAM-PHUONG, Department 
of International Economics, took up a 
position as economist at the econom-
ic and financial forecasting company 
Global Insight, Frankfurt.

Ingrid SCHUHMANN, Dept. Of 
Modern Indology, took up an ap-
pointment as Wissenschaftliche Mit- 
arbeiterin in the Hindi Database Pro-
gramme of the German Research 
Foundation (DFG).

(cont. on page 10)

The SAI was fortunate to have Tulsi Pa-
tel, Professor and Head of Sociology, 
Delhi School of Economics, as guest 
Professor during Winter Semester 2005/ 
2006. Professor Patel was the first occu-
pant of the new Chair in In-
dian Studies, funded by the 
Government of India.

Tulsi Patel was deeply 
engaged in the many ac-
tivities of the Department 
of Anthropology at the 
SAI, with its emphasis on 
Medical Anthropology of 
South Asia. She made an 
outstanding contribution 
to the two-week course on 
Medical Anthropology and 
Public Health that was of-
fered to international health 
professionals as part of the European 
Masters Degree in Tropical Medicine.

She also gave a number of seminars in 
Heidelberg, with titles such as Marriage 
in India: Recent Trends, The Indian Girl 
at Risk: Between Rationality and Public 
Good, Why do Women Not Like to go 

Medical anthropologist visits SAI
to the Hospital for Childbirth?, Family 
Planning and Gender Bias in India. 

During her stay, she was able to visit a 
number of other universities in Europe, 
including the University of Würzburg, 

Germany, where she spoke 
on The Family in India: 
Structure and Practice of 
Child Care; and the Uni-
versity of Lund, Sweden, 
where she spoke on Social 
Networks, Medical Profes-
sionals and New Reproduc-
tive Technologies in India 
and The Indian Girl Caught 
between Individual Ratio-
nality and Public Good. 
During her stay, she was 
also interviewed by the 

BBC on the topic of sex se-
lective abortions in India. It was a real 
pleasure for the SAI to have Professor 
Patel as a guest, and we hope to continue 
our association in the future.

William S. Sax
william.sax@urz.uni-heidelberg.de

Tulsi Patel. - Photo: SAI

Leaving the SAI - next stop: Bonn, Bangalore
Jürgen Clemens and Evelin Hust have 
both found new jobs outside the SAI. 
Clemens, formerly at the Department of 
Geography, is now Senior Desk Officer 
for Sri Lanka and Pakistan at Malteser 
International headquarters in Cologne. 
Hust, the SAIÙs representative at the 
branch office New Delhi from 2001 to 
2004, is now director of the Goethe-Insti-
tut / Max Mueller Bhavan in Bangalore.

Jürgen Clemens sees his new tasks 
mainly as an exciting challenge: He 
monitors relief and rehabilitation proj-
ects in Sri Lanka and Pakistan after the 
Tsunami and the earthquake - which in-
cludes contract negotiations, approval of 
funding requests by NGOs, direct liaison 
with donors and press relations and mon-
itoring trips. He enjoys helping others 
and likes the challenge of dealing with 
new situations. But there are also many 
connections with his old job. According 
to Clemens, having done research in the 
region is very helpful, just like having 
worked and published on development 
issues and disaster risk management/pre-
vention before. However, the number of 

projects and pressing deadlines can be 
stressful - so it is not surprising that he 
sometimes misses the freedom and flex-
ibility of academic life.

Evelin Hust does not regret her deci-
sion, either, describing her new job as 
Úextremely satisfyingÛ as she is very 
independent in her work. Managing the 
institute is a multitasking job - planning 
and executing the programme, supervis-
ing and developing the language depart-
ment, taking care of the administration 
of a cultural institute. Fortunately, she 
already had some experience concerning 
the working conditions in India - although 
she had to realize that truly living there 
is yet another thing: ÚIf you are on a re-
search project you still feel that your nor-
mal life is in Germany, so certain needs 
you postpone until you are back in Ger-
manyÛ, she says. ÚBut my life is spent in 
India, with short trips to Germany to visit 
family and friends, and I have to address 
the various needs and interests here.Û 

Volker Oberkircher
volker@sai.uni-heidelberg.de
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Kenneth McPherson was a Senior Hum-
boldt Fellow in the Department of Po-
litical Science at the SAI during 2005. In 
this period he worked on a major project 
on Muslims in southern India in addition 
to a manuscript on the political and eco-
nomic history of Pakistan since 1947.

His work on the Muslims of southern 
India is essentially a study of the diver-
sity of Islam. It focuses on the Muslims 
of what is now Tamil Nad in the 19th and 
20th centuries. Muslims in this area were 
divided - linguistically, culturally and 
historically - between Tamil- and Urdu-
speakers. Contrary to popular belief the 
two communities responded to the chal-

Muslims in southern India

Staff news

Jivanta SCHÖTTLI took up a position 
as Wissenschaftliche Mitarbeiterin in 
the Dept. of Political Science.

Sona SYKOROVA took up a position 
as successor of Oliver STROBEL in 
the Dept. of Development Econom-
ics.

Thomas WIDLOK took up an ap-
pointment as temporary substitute for 
William Sax, head of the Dept. of An-
thropology, who is currently on leave 
until the end of the summer semester 
2006.

Claus Peter ZOLLER took up an ap-
pointment as Wissenschaftlicher Mit-
arbeiter in the Hindi Database Pro-
gramme of the German Research
Foundation (DFG).

Guests at the SAI included:

Jayantas SENGUPTA (Baden-Würt-
temberg Fellow)

Chen TZOREF-ASHKENAZI (Post-
doctoral, Fellowship Minerva Foun-
dation)

Ali Usman QASMI (PhD, DAAD-
grant)
 
Nitin VARMA (PhD, DAAD-grant)

Within the framework of the Memoran-
dum of Understanding between the CSH/
New Delhi and the SAI, I was able to 
spend November 2005 to January 2006 
at CSH as the second visiting doctoral 
scholar from the SAI. 

Although I was affiliated to the section 
ÚPolitical dynamics, institutional set-up 
and social changeÛ, I nevertheless had 
the opportunity to discuss my ongoing 
doctoral research on the determinants of 
policies of public service delivery and so-
cial policy measures in the Indian States 
with scholars from various disciplines 
there. The CSH provided a workstation, 
a variety of contacts to scholars in fields 
related to my own research, a small grant 

Centre de Sciences Humaines New Delhi
for internal expenses and a good insight 
into the scope and depth of French re-
search on modern India. 

The stay also offered me ample op-
portunities to network with French and 
Indian scholars of Indian politics, the 
possibility of starting an experts survey 
on state politics in India and gave me 
valuable feedback on my own research 
during an in-house seminar which was 
organized for that purpose. The friendly 
intellectual atmosphere and serious work 
ethic were an added bonus to the very 
positive experience at CSH.

Malte Pehl
mpehl@ix.urz.uni-heidelberg.de

lenges of colonialism and nationalism in 
markedly different ways undermining the 
external perception of Muslims as mem-
bers of a homogenous and monolithic 
global community. The study has im-
plications beyond the confines of Tamil 
Nad, or indeed of modern India: it chal-
lenges the stereotyping of Muslims as a 
simply defined monolithic community 
which remains strong in the mind set of 
many Western politicians and observers.

He was also engaged, with Subrata 
Mitra, in developing links between the 
University and his home university: La 
Trobe University, Melbourne. He assist-
ed in organising a PhD scholarship for a 

student at the SAI to be held at La Trobe 
University, and was involved in the su-
pervision of PhD students in the Depart-
ment of Political Science at the SAI.

In addition to the above McPherson 
presented a paper, ÚIndia-Australia and 
the Indian OceanÛ, at a Hanns Seidel 
Foundation conference in Berlin in June, 
published articles on Pakistan in the ÚEu-
ropa South Asia HandbookÛ and on con-
tainerisation in ÚThe History of World 
TradeÛ, and attended seminars at the 
Martin Luther University in Halle.

Kenneth McPherson
drkennethmcpherson@yahoo.com.au

Classical Tamil poetics
From 2-7 July 2005, a second interna-
tional workshop on classical Tamil poet-
ics was conducted at the SAI. The partic-
ipants were members of a research group 
working on classical Tamil poetics: Eva 
Wilden, École Française d‘Extrême-Ori-
ent, Pondicherry, Takanobu Takahashi, 
University of Tokyo, Jean-Luc Chevil-
lard, University of Paris, Sascha Ebel-
ing, University of Cologne (now Univer-
sity of Chicago), and Thomas Lehmann, 
SAI. 

The aim of the research group is to pre-
pare a History of Classical Tamil Poetics 
by a series of critical editions and anno-
tated translations of the relevant poeto-

logical texts and analyses of the respec-
tive poetological concepts. During the 
second workshop the first chapter of the 
Tolkàppiyam-Poruëatikàram was anal-
ysed. This chapter develops the concept 
of the five tiõai-s (Úinterior landscapesÛ), 
which has become popular beyond the 
realm of Classical Tamil poetics. A new 
and more detailed analysis of this con-
cept is being prepared by the members 
of the research group. The workshop 
was sponsored by the German Research 
Foundation (DFG).

Thomas Lehmann
d53@ix.urz.uni-heidelberg.de
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IndiaÙs heraldic animal may be a lion, its 
most revered one may be a cow and its 
symbol of strength may be the monkey 
god Hanuman, but when it comes to its 
economy, India inadvertently is symbol-
ized by a pachyderm. For decades it 
was a slowly trotting elephant (and 
not Ganesha), outpaced by tigers 
and a dragon, but now the heavy-
weight has gained momentum, and 
the friendly beast has started gal-
loping, at least in the eyes of unbe-
lieving foreign observers.

Whether an elephant really could 
gallop (which would require it to 
have all four legs in the air) is of 
less concern than whether it can 
catch up, and then keep up, with 
its mighty neighbour to the north. 
Compared to China India is still 
no match: It has fewer inhabitants, 
produces only half as much per 
head, and its people enjoy a much 
lower standard of living. It attracts 
only one tenth the foreign invest-
ment of China, trades much less, 
and has accumulated only a frac-
tion of ChinaÙs foreign exchange 
reserves. But it has made a name in 
services export, is already a world 
leader in custom - designed soft-
ware, and has successfully market-
ed the country as the back office of 
the world. India certainly has be-
come the Únext thingÛ after China 
and although it may not really play 
in the same league, more and more 
international firms are beginning to ask 
themselves if they can still afford not to 
be present in India selling, producing or 
developing things.

Indian economy or how to ride a galloping elephant
With this question in mind, VDMA, 

the German Engineering Federation, 
probably the most potent, successful and 
internationally oriented single industry 
organisation of mainly ÚMittelstandÛ 

(read: mostly family owned medium 
sized) firms, held its bi-annual Foreign 
Trade Day to India on March 22 and 23, 
2006, in Offenbach under the motto ÚIn-

dian economy or how to ride a galloping 
elephantÛ. It was a welcome opportunity 
to present the results of SAIÙs dealings 
with IndiaÙs economy to almost two hun-
dred senior managers and entrepreneurs, 

to argue that India would be worth 
investment and cooperation, but 
also to carefully study the market 
and to be aware of possible pitfalls. 
Tales of 250 million ÚMittelstandÛ 
(instead of Indian standard middle 
class) and an untapped ÚpotentialÛ 
of a billion people had misled for-
eigners in the early 1990s to in-
vest sans the necessary caution, 
and some of them got their fingers 
burnt. In the meantime India gained 
importance, and annual investment 
crossed US$200 billion.  In 2004 
Germany ranked first among ex-
porters of engineering goods to In-
dia; in 2005 to the tune of 1.4 bn 
Euro (only a fifth of that to China), 
an increase of 43.5 per cent over 
the year before.

India has become a dynamic 
global player in its own right: in 
2004-05 it exported a wide range 
of engineering goods worth 13.5 
bn Euro, 33 per cent more than in 
2003-04, and 82 per cent more than 
in 2002-03. Participants already 
active in India in their various 
capacities added information on 
specialized topics (finance, arbitra-
tion, case studies), and a cultural 
program introduced them to India 

beyond the world of business.

Wolfgang-Peter Zingel
h93@ix.urz.uni-heidelberg.de

Can German engineering industries afford not to be 
present in India?                                     - Photo: VDMA

The Department of Political Science, 
in collaboration with the Hanns Seidel 
Foundation, organized a two-day confer-
ence, titled ÚIndia in world politicsÛ, on 
the grounds of the Indian Embassy, Ber-
lin on 27-28 June 2005. Nine papers were 
presented on various aspects of IndiaÙs 
emerging international profile. Subrata 
Mitra opened the first panel with a pa-
per on the ambiguity of IndiaÙs power, 
containing the core ideas that had given 
rise to the conference. From the United 
States, Gary Bertsch, director of the Cen-

India in world politics
tre for International Trade and Security 
at the University of Georgia, accompa-
nied by Seema Gahlaut and Anupam 
Srivastava, spoke on India-US relations. 
Lawrence Saez of the London School of 
Economics analysed IndiaÙs trade pat-
terns while Rahul Roy-Chaudhury from 
the International Institute for Strategic 
Studies, also in London, examined India 
within South Asia. Other topics included 
India-EU relations covered by Professor 
Jain from the Jawaharlal Nehru Univer-
sity, New Delhi, a paper on the Indian 

Ocean by Kenneth McPherson from 
Australia and a view of India from the 
East by Urs Schöttli, Asia Correspondent 
of the Neue Zürcher Zeitung. Each ses-
sion was broadly attended by members 
of the public and government, appealing 
to academic as well as business interests. 
The papers will soon be published by the 
Hanns Seidel Foundation.

Jivanta Schöttli
schottli@yahoo.com
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Internet research: The Savifa website is online.                                    - Screenshot: SAI

SAVIFA ➀ serves as a gateway to 
the search for information objects of 
any kind, including internet resources,  
journals and articles, books and databas-
es as well as ÚGraue LiteraturÛ. Savifa is 
a two-year project funded by the German  
Research Foundation (DFG). The servic-
es offered by SAVIFA can easily be found 
on the homepage, reproduced below. 

Metasearch
The metasearch allows you to search si-
multaneously in various library online cat-
alogues, databases and SavifaGuide. Thus 
printed and electronic publications can  
easily be sought out by formulating just 
one search inquiry.

Online Contents Database South  
Asia (OLC)
This bibliographic database contains ci-
tations of articles and reviews from 218 
journals relevant to study and research on 
culture, politics and languages of South 
Asia. The journals are mostly indexed 
back to 1993 as year of publication and a 
weekly update of the database ensures that 
the content of even the latest issues of the 
journals are included. OLC SSG South 
Asia can also be used as an access point 

SAVIFA - the virtual library South Asia
to interlibrary loan and the document de-
livery services Subito and SSG-S, the  
document delivery service of the Library 
of the SAI.

SavifaGuide
SavifaGuide references selected and 
quality-controlled internet resources 
with a focus on South Asia and the field 

of South Asia studies. Each reference 
catalogued into the database contains de-
tailed metadata, so that you have various 
browsing options (e.g. region, subject) 
as well as specific search options at your 
disposal.

e-Journal Collection South Asia
More than 120 e-Journals with a focus 
on South Asia are included in this col-
lection, which offers access to full-text 
articles in electronic format. Apart from 
licensed journals where access might be 
restricted, the collection also contains 
electronic journals that are freely avail-
able.

SavifaDok
Our electronic publication platform 
SavifaDok gives you the opportunity to 

publish your research papers or any other 
publication comfortably and for free. We 
archive your documents and guarantee 
long-term availability by assigning stan-
dardized web-addresses (URNs). In ad-
dition, we ensure that your publications 
can be searched and found in library 
catalogues and search engines. Publish-
ing on SavifaDok increases your Úper-

sonal impact factorÛ, 
because your work 
reaches a wider audi-
ence.

New Acquisitions of 
the Special Subject 
Collection (SSG)
Our monthly lists in-
form you about new 
acquisitions of the 
South Asia InstituteÙs 
Library. If you are in-
terested in receiving 
these lists regularly 
as PDF-files, please 
use the subscription 
form on the SAVIFA 
homepage.

South Asia experts 
and project data-
base
This database will 
contain information 
about people and 
institutions with a 
research interest in 
South Asia. You will 

have various browsing options, e.g. re-
gion, language and subject, as well as 
free keyword search at your disposal. 
The database will be available at the end 
of 2006.

Newsletter MASALA
Quarterly published, MASALA provides 
information on conferences, exhibitions, 
news from SAVIFA and the SSG and 
much more. You can subscribe to Masala 
or read it on the SAVIFA website.

Nicole Merkel
merkel@sai.uni-heidelberg.de

➀ www.savifa.de
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This international workshop organized 
by the Department of Anthropology, in 
collaboration with Michigan University 
(Sumathi Ramaswamy), was held in Hei-
delberg from 22-24 May 2006. Funded 
by the universityÙs interdisciplinary re-
search project ÚRitual DynamicsÛ  (SFB 
619), this event took as its central mis-
sion the twin goals of re-conceptualizing 
current archiving and displaying prac-
tices in light of debates around the visual 
turn (especially in South Asian studies), 
and vice versa, asking how the field of 
visual studies is itself reconfigured by 
our archiving practices. One of the key 
agendas in this workshop was to explore 
means and ways for the construction and 
use of a digital database in order to treat, 
think with and talk about image, text, and 
ritual/ised practice in a new fashion.

The outcome is the coming together of 
ideas for setting up a trans-national virtu-
al network and database for visual culture 
for modern South Asia (and eventually, 
for Southeast Asia and China). Our idea 
for such a visual database emerges from 
our recognition that the preservation and 
systematic engagement with popular 
visual culture in South Asia has so far 
been rather marginal, and yet its poten-
tial for cross-disciplinary scholarship 
and advancing trans-national collabora-
tions is far-reaching. In particular, we are 
interested in assembling and launching 
a virtual electronic archive - with open 
public access to scholars, students, and 
other interested professionals across the 

 Archiving the visible and visualisation in South Asia
Building a scientific database for visual and audiovisual media

 world - that would collect, docu-
ment, contextualise, and digitise, 
and hence preserve for posterity, 
a wide variety of images and 
visual objects such as historical 
photographs, bazaar prints, film 
posters and hoardings, religious 
ephemera, political parapherna-
lia, and commercial advertise-
ments, to mention a few Úgen-
resÛ among many.

Key fields of exploration will 
be:
(a)   the social and performa-
tive life of images (e.g. as they 
emerge in and out of ritual prac-
tices)
(b)  the histories and everyday 
lives and voices of producers, 
disseminators and ÚconsumersÛ 
(e.g. ritual specialists, laymen, 
etc.)
(c)   various techniques of visu-
ality/media of visualisation (for 
instance, ritual or theatrical per-
formance,  and political spec-
tacle)
(d) collecting and exhibiting practices, 
the growth of private and public reposi-
tories for visual materials. 

Among the international participants 
were Jyotindra Jain, Patricia Uberoi, 
Shuddhabrata Sengupta, Yousuf Saeed 
(all New Delhi), Patsy Spyer and Roos 
Gerritsen (Leiden), Willem van Schendel 

(Amsterdam) and Kajri Jain (Ontario). 
They as well as other scholars from Ger-
many  brought expertise from fields such 
as anthropology, history, visual studies, 
database management, film making, art,  
art collecting and museum curatoring.

Christiane Brosius
brosius@sai.uni-heidelberg.de

Bazaar prints in New Delhi, 2005: An example of 
the visual objects collected and digitized for the 
virtual electronic archive

- Photo: Christiane Brosius

The SAI at the Frankfurt Book Fair
ÚTodayÙs IndiaÛ: Contemporary Indian culture is focus of attention

This year the SAI will participate for the 
second time in the Frankfurt Book Fair 
to be held from 4-8 October 2006 with 
India as guest of honour. India is the only 
country to have been invited for a second 
time.  It has chosen the theme ÚTodayÙs 
IndiaÛ in order to bring its contemporary 
culture to the attention of the interna-
tional public in a comprehensive way. A 
large number of readings, music, dance 
and theatre events, film features, and ex-
hibitions are to be hosted all across Ger-
many throughout the year 2006.

For the SAI it will be one of the major 
event of the year, offering to chance to 
advertise its numerous services to stu-
dents, researchers and the general public. 
Situated in the International Centre in 
Hall 5.0 the SAI will be present in the 
same area as other German institutions 
involved in international cultural coop-
eration and exchange and in direct neigh-
bourhood of such important players in the 
field of international cultural cooperation 
as the German Academic Exchange Ser-
vice (DAAD), Goethe-Institut, Institute 

of Foreign Relations (ifa), Institut Fran-
cais, the Instituto Cervantes and Interna-
tional PEN. In addition the Federal For-
eign Office of Germany and the Interna-
tional Department of the Frankfurt Book 
Fair will also have stands, thus creating 
an important platform in international 
cultural exchange. 

Angela Michel
amichel@sai.uni-heidelberg.de
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Earthquake relief efforts in Balakot, northern Pakistan

At 8:47 am on Saturday, 8 October 2005, came the devastat-
ing earthquake in South Asia which was measured as 7.6 and 
was one of the deadliest earthquakes in the region. The worst 
affected area was northern Pakistan. Two major towns - Muz-
zaffarabad and Balakot - were reduced to rubble. According to 
the official estimates the dead outnumbered 78,000 while the 
unofficial figures are more than 100,000 dead and many more 
displaced. During the next few days the whole region was in 
shock. No one had expected such devastation and huge human 
losses.

The world community responded immediately, and relief mis-
sions began to pour into Pakistan to help the victims.

Gita Dharampal-Frick, Dietmar Rothermund and Manfred 
Hake from the SAI were the first to send messages showing their 
concern regarding the safety of the Shah family, then sympathy 
to the victims and asking Úif there is anything we can do from 
the SAI to alliviate the unimaginable suffering of the affected 
regionÛ. They made it clear that the SAI would like to help the 
victims of the earthquake and asked Wiqar  Ali Shah, the local 
representative of the SAI in Pakistan, for his advice on how to 
help.

Since the number of affected people was growing daily and 
the harsh winter of the Himalayan range was fast approaching, 
it was decided to provide them with shelters / one-room-houses. 

The funds from the SAI started arriving in November. Dagmar 
Hellmann-Rajanayagam brought the first donation of the SAI and 
was followed by Jürgen Clemens and Sarah L. Reuther. With the 
generous contribution of the SAI, 53 shelters were provided to 
the people of Ganool, 15 kilometers from the main town of Bala-
kot, hitherto neglected by the government in relief activities.

On 27 April 2006, a visit to Ganool was organized in which 
Qasim Jan, the VC of the Quaid-i-Azam University, Islamabad, 
participated, along with a few teachers and journalists from 
local and national newspapers to give it proper coverage. At 
that occasion, the people of Ganool were informed of the good 
wishes and efforts of the staff, teachers and students of the SAI 
regarding their generous donations to earthquake-hit regions of 
Pakistan to provide them shelters enabling them to start a new 
life in the devastated area.

Wiqar Ali Shah
drswas@hotmail.com

Shelters, next to the graves (top left) - Kanool village, redu-
ced to rubble (bottom left) - Wiqar Ali Shah (left) and Qa-
sim Jan, VC of the Quaid-i-Azam University, with teachers, 
journalists and survivors of the earthquake (top right) - The 
shelters provide protection during the harsh winters (bot-
tom right)                                          - Photos: Wiqar Ali Shah
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SAI branch offices

Colombo

At the SAI branch office in 
Sri Lanka the core activities 
have been continued and tak-
en up after the involvement 
in the Tsunami rehabilitation 
work with the local NGO 
Sewalanka during the first 
half of 2005. The project im-
plementation started during 
April 2005 by distributing 
nets among Tsunami affected 
fishermen in the southeastern 
area of Ampara in Sri Lanka. 
The project came to an end 
in November with a last field 
visit by the Resident Repre-
sentative Pia Hollenbach and 
representatives of Sewalanka 
in Pottuvil to distribute fish-
ing boats, sewing machines, 
and some start-up capital to 
develop small businesses 
for livelihood support. A 
further five wells were built 
for the community with the 
donations to secure access to 
drinking water and sustain-
ability and independence of 
the fishing community.

During the past year, co-
operation with the Eastern 
University was strengthened 
and became livelier. In coop-
eration with the Social Policy 
Analysis and Research Cen-
tre (SPARC) a workshop 
was organized about Social 
Empirical Theories. Students 
were trained to conduct an 
ILO Island wide Survey un-
der the leadership of SPARC. 
Furthermore a Memorandum 
of Understanding was signed 
with the Eastern University 
of Sri Lanka to facilitate a four year proj-
ect on Local Traditions of the North East 
of Sri Lanka. A proposal was sent to the 
DAAD (German Academic Exchange 
Service) to fund this research coopera-
tion.

In collaboration with other partners in 
Sri Lanka the SAI conducted a Seminar 
with the Goethe Institute Colombo office 
on ÚExploring Identities and Anxieties of 
YouthÛ. The seminar was held in Decem-

ber 2005. The SAI office in Delhi reco-
mended an Indian researcher, Meenakshi 
Thapan, from the Univeristy of Delhi and 
she was invited to address the seminar. 
The Goethe Institute will follow up on 
this topic of ÚYouthÛ by holding another 
workshop/seminar of a similar kind to 
build up a series which will make way 
for a joint publication. The SAI is the 
cooperation partner for this program and 
for the publication. 

In August the SAI Colombo 
organized a conference on 
Social Dimensions of health 
in Sri Lanka in collaboration 
with SPARC. Christiane Noe 
(Dept. of Geography, SAI) 
attended this conference and 
presented her field research 
findings on Urban Health is-
sues in resettlement schemes 
in Colombo. The conference 
was a first impulse session to 
create a new working group 
under the SPARC on Health 
issues, which will be co-
chaired by the SAI. 

Further the SAI is involved 
in the Gender and Youth 
working Group and actively 
attending meetings and semi-
nars. The SAI Colombo office 
will also be actively involved 
in the workshop organized 
by the Asia Link Foundation 
on Governance and Develop-
ment which will take place at 
the end of 2006.

The proposed continua-
tion of the Undergraduate 
Research Paper Competition 
will be held in June 2006. 
The competition this time 
will be on the topic of ÚThe 
Peace Process and Tsunami 
RehabilitationÛ, and will be 
followed by a seminar and 
workshop where the winners 
will be able to present the pa-
pers on a public forum. The 
competition will be held in 
collaboration with the Ban-
daranayke Centre for Inter-
national Studies (BCIS) and 
the SPARC.  

Pia Hollenbach
saicmb@eureka.lk

Address:
29/15 Visaka Private Road
Colombo 4
Sri Lanka
Phone: 0094 11 45 28 400-404
Fax: 0114 514 820

from left: Christoph Zotter (branch office Kathmandu), Pia Hol-
lenbach (branch office Colombo), Michael Köberlein (brach office 
New Delhi) and Elvira Graner (Department of Geography) in Co-
lombo.                                                                                 - Photo: SAI

Pia Hollenbach handing over donations to Sri Lankan families. 
- Photo: SAI
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New Delhi

Germany Visa Call Centre

The Branch Office New Delhi would like 
to refer all those seeking German visas 
to the new German Visa Call Centre ➁. 
The German embassy itself does not ac-
cept visa applications anymore, with the 
exception of business visas and visas for 
official visits.

➁ http://www.vfs-germany.co.in/

On 30 August 2005, the Mayor of the 
City of Heidelberg and President of the 
Heidelberg Club International, Ms. Be-
ate Weber, inaugurated with the active 
support of the SAI branch office the new 
chapter of the Club in the capital of India 
at the German Embassy, hosted by Am-
bassador Heimo Richter. 

The Club, established in 1976, already 
has branches in Heidelberg, London, 
Paris,  New York, Chicago, San Fran-
cisco, Seoul, Tokyo, Osaka and Beijing.
In the articles of the Club the main objec-
tive outlined is to establish a worldwide 
network of senior individuals from the 
economic, scientific, cultural and tourism 
fields with whom the City of Heidelberg 
intends to collaborate and facilitate joint 
events such as conferences and exhibi-
tions or realise other initiatives such as 
the establishment of various awards for 
outstanding achievements in a particular 
field of science.

Nineteen selected members with their 
spouses as well as a small number of 

New in Delhi: Heidelberg Club International
people from the media and the Embas-
sy participated in the launch of the new 
Club chapter. With the foundation of the 
New Delhi chapter, the Heidelberg Club 
International has taken a step in the di-
rection of extending its network of scien-
tists, businessmen, politicians and artists 
to India, a country considered by Mayor 
Beate Weber to be heading for a great 
future.

The HCI Delhi has established a board 
chaired by Prof. Jyotindra Jain, Dean of 
the School of Arts and Aesthetics, Jawa-
harlal Nehru University, which will reg-
ularly meet in order to devise the aims 
and activities of the Club in India.

The focus of the activities is aimed to 
be based upon the competence and expert 
know-how of the City of Heidelberg and 
the first target is to realize collaboration 
in the fields of environment, academic 
exchange and cultural affairs.

Michael Köberlein
saidelhi@del2.vsnl.net.in

The Mayor of Heidelberg, Beate We-
ber, and Ambassador Heimo Richter 
at the Heidelberg Club inauguration 
ceremony. - Photo: Michael Köberlein

The Delhi Branch Office manages the 
various research projects conducted at 
the institute, administers fellowships, 
promotes and invigorates academic part-
nerships with individual scholars and 
institutions and facilitates and organises 
conferences, workshops and lectures. To 
further promote the collaboration with 
partners in India, a new Memorandum of 
Understanding has been signed with the 
Nordic Centre in India ➀. Main objec-
tives of this partnership are to organize 
common events, exchange students and 
scholars, offer joint summer schools and 
language courses in India, Germany and 
the Nordic countries.

In February 2006 the branch office 
organized a book launch together with 
Routledge India at IIC of Subrata Mi-
traÙs latest book on ÚThe Puzzle of 
IndiaÙs GovernanceÛ which was attended 
by more than 80 eminent people, inter alia 
the Chief Secretary of the Delhi Govern-
ment, Mr. Regunathan, the former direc-
tor of CSDS, Ashish Nandy and several 
members of the German Embassy.

Furthermore the branch office support-
ed the new Developing Country Research 
Centre of Delhi University in organising 

an international conference on ÚWound-
ed History - Social Healing: The South 
Asian ExperienceÛ. Several scholars from 
the SAI participated in the conference. 

In March 2006 a successful and inspir-
ing trip was undertaken by the represen-
tative to Dhaka, Bangladesh to explore 
possibilities for research collaboration 
with academic institutions such as Dhaka 
University and the Bangladesh Institute 
of Development Studies as well as to pre-
pare a specific research collaboration for 
proposing to the DFG priority programme 
on ÚMegacities - Megachallenge: Infor-
mal Dynamics of Global ChangeÛ. The 
representative met several scholars of 
academic institutions as well as social 
scientists and employees of international 
organizations such as the World Bank, 
GTZ or ILO. Of particular importance 
was the meeting with Kamal Siddiqui, a 
renowned scholar and the present princi-
pal secretary of the Prime Minister of the 
PeopleÙs Republic of Bangladesh, who 
agreed to participate in the proposed re-
search project and offered his support in 
enliven the Bangladesh Chair at the SAI. 

Besides, the representative of the 
branch office took part in a round table 

session on ÚStrategies of Mutual Knowl-
edgeÛ organised by the French Embassy 
and headed by the distinguished author 
Umberto Eco. 

Michael Köberlein
saidelhi@del2.vsnl.net.in

Address:
c/o Max Mueller Bhavan
3, Kasturba Gandhi Marg
New Delhi - 110 001
Phone: 0091-11-2332 6001
Fax: 0091-11-2371 6684

➀ http://www.nci.uu.se/
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Based on a Memorandum of Understand-
ing with Tribhuvan University (T.U.) the 
SAI since 1987 has operated a branch 
office in Kathmandu in order to sup-
port SAI activities in Nepal. Nothwith-
standing the difficult political situation 
of Nepal - at present affecting everyday 
life by frequent general strikes and even 
days of curfew - several scholars and 
students affiliated to SAI continue their 
research in the Himalayan kingdom. 
Elvira Graner (Dept. of Geography) is 
working on (labour) migration and hu-
man development. Together with Novel 
K. Rai (T.U.) and colleagues at the Dept. 
of Linguistics of Leipzig University, 
Martin Gaenszle (Dept. of Anthopol-
ogy) undertakes research on two Rai lan-
guages (Puma and Chhital) in the frame 
of a worldwide project of documenting 
rare languages (DOBIS). The present 
representative Christof Zotter (Dept. of 
Classical Indology) is doing his PhD 
research on the initiation of Hindu boys 
(vratabandha) among highcaste Parbati-
ya families. Together with colleagues 
Christoph Emmrich, Niels Gutschow, 
Axel Michaels and Nutan Dhar Sharma 
he is part of the subproject ÚLife-cycle 
rituals in NepalÛ of the Collaborative 
Research Centre ÚRitual DynamicsÛ. In 
autumn 2005 the Research Centre also 
conducted the second workshop on ÚRi-
tual DynamicsÛ in Bhaktapur in which 
an international group of students was 
taught by Niels Gutschow to observe, 
document and interpret Nepalese rituals 
and culture.

The service of the branch office in 
Kathmandu also includes the purchase of 
new publications for the Central Library 
of the SAI in Heidelberg - this year with 
an additional special focus on collecting 
Nepali literature. Another function is to 
assist SAI students looking for volun-
teer work in Nepal. The office was also 
involved in the communication with the 
Nepalese publisher of the European Bul-
letin of Himalayan Research (EBHR), 
the Social Science Baha (SSB), before 
the editing of the journal recently shifted 
from the SAI to the Centre National de la 
Recherche Scientifique (CNRS) in Paris. 
The distribution of the journal to the sub-
scribers was also done by the office.

As the last examples show, the SAI is 
linked with partner organisations in the 
guest country. In cooperation with  the 

T.U. and a number of donor-funded pro-
jects, the Kathmandu office in 2005 ran 
another MA Support Scheme, in which, 
guided by Elvira Graner, a selected 
group of  T.U. students of social sciences 
was supported in writing their theses by a 
small scholarship and  a series of classes 
in methodolgy held in the branch office. 

Close institutional relations are main-
tained between the Kathmandu Office 
and T.U.Ùs Centre for Nepal and Asian 
Studies (CNAS) and - as already men-
tioned - the SSB. In October 2005 Elvira 
Graner was giving a lecture on ÚMap-
ping Actors in Carpet Production in the 
Kathmandu ValleyÛ jointly organized by 
CNAS, SAI and SSB. In March 2006 the 
tradition of the cooperative CNAS-SAI 
talk programme was continued by a lec-
ture of Gabriele Tautscher (Univ. of Vi-

Kathmandu

enna, Dept. of Anthropology) on the his-
torical, political and religious meanings 
of ÚTamang Mountain Cults: Sailung, 
Kalincok, GosainkundÛ. If not disturbed 
by strike or curfew, SAI and SSB will 
soon send invitations to a talk of Martin 
Gaenszle on ÚScript and Orality in the 
Kiranti Language MovementÛ.  

Christof Zotter
christofzotter@yahoo.de

Address:
South Asia Institute
Kathmandu Office
P.O. Box 4379
Patan / Jhamsikhel (Neer Bhawan)
Tel./Fax (00977)-1-5526915
saiktm@mos.com.np

Participants of the M.A. support scheme.              - Photo: Rajesh Lal Shrestha

Together with Tribhuvan University (T.U.), the Kathmandu Branch Office has de-
signed a scheme for supporting a total number of 10-15 students enrolled in their 
thesis year in social sciences while carrying out field research for their M.A. theses. 
Funding is the result of a close cooperation with development organizations such as 
the GTZ,  the Health Sector Support Programme (HSSP) and Churia Forestry Proj-
ect, as well as the Nepal Swiss Community Forestry Project  (SDC) and the NLA 
(National Labour Academy). The Nepal Institute of Development Studies (NIDS) 
has been instrumental in setting up the cooperations, and the Friends & Supporters 
of the SAI also contributed to the efforts. The M.A. Support Scheme aims at ex-
posing T.U. students to both foreign academic teaching and research. Thus, it will 
hopefully be a vital tool in guiding them as well as familiarising them with empirical 
research, particularly those who are interested in further studies, whether in Nepal 
or at foreign universities.          (by Elvira Graner, egraner@sai.uni-heidelberg.de)
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Anthropology

Projects

- Problems of intercultural com-
munication in a hospital based set-
ting (Gabriele Alex, in coorperation 
with Dr. A. DiGallo from Kinderk-
linik Heidelberg. Research Assistants: 
A. Bohn. J. Schwarzkopf, P. Seidel) 
- Healing practices and health explana-
tory models of the Narikorava (Vagri) in 
Tamil Nadu (Gabriele Alex)
-  Handlungspotential (agency) und terri-
toriale Rituale in Indien (Christiane Bro-
sius, Karin Polit; Ritual Dynamics A4)
- Lifestyle aesthetics in postliberalisation 
India (Christiane Brosius)
- Tibetan medicine off the roads: mod-
ernizing the Amchi work in Spiti (Flo-
rian  Besch)
- Ritual, society, and healing amongst the 
Khasi of northeast India (Berit Fuhrmann; 
Ritual Dynamics A5)
- Soziokultureller Kontext von Krank-
heiten und HIV/Aids - Einfluss auf die 
Aidsprävention in Afrika. Am Beispiel 
von Mosambique im Kontext Sub-Sa-
hara Afrika (Sophie Kotanyi)
- Consuming theatre: the economics and 
politics of Jatra in West Bengal (India) 
(Martin  Kunz)
- Exploring the spiritual: a study on the 
role of practice and belief in contemporary 
health seeking behaviour in Lakamega 
district of Western Province (Scholar-
ship from Catholic Academic Exchange 
Service, Germany) (Ferdinand Okwaro) 
- Local concepts of the integration of Ay-
urveda in Kerala: between tradition and 
globalization (Mihaela Paina)
- The evolving context of patronage and 
performance of a ritual art in Kerala 
(South India) (Marianne  Pasty)
- Women of the margins: life strategies 
of rural women in the Garhwal Himala-
yas (Karin Polit)
- Sickness and healing amongst the Gad-
di of northwest India: cultural concepts 
and global influences (Anja Wagner) 
- Ritual healing and its critics (William S. 
Sax, Berit Fuhrman; Ritual Dynamics A5) 

Publications

Gabriele Alex
- Integration - eine zweiseitige Angele-

Publications and research projects

genheit. In: Elisabeth Tauber (ed.), Sinti 
und Roma - eine Spurensuche. Arunda 
67 Löwenzahn, 2005.
- Sex and the Body. Ethnologische Per-
spektiven zu Sexualität, Körper und 
Geschlecht. Ed. with S. Klocke-Daffa. 
Transcript Verlag: Bielefeld, 2005.
- Work or education: ChildrenÙs everyday 
life in rural Tamil Nadu. In: D. Behera 
(ed.), Childhoods in South Asia. Pearson 
Education India: Delhi, 2006.

Christiane Brosius
- Mumbai, Delhi, Kolkata. Annäherun-
gen an Megastädte in Indien. Ed. with 
Ravi Ahuja. Heidelberg: Draupadi Ver-
lag, 2006.
- Masala.de. Menschen aus Südasien in 
Deutschland. Ed. with Urmila Goel. Hei-
delberg: Draupadi Verlag, 2006.
- ÚMasala.de oder die Frage nach kalei-
doskopischen Identitäten. Einleitende 
Bemerkungen.Û In: Christiane Brosius 
and Urmila Goel (eds.), Masala.de. Men-
schen aus Südasien in Deutschland. Hei-
delberg: Draupadi Verlag, 2006: 1-9.
- ÚHappy Ends und andere Krisen: Hei-
mat und Familienglück im Spiegel Bol-
lywoods.Û Brosius and Goel, a.a.O.: 62-
89.
- ÚIkarus oder Tiger auf dem Sprung? 
Epilog zur indischen Megastadt.Û In: 
Christiane Brosius and Ravi Ahuja (eds.), 
Mumbai, Delhi, Kolkata. Annäherungen 
an Megastädte in Indien. Heidelberg: 
Draupadi Verlag, 2006: 299-308.
- ÚFilmen in Gottes Namen: Mission-
arische Visionen und Ritualisierungen 
in Melanesien.Û In: Ursula Rao (ed.). 
Kulturelle VerWandlungen. Die Gestal-
tung sozialer Welten in der Performanz. 
Frankfurt am Main: Peter Lang, 2005: 
151-181.
- Empowering Visions. The Politics of 
Representation in Hindu Nationalism. 
London: Anthem Press, 2005.

Hans-Martin Kunz
- ÚSchauspiele, Schaubühnen, Schau-
plätze. ØJatraÙ und populäres Theater in 
Kalkutta.Û In: Christiane Brosius and 
Ravi Ahuja (eds.), Mumbai, Delhi, Kol-
kata. Annäherungen an Megastädte in 
Indien. Heidelberg: Draupadi Verlag, 
2006: 283-298.
- Mahasweta Devi. Indische Schriftstel-
lerin und Menschenrechtlerin. Heidel-

berg: Draupadi Verlag, 2006.
- Mahasweta Devi 2005. Aufstand im 
Munda-Land“, Bad Honnef: Horlemann 
(ed. in cooperation with Heidelberger 
Südasiengruppe).
- Mahasweta Devi: ÚDas Mädchen 
Warum Warum.Û (translated and ed-
ited by Hans-Martin Kunz). Heidelberg: 
Draupadi Verlag, 2006.

Karin Polit
- ÚThe Effects of Inequality and Relative 
Marginality on the Well-being of Low 
Caste People in Central Uttaranchal.Û 
Anthropology and Medicine 12(3): 225-
237.
- (with O. Razum and N.N. Sahin-Hodo-
glugil) ÚHealth, Wealth or Family Ties? 
Why Turkish Work Migrants Return 
from Germany.Û Journal of Ethnic and 
Migration Studies 31(4): 719-739.

William S. Sax
- (with Stefan Ecks) ÚIntroduction.Û In: 
Stefan Ecks and William S. Sax (eds.), 
The Ills of Marginality: new perspectives 
on subaltern health. Special Issue of An-
thropology and Medicine, Nov. 2005.
- ÚA Divine Identity-Crisis.Û  In: Klaus-
Peter Köpping, Bernhard Leistle and Mi-
chael Rudolph (eds.), Ritual and Iden-
tity: Performative Practices as Effective 
Transformations of Social Reality? Ham-
burg / Münster / London: LIT, 2006.
- ÚAt the Borders of Morality: Rituals 
of Aggression.Û  In: Henrik Jungaberle,  
Rolf Verres and Fletcher DuBois (eds.), 
Rituale erneuern: Ritualdynamik und 
Grenzerfahrung aus interdisziplinärer 
Perspektive. Gießen: Psychosozial Ver-
lag, 2006.
- ÚAgency.Û In: Jens Kreinath, Jan Snoek 
and Michael Stausberg (eds.), Theorizing 
Rituals: Classical Topics, Theoretical 
Approaches, Analytical Concepts, Anno-
tated Bibliography. Leiden: Brill, 2006.

Classical Indology

Projects

- Jainism in Karnataka: history, architec-
ture and religion (Julia Hegewald with P. 
Pinto, S. Scholz, J. Lauer)
- Jaina temple architecture in South Asia: 
the development of a distinct language in 
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space and ritual (Julia Hegewald)
- Water architecture in South Asia: a 
study of types, developments and mean-
ings (Julia Hegewald)
- Jainism in Madhya Pradesh: sculptural 
records in Vidisha (Julia Hegewald, The 
Vidisha Research Project, international 
research group)
- Initiation, priestly ordination, temple 
festivals - ritual traditions in the south 
Indian temple city of Kancipuram (Ute 
Hüsken, Ritual Dynamics A3)
- Life-cycle rituals in Nepal (Axel Mi-
chaels, with N. Gutschow, Chr. Emmrich, 
N. Sharma and Chr. Zotter; Ritual 

Dynamics A2)
- The price of impurity: The Dharmàd-
hikàrin in the legal tradition of Nepal 
(Axel Michaels)
- Editio princeps of the so-called Wright 
chronicle (Axel Michaels)

Publications

Niels Gutschow
- Benares - The Sacred Landscape of Va-
ranasi, Stuttgart/London: Edition Axel 
Menges.
- (with Christian Bau) ShivaÙs Places. 
Lingas and Rituals in Benares. Photo-

graphs Stanislaw Klimek (with DVD 
ØShivaÙs PlacesÙ), Verlag Peter Hess.
- ÚPanoramas of Banaras.Û In: Martin 
Gaenszle and Jörg Gengnagel (eds.), 
Visualizing Space in Banaras: Images, 
Maps, and the Practice of Representa-
tion. Wiesbaden: Harrassowitz: 191-
211.

Julia A.B. Hegewald
- ÚRepresentations of the JinaÙs Birth and 
Enlightenment in Jaina Art, Architec-
ture and Ritual.Û In: U. Franke-Vogt and 
J. Weisshaar (eds.), South Asian Archae-
ology 2003. Forschung zur Archäologie 

The interdisciplinary Vàràõasã Research 
Project was carried out during the years 
2000 to 2002 at the SAI and funded by 
the DFG. We would like to announce 
two publications linked to the activities 
of this research group. 

Niels GutschowÙs monumental work 
Benares - The Sacred Landscape of 
Vàràõasã (Edition Axel Menges 2006) 
leads on its roughly 500 pages with 
more than 700 illustrations through 
a sacred landscape that seems almost 
overloaded with imprints of meaning. 

Visualizing Banaras: Publications of the Vàràõasã Research Project

The book is not confined to a scholarly 
presentation of pilgrimages and docu-
mentation of their routes. By its visually 
compelling photographs it opens up a 
new view on sacred objects like liïgas 
as the objects of worship and reveals the 
aesthetic dimension of ritual acts. 

The conference volume Visualizing 
Space in Banaras - Images, Maps, and 
the Practice of Representation edited 
by Martin Gaenszle and Jörg Gengnagel 
(Harrassowitz Verlag 2006) looks at lo-
cal as well as exogenous constructions 

of the rich topography of Banaras. It 
deals with the multiple ways this urban 
site is visualized, imagined, and cultur-
ally represented by different actors and 
groups. The forms of visualizations 
include buildings, paintings, drawings, 
panoramas, photographs, traditional 
and modern maps, as well as verbal and 
mental images. 

Jörg Gengnagel
joerg.gengnagel@urz.uni-heidelberg.de

Panorama of Banaras (second half of 19th century). Museum der Kulturen, Basel, IIa 9939.
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Außereuropäischer Kulturen. Vol. 1 
(DAI), Aachen:  Linden Soft, 2005: 491-
499.
- ÚGhats and Riverside Palaces.Û In: 
George Michell and Rana P. B. Singh 
(eds.), Banaras: The City Revealed. 
Màrg Vol. 57, no. 2, Mumbai: Màrg Pub-
lications, 2005: 66-77.
- ÚFrom øiva to Pàr÷vanàtha: The Ap-
propriation of a Hindu Temple for Jaina 
Worship.Û In: Catherine Jarrige and Vin-
cent LefŠvre (eds.), South Asian Archae-
ology 2001 Vol. 1. Paris: adpf, Editions 
Recherches sur les Civilisations, 2006: 
517-523.
- ÚArchitectural, Sculptural and Religious 
Change: A New Interpretation of the Jai-
na Temples at Khajuraho.Û In: Studies in 
Jaina History and Culture: Disputes and 
Dialogues. Jaina Studies Series Vol. 1, 
P. Flügel (series ed.), Routledge, Lon-
don, 2005: 399-416.

Ute Hüsken
- Words and Deeds. Hindu and Bud-
dhist Rituals in South Asia. Ed. with 
J. Gengnagel and S. Raman-Müller. 
Ethno-Indology. Heidelberg Studies 
in South Asian Rituals 1. Wiesbaden: 
Harrassowitz, 2005.
- ÚSa�skàras in Theory and Practice: A 
South Indian Case.Û In: Jörg Gengnagel, 
Ute Hüsken and Srilata Raman-Mül-
ler (eds.), Words and Deeds. Hindu and 
Buddhist Rituals in South Asia. Ethno-
Indology. Heidelberg Studies in South 
Asian Rituals 1. Wiesbaden: Harrassow-
itz, 2005: 153-198. 
- ÚPreface.Û In: Jörg Gengnagel, Ute 
Hüsken and Srilata Raman-Müller (eds.), 
Words and Deeds. Hindu and Buddhist 
Rituals in South Asia. Ethno-Indology. 
Heidelberg Studies in South Asian Ritu-
als 1. Wiesbaden: Harrassowitz, 2005:  

15-22.
- Entries ÚRamanujaÛ, ÚVisnuÛ, ÚVis-
nuismusÛ. In: Hans Dieter Betz, Don S. 
Browning, Bernd Janowski and Eberhard 
Jüngel (eds.), Religion in Geschichte und 
Gegenwart, Tübingen.

Axel Michaels
- The Price of Purity: The Religious 
Judge in 19th Century Nepal. Contain-
ing the Edition and Translation of the 
Chapters on the Dharmàdhikàrin in Two 
(Mulukã) Ains. Torino: CESMEO, 2005 
[published 2006]  (Comitato ØCorpus Ju-
ris Sancriticum et fontes iuris Asiae Me-
ridianae et CentralisÙ; vol. 6).
- Der Hinduismus. Geschichte und Ge-
genwart. München: C.H. Beck Verlag, 
new edition 2006 (first edition: 1998).
- (with Ulrich Luz) Encountering Jesus 
& Buddha: Their Lives and Teachings. 
Translated by Linda M. Maloney. Min-
neapolis: Fortress, 2006; Russ. Transl.: 
Moskau: St. AndrewÙs Biblical Theo-
logical College, 2005.
- (ed. with Chr. Auffarth and H.G. Kip-
penberg) Wörterbuch der Religionen. 
Stuttgart: Kröner Verlag, 2006.
- (ed. with Jan Assmann and Franz Ma-
ciejewski) Der Abschied von den Toten. 
Trauerrituale im Kulturvergleich. Göt-
tingen: Wallstein, 2005.
- ÚReligionen ohne Gottesfurcht? Angst-
bewältigung im Religionsvergleich.Û 
In: J.  Baldewien and H. E. Loos (eds.), 
ØAngst essen Seele aufÙ - vom Umgang 
mit den Ängsten. Karlsruhe: Evange-
lische Akademie Baden, 2006: 44-68 
(Bad Herrenalber Forum; Bd. 46).
-  ÚDie Herrin des Verborgenen: Ver-
wandlung und Identität im hinduistischen 
Pantheon.Û In: A. and J. Assmann (eds.), 
Verwandlungen. München: Fink, 2006: 
95-110 (Archäologie der literarischen 

Kommunikation IX).
- ÚRituelle Klangräume.Û In: A. Lan-
dau and C. Emmenegger (eds.), Musik 
und Raum: Dimensionen im Gespräch, 
Zürich: Chronos, 2005: 33-44.
- ÚBetween Similarity and Contrast: The 
Function of Comparisons in Interreli-
gious Debates.Û In: S. Das and E. Für-
linger (eds.), Sàmarasya: Studies in In-
dian Arts, Philosophy and Interreligious 
Dialogue (Festschrift Bettina Bäumer). 
New Delhi: D.K. Printworld, 2005: 541-
556.
- ÚTrauer und rituelle Trauer.Û In: A. 
Michaels, J. Assmann and F. Maciejew-
ski (eds.), Der Abschied von den Toten. 
Trauerrituale im Kulturvergleich. Göt-
tingen: Wallstein, 2005: 7-15.
- ÚMapping the Religious and Religious 
Maps: Aspects of Transcendence and 
Translocality in Two Maps of Varanas.Û 
In: Martin Gaenszle and Jörg Gengnagel 
(eds.), Visualizing Space in Banaras: 
Images, Maps, and the Practice of Rep-
resentation. Wiesbaden: Harrassowitz: 
131-143.

Development Economics

Projects

- Child labour, education and economic 
growth (Clive Bell)
- Economic growth and premature adult 
mortality: the long-run economics of 
AIDS (Clive Bell)
- Long-term movements in rural output 
and income distribution in India (Clive 
Bell and Stefan Klonner)
- Child labor, fertility and economic 
growth (Ramona Bruhns)
- Economic effects of HIV/Aids (Anasta-
sios Koukoumelis)

Ethno-Indology. Heidelberg Studies in South Asian Rituals
New Series, edited by Axel Michaels. Wiesbaden: Harrassowitz Verlag (www.harrassowitz.de)

Vol. 1:   Jörg Gengnagel, Ute Hüsken, Srilata Raman (eds.), Words and Deeds - Hindu and Buddhist Rituals in South 
  Asia, 2005
Vol. 2:   Alexis Sanderson, Religion and the State: Initiating the Monarch in Shaivism and the Buddhist Way of 
  Mantras (forthcoming)
Vol. 3:   Niels Gutschow, Axel Michaels (with Christian Bau, Johanna Buss and Nutan Sharma), Handling 
  Death - The Dynamics of Death Rituals and Ancestor Rituals Among the Newars of Bhaktapur, Nepal, 2005
  (includes a film on DVD).
Vol. 4:   Martin Gaenszle, Jörg Gengnagel (eds.): Visualizing Space in Banaras: Images, Maps, and the Practice of 
  Representation, 2006.
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Reports

- AIDS, economic growth and public fi-
nance in South Africa (Dagmar Völker)
- Strategic lending in rural credit  
markets (Clive Bell)
- Industrial sickness in India (Rahel 
Falk)
- Dealing with natural shocks in a nomad-
ic economy: the case of winter droughts 
in Mongolia (Natsagdorj Enkhjargal)
- Measures to improve the access of the 
least developed countries to the markets 
of the European Union and the USA and 
their developmental impact (Sona Syko-
rova)

Publications

Clive Bell and Stefan Klonner
- ÚInequality and Economic Performance 
in Rural India since 1955.Û Agricultural 
Economics 33(1), 2005: 29-40.

Clive Bell and C. Fink
- ÚAide et Sant‚.Û Revue dÙ‚conomie 
du d‚veloppement, 2(Septembre 2005): 
135-166.

Clive Bell and G. Clemenz
- ÚThe Desire for Land: Strategic Lend-
ing with Adverse Selection.Û Journal of 
Development Economics 79(2006)1: 1-
25.
 

Geography

Projects

- Community-based resource use and 
conflict transformation in the Eastern 
Province, Sri Lanka: The case of lagoon 
fisheries (Hartmut Fünfgeld)
- Remittances and international labour 
migration from Nepal (Elvira Graner, 
in cooperation with David Seddon (Uni-
versity of East Anglia, GB) and Ganesh 
Gurung (Nepal Institute of Development 
Studies, Kathmandu))
- Varanasi as imagined Waterscapes: ex-
ploring the social spatiality of everyday 
water use (Stephen Lemcke)
- Poverty and health in the urban region 
of Colombo - Investigating the role of 
social capital (Christiane Noe)
- Drought stress in tropical rain forests of 
Asia caused by ENSO-droughts (Wolf-
gang Werner)

Publications

Elvira Graner
- ÚManjushree Thapa. Forget Kathman-
du.Û European Bulletin of Himalayan 
Research 28, 2005, 113-115.
- ÚKartoffeln und Nepalis. Subsistenz-
Ökonomie und internationale Migration 
aus Nepal.Û Nepal Informationen 95, 
2005, 27-30.

Arnd Holdschlag
- (with Fazlur-Rahman) Hazards im Ho-
hen Hindu Kush: Leben mit Naturge-
fahren in Chitral (Pakistan). 2006. http://
www.ub.uni-heidelberg.de/archiv/6370
- Ø... a curious and intricate ethnological 
puzzleÙ: Diversität und rezente interkul-
turelle Interaktionsprozesse im Hochge-
birge Nordwestpakistans. 2006. http://
www.ub.uni-heidelberg.de/archiv/6369

Wolfgang L. Werner
- ÚCoastal vegetation and coral reefs as 
protection against destructive waves in 
tropical Asia.Û Geographische Rund-
schau 2(1), 2006: 10-15.

History

Projects

- ÚRevisiting the colonial archiveÛ: 
Evaluation of the ÚBoardÙs CollectionÛ, 
1784-1858 (Gita Dharampal-Frick)
- South Asian Modernity (SAM). A 
network of historical and contemporary 
studies (Gita Dharampal-Frick)
- Alexander Walker (1764-1831) on In-
dia (Gita Dharampal-Frick)
- The Indian Ocean and the Úlabour ques-
tionÛ: The regulation of South Asian mar-
itime labour, 1918-1960 (Ravi Ahuja)
- Routes and interests. Circulation, ØPub-
lic WorksÙ and social space in colonial 
Orissa, c. 1780-1914 (Ravi Ahuja)
- Therapy and time (Georg Berkemer)
- Transfer of rituals from South Asia to 
the West from the late nineteenth into the 
twentieth century (Frank Neubert)

Publications

Ravi Ahuja 
- ÚDie ØLenksamkeitÙ des ØLascarsÙ. 
Regulierungsszenarien eines transterrito-
rialen Arbeitsmarktes in der ersten Hälfte 
des 20. Jahrhunderts.Û Geschichte und 

Gesellschaft 31(3), (2005) 323-353.
- Neuere Literatur zum Indischen Ozean - 
eine kritische Würdigung (review article; 
joint authorship with Katrin Bromber, 
Jan-Georg Deutsch, Margret Frenz, Pat-
rick Krajewski and Brigitte Reinwald), 
Periplus 2005, 141-172.
- Mumbai - Delhi - Kolkata. Annäher-
ungen an die Megastädte Indiens. Ed-
ited with Christiane Brosius. Heidelberg: 
Draupadi, 2006.
- ÚDas Dickicht indischer Megastädte. 
Eine Annäherung.Û In: ibid., 7-15.

Gita Dharampal-Frick
- (with Pawan Gupta and Anuradha 
Joshi) Quintessential Gandhi. Chennai: 
Samanvaya, 2005.

Frank Neubert
- Charisma und soziale Dynamik. Reli-
gionswissenschaftliche Untersuchungen 
am Beispiel von Sri Ramakrishna und Sva-
mi Vivekananda. Aachen: Shaker, 2005. 
- ÚBrahmo Samaj.Û In: Metzler Enzyk-
lopädie der Neuzeit, Bd. 2, Stuttgart: J.B. 
Metzler 2005, 383-384.

Dietmar Rothermund
- Globalisierung und Globalgeschichte. 
Ed. with Margarete Grandner and Wolf-
gang Schwentker. Wien: Mandelbaum 
2005.
- ÚGlobalgeschichte und Geschichte der 
Globalisierung.Û In: M. Grandner, D. Ro-
thermund, W. Schwentker (eds.), op.cit. 
- ÚGandhi und Nehru: Kontrastierende 
Visionen Indiens.Û Geschichte und Ge-
sellschaft. Zeitschrift für Historische So-
zialwissenschaft 31(3), 2005: 354-372.
- ÚConstitutions et D‚colonisation.Û 
DiogŠne 212, 2005, 9-21.
- ÚThe Industrialization of India: Technol-
ogy and Production.Û In: Binay Bhushan 
Chaudhuri (ed.), Economic History of 
India from Eighteenth to Twentieth Cen-
tury. New Delhi: Centre for Studies in 
Civilizations 2005 (History of Science 
and Culture in Indian Civilization, Vol. 
8, Part 3).
- Geschichte Indiens. Vom Mittelalter bis 
zur Gegenwart. München: Beck, 2006 
(Second Revised Edition).
- The Routledge Companion to Decoloni-
zation. London: Routledge, 2006.



22

Reports

International Economics

Projects

- Foreign direct investment, optimisation 
of business location and multilateral in-
vestment agreement, with empirical re-
search on Southeast Asia and India (Paul 
Brandeis)
- Environmental policies and their trans-
mission by international trade (with a 
case study of India) (Frithjof Kilp)
- Competitiveness of cooperative finan-
cial systems: the case of Vietnam (Dong 
Phuong Pham)
- Economic structures, financial systems, 
and development (Germany, USA, Tai-
wan) (Marco Veselka)
- An international comparison of fiscal 
federalism (Germany, Malaysia) (Isabel 
Werle)
- The transformation of agricultural co-
operatives, self-help-organizations, and 
rural finance systems in Vietnam (Axel 
Wolz)
- Coordination of national competition 
policies (with a case study of the EU) 
(Zuzana Zdeneková)
- Local bodies finance: India, Pakistan, 
Bangladesh (Wolfgang-Peter Zingel)

Publications

Oskar Gans
- ÚEconomic Assessment of Pen-
sion Systems Based on the Human 
Capital Approach: The Outlook for 
Reform in Chile and Malaysia.Û In: 
H. Ahrens (ed.), Development Co-
operation - Evaluation and New Ap-
proaches. Berlin 2005: 111-132.   

Markus Loewe   
- Soziale Sicherung und informeller Sek-
tor - Stand der theoretischen Diskussion 
und kritische Analyse der Situation in 
den arabischen Ländern unter besonder-
er Berücksichtigung des Kleinstversiche-
rungsansatzes. Heidelberg 2005. http://
www.ub.uni-heidelberg.de/archiv/5661

Marco Veselka
- ÚUnternehmertum, Wettbewerbsfähig-
keit und technischer Fortschritt: Die 
Rolle des Mittelstands im Entwicklungs-
prozess Taiwans.Û In: U. Blum and 
J. Strabatty (eds.), Globale Wirtschaft - 
nationale Verantwortung: Wege aus dem 
Druckkessel. Köln 2005, Veröffentli-
chungen der Hanns Martin Schleyer-

Stiftung, Band 67, 218-226.
- TaiwanÙs Economic Development: The 
Role of Small and Medium-sized Enter-
prises beyond the Statistics. Conference 
paper. Second Conference of the Euro-
pean Association of Taiwan Studies, co-
organized by the Taiwan Rsearch Unit of 
Ruhr-University Bochum and the Taiwan 
Studies Programme of London School of 
Oriental and African Studies (SOAS), 
Bochum 2005. http://www.ub.uni-hei-
delberg.de/archiv/5438
 
Wolfgang-Peter Zingel
- ÚFood security in South Asia.Û In: Eck-
art Ehlers, Thomas Krafft (eds.), Earth 
system science in the anthroposcene: 
emerging issues and problems. Heidel-
berg: Springer, 2006: 229-245.
- (with Friederike Bellin-Sesay) ÚFood 
and nutrition security in Southeast Asia.Û 
In: Uwe Kracht and Manfred Schulz 
(eds.), Food and nutrition security in the 
process of globalization and urbaniza-
tion. Münster: Lit, 2005: 148-162.
- ÚDie Reform der Gemeindefinanzen in 
Indien und Pakistan.Û In: Günter Schuch-
er and Christian Wagner (eds.), Indien 
2005: Politik, Wirtschaft, Gesellschaft. 
Hamburg: Institut für Asienkunde, 2005: 
263-280.
- (with Dagmar Hellmann-Rajanaya-
gam) ÚWirtschaft und Gesellschaft.Û In: 
Dagmar Hellmann-Rajanayagam and Ju-
dith Welkmann (eds.), Friede, Flut und 
Ferienziel. Umkämpfter Wiederaufbau 
- Sri Lanka nach dem Tsunami. Focus 
Asien. Schriftenreihe des Asienhauses. 
Essen: Asienhaus, 2005: 7-11.
- ÚDie wirtschaftliche Dimension von 
Menschenrechten und guter Regier-
barkeit in Bangladesch.Û In: Arbeitskreis 
Bangladesch in Niedersachsen (ed.), 
Bangladesch. Menschenrechte im Part-
nerland - Bangladesh Human rights in a 
partner country. Hannover: IIK-Verlag, 
2004: 45-54.
- ÚWirtschaftliche Entwicklung in 
Pakistan: Welche Rolle spielen Trans-
ferzahlungen?Û Entwicklung und Länd-
licher Raum. Zeitschrift für Fach- und 
Führungskräfte, die im Rahmen der in-
ternationalen Zusammenarbeit für den 
ländlichen Raum tätig sind. Frankfurt: 
DLG-Verlag. 5/2005: 23-25.
- ÚDie wirtschaftlichen Folgen des Tsu-
nami für die Länder Südasiens.Û Süd-
asien. 24(2004)4: 4-7.

Modern South Asian Studies 
(Languages and Literatures)

Projects

- Court ritual in the Jaipur state (18th 
century to 1949) (Monika Boehm-Tettel-
bach, Jörg Gengnagel)
- The Heidelberg Hindi Database (Moni-
ka Boehm-Tettelbach, Claus Peter Zoller) 
- Critical edition and annotated transla-
tion of the classical Tamil text Ainkurun-
uru (Thomas Lehmann) (within project 
ÚRe-edition and annotated translation of 
the Cankam literature of classical TamilÛ 
at the Ecole Francaise dÙExtrème-Orient, 
Pondicherry)
- Introduction to the history of Tamil 
poetics with special emphasis on porul-
ilakkanam or the thematic structure of 
poetry (Thomas Lehmann)
- The notion of ÚgoodÛ literature in Hin-
di. Literary criticism of the post-indepen-
dence era (after 1947) (Anuradha Bhalla) 

Publications

Jörg Gengnagel
- (ed. with Martin Gaenszle) Visualizing 
Space in Banaras: Images, Maps, and 
the Practice of Representation. Wies-
baden: Harrassowitz 2006 (Ethno-Indol-
ogy. Heidelberg Studies in South Asian 
Rituals 4).
- ÚMaps and Processions in Banaras: The 
Debate Concerning the Pa¤cakro÷¡yàtrà.Û 
In: Gaenszle, Martin & J. Gengnagel 
(eds.),  Visualizing Space in Banaras: 
Images, Maps, and the Practice of Rep-
resentation. Wiesbaden: Harrassowitz 
2006: 145-163 (Ethno-Indology. Heidel-
berg Studies in South Asian Rituals 4).

Christina Oesterheld
- ÚUrdu Literature in Pakistan: A Site for 
Alternative Visions and Dissent.Û Annual 
of Urdu Studies 20 (2005): 79-98.
- ÚBombay: Literarische Bilder einer 
Großstadt.Û In: Ravi Ahuja and Christiane 
Brosius (eds.), Mumbai - Delhi - Kol-
kata. Annäherungen an die Megastädte 
Indiens. Heidelberg: Draupadi Verlag, 
81-98.
- ÚVisions and values: Some recent Urdu 
novels.Û In: Troubled Times. Sustainable 
Development and Governance in the Age 
of Extremes. Islamabad: SDPI/Sama, 
2006: 619-629.
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Reports

13.01.2005 Ritualisierte Staatlichkeit: 
Die ØDelhi DarbarsÙ 1876-1912 (Michael 
Mann)

28.04.2005 Nautsch-Mädchen. Photog-
raphische Dokumente zur Ikonographie 
und Geschichte der hochgeschätzten 
Prostituierten in Britisch-Indien (Joachim 
Bautze)

02.06.2005 The politics of ØsacredÙ and 
ØsecularÙ gifting in late colonial India 
(Malavika Kasturi)

09.06.2005 Populäres Hindisprachiges 
Kino Indiens der 1990er Jahre vs. New 
Bollywood. Exemplarische Filmanalyse 
von Dil Chahta Hai (Akhtar, 2001), Jhan-
kar Beats (Ghosh, 2003) und JoggerÙs 
Park (Balani, 2003).(Katja Schulze)

23.06.2005 The sari and modernity (Mu-
kulika Banerjee)

07.07.2005 Pedagogy and citizenship in 
contemporary society (Meenakshi Tha-
pan)

12.7.2005 The dialectic between anti-
colonialism and red orientalism within 
German communism of the 1920s (Kris 
Manjapra)

03.11.2005 Moderne Indische Mit-
tel-klasse: Elite oder Mittellohnklasse? 
(Divyaraj Amiya)

10.11.2005 German voices from British 
India: officers of the Hanoverian regi-
ments (Chen Tzoref-Ashkenazi)

14.11.2005 Ritual enactments in a Hindi 
ÚmythologicalÛ: BetabÙs Mahabharat in 
the Parsi theatre (Kathryn Hansen)

24.11.2005 How far can China continue 
with the current economic boom? (Hui-
fang Qiu, Huazhong University of Sci-
ence and Technology, Wuhan)

5.12.2005. Situation and prospects of 
Dalits in the era of globalisation (Bhal-
chandra Mungekar)

08.12.2005 Negotiating the customary: 
The moral economy of protest in the co-

lonial British Indian tea plantations of 
Assam, 1880-1920. (Nitin Varma)

10.1.2006 The Indian girl at risk: caught 
between individual rationality and public 
good (Tulsi Patel)

24.1.2006 Vrindavan - New York und 
zurück: Überlegungen zum Transfer 
von Ritualen am Beispiel von ISKCON. 
(Frank Neubert)

18.5.2006 The life and poetry of Bhupi 
Sherchan (Michael Hutt)

18.5.2006 Moderne indische Literatur 
und das Problem der Authentizität (Hans 
Harder)

18.5.2006 Die Glocken von Goludev: 
Ritual und Erzählung aus der Perspektive 
nordindischer Volksreligion (Aditya Ma-
lik)

18.5.2006 Das Dorf - Herz und Seele 
Indiens? Ein Schauplatz der modernen 
Hindiliteratur im Wandel der Zeit (Ul-
rike Stark)

Recent lectures

Political Science

Projects

- Citizenship and identity in India (Sub-
rata K. Mitra, Siegfried Wolf)
- Federalism in India (Subrata K. Mitra)
- The Emergency and its aftermath 
(Malte Pehl)
- NehruÙs China policy (Jivanta Schöttli)

Publications

Karl-Heinz Krämer
- Nepal - Lagebericht. Bern: SFH, 2005.

Subrata K. Mitra
- The Puzzle of IndiaÙs Governance. Cul-
ture, Context and Comparative Theory. 
London et al.: Routledge, 2006.
- ÚThe NDA and the politics of Øminori-
tiesÙ in India.Û In Katharine Adeney and 
Lawrence Saez (eds.), Coalition politics 
and Hindu nationalism. London et al.: 
Routledge, 2005: 77-96.
- ÚElections and the Negotiation of Eth-
nic Conflict: An American Science of 

Upcoming events

20-21 July 2006, SAI Heidelberg
Conference ÚInterpreting early Indian 
historyÛ, initiated by the Department 
of History in cooperation with Her-
mann Kulke (Kiel), the Indian Em-
bassy and the National Book Trust

20-22 July 2006, SAI Heidelberg
Workshop ÚBetween popular culture 
and state ideology: Urdu literature and 
Urdu media in present-day PakistanÛ

11-14 October 2006, Max Mueller 
Bhavan New Delhi
International Symposium ÚChange 
and Stability in RitualsÛ

27-28 October 2006, SAI Heidelberg
Conference ÚThe exchange of ideas 
and cultures between South Asia and 
Central EuropeÛ (Joint venture SAI - 
Harvard)

Indian Politics?Û India Review 4(3-4), 
July - October 2005: 326-343.
- ÚState-Society Linkage in an Era of 
Globalization: The Case of India.Û In: 
Andrea Römmele et al. (eds.), Political 
Parties And Political Systems: The Con-
cept Of Linkage Revisited. Westport, CT: 
Praeger, 2005: 125-144.

Malte Pehl
- ÚDas regionale Gesicht der Nation: 
Kleine Parteien und Koalitionspolitik in 
der Indischen Union seit 1998.Û ASIEN 
97 (October 2005): 51-71.

Siegfried O. Wolf
- ÚSavarkar - ØVolksfeindÙ oder National-
held? Dokumentation einer Debatte über 
das Selbstverständnis der indischen Na-
tion.Û In: Schucher, Günter and Wagner, 
Christian (eds.), INDIEN 2005. Ham-
burg: Institut für Asienkunde, 2005: 315-
336.




