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ON SOME EARLY REFERENCES TO THE KAUTILIYA
ARTHASASTRA.

BY
J. Jorry, Pr.D., M.D., D.C.L. (Ox0N.),

Professor of Sanskrit, University of Wﬁrzburg, Tagore Law
Professor (1883), University of Caleutta.

The antiquity of that unique composition, the Kautiliya
Arthasastra, which has thrown such a flood of new light
on the ancient political institutions of India, is abundantly
proved by the numerous quotations given from it in standard
Sanskrit texts. Thus a large number of quotations from,
and express references or parallel passages to, the K. 4.,
has been collected by Mr. R. Shamasastry, in the preface
to his excellént translation, from Xamandaka's Nitisara,
Dandin’s Dasakumarcarita, Bana’s Kadambari, Vatsayana’s
Kamasutra, Kalidasa’s Sakwntald, Somadevasari’s Niti-
vakyamyta, Varahamihira’s Brhatsamhita, and other well-known
works. In support of Mr. Shamasastry’s statements, I beg
to subjoin some passages from the early Sanskrit commen-
taries on the Code of Manu, Medhatithi’'s Manubhasya
especially, which according to Dr. Bihler, was written in
the ninth century A. D. The passages are taken from Rao
Saheb Mandalik’s edition of the Manava Dharmasastra with
seven commentaries, published in three volumes at Bombay

(1886).
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Medh, on M., VII, 52.

e o o qa

AN, g NG A

frawtfn,  wfgfagen  wafyg
A MATCEIRT G0
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K. 4., VIII, 8.
QIAEEY WA Hqag-
RATARNTE UaE AT
FamamraafaastT gfi-
JTARY w=F $fd 0 (p- 328, Isted.)

327, st ed.)

. The . whole disquisition on the four-fold vices of a king,
and the relative nature of the evils caused by them, is
common to both works, though the arrangement differs.

‘Medh. on M., VII, 54.
mfefam:  agATRTATEgRS-
FRANTAHINAY AT |
AT §9 @l Q€931 w9
w4 wad <fq | waTmTE watg-
% | gfErSEmgt qwfy
QT A HRAARTAGYSA T TS~
AT Waw FTRIAT . FTGHTHI-
qrafd wETETH AT |
TEWPAT T@  Hf9QQuT: HE1R-
Wiy @eeAAETE TS

K. 4,1, 10.
s aRaTaISATIEa -
FTARIATY T Wﬁwn
¥ gt quUagERREAATT-
S9AA... ... GAATRAZIGA WE AT
ddfa | waT@@ sfafia W@t
T | ufETEr gt
gL TAGET ARTHIE-
AGwEUSG | CewiEE @l
T niaffa wnaeT | @
sufafaaaRiETE:  HIATET-
AETEay l..... . q@TET_ gEifd
HWITHT |
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M edhatithi seems to have mixed up the witgyr with the
sgigyr.  On the other band, his reading =rHarfufam: is
better than =xafadq in the K. 4., as the dismissal of the

Purohita is meant as a stratagem for the purpose of testing

the honesty of the ministers.
Medh. on M., VII, 104.
FERIATITRE:  TETHTAL-
faarnat we: marfaaagasa
TGS Saa: agaarea;
TR IR AEATA R T T
7d Glsadda TR |
Fafagd dud  amAmRIEWl
zfiEa: o watfysren ¥vdig-
TifaTd TETfeRaE: | aicat
Feal |EATES IAIAEI: |
HHHHTE: ST AW
grefast TRATEGE TEIATG-
@I |
Medh. on M., VII, 147.
HEFH  FAUATTHIIE:
gRueHETq  IuEE e &
FrutauaaT sETHRRE |
Medh. on M., VII, 149.
fedwiforg @ wRTRETEAS
= firefra narERAISY |
Medh. on M., VII, 152,

74 ¥ gt SeEsaTueEa

K. 4,1, 14,

W, gaaiea: nanTiaTeE:
wIgATEIRGE: SRl wa-

faaaygRfa g oo g
AYTEAIE:... ... T AR
FeaEaT:...... 54 i

s isaTae: #al Fg=a-
framarafa gaam | Ww-
Wl .. eSS -
wfyan  wfya @i
wge =fa ATfn |

K. 4., 1,15,
FAWATRNATT:  GREETHTY
Fwwefen  ffganaET
sRfaRiE oI a= |
K. A4,1,15.
gaaiafy  w@=, fm
Wit Rt |
K. 4, 1,17
a4 & g9 Fw gATASIAAIG-
fewd anergufa) wawd @
gfedgged  au=EIUENHal-
fosrenfa |
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Medh. on M, VII., 153.
FETRCE A (R AT B Al
=R ufafq | qa wfEafa-
nwi 39 yRa@=mieE 399 )
qEel ¥ war weEal A
TR, SYRTUE g
TgREE 2R sg™ REEETn
AR Twi qew wEu e
FaEaTt A, GORA | g-
S agEauaEET  aTEeTaw-
gt afaewaq)

Medh. on M., VII, 154.
ggaT: FERERIFTREATTaTa-
SofraauEeTSAT.  OCSAS

faewq | aui @ gfwwraT-
qeaEaEAaa gaa eaEtEs
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K. 4.1, 20.
FRTE A A fagq )
e s 39
Uq | 1 wifgeinTseq | 39Nl
@A 5 war we®H s
A TETATAT §A HRIH |

afaaTRiITSaq
—gadg A"y OerEEa
WadaeETe SmETaEtEtd |
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The remainder of this chapter, up to wargay:l, is also
given by Medh., the final portion only being omitted. A
portion of Chapter XII, including some of the verses, is also
found in Medh.’s gloss on M., VII, 154.

Medh. on X., VII, 191. K 4,X,5.

THARWA-3 U ¥qui @ ¥ W4 wqui a@1 oo fagqgla
e fBgfoas: | Rmdamaa ww ) Rmdumad @@ g
4 7 ggamfaTs: 0 wfaas: 0

Medh. on M., VII, 205. K A4.,VI,2.

gAY 29 A gTegd- ZawTad ¥ @W 9% vEtE |
AN FWAIF I |

It might be objected to this, perhaps, that none of these

texts is expressly attributed to Kautilya by Medhatithi and
that, therefore, they might have been taken by him from
some other work on Polity than the Kautiliya Arthasastra.
However, the last two questions, in Medbatithi’s glosses
on M. VII, 191 and 205, profess to have been given from
a work called Samanatantra, and this is a very apposite title
for a work like the K. A., in which the phrase ¥fg &w®TH tﬁm
or Ifg qHT9H, “The same as before,” is of constant recurrence,
see eg, I,11; V,1; VII, 6; XIII, 2; XIV,1, as a con-
venient means of avoiding lengthy repetitions. Nor was
the name of, Kautilya, or Canakya, which is the same,
unknown to Medhatithi, as may be gathered from his gloss
on M., VII, 43, he refers to the sTwmrieaafaz:, “those who
“know the book composed by Canakya and other such books,”
i.e.,, works on MNifi. The second bhook or ddhyaksapracara
of the K. 4. is twice quoted by Medhatithi with that desig-
nation, in his glosses on J/.,, VII, 61 and VII, 81, and though
the texts thus quoted are not actually traceable to the
printed edition of the K. 4., there is nothing in them which
might not have occurred in that work.
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There can be no doubt, therefore, that Medhatithi wag
well acquainted with the K. 4., and the same remark applies
to some of the other standard commentators of the Code of
Manu, such as Kullaka and Govindaraja.

It may be mentioned, finally, that Sayana-Madhava
(xiv. cent.), in his celebrated work on the Philosophical
Systems of India, the Sarvadarsanasarmgraha, seems to be
referring to some such' composition as the K. 4., when he

says near the beginning of his work :—
Q

WA FIXTAARTI. . ... AR AT AR AT gwrzﬁ‘

AT, TR RIS A T A A ARGIa AT T |
“The mass of men, in accordance with the Sastras of

policy and enjoyment, considering wealth and desire the only
ends of man, and denying the existence of any object belong-
ing to a future world, are found to follow only the dictates
of Carvaka” (Cowell). Even so it is emphatically declared
in the K. 4., I, 7, that wealth alone is important, according
to Kautilya. The materialistic doctrines of Carvaka are also
mentioned with approval in the same work (I, 2).
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