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The Mogul Emperors at Kashmir :
Jehangir’s Inscriptions at Virndg. An inscription
on the Dadl Lake.

(Read on 17th July 1917).

I

I had the pleasure of visiting the interesting and beautiful
country of Kashmir for the first time in
May 1895. This visit suggested several
subjects for study. Of these, one was “ Cashmere and the
Ancient Persians,” and a Paper was read on the subject
before this Society, at its meeting of 9th December 1895.1

Introduction.

1 Journal, B. B. R. A. 8. Vol. XIX, pp. 237-48. A public lecture on ** Kashmir **
was also delivered in Gujarati on 21st January 1896, under the auspices of the Gujarati
Dnyan Prasarak Society. (Vide my Gujarati ‘‘ Dnyan Prasarak Essays’ Part I,
K). 185-203). Thomas Moore in his Lala Rookh has sung the praises of the beauty of

{ashmir, He sang:

*¢ Who has not heard of the vale of Cashmere

‘With its roses the brightest that earth ever gave

Its temple and grottos, and fountains as clear

As the love-lighted eyes that hang o’er their waves.”
The study of this poem, after the above visit, suggested the subjects
of three Readings in Gujarati; one on Thomas Moore’s poem of * The
Fire-Worshippers *’ on 1st November 1895, the second on that of his
< Loves of the Angels * on 30th October 1896, and the third on Voltaire’s
“« Les Guebres ” on 31st October 1903 (Videmy Gujarati “Episodes from
the Shah-nameh’’). The flrst subject forms an episode in Moore’s
Lala Rookh, ThomasMoore was an Irishman and the Irish question
is a very old question. In his poem of ‘ The Fire-Worshippers,”” while
picturing the noble fight of one of the flying bands of Zoroastrians after
the Arab canquest, he preaches Toleration and Freedom, and it is said,
that in preaching and praying for these for the Zoroastrians, he had at
the bottom of his heart the question of Toleration and Freedom for his
countrymen, the Irish. Thomas Moore’s *“ Fire-Worshippers >’ in the
Lala Rookh which speaks of Kashmir, reminds one of * Les Guebres *’
of Voltaire who, while describing the persecution of some Persians, is
said to have aimed at the persecution of the Christian Jansenists and
desired toleration for them.


mer
Schreibmaschinentext
Originalveröffentlichung in: Modi, Jivanji Jamshedji: Asiatic Papers, Part III. Bombay: The
British India Press, 1927. S.1-50a.


= ASTATIC! PAPERS.

In 1895, there were no good roads there. A tonga road had just
been made upto Baramula, whence the river Jhelum becomes
navigable upwards to Srinagar and further up. Since then, pretty
good roads have been made up to Srinagar and in other parts of
the country, whereon even motors run now. A railway line
is now contemplated. I remember my guide, Rahim, telling
me, during my first visit, that no sooner the whistle of a Railway
engine will be heard in Kashmir the Behesht (paradise) will fly
away from it to the higer mountains. That is quite true.
As Mr. Walter del Mar says “ . . . Now is the time to visit
Kashmir before the amenities of the Kashmir Valley are
endangered by the new railway.”’!

I had the pleasure of re-visiting Kashmir in June-July 1915.
This second visit suggested several subjects of study. One was
that of the very interesting people of the country, the Pandits.
It formed the subject of my Paper on ‘The Pandits of
Kashmir > before the Anthropological Society of Bombay® on
28th July 1915.3 ’

The present Paper has been suggested to me by some of the
Persian inscriptions which I saw in Kashmir during this second
visit. It is especially the two inscriptions at the beautiful spring
of Virnag that have suggested the subject. Itook a copy of them,
very little suspecting at the time that they have not been pub-
lished. I inquired at the time from Mr. Daya Ram Sohani, the
head of the Archaological Department of Kashmir, whether the
inscriptions were published, and I was told that they were not.
To make the matter certain, whether I was anticipated by some
one, I wrote again this year on 3rd May 1917 to Dr. D. B. Spooner
of the Arch@ological Department of the Government of India
to make inquiries if the Virnag inscriptions were published. He
kindly forwarded the matter for further inquiry to the officiating
Superintendent of Hindu and Buddhist Monuments, Lahore
Circle. By a coincidence, Mr. Daya Ram Sohani happened
to be the Superintendent, and he wrote to me in his letter
dated 22nd June 1917 : *° Ag far as I know, the inscription in
question has not been published properly at any place. Other
Persian Inscriptions from Kashmir are published in the Journal
of the Asiatic Society of Bengal Vol. XXXIII (1864) pp. 278 et

1 ‘* The Romantic East, Burma, Assam and Kashmir,” by Walter del Mar, (1906)
Preface p. VI.

2 Journal of the Anthropological Society of Bombay Vol. X, No. 6, pp. 461-85.
Vide my Anthropological Papers Part II.

3 The visit has also been the subject of 19 descriptive letters on Kashmir in: the
Jam-i Jamshed.of Bombay, beginning with two on my visit of the interesting Ixca-
vations by Sir John Marshal, the Directer of Archmlogy, Govt. of India, at the site of
the ;)ldl city of Taxala near Rawalpindi, the last Railway Station whence we start for

shmir.
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"-seq. and Proeedings of the Asiatic Society of Bengal (1880)
p.- 54.” Such being the case, I think, that I publish in our
-Journal for the first time, the Inscriptions at Virnag.

I will divide my subject under the following heads :

I. A short account of the rule and visits of Kashmir by the
Mogul Emperors.

II. The Text and the Translation of Jehangir’s Inscriptions
at Virnig, and a few observations on them.

IIT. As a supplement to the Paper I will refer to an inscrip-
tion on a tomb on the Dal Lake.

1S

I.—A SHORT ACCOUNT OF THE RULE AND VISITS OF KASHMIR
BY THE MoGguL EMPERORS.

I will, at first, give a short account of the rule and of the
visits of Kashmir by the mogul Emperors. In this account,
L will dwell, at some greater length, on the visits of Jehangir,
because we have to identify the events and dates given in his
above inscriptions, and to identify the person Haidar named
in the second inscription.

It is the hand of God that has made Kashmir naturally
beautiful, but the bhand of man has tried to

Kashmir. Its add to its beauty. In this matter, the
ﬁ‘inf"rzl h}’::‘g‘i’n Mogul Emperors of India, and among them
L’:{?fhigtoricully.y Jehangir especially, had a great hand.
Among the Mogul Emperors, it was Akbar

who first conquered Kashmir and it was Jehangir who first
.embellished it.

Geographically, Kashmir stands, as it were, in the middle of
three stages: (@) In the first stage, down below Kashmir are
the vast hot plains of Punjab, Sind and other parts of India.
(b) The second stage is Kashmir’s own, in which it, in a higher
region, forms the most beautiful of the beautiful valleys of the
world, watered by a river and a number of streams. As said by
.a French writer, ‘‘ there are few valleys more beautiful than this
part of Kashmir.’! (c) Then the third stage is that of the
higher Himalayan mountains by which it is surrounded on all
sides. On account of its position near these mountains (damén-i
Kuh) it is; as it were, the Indian Piedmont.2

In the matter of History also, she can be said to have three
periods or stages. (a) The first is that, which can be called the
pre-historical period, of which its written history, the Rajataran-

1 Nouvelle Ggographie Universelle, Vol. VIII, p. 112, 2 Ibid.
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gini gives us a little glimpse. According to Parsee books and:
some Mahomedan books of history, the early ancient Iranians.
had some relations with Kashmir as with northern India. Early
writers speak of it as a part of India. The Pahlavi Bundehesh.
speaks of Kashmir as a part of India. I have spoken before, on:
this subject, in my paper before the Society, entitled * Cashmere-
and the Ancient Persians.””! (b) Its second historical stage or
period, and that the most important period, is the one mostly des-
cribed by the Rajatarangini. During this period, we have both,
what Sir Francis Younghusband terms ‘‘ outward effort > and the-
“inward effort,” i.e., attempts on the part of foreigners to invade-
and occupy Kashmir and the attempts on the part of the Kash-
miri kings to conquer adjoining countries like Punjab, Tibet
and Badakhshan, In spite of a number of inglorious pages here-
and there, it may comparatively be called the golden or the-
glorious period of its history. (c) The last period is that which
is subsequent to this second and which extends up to now. The-
Mogul period can be said to belong to the last part of the second.
or the middle period which was a long extensive period. We-
will give a short bird’s eye view of the second period, most of
which is principally referred to by the Réjatarangini.

IIT

Sir Francis Younghusband, in his interesting and beautifully

History of Kash- illustrated book on Kashmir, while speak--
mir before the ing of its history, says:—‘“ A country of:
Moguls. such striking natural beauty must, surely,
at some period of its history, have produced a refined and noble-
people. Amid these glorious mountains, breathing their free-
and bracing air, and brightened by the constant sunshine,.
there must have sprung a strong virile and yet @sthetic race..
The beautiful Greece, with its purple hills and varied contour,
its dancing seas and clear blue sky, produced the graceful Greeks..
But Kashmir is more beautiful than Greece. It has the same-
blue sky and brilliant sunshine, but its purple hills are on a far
grander scale, and if it has no sea, it has lake and river, and the-
still more impressive snowy mountains. It has, too, great:
variety of natural scenery, of field and forest, of rugged moun-
tain and open valley. And to me, who have seer both countries,.
Kashmir seems much the more liekly to impress a race by its:
natural beauty. Hasit ever made any suchimpression ? 2 Sir
Francis Younghusband replies that the noted shawls of Kasmir-

op. Goaoural B. B. B. A. XIX, pp. 237-48. Vide my ** Asiatio Papers,” Part I,

2 Kashmir by F. Younghusband (1909), p. 194.
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and the remains of its old temples, ** remarkable for their almost
Egyptian solidity, simplicity and durability, as well as for
‘what Cunningham describes as the graceful elegance of their
-outlines, the massive boldness of their parts, ** indicate, that  its
inhabitants have a sense of form and colour and some delicacy
-and refinement.”’t *“ The people that built the ancient temples
<of Kashmir must have been religious, for the remains are all
-of temples or of sacred emblems, and not of palaces, commercial
-offices or hotels ; they must have held at least, one large idea to
‘have built on so enduring a scale, and they must have been men
-of strong and simple tastes averse to the paltry and the florid.
What was their history ? Were they a purely indigenous race ?
Were they foreigners and conquerors settled in the land, or were
they a native race, much influenced from outside, and with
-sufficient: pliability to assimilate that influence and turn it to
profitable use for their own ends ? ” Younghusband answers this
long question, by saying that the race was indigenous, but still
it was subject to foreign influence. Though its surrounding lofty
mountains acted as a barrier against foreign influence, its natural
beauty made up for that barrier, because it attracted foreigners
4in spite of the difficulty of access.

The Réjatarangini, written by Kalhana in A. ». 1148 and
brought down to later times by additions by Jotraj in 1412, and
ito still later times by further additions by Shrivar Pandit in 1477,
‘begins the history with a reference to the times of Asoka (about
:250 B. c.), the relics of whose Buddhist temples are still seen in
ithis country. Alexander the Great had invaded India in about
-327 B. 0. and his invasion is said to have made some Greek influ-
«ence on Indian Architecture. Hence it is, that we see on old
Kashmir temples the influence of Greco-Buddhist art. Darius,
ithe great Persian, had preceded Alexander and had also left some
traces of Iran’s Persepolitan influence on Indian Art. Hence it
is, that we see some traces, though few, on Kashmir buildings,
e.g., on the great Martand temple, of the Persepolitan influence.
The modern village of Prandrathan, three miles above Srinagar,
was the site of the .old city founded by Asoka.? The name
-signifies ““ old capital ” (puranadhisthan.)

After Asoka and his heirs, there came the Indo-Scythians
ainder Kanishka (about A.p. 40) and his successors, who ruled
in the north and even on the north-western frontiers of India.
‘This line of kings also was Buddhist, but their Buddhism was

1 Inid.

2 I had the pleasure of visititg the ruin and the present excavations on the site in
‘the agreeable company of Mr. Daya Ram Sohani, the Superintendent of the
-Archzologeal Department of Kashmir, on 18th June, 1915.
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partly infused with some Zoroastrian ideas, as can be seen fromw :
their Indo-Scythic coins, which, as showed by Sir Aurel Stein,
had the names of Zoroastrian deities on them. Kanishka is-
said to have held in Kashmir the Third Great Council of the
Buddhist Church, which council is said to be the author of “ the
Northern Canon ”’ or “ the Greater Vehicle of the Law’ (Mahé-
yana, lit. the High or the broad liberal way). Harwan,1 one
of the several beautiful places of Kashmir, at present a site of
the Water Works for Srinagar, is spoken of as the seat of a
known Buddhisatva, Nagarjuna.

.The Buddhism of Asoka and Kanishka was overthrown by
Brahmanism. This fact appears from the writings of the
Chinese traveller, Hieun Tsiang, who, visitig Kashmir in.
A.D. 631 deplored, that Buddhism was neglected there.

A century later, there was an excursion of the White Huns.
headed by Mihrcula, who, driven away from India, went to-
Kashmir, and paying ungratefully the hospitality of the ruler,
captured his throne. The name Mihrcula is a Persian name.
He is said to have founded the temple and the city of Mihresh-
wara and Mihirapur. All these names, which are connected with
Mihr, the later form of Avestaic Mithra, point to his being one-
who can be called an IrAnian Hun. Réajatarangini condemns.
him for having introduced in Kashmir, Gandharwa Brahmins
to supercede the orginal Hindu Kashmir Brahmins. I have-
referred to Mihrcula at some length in my paper, read last year
before the Society on the subject of the Huns.?

Then, we come to a reigning family, which belongs to Kashmir-
itself. Tts famous king was Liladitya (A. D. 699 to 736). Not only
did he rule Kashmir well, but he conquered adjoining countries
such as Punjab, Tibet and Badakhshan. He was the builder
of the celebrated temple of MaArtand whose ruins still appear to-
be grand and majestic. King Avantivarman (A.D. 855 to 883)
the founder of Avantipura, whose ruins we still see, was one of’
his dynasty. A number of weak rulers followed him and there
was a good deal of disorder for a number of years.

Then, there came the first invasion of Mahomedans under
Mahmud Gaznavi (A. ». 1015) which was unsuccessful. There-
were dissensions in the family of the ruling dynasty, which had
several weak kings till the time of Harsa (1089-1101). By
1339, the Mahomedan power had made great strides in Punjab.
and in the adjoining country. A Mahomedan ruler, named Shah
Mir, deposing the widow of the last ruling Hindu ruler, founded
for the first time a Mahomedan dynasty. The kings of this.

1 T had the pleasure of visiting this beautiful spot on 14th June 1915.
2 Journal B. B. R. A. S. Vol. XXIV, No. 3, p. 588. Vide my ‘Asiatic Papers Part IL.
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dynasty were not strong. Disorder and internal struggles conti-
nued and the country was no way better than during the
last 200 years of disorder and misrule of the Hindu rulers.

Then, there came Zain-ul-abad-din (1420-70), of whom the
people still speak as the Padshah, i.e., the King. He was to
Kashmir, what, latter on, Akbar was to the whole of India
including Kashmir. He was tolerant to the Hindus, so much so,
that he contributed money for the repairs of old Hindu temples
and for the revival of old Hindu learning. His reign was, as
said by Younghusband, * a mere oasisin the dreary record
of a long line of Mahomedan kings, both those who preceded
him and those who followed him till 1532, when Mirza Haidar, at
the head of some Turks from the northern regions, conquered
Kashmir and ruled for some years. In 1536, Akbar’s generals
conquered it, and it became a part, as it were, of India. The
Mogul rule, thus established, continued for about 200 years.

IV.

Now, we come to the Moguls, whose taste for art led them to
give a helping hand to beautify Kashmir. It
K;I;ll‘l?n%rlog“ls and  \was Jehangir especially who had done a good
3 deal in this matter. The Shalimar, Nishat,
Virndg and many other gardens point to this king’s handsome
work in this line. Bernier, a French physician and traveller,
who lived in the 17th century (died A.p. 1688), was in the
Court of Aurangzebe for about 12 years, 8 out of which he served
as a court physician. He visited Kashmir in the company of a
Mogul nobleman named Danishmand who accompanied Aurang-
zebe. He says, that the Moguls considered Kashmir to be the
paradise of India. He thus speaks of the beauty of Kashmir,
as he saw it in the time of Aurangzebe: “1I am charmed
with Kachemere. In truth, the kingdom surpassed in beauty all
that my warm imagination had anticipated. It is probably un-
equalled by any country of the same extent. .. .1t 1s not indeed
without reason that the Moguls called Kachemere the terrestrial
paradise of the Indies. . . . Jehanguir became so enamoured of
this little kingdom as to make it a place of his favourite abode,
and he often declared that he would rather be deprived of every

other province of his mighty empire than lose Kachemere.”’1

Taimur, the ancestor of the Mogul Emperors of India, who

: _ had written his auto-biography known as
S,urﬁ?r‘_mur aofl Ko ee oy e 78t Taimurt (o3t wlbyale) 40
the Words or Memoir of Taimur, refers to

Kashmir. His memoir is also known as Tuzuk-i Taimur ( ¢ jyet

1 Constable’s Oriental Miscellany of Original and Selected Publications; Vol. I.
Bernier’s Travels, A.D. 1658-1668 (1801), pp. 400-101.
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S 343 ) i.c., the Institutions or Regulations of Taimur. It was
written in Turki and then translated into Persian in the reign of
Shah Jehén. In these Memoirs, Taimur refers to Kashmir and to
the Spring of Virndg. He says: “ I made inquiries about the
country and city of Kashmir from men who were acquainted
with it and from them I learned that. . . . Kashmir is an in-
comparable country . ..In the midst of the country there is a
very large and populous city called Naghaz.! The rulers of
the country dwell there. The buildings of the city are very
large and are all of wood and they are four or five stories high.
They are very strong and will stand for 500 or 700 years. A
large river runs through the middle of this city, as large as the
Tigris at Baghdad and the city is built upon both sides of it.
The source of this river is within the limits of Kashmir in a large
lake, some parasangs in length and breadth which is called Vir-
nak. The inhabitants have cast bridges over the river in nearly
thirty places. These are constructed of wood, stone or boats ;
seven of the largest are within the city and the rest in the en-
virons. When this river passes out of the confines of Kashmir,
it is named after each city by which it passes; as the river of
Damdana, the river of Jand. The river passes on and joins the
Chinab above Multan.”’2

We find a short account of Kashmir in the Zafar-Nama
of Sharaf-ud-Din Yazdi, “which is a very partial . bio-
graphy of Timur written in A. p. 1424. . . and is based
upon the Malfuzat-i-Timuri.”3 We read there:  There is
a city named Naghaz, which is the residence of the rulers of
the country. Like Bagdad, the city has a large river running
through it, but the waters of this river exceed those of the
Tigris. It is extraordinary that the waters of so great a river all
spring from one source, which source is situated in this country
itself and is called Vir.”’4

Vv

It was in the 31st year of his reign (Hijri 993, A. D. 1585)
Akbar and Kash. | thab Akbar invaded Kashmir. He advanc-
e " ed as far as Atak and sent Bhagwan Das,

Shah Kuli Mahran and other well-known
Amirs, with about 5,000 horses, to effect the conquest of
Kashmir.> They were opposed by Yusuf Khan, the ruler
of the country, who came and blockaded the pass. The above
ggnerals resolved to make peace. They settled that Yusuf

.1 Ithinkitisa corruption of Nagar, the final Persian, (r) being by mistake written
with a nuktah as (z). This name Nagar then is a contraction of Sri-nagar (Cf. Nagar
for Ahnllgﬁnaﬁar.) s

S D. 478, 2 Elliot’s History of India, Vol. II., p. 476.
5 Ibid, V.'p. 450. 1 Thid, p. 522, . 220
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may pay some tribute to Akbar in saffron, shawls and some
money. Akbar disapproved of the terms of peace and at first
svas angry with his generals, but he afterwards admitted them
into his audience.l Akbar then sent Kasim Khan Mirbahr
‘to conquer Kashmir. Owing to the dissensions among the
Kashmiris, the task of conquest was easy.

Akbar took Kashmir in A. D. 1586 and visited it three times.
During one of these visits, he directed the fort of Hari Parbat
to be built. His son Jehangir completed it. We read as
Follows in the Tabakat-i-Akbari: ““ The rulers of Kashmir had
-always been well-wishers and servants of the Imperial house.
His Majesty now intended, after performing his usual pilgrimage
to Ajmere, to pay a visit to the tomb of Saikh Farid Shakar-
:ganj and to visit the Panjab. So he sent Mulla Ishki, one of the
old servants of the Court, along with Kazi Sadru-d-din, to
Kashmir. Alikhan, the ruler of Kashmir, entertained them nobly
-and respectfully, and exhibited his fidelity and devotion.”’2

Akbar then paid a running visit to Kashmir in 1589 (Hijri 997)
when on his way to Kabul. Leaving the ladies of the Court on
~ this side of the mountains of Kashmir, he ““ went on express.”s
In 1592, he paid another visit. On his way thither, he heard
that Yadgar, a nephew of Yusuf Khan Rizani, his governor of
Kashmir, had raised the standard of revolt and declared him-
:self as the Sultan. This rebellion was put down and Yadgir
was killed before Akbar reached the capital. We read in the
Tabakét-i-Akbari, that he “stayed there eight days, riding about
-and hunting water-fowl. . .” On his return journey, embark-
ing in a boat, he proceeded towards Baramula on the confines of
Kashmir, on the way to Pakhali. On the road he saw a reservoir
-called Zain-lanka. This reservoir is enclosed on the west, north
and south by mountains and it is thirty kos in circumference.*
‘The river Bahut (Jilam) passes through this lake. Its water is
very pure and deep. Sultan Zain-u-1-’Abidin carried out a pier
-of stone to the distance of one jarib into the lake and upon it
«erected a high building. Nothing like this lake and building is to
be found im India.5 After visiting this edifice he went to Bara
Mula.””®  In all, Akbar paid three visits to Kashmir.”

1 Ibid, p. 453, 2 Ibid, Vol, V., p. 411.
3 Ibid, Vol. V., p. 457.

o tl 1This reservoir is now known as Waular Lake, which is said to be the largest lake
iin India.

. 5 Udaipur in Mewar (Rajputana) is spoken of by some as the ** Kashmi j-
putana.” There, we see beautiful artificial lakes.” In the midsc of m;‘eS loflzhgsfe,m\l\fn
find some handsome royal buildings. These may be an imitation of the above building
sin the Wular Lake.

6 Elliot V., p. 465. 7 Ain-i-Abkari, Jarret’s Translation IT, p. 348.
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Akbar had divided his Empire into divisions called Subdhs.

‘Kashmirasdes- FEach Subdh was known from the name}of
cribed in the Ain- the tract of the country or its capital city-
Lakbaris Latterly, when Berar, Khandesh and Ahmed-
nagar were conquered there were in all 15 Subahs. FEach
Subdh was sub-divided into Sarkéars. There were in all 105-
Sarkars. Each Sarkdr was divided into parganihs or Mahals.
All the Sarkars were subdivided into 2,737 townships.! The-
Subdhs were spoken of as being in such and such a climate.
The term climate meant a slope or inclination and ““ was used in
the mathematical geography of the Greeks with reference to the
inclination of various parts of the earth’s surface to the plane-
of the equator. Before the globular figure of the earth was.
known, it was supposed that there was a general slope of its sur-
face, from South to North, and this was called ¢ klima.” But
as the science of mathematical geography advanced, the word
was applied to belts of the earth’s surface divided by lines parallel’
to the equator, these lines being determined by the different
lengths at different places, of the shadow' cast by a gnomon of
the same altitude, at noon of the same day. . . . The Arabs.
adopted this system, but restricted the number to seven.”2 The-
Arabs seem to have followed the ancient Iranians who had
haft keshwars, i. e., seven regions or climates. In our inserip-
tions, Jehangir is spoken of as the king of these seven regions.
Kashmir belonged to the Subah of Kaibul which comprised
Kashmir, Pakli, Binbar, Swat, Bajaur, Kandahir and Zabu-
listin. The capital of this Subih was Kabul. Kashmir lies:
in the 3rd and 4th climates. Of the several routes leading to-
this country encompassed on all sides by the Himalayan
ranges, the Pir Pangal route was the one adopted by Akbar in
his three visits to * the rose garden of Kashmir.”’3

Abul Fazl, the great historian of Akbar, thus speaks of Kash-

Abul Fazl on mir: ““ The country is enchanting and might
the beauty of be fittingly called a garden of perpetual
Kashmir. spring surrounding a citadel terraced to the-
skies, and deservedly appropriate to be either the delight of the
worldling or the retired abode of the recluse. Its streams are
sweet to the taste, its waterfalls music to the ear, and its climate-
is invigorating . . . The lands are artificially watered or depen-
dent on rain for irrigation. The flowers are enchanting, and fill
the heart with delight. Violets, the red rose and wild narcissus

vM‘11i:;li;-il-{tslr-ﬂ:mi BK. IIL, Imperial Administration. Jarret’s Translation 1891,

2. Ibid, p. 115, n. 4. 3. Ibid, TL., p. 345.
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cover the plains. To enumerate its flora would be impossible. Its-
spring and autumn are extremely beautiful . . . Tulips are grown.
on the roofs which present a lovely sight in the spring time.”!

Abdul Fazl thus describes the Vernig spring : *“ In the Ver tract

The  Vemag ©f the country is the source of the Behat.
spring, described 1t is a pool measuring a jarib which tosses in
in_the Ain-i- foam with an astonishing roar and its depth is.
Alkbari. unfathomable. It goes by the name of Vernag
and is surrounded by a stone embankment and to its east are-
temples of stone.”*

VI
JEHANGIR'S VISITS OF KASHMIR.

Now we come to the reign of Jehangir. We will speak of:

The beauty of nis connection with Kashmir at some length,.
Kashmir. Jehan- because he had a great hand in beautifying -
gi's hand in Kashmir, and because we have to explain and
beautifying it. identify the events and dates referred to in.
his inscriptions. In his work of beautifying Kashmir by
laying gardens at various beautiful places, Jehangir was ably
assisted by his Nur Mahal. We know that this queen had
great influence upon Jehangir in various matters, even in state-
matters.s

Kalhana, the author of the Rajatarangini, while speaking of
Kashmir’s beauty, says : ““ It is a country where the sun shines.
mildly, being the place created by Kashyapa as if for his glory..
High school-houses, the saffron, iced water and grapes which
are rare even in Heaven are common here. Kailasa is the best
place in the three worlds, Himalaya the best part of Kailasa, and
Kashmir the best part in Himalaya.”’4+ The Kashmiris speak
of their country as “ an emerald set in pearls, a land of lakes,.
clear streams, green turf, magnificent trees and mighty moun-
tains, where the air is cool and the water sweet, where men are-
strong and women vie with the soil in fruitfulness.”s

Bernier says of the Dal Lake of Kashmir, as he saw it later on.
beautified at the hand of Jehangir, that it “is one of the most:
beautiful spots in the world. . . Perhaps in the whole world,

1 Ain-i-Akbari, Jarrett’s Translation, Vol. IL, pp, 348-49.

2 The Ain-i-Akbari, Jarrett’s Translation, Vol. IL., p. 361.

3 She had a powerful hand in helping the cause of Sir Thomas Roe, the first English
ambagsador at the Court of Jehangir. Roe, was so much helped and supported by Nur
Mahal, that he wrote from Jehangir’s Court to his people at Surat: *‘ Noor Mahalis
my golicitor and her brother my broker ” (Early English Adventurers in the Fast by
Arnold Wright, 1917, p. 163.)

4 As quoted by Sir W. Lawrence, 5 Ibid.
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sthere is no corner so pleasant as the Dal Lake.” Of the very
beautiful lake of Manasbal, Sir R. Younghusband! says
that it is ““ a jewel among the mountains.” I was pleased with
mo lake of Kashmir so much as with this beautiful gem. Moving
-about in your boat in the calm and clear water of this lake, you

-feel, as if you see beautiful pictures moving in a cinematograph
-before you.

Kashmir, as described by these writers, old and modern,
was beautiful and Jehangir vied with Nature to make it
more beautiful. In his memoirs, he often spoke of Kashmir
as *‘ Behesht-nazir Kashmir >’ (oS pbd <dpy) d.e., the
paradise-like Kashmir. At times, he spoke of it it as
«delpazir ( »283J3)3 Kashmir, i.e., heart-ravishing Kashmir.

In connection with Jehangir’s detailed admiring description

Beveridees Of the beauties of Kashmir and of its
estimate of the various flowers, one may notice what
taste of Jehangir. Mr. Beveridge says of the scientific tastes of
‘the Emperor. ““If Babur, who was the founder of the Mogul
Empire in India, was the Cwsar of the East, and if the many-
-sided Akbar was the epitome of all the great Emperors, includ-
ding Augustus, Trajan, Hadrian, Marcus Aurelius, Julian, and
<Justinian, Jahangir was certainly of the type of the Emperor
Claudius, and so bore a close resemblance to our James I. All
three were weak men, and under the influence of their favourites,
-and all three were literary, and at least two of them were fond
-of dabbling in theology. All three were wrong in their places
-as rulers. Had James I. (and VI. of Scotland) been, as he half
wished, the Keeper of the Bodleian, and Jahangir been head of
-a Natural History Museum, they would have been better and
happier men. Jahangir’s best points were his love of nature and
powers of observation, and his desire to do justice.”’4

Jehangir had paid, in all, six visits to Kashmir, two of which

Jehangir’s six were in the company of his father Akbz?,r
visits of Kashmir. and four during his own reign. We \'Vlll
“briefly refer to these visits as described by him in his Memoirs.
‘This description will give usan idea, not only of his tastes and
-of his love of Nature, but also of his admiration for Vernag,
where we find his two inscriptions which have suggested to me
“the subject of this paper. At first, we will speak of his impres-
-sions about Vernég, as formed during his visits in the life time
«of his father Akbar.

1 Kashmir by Younghusband, p. 37: - .

2 Vide the Ls;émﬁ ae B3 JULST 416 1865 cdition of the Asiatio Soclety
of Bengal, pp. 213, 240, &e, 3 Ibid, p.-213.
4 The Tuzuk-i-Jahangiri, Vol. IL., Preface, pp. V-VIL.
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Jehangir came to the throne on 24th October 1605 (1014

Hijri) at the age of 38. In the second year-

Verndg, des- of his reign, he went to Kéabul. While

gﬁidh?g' %E}Z‘aﬁ_ describing his journey to that city in his-

i-Jehangiri. U5 Memoirs he refers to the river Bihat, 7.¢., the

Jhelam on the banks of which he had pitched

his tents. The mention of Jhelam makes him speak of Vernig,
the source of the river Jhelam. He thus describes Vernig :

““The source of the Bihat is a spring in Kashmir called the-
Vir-nag ; in the language of India a snake is Vir-nig. Clearly
there had been a large snake at that place. I went twice to the-
spring in my father’s lifetime ; it is 20 %os from the city of Kash--
mir. It is .an octagonal reservoir about 20 yards by 20. Near-
it are the remains of a place of worship for recluses ; cells cut
out, of the rock and numerous caves. The water is exceedingly
pure. Although I could not guess its depth, a grain of poppy-
seed is visible until it touches the bottom. There were many -
fish to be seen in it. As I had heard that it was unfathomable, .
I ordered them to throw in a cord with a stone attached, and
when this cord was measured in gaz it became evident that the
depth was not more than once and a half the height of a man.
After my accession, I ordered them to build the sides of the
spring round with stone, and they made a garden round it with
a canal; and built halls and houses about it and made a

place such that travellers over the world can point out few-
like it.”’1

We learn from this passage, that Verndg was a favourite-
place of Jehangir and that he had been twice there during his.
father’s time. We learn further, that after his accession to the
throne, he had ordered the sides of the tank to be built up-

- with stone and a garden to be made near the place. The first
inscription, when it speaks of the order of His Majesty ( pSa.

¢ aa T ), seems to referto the order mentioned in the above-

passage. During my first visit of Kashmir in 1895, I had passed
one night in one of the houses over the spring referred to
by Jehangir in the above passage. Since then, the building:
has been destroyed by fire, and, during my second visit
on 30th June 1915, we had to pass the day in the adjoining-
garden under the shady chindrs, and the night in the-

pavilion over the main canal, the jui or db-shdr, referred to in.
the inscription.

1 The Tuzuk-i-Jehargiri, or Memoirs of Jeahangir, translated by A. Rogers, edited.
by H. Beveridge (1909), Vol. 1, p. 92.
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