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PREFACE, -

TrE piirpose of the following papers is to stimulate opinion
on the subject of Sea-voyages performed by Hingdoos. Apart
from all questions of principle, the subject is one of growing
practical importgme, Hindoo young men, in appreciable
numbers, -'.",‘ England to receive education in the

T
Universities, to qualify for the Bar, to compete for the Indian

 Qivil Serviee, for the Medical Service, and in various other

ways to equip themselves for the practical work of life, The
number js on the increase, of gentlemen, who, if all restric-

" tions were rem’éd; would like to proceed to Europe for

‘purpwses of travel, and all the pleasures and profits i1t brings.
There 1s a'grog’jg desire also in some quarters to make excur-
sjons® to the ¥st for commercial purposes. It cannot be a
matter of indifference to the Hindoo community if the gentle-
men who come back from Europe after perf}gi,{' g their educa-
tion and°®enlarging their experience are to be received back
wto society or excluded from it, It cannot be a matter of
indifference also whether adventurous gentlemen should have
free scope given to them in the matter of travel, or they should
have their ambition curbed by social restrictions. The wel-
fare of a country ¢ the wel-fare of its individuals, and no
subject can be of greater national importance than the dis-
cussion of the limits which cusbog‘t may have prescribed to the

liberty of movement of the men vho compose the nation.

On economic grounds alone the question of sea-voyages is
of great practical importance. People may feel themselves
driven by sheer necespity to try their fortune in remote
countries, to seek new careers, learn the arts of foreign
nations, and come back home with added qualification and
augmented resources. If these poor, adventuroas souls should

be denied the opport-uhities they souwsyit, it is not they alone .
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that would be sufferers, but the country as well. Social restri-
tions, kowever, are likely to prve an effectual barrier to most
of them, and the legitimacy of those restrictions thereforo
deserves serious consideration. The possibility of natives of
India marching out in quest of occupation to distant lands
may now appear to be too remote, and as a dream. But there
are reasons to believe that if the restrictions were repealed or
relaxed, opportunities of adventure would gften be utilised,

Hindoo society is governed by rules w Eii's‘,‘have their basis
in the Hindoo religion. That religion is enshrined in the
‘shastras, of which the recognised, authoritative interpreters
are the Pundits. The Pundits give their vyavasthas or ordixn-
ances founded upon the texts. These acceptdd by the
leaders of the different castes which make z'1:‘1§’kso::)iet;y, and they
On the subject of S,ea.-voffage,.
therefore, the first thing mnecessary was to o
of the Pundits, That step bas already been taken. It wias
not of course tgale expected that the opinion of every single
Pundit in Ben®®hould be obtained, but many of the leading
Pundits have been consulted, and their opinions will be found
in the following pages., DMahamahopadhyay Mohesh Chunde?
Nyayaratna, Madhu Sudan Smritiratna, Navadip, Rajkumar
Nyayratna, Mahamahopadhyay Deno Bundhoo Nyayaratna,

thus come to regulate usage,

n the opinions
N

Mahendra Nath Tarkapanchanun of Bansbaria, Madhusudun
Swritiratna of Bhatpara and Kamakseya Nduh Tarkabagish arve
amongst the most hououred names in Bengal, and it will be
found that they are all associgted with particular opinions on
the subject of Sea-voyage. The next step that was taken was
to refer the subject to some of the leading members of Hindoo
Society, all of the higher castes, and their opinions have also
been recorded. Attention may be specially called to the opinion
of so distinguished an apostle of Hinduism as Babu Bunkim
Chunder Chatterjee. Lastly, a large. body of public opinion
from various sources, which had been elicited by the discussion,

. has been sct forth in e proper place. It iucludes the opinions
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as well of eminent Englishmen as of newspapers, Hindoo and
English. These opinions®have a value which must not be
ovetlooked, Pundits interpret the shastras; social leaders

. judge practicability ; but an intelligent public have also a right

to be heard, for, unfettered by considerations of authority and
custom, they are able to utter the voice of abstract reason.
Mere reasonableness is not an excuse for an innovation, but it
will hardly denied that a practice which is manifestly
contrary tofgson cannot long remain unmodified, and that
so long as it does exist it will work mischief. The opinions,
therefome, of intelligent and educated men who are even-out-
siders to our society have an importance that should not be
undgr-rated. The question in its historical and shastric aspect
was disc@se‘n a paper by Babu Suresh Chunder Dutt, s. a,,
gt a large and representative meeting held on the 19th
Augudt 1823, at the residence of the late Maharaja Komul
Krishna Bfhadoor. The opinions that were expressed by
different speakers and the Resolutions that were passed at

that meeting, will speak for themselves:{‘)

For a full appreciation of the issuesinvolved in the Sea-
voyage question it is necessary to bear in mind a few well-
known facts which may be thus stated.

1. TFor along time past the practice of eating things
condemned by Hindoo rules or custom has been pretty com-
mon in Hindo® society, but the gentlemen who have indulged
in such practices have not been put out of caste, Their
number is growing., They include not merely school-boys or
wild young men, not merely a few insignificant people who
might be regarded as the waifs and strays of society, but also
and mainly, elderly, respectable, influential gentlemen, some
of whom have beep recognised as social leaders, In their

own private residences or those of their friends, European or
Native, in garden ghouses, in hotels kept by Kuropeans or
e rooms,

Mahomedans, on steamers, in railway refreshment

numbers of Hindo/ gentlemen deg in the Iuropean st;ile,
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relations have also dined with them on many

Orthodox Society has never ceased to rec\ognise these friends
and relations.

I\ v
and the orthodox members of society find it convenient to
connive ate these practices, Dem4nd creates supply. Hence
it is we find that restaurants where European dishes- aro
offered, are maultiplying.
quented streets, and near offices and theatres. Year after
year, in every town in which the Indian National Congress is
held, 1t 1s found necessary by the organizers to make special
arrangements for those delegates and visitors grho are to live
in the European style. ™ sards ortho-

y !
dox living are every day trampled under foob,*gmd the viola-
tions are in no way punished,

In a word, the rules a&”

b

2. There was a time when it was considered an un-Hindoo
practice to drink pipe-water. Not only is pipe- ater drurfk to-
day by Hindus of unquestioned orthodoxy, but ¥rated Wazers,
European wines and spirits, and medicines prepared by . Eurd
peans, are habitually consumed by large numh@?s of them.

Bread, biscuits and confectionery of European or Mahomedan
manufacture are alsgalargely indulged in.

3. Hindu Society has not been able consistently to keep
out of its pale all those who have made voyages to Europe.
Some of them received recognition in society, at any rate

among their friends and relations ; and after their death, their
sons and other relations

have had no difficulty in being

accepted as members of society, though no pgayaschitia had
ever been performed by them.

4. Some of those that have made voyages to Turope

have, on their return to this country, lived, permanently or

for a time, with their relations. Many of their friends and

occasions.

r L] . *
o. Iither for purposes of business ¢r on pleasure trips,

several Hindoos have made voyages to I'angoon, to Madras,
to ]Ceylong Nobody drewyse of excommuni\'ating them.

. g\ ‘ ®

They are set up on largely fre-
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6. Esteemed Hindoo gentlemen have on some ococasions
taken part, as host or guest, in entertainments, almost of a
pablic character, conducted in the European style, The

-pames of those who dined on the occasions have sometimes

been reported in the newspapers, but orthodox society has
never cared to take any notice of their errors.

7. Hindoo Society has exhibited nothing.like consistency,
observed no definite principle, in dealing with those of its
members Wiy ve made voyages to-Europe, The same men
that recognid® them on one occasion do not recognise them
on anothgr, They dine with them today and decline to dine
with them tomorrow. If they are to be excommunicated,
those who have dined with them, or otherwise mixed with
them’ ingsorghl social intercourse on ceremonial occasions,
spould be excommunicated also. But the utmost that the
ultra-orthodox members of the community seek to do is to
omit to rgEOgnise only the travelled men, while they permit
themselves to mix freely with men who have been tainted by
association with the chief offenders. 53}

What is the inference to be drawn from these facts
Obviously this, that it would not be fair or consistent to ex-
clude from society men who had made only a voyage by sea
without transgressing Hindoo rules of living. Surely it cannot
be contended that a mere crossing of the sea is a grosser
‘offence than laving in a non-Hindu style, or even as gross as
that. When open, or, at any rate, well-known violations of
Hindoo rules of eating and drinking are connived at and
excused, neither reason nor orthodoxy demands the exclusion
of men who living as Hindoos had merely travelled to the
west. The travelled men themselves, as already observed,
have sometimess quietly made their way into society, and after
them their sons have got on with even greater smoothness ;
and neither religion nor reason demands that where the
offence is the samd some should be spared and some should

be punished. Propprly speaking, the offence is not the same,

.
‘ ®
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and the difference i1s in favour of those who would seek to
get the benefit of the present Sea-voyage movement, for
they would have to live Hindoo lives, Nor does it appear
how the travelled men may be taken to have lost caé’be, if
those who dine and associate them are not taken to lose caste.
That a voyage by sea as such, does not militate against
Hinduism seem’s to be tacitly admitted by Hindoo society by
the manner in which it has been treating Swami Vivekananda’s
visit to America, The Swami, so far from bei~g ragarded as
an apostate by reason of his visit, is being R.»‘*”;"'ed up to as a
prince of Hindoos and the pride of Hinduism,
ceivable, therefore, that the Sea-voyage movement should be
opposed on grounds either of religion or logic. If there
could be any objection to 1t, it would be its consgrvative rather
than its revolutionary character. If non-Hindu modes of lifo
are tolerable in the home of Hinduism, they should be tolerab.e
a fortiort in travel. But the movement as a,gotreseilt con-
ceived proceeds on the very safe lines of reco'x-nmending‘a.
voyage by sea whgrg it is performed under Hindu conditions
of life. The promdicrs have every hope that they will enlist
the sympathy and secure the active support of the entire

It 1s incon-

Hindu community.
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THE HINDU SEA-VOYAGE

" MOVEMENT IN BENGAL.

OPINION{ QR VYAVASTHAS OF THE PUNDITS
ar OF
. BENGAL.

' 0

* Question—I,—Is a person, who makes a sea voyage in a
sea-going ve™el without committing any heinous transgres-
sions, involving degradation, to be considered fallen (patita) ?

Is a person, who resiJes temporarily in
countries without committing

(Qnestron—I1.
Eungland and other foreign
any heinous transgressions, involving degradation, to be consi-

dered fallen (patita) ?

Vyavastha 1—As sea-voyage, does not come within the
category of heinous transgressions, involving degradation,
(paittya), and h@vy penances are not provided for it, and there
is nothing even by parity of reasoning to consider it a heinous
transgression, a person, who makes a sea-voyage without com-
mitting any heinous transgressions, should not be considered

fallen (pafeta).

Vyavastha I1—As residence in England and other foreign
countries does not cdlme within the category of heinous trans-

gressions, involving degradation, (patifya) and heavy penances
@, and there 1s nothing even by patity of

are mnot provided for
reasoning to consider

resides in England a#d other foreign countries,
®

't a heinons transgression, a person, who
®
without com-
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| mitting any heinous transgressions should not be considered % ¢  BriNatk Siromony’, Jahanabad, H.“ghl}'- g
; gi : fallen (patita). Mohim Chunder Siromony, Kotalipara, Furridpore. .
. .Raj Kristo Tarkaratna, Sura.
b Mahamohopadhya, Dino Bundhu Nyaratna, Konnagore. -. Syf Nath Tarkaratna, Jara, Midnapore.
; 5 ‘/ B Charamony, Gonehat . . | " Gungeshur Vidyasagore, Gopinagore, Hugbly.
E | Bissumbhur Churamony, Gourhati. . Ram Tarak Churamony, Calcutta.
i Sriram Nyabhusun, Gourhati. s Dhurmo Dass Siromeny.
| ) _ Kally Nath SarGabhoum, Bowbazar, Calcutta. Bireshur Vidyaratna, Gopinagore, Hughly. °
; Dakhina Churn Smrititirtha, Jhingra, Howrah, . Wuma Churn Vidyaratna, Naranpore.
Soshi Bhusan Vidyaratna, Jabui, Burdwan. _ 1 Kally Prosunno Sarman, Ula, Nuddea.
Jagat Chunder Vidyaratna, Woonsia Kotalipara, %I)fgipore. . Khetter Moba=1¥{yaratna, Aheritolla.
o Kally Kanto Tarkasidhanto, Shampuker. = ' - Rajoni Kant(;r{fidyaratna. Bagbazar.
f 2 Kally Proshad Nyalankar, Chandsi, Backergunge. o : Boykungo Nath Sarma, Raina.
e Hurro Mohun Vidyabagish, Kotalipara, Furridpore. | | Ashwini Kumar Sarma.
Bhuggobutty Churn Nyapanchanon, Balur, Hughly. £ e K hetter Nath Churamony, Ariadaha.
Dino Nath Nyapanchanon, Harinavi, “ | ° MoBendra Nath Tarkapanchanon, Bansbaria.
Gour Mohun Siromoni, Mirzapore. \\&" Cu ° Sr: Na,tﬂ Tarlilankar, Bansbaria.
Nobin Chunder Churamony. Y o ® Durca Churn Deb Sarma.
o Nobin Chunder Tarkabagish, Tala, . ._ Joo'::: shur ®arma, Dandirhat, Bikrampore.
; {' ; Gokul Kristo Goswami, Sinila, é RS ) . .H::I'O Churn Deb Sarma, Tualasar,
f' B Gopal Chunder Siromony, Mozilpore. Wuma Churn Tarkaratna, Rajpore, 24-Pergunnahs,
| ‘ . Rammoy Bhuttacharji, Ramjibunpore, Midnapore. _‘ Kanti Churn Nyaratna, Sikdarbagan.
L Gopal Chunder Sarma, Hogulkuria. | Jody Nath Sarbabhoum, Krishnaghur.
Rudra Narain Jotibhusan, Nandigram, Cuttuck. * . Issan Chunder Tarkaratna, Protappore.
: Jogesh Chunder Bidyaratna. e ° % Thakur Dass Churamony, Mazilpore.
Wuma Churn Tarkasidhanto, Badangunge, L - \w Rammoy Siromony.
Hurro Nath Sarwasati by his son Nemye Chunder Bhuttacherji, Trivani. - Kally Kissore Nyaratna, Calcutta.
Sita Nath Churamoni, Polva, Hughly. Clhunder Kissore Tarkatirtha, Bikrampore.
Saroda Churn Bidyaratna, Sulkea, Howrah. : Keder Nath Sarma.
Nobin Chunder Churamony, Kidderpore. ® : e . brother of Mal 1 a1
2 Kala Chand Devsarman. Madhub Chunder Sarbabhoum. {eldest brot .el 0 ) a"m;ln.cﬂ) 1((1)1)?]_;}?
| Kally Dass Vidyaratna, Bahir Simla. Mohesh Chunder Nyaratna, C. 1. E. Sava-Pundit of the Mohisadul-Raj
| S Gopi Nath Siromoni, Kotalipara, Furridpore. " Midnadore.)
Kally Dass Nyratna, Jhamapuker. Mahamohopadhya Deno-Bundhu Nyaratna of Konnagore further
Sadharam Bachaspati. | observes that sea-voyage instead of being considered a great transgres-
Jogendra Smritibhusan, Halsibagan. sion is grouped with such light transgressions as going to Sri-Khetter
Bani Madhub Tarkalankar, Hatibagan. e (Puri by sea,) for whiclf little or no penance is required. As to residence
Issur Chunder Vidyaratna, Bikrampore. in England and other foreign countries, he adds that no penance is
Prosunno Kumar Nyaratna, Kantapuker. provided for it in the Sllc‘ tras.

¥
l Ram-Surbessur Vidyaratna, Sobhabazar,
{ Girish Chunder Vidyaratna, Jhamapuker. .
. T '
}
b

" Jadu Nath Tarkaratna, Khatora, Howrah,

® @
@
< Py ¢ .
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- The following pandits have signed their namesin a seperatey ¢ Pandit Mritunjoy Vidyaratna, Panaghar, Burdwan.
& vyavastha to the effect ;—that a Hindu should not be consi- \ »» Ram Hridaya Tarkabagis. .
N dered fallen although he goes to England and resides there .y  Koilas Chundra Bachaspati.
provided he sticks to the tenets of his religion. . . : . » ° Ram Taran Bhattacherji, Patuli, o . _
b . : ,» Chunderkanto Bhattacherji, Medinimandal, Bikrampur.
i , Mahamahopadhya Pandit Mohesh Chandra Nayaratna, C. I. E, . », Nundo Kumar Bhattacherji.
Pandit Madhu Sudan Smritiratna, Nuddea, 4 ,»  Sikher Chunder Bhattacherji.
! :‘f »  Madhu Sudan Smritiratna, Bhatparah. . °
’ »»  Kamakhya Nath Tarkabachaspati, Nuddea. )
»»  Chandra Sikhar Churamani, Hatibagan, Calcutta. .
»  Sri Narain Vedratna, Shampooker. Q- ». Question.—If a Hindu go to England and while there observe
; Late Tituram Sarbabhoum, Hatibagan, Calcutta. | £ the tenets’ of his religion, in such a case should he be
’(’ ] Pundit Sashi Bhushan Sarma, Sava Pandit of Maharani Sarnomaye, considered as committing any transgression at all ?
morer C.1.E.
- »  Durga Charan Tarkatirtha, Sava Pandit of Maharajah Bahadur ® . «inswer.—Persons who go over to England or such like Mlechha
' Sir Jatindra Mohan Tagore, K, C. S. I. 9 = '. - cgﬁntgﬁs v@hout committing such heinous transgressions
; Late Pandit Khetter Pal Smritiratna. Vo, as the takihg of forbidden food, can not be said to have
Pandit Gonesh Sastri, Durgaghat, Beneras. . ' | ° committed any heinous transgression at all; but for
L 55 Sital Churan Vedantobagis. | . . . .
1 Ram Nath Tarkaponchanan. Mula: | . - .puch transgressions as eating while on board a ship and
SN - ponchanan, ajore. © . & . e . .
: 3 ,  Ambika Charan Bidyanidhi, Digshin. j living in a country not inhabited by the four sects of .the
’ »»  Kshettrakali Kabiratna, Bansberia. . Aryans, the persons become eligible for their society
. »  Rakhaldass Bhattacherji, Bansberia. . after expiation, This is the opinion of the learaed.
»»  Ram Gopal Siromoni, Kamarpara. a |
»» ~ KKomola Kanto Bhattacherji, Shahagunge. ° 7 /\“ | (Sd.) Ras KuMar NYARATNA.
s Nilambar Bhattacherji, Shahagunge. «’ oo
s =arbalochon Sarma Nayachanchu, Chinsura.
K r"[;my](?Ck,ho Nat.h Bidyabhusan. Tt was made the subject of an animated discussion between
»s»  Nemai Charan Tarkaratna. ° . ° .
| .» Ram Hari Bidyabhushan. Pundits at a Shradha that was celebrated at Nawabgunge
2 »»  Jogendra Nath Siromoni. N at the house of Babu Rampada Marik, a well-known
. s»»  Shama Charan Bidyaratna. merchant of the place, and the sense of the assembled Pundits
S ;> Jotindra Nath Sarma. was decidedly in favour of the manifesto which has been
»  Modhusudon Tarkaratna. /" issued, viz,—that sea-voyage to foreign countries and residence
4 ?{‘2(;:?])\“?1 '13};]]_\7:.1‘11‘1(1111. | therein when conducted in accordance with Hindu usages do
: }\fnhe‘.‘.:h; ;{atl}: SS:T:DT . - not involve the loss of caste. Among those who_signed the
: ., Jodu Nath Siromoni. statement are the following Pundits :—
+ ) »  Ram Nath Bidyabushan. Abhay Pada Smritimtn.y‘, Sibpur.
s, Khetro Mohan Nayaratna. | Bishwambhur Debsarma’, Sookhchar.
i | Y Srinath Siromoni, Pgkuria. . Kherode Chunder Shiromoni, Baraset.  ~
§ .‘ . ® ' i e
; ) o . ’ ¢ . .
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Dinanath Bhattyacharji, Bhadeswar. M
J adun"}th Sarma, Chundan-Pakhur.

Tara Charan Bhuttacharji, Chandan-Pakhur, .
Khirode Chandra Bhuttacharji Bhatparah.
Hari Churan Shiromoni, Khurdah.
Ram-Brahma Chackerburti, Bali.

Patit Pabana Bhattacharji, Kangachi.
Rakhaldas Sarmana and Nani Lall Shiromoni.

-

A great public meeting was held at Ba;nkura,, in which all ~

the learned Pundits and leading men of the plage were pre-
sent. Afber an interesting discussion, it was unanimously de-
clared that sea-voyage to foreign countries and residence thereitr,
conducted in accordance with Hindu usagesy dQnob‘ ~involve
the loss of caste. Among the Pundits who gave their opipion,
were the following :— -

Sambhunath Churamani.

Anantalal Vidyaratna.

Madhusudan Vachaspati.

Chandranarain Vidyaratna.
Romapati Vidyalankar.

\ «*——-—- femme = mmen e ce e . v m - I E N T B e it - ,
. !

( 7)) e f
 tdhple of Juggurnath would commit just the same sin as a man who went
to England. Hindus who go to England or to a “Mlechhd” cou:xtry (2. e.
a coulltry where the people eat beef, do not follow the Vedas, and do not
observe the caste system) commit a certain kind of sin. But the commis-
sion of such a sin does not entail loss of caste. Hindus are put out of caste
by eating prohibited food, such as wine, food of Mlechhas, beef, &c. Food
of Mlechhas is, strictly speaking, food of which a N[lecl.lha, is the owner
and which has been cooked by him. But Mlechha food is ordinarily spoken
of as that cooked by a Mlechha. A Brahmin would lose his caste, if for
. 94 times in succession he took food of the first class, . e. food belonging to
~* and cooked by a Mlechha, or of the food of the second class, 7. e. that which
had been cooked by a Mlechha 48 times. What has been said about the
Brahmin is e8ually applicable to other classes ; but in the case of thé
Brahmin the penances which would have to be undergone would be

®
greater.” o

s
Pundil Jadubeshwar Tarkaratna of Rungpur gave similar
This is what he said :—

« There are various objections to going to England among Hindus.
First, the Shasters prohibit the crossing of the Indus ¢ e. the going outside
of the bouhdaries of India. But this sin is not very serious and does
<ot put a Hindu out of caste. Then the eating of certain kinds of food,

evideice.

.
-

Jagadis Chandra Vidyalankar. ' ' . : :
Ramdayala Vidyaratna. . //\'qg food cooked for them by any but certain classes of persons, is I.)mhl-
bited. A journey over the sea to another country is not prohibited in the
Ot — Shasters. The words used, Samudra Jutre, mean a sea-journey or a
journey to the sea; and this was formerly understood as meaning a
There 13 hardly a higher name in Sandzrit Literature, at journey to the sea for @he purpose of drowning one’s self. This was subse-

least on this side of India, than that of Pundit Modhusudhan
Smritiratna ;3 and this is what he said in his Kxamination
before the Public Service Commission :—

“T do not desire to be examined generally in the issues framed by the
Commission, but only with regard to the objections felt by orthodox
Hindus to a journey to England. A journey across the sea is, according
to the Shastras, a sin called “Pokirna” ; but it is not one of the eight
principal sins as laid down therein. It is such a sin as men usually com-

mit. A man committing such a sin would not be outcasted. There is no

difference between a journey across the sea to\Englaud and a journey to

‘any other place across thé sea. .A man who goes across the sea to the
.

-
[ )0
B

quently prohibited, but a journey over the sea to another country is not
prohibited, if the food and the cooking restrictions are observed. As re-
gards the food difficulty, it 1is considered by one school of Pundits that
the sin can be expiated, but that the person who commits the sin cannot
again associate with his caste-fellows. By the other school of Pundits,
it is considered that the sin cannot be forgiven, but that the performance
of expiatory ceremonies would allow the offender to mix socially with his
onste-fellows. I am rather inclined to agree with the first school of
Pundits in their opinion. I think that the text which has thas been ditfer-

ently construed applies to all classes of Hindus.”
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Here wo publish the Vyavastha of the late lamented Pangid

Taranatl Tarkabachaspati with Bengali translatoin.
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" OPINIONS OF MEN OF LIGHT AND LEADING.

Roy Bankim Chunder Chatterji Bahadoor, C. I. E. has, in the following
letter expressed his views regarding the movement.

_ - _ o To
?TT&C?U;@CM fafas atevmigawa Aymaatcarzd w3z te 59 MarARAT-KUMAR
7\3[$ X el adge s ~_ _ = ' . - -
?"— T aﬁc§g G TIRTA ieia «T IFAe Z309 BINOY KRISHNA DEB BAHADUR,.
TR T BRFNA T& sq4  fafre fga a1, 3fr & & s17 S, ’
fafws 233, w17 TI0A STR1a] f%2 527 ?M‘T awer o[f%s wfagl- TaE questions Wh1ch you wish me to answer are such as

are best answered by pr -ofessors of the Dharma Sastras. 1do

34 Ffatsa w1 <fafwss agamm warne =wwrw fuzea -
not profess the Dharma Sastras, nor am I.prepared to under-
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.
take the offi

to offer @ few observations regarding the present a“ltdtlon
about sea-voyages by Hindus,

In the first place, I do not believe that it is either possibie .

or desirable to promote social reforms by invoking the authority
of the Sastras.. I had to object on the same ground to the late
lamented Iswar Chaudra Vidyasagar’s proposals to suppresg

polygamy with the aid of the Sastras; and I have seen no

ground since then to change my opinion. This opinion I hold

on two grounds.

not by the Sastras but by custom. It is true, that,very often
custom follows the Sasfras ; but as often again custom con-

flicts with the Sastras, When there is such a conflictycustom”’ ( ® would be powerless.

carries the day, : «®

of expounding them. But I have no objection

The first is, that Bengali society is governed

| é

N N .n'}-n."
Lo AN & e o e B

%

The second reason for my opinion is that if society were \ir

everywhere governed by the Sastras, it is doubtful whether
the result will be social welfare. You seek to colledt the”
behests of the Sastras, regarding sea-voyages, and to induce
gociety to follow them ;—are you prepared to induce society
to be guided by the Sastras on all other matters as well ? One
of the precepts of the Dharma Sastras is, that it is the duty of -

the sudras to perform menial offices for the Bralmans ang-?

other superior castes;—do the sudras of Bengal follow the
precept 2 The sastras are not a guide here. Are any of you
prepared to enforce this precept 1 Do ydh think that any
endeavours to enforce it will succeed ¢ Will a Sudra-Judge
of the High-Court leave the bench or will the prosperous
Sudra Zemindar leave the Zemindar’s seat, to respectfully
tend the feet of the Brahman manufacturer of eatables 7 By
no means. Bengali society obeys a portion of the Dharma
The rest it has cast off
The same feeling of mnecessity
may induce it cast off what still remains. What good then

there is in seeking to ascertain the commands of the Dharma
Sastras? y

Sastras according to 1ts necessities.
because of its necessities.

»!
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® My own conviction is that it 1s xmposs?e %o carry oub

social reformation regarding any particular practice, merely

on the strength of the Sastras without religious and moral
This I have tried to

explain at length in my work on Krisna-Charitra. I have al-

regeneration along the whole line.

ready stated .that society here 1s governed by custom, not
by the Sastras.
there is an advance in religion and morals along the whole

Reforms in custom can be achféved only when

line. The present agitation is the outcome of the advance

- that has already taken place. As society advances gradually in

religion and morals, the objections agaiust sea-voyages will dis-
appear, or it any opposition should still continue to exist, 1t
But so long as the full measure of
advanpe is ot attained, so long it will be impossible to make
- seagvoyages acceptable to society.

But it h#® also to be observed that none of us are aware
of tie exact to measure of opposition which exists in Bengali
society towards sea-voyages. I see that whoever commands
the necessary means and is otherwise favourably circum-
stanced, does proceed to Burope when willing to do so. 1
have nobt come across a single instance in which the journey
to Europe was abandoned out of respect to the authority of
the Sastras. But I am also bound to admit that most of those
who return from TRurope remain outside the pale of Hindu
society. It is a ®uestion whether the fault lies with them, or
with Hindu society., On their return to this country they
volunteerly keep away from Bengali society by adopting
European habits and customs. They separate themselves
from us by adopting foreign costumnes, foreign habits ot
living, and foreign usages., Those who on their return from
Europe did not adopt this course have in many instances been
re-admitted into Hindu society. If gentlemen returning from
Europe did generally® resume habits and usages conformable
to Hindu society, it is impossible to say that they would be

as a body left outside 1ts precincts,

3 |
° ° .
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'
Lastly, I have to point out that before deciding the question) :
as to whether Sea-voyages are in conformity to the Djg, o
Sastras of the Hindus, it i1s necessary to decide whether 'it:nia
not in conformity to Dharma (religion) itself. Must we re'eci
that which is conformable to religion but opposed to Jth
Dharma Sastras, merely because it 18 opposed to the Dharme
Sastras ¢ Ma®y will say that alone which is conformable tz
the Hindu Dharma Sastras is religion ; and that which is not
conformable to them 1is irreligion. I am not prepared to
admit this. None of the older sacred books of Hindus say *' -
so. Krishna in the Mah4dbh4arata says,—‘“ Dharma is so called |
because it holds all. Know that for certain to b.e Dharma,

which contributes to the general welfare.” (Karna parvan.” e
59, 1xix.) -

If the Mah4bh4rata is not guilty of a falsehood, if he whom ¥
the Hindus worship as the Divine Incarnation I’S not éui]t of v
falsehood, then that which 1s for the general Welfaﬁ is e
religious. Now, are sea-voyages for the general welfare or
not ? If they are, why should they be opposed because they
do not happen to be encouraged by the Smritis ? . -z

I venture to think that Hinduism 1s not exclusively confined””
within the Dharma Sastras. Hinduism 1s Catholic in its scope.

In the hands of the saintly authors of the Smritis, especially

in those of the modern Raghunandana and Jthers like him, it

has shrunk into narrowness, But the Hindu religion was not
the creation of the Smdrta sages The Hindu religion is tradi-
tional and existed before them. It is nothing unlikely therefore
that there should be occasional conflict between the traditional
relicion and the Dharma Sastras. Where we find such a
conflict, we ought to prefer to follow she traditional religion.
I do not admit the existence of any conflict between religion
If such a conflict existed there would
be nothing in the Hindu religion to be proud of, If such a

couflict existed it would not be entitled to its name of the

and the Hindu religion.

’; %itornal Religion, No such conflict exists.
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Segsvoyages are

conformable to religion because they tend to thp general
good. . Therefore, whatever the Dharma Sastras may say, sea-

: voyages arg conformable to the Hindu religion,

BankiMm CHUNDER CHATTERJEE.
P

27th July, 1892. (Sd.)

Col. Ardagh, the private secretary to His Excellency the viceroy, has written
the following letter to Baboo Kiran Chunder Roy Zemindar of Narasl,

on the subject of Sea-Voyages among the Hindus :—

" . PRIVATE SECRETARY'S OH:FICE,
R GoveErNMENT HoOUSE.
- P Calcutta, 3rd January, 1892,
Dear SIE,

Accept my thanks for your good wishes. The pamphlet

on the subject of Sea-Voyages among the Hindus appears
to me to be deserving of wide publicity. It is obviously de-

 girable that it should be generally known that eminent Pundits

‘have pronounced Sea-Voyages to be consonant with the
Shastras. I heartily wish success to the moverient.

° Yours very truly,
J. C. ARDAGH.
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¢
Sir Alevande? idler, the Legal Member of the Viceregal Council, hug alk

dressed to MMaray Kumar Benoy Krishnae Buhadur :—
®

SIMLA.
17-4 1892,

My Dear ManarAas KuMAR,

I have no? until now had an opportunity of reading care-

fully the pamphlet you were kind enough to send me about g

Sea-voyages by Hindus. You will not expect me to give any

. . . . N o
opmnion .upon the iunterpretation of the Shastras, a question it

upon which I am quite incompetent to speak ; bug I amn sure
that if any means can be found to reconcile the orthodox

Hindus to voyages to Europe, and specially to England, it will” £

be of the greatest service to this country, e

. . o . ':"I.
| At the same time I entirely agree with “&at yon said in ey
your opening speech upon that occasion that any reformin ¥ .
the matter, to be useful, ““must be based upon the lines o‘f the '

Hindu method,” Whatever may be the case as regards
political reform—and even there I am not sanguing of the
result, if they come altogether from without—I am clear that
social reform must come entirely from within, and must be in

accordance with the feeling of the society, or they will be,%

if not a dead letter, a hindrance to progress, I agree also
thoroughly with the lecturer when he says that Hindoo society,
lik‘e every other living organization, has 1.1ndergone, and is
daily undergoing, change; but it must be recollected that,
as 1n the natural body, so in the body of society, such chauge
must be in itself indefinitely small, and must be assimilated
thoroughly before the next takes place. Too great changes,

and too rapid changes, ouly produce disease. I hope the

movement in favour of this particular® change will grow and
prosper. I am sure it would be very useful to English public

opinion if they saw more of Hindoo gen.tlemen. The English

ziea, of a Hindoo is too frequently taken from some Bearer or
A ] .
yab, who has accompanied his or her employer to Englaud,

3 e .
et B
e

VU%y .
e
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o

.. - and even the young men who come over to read Zr the bar or

at the Universities, do mnot mix enough with Englieh gentle-
. This is partly from
their being so few in number, and partly also, no doubt,
from the difficulties of language, which induce them to
stick a good deal together. I find the same, thing, in the

men to affect the feeling of society there,

opposite direction, when I am oue of three or four Europeans
in a company of Hindoos.

- But unless the movement is supported by men not only
of high rank but also of the very highest caste, two things

which do not always go together, it will not succeed. A man

% "must fegl that when he returns from such a voyage he will be

t A
t

welcoiged by his compeers in both respects, and neither left
outsof the religious ceremonies of his caste, nor looked upon
as an inferiomgby his social equals, otherwise the right men,
meh Qf social and racial importance, will no* have sufficient
inducement to cause them to take the lead ; and without them,
in so thoroughly aristocratic a society as the Hindoos, success
is impracticable.

My @ear Maharaj Kumar,

Yours very Sincerely,

ALEXANDER MILLER.
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Baboo Jogendri;, Chundra Ghosh of Khiddirpur has wrilten the following R 4 g And then their opinions will pass on to the cagjémen of the'
’ % %8Gl through their wasifs, csfidieife or ¢ whatever the
1, NEMAx MEgHAL RoaD, é namé may be. You hold that important position, “You must
Garden Reach, Calcutta. ? slowly ‘and quietly secure adhesions. And then when tjhe
4 fitting time comes, the decision should be enforced by taking

into samaj some of those who have made sea-voyages.

TN AR
wee By .

My Drar Mamaras Kumar,

I have received the pamphlet which you have been kind I think you will not take it amiss that I ﬁave written at

enough to send to me, /; this length. You wanted me to write an essay. But (.;he
{ question is one of pure deliberation. Agitation 1s a foreign

i o Believe me I appreciate your movement very highly, I° instrument and must be suited to our national ways.

R look upon it in this light :—
i K8

' : ) ¢ ‘ With kindest regards
- We Hindus are subject to (1) a temporal power in those . a
o . . YH e .
. wh? .Were orilce our I.imgs and are now in your unfortunate g: July'8, 1892. I remain,
L position of titular Rajas, and (2) the spiritdal po.wer of * . » :
b . : : Yours Sincerely
h Brahmans. The temporal power stands disorganized by having Y ’
n | been transferred to Musalmans and still ¥.lre so by the ..- ) ‘ JoGENDRA CHANDRA (GHOSH.
; . sovereignty of a Protestant power with whom the Arch-, .« o
! @’J o bishop (of canterbury ) is subordinate to the King, With us i
the splrltuq,l power ever since the time of Parasuram have :* The following is a copy of a letter from Babu Kally Prosunno Ghosh, an
abdicated all temporal authority ; and the temporal power - enlightened member of the Pathuriaghata Ghose family, to an advocate
have pup themselves, ever since the time of Ramchandra of T . of the movement.
Oude, under spiritual authority. NP JORABAGAN STREET,

Our Brahmans have had in addition to the well-known | 11¢h October, 1892,
functions I. g, Syrtoa, feaz, II. IH«, TYIFA, 71F the

' . MY DEAR SIR, °
one of ¥F9l. The last named function was exercised formerly

3 in various ways, But at the present time we have 3 classes I am in receipt of y Qur very kind letter f)f yesterday.
: g of Brahmans 1. Lay Brahmans from the High-Court judge to 1 rea.lly. do n?b. know how to. thank yon sufﬁclen.tl.;.r for the
your Brahman cook. They are no longer priests but their very kmd. opinion you en’tertam of me. I knov\T 1t is due to
children may any time return to the office. 2. Gurus, Purohits the parbi.ahty of a kind friend rather than a.nythmg.m me to
and Pujaris of no Sanskrit knowledge and 3. the Adhyapak deserve it. As {'egar.ds the sea-voyage qu.estlon, set in by the
class, It is this last named class who are now the support of Sobha-Bazar Raj family, I z.lm full;t sensible of the immense
4 Brahmarism. You have collected a mass of opinions from them advantage our countrymen will reap if they can _br.eak through
*5 . on the sea-voyage question. But the Adhyapaks must be the barriers in its wady. But we shall have to proceed with
; allowed to pronounce upon the subject at a 7| on such occa-  8reat care and prudence. We must af:t in harmony with the
% B sion as &1F or other, when they are called together for fqa{. true spirit of our Shasiras, so as not to unloose the very bond;
K &
; . . . .
. o . , ‘ : -
e T | — l
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which bind ~our society. It has been a matter for ‘congra)

*
.\

tulation that the eminent Pundits of the day have interpreted
our Shastras in favour of the movement, I am sorry, my
present 1ll-health prevents me from attending the Provir,]cial
‘Conference, proposed to be held on Thursday next, although &§
my naturally reserved disposition generally .keeps.me back

from attendifg meetings of any sort. But I can assure you

that the movement has my hearty sympathy, and though I am
pnable to attend the meeting in person, I am with you all in
spirit. |

Trusting this will find you quite hale and heart7, and offer- ©-

Ing you my most heartfelt greetings of Bijova in return.
] .
I remain, yours sinserely,

(Sd.) KaiLLy ProsunNo GHOsH,

-

.r

Baboo Surendra Nath Pal Chowdhury an enlightened Zemindar of Rana
ghat expressed his opLnions in the following letter,

RANAGHAT, ’

The 25th December, 1891.
Mouaras Kumar,

| BENOY KRISNA BAHADUR.
DEear Sig,

Personally I have full sympathy with the question of
Sea-Voyage —taken according to Hindu orthodox usage. I
ge.

shall try my best to consalt Brhamin Pundits of our countr
and ask them to give out the true version of onr Hindli7
shc.zstras on the question. My conviction is that no richt-
thinking man will hesitate to further the cause, .

?orrespond with you now and then what can I do to help vou
in the mattgr. o

Yours Sincerely,

; SURENDRA NatH PaL CHOWDHURY.

I shall

4

/

’V
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g 3
2 @)c Hor'ble Moharaja Bahadur Jogadindra Nath Roy of’l’Vatore, Writes
the following to Maharaj-Kumar Binaya Krishnd” Bahadur cof the
Shobhabazar Ryj family on the subject of Sea-voyage “wmongst the
G Hendus. :
No. 35, WELLINGTON STREET.
16-2-94.

My Drar Kumar BamADUR, ¢
S I desire to express my cordial sympathy with the sea-
§ voyage movement.: It is impossible for me to pronounce an
opinion upon the religious aspect of the question without
:¢ consulting emy Pundits. But regarding it merely from the
point of view of the good which it is likely to do I have no
¥ hesitation in saying that the movement is calculated to further
%comma‘ce, ®imulate education and contribute largely to the

& mattrial pros%'iby and the intellectual advancement of the

zg cou:ntry.

4
¥

(20N
» e .

Yours truly,
(Sd.) Jaeapinpra NATH Rov,

.4
w vl
- { :
3

m M
" Sir Richard Garth the late Chief Justice of the Calcutta High Court,
writes the following letter to Moharaj-Kumar Benoy Krishno Deb

Bahadoor.

DEeAR SIR, °

Pray accept my best thanks for the Report of the proceed-
ings at the Sobha-Bazar Meeting in favour of the Sea-Voyage
movement—1 have read it with the greatest interest.

You may be assured, that there are few old Indians who are
more zealous in the cause of Indian reform than I am ; and
although I cannot do much to help you, and my ideas of what

are useful and necessary reforms are not always in accordance
. » . N
with those of your more advanced liberals, there are some

points upon which we are heartily agreed, and as to which I

would gladly do all I can to lend you a helping hand, .
4 ' .
® ‘ e .
‘ 8
— : )
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P or good sense of the restriction, which you are anxious to
N abolish—I have talked to Hindu gentlemen about it over and

B 3L AP -

quite understand, that there may be some weight in what fell
BRI from Babu Janoki Nath Bhattacharjya, that you cannot always
. - interpret the Shasters from rationalistic or utiliterian reason-
| ing. But I think that learned gentleman would hardly like to

B
.

< > % —— e --v.-‘ - mer LT

B tion in former days, which have long since ceased to exist.

There can hardly be a doubt, especially dr.er the experi-

ey ——— Y

derive very great advantages from visiting England and other
foreign countries ; and it seems hard, that they should be
deprived of those advantages, unless there 1s some cogent
reason in favour of the deprivation.

- . ——
- . -ttt o —" . .

For myself, I wish with all my heart that I could see your
countrymen relieved not only from this, but from many other
restrictions connected with caste, which seem to me to have
retarded for years past not only their social ‘advancement, but
I should like to

see India what it ought to be ;—a hive of industry ;—a mine

their greatness and prosperity as a nation.

of wealth ; and a garden of prosperity.

* o~ .

Providence has been very bountiful to you. You have far
greater advantages than we have in England. You have within

| your own borders everychi:xg that you can want, for food
4. clothing and comfort ; and even for wealth and luxury. You
| have rice and corn stuffs far more than you require; an abun-
dance of fish, flesh and fruit ; tea, coffee, sugar and tobacco ;

silk} wool, and cotton ; mines and minerals—wood and coal ;

above all, you can command any amount of
price infinitely lower than we

P

e apr
o over again, and I must say, I never found one, who could give g
me any sensible explanation of 1t—1I1 do not presume to ques- §

s | tion the authbrity of any of your learned Pundits ; and I can

o admit that the Shasters are mere arbitrary rules, founded
IR upon no good principle of reason, or religion, or morality ;"
= and it may be, that there were good reasons far the restric-

ence of the last few years, that young Indian gentlemen do

/
( 27 )
labour,fat &
have to pay in England.
What you want, my good friends, is the spirit €nd enter-
Y prise and knowledge to utilize and appropriate all those' bless-
ings, and turn them to your own advantage. But to do this, you
S must take a lesson from Euaropean nations. Do’nt allow the
™ foreigners to rob you of your birth rights. Thww off such of
- your restrictions, as are not founded on religion or reason or
» y. Study that invaluable book, Smiles’ Self-help. Take
English enterprise and determipation', and you

L3

- moralit
-4 a lesson from
. will be a great people.
kD e

Very truly yours
RICHARD GARTH.

Ca
B
o
o‘??

hardly add, that I hope you will submit my
(and my friends, for 1 am glad to recog-
at the Sobha-Bazar Meeting. I wish
d I hope you will make any use

'

’

P. S I#4jpd

" letser, to your friends,

" nize many many as such)
the movement every success an

you please of this letter.

.

“We the un’iersigned having consulted learned Pandits
and ascertained the sense of the Shastras and the practices
of the ancient Hindus are of opinion that a journey to.a.
foreign country by sea and residence therein, if condneted in
accordance with Hindu usages, do not involve the loss of

caste.”’

Moharaja Sir Narendra Krishna Deb Bahadur, x.c.1.E. Shovabazar, Cal.
Raja Rajendra Narain Deb Bahadur. do,
Sir Romesh Chunder Mitter, Kt. Bhowanipur.

Raja Govindo Lall Roy Bahadur, Rongpur.

Kumar Rameswar Mallia, Searsole.
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| y - Bapoo Angada Prosanna Mukerji, Zeminder, Goburdan ! |
g »  ObhJ} Charan Guho, Calcutta. ' = % §@abu Lalit Mohun Dass, Burdwan. s/

,, Shoshi Bhusan Sinha, J uggernathpur, Nuddia. ¢ "
,, Gagun Chandra Sinha, Bohoran, Moorsheedabad. e
s, *Mohun Lal Roy. , do.

,, Jotirindra Chandra Sinha, Jolcool, Hughli.

,, Jotindra Nath Ghose, Baishnabtolla, Burdwan.

» Kissori Mohun Sinha, Calcutta.

, Bhupendra Narayan Ghose, Kulai, Burdwan. @
, Ngrendra Nath Ghose, Bansberia.

,, Gopendra Nath Ghose. do.

,, Brojendra Kumar Hazra, Bally.

,, Troilokhya Nath Sinha, Bhantua.

,, Charu Chandra Sinha, Raipur, Beerbhoom.

§ i S ~» Gopal Lal Mitter, Vice-Chairman Calcutta Municipality.

A RIS Kumar Manmatho Nath Mitter, Jhamapukur, Calcutta.
| Baboo Hem Chander Banerji, Govt. Pleader High Court, Calcutta.

? jﬁi" : ! ” Ka.llx Prasanna Ghose, Simla, Calcutta.

| ‘ﬁ..; o 3  .y Mohini Mohun Roy, Pleader High Court, Calcutta.

oo b ~»  Ramanj Kanta Roy, Zeminder Rajshahi. |
»  Jogendra Narain Acharjya Chowdhury, Zeminder, Mymensing.
» Harendra Narain Acharjya Chowdhury, do. do. W

R »» Kiran Chunder Roy, Zeminder, Naral. . -

T ~,,  Grindra Nath Bhose, Thanthania, Calcutta.

| | . o R Y Kally Prosanna Dutt, Vakil}High Court, Calcutta.

|aqt . »» Bany Madhub Bose, Beadlon Street, Calcutta. Ashotosh Gh do
; R . - »»  Kylas Chunder Mookerji Roy Bahadoor, Calcutta. 7 I): uvos d R(,) 5° Datuli. Burd | )
! ' S 5  Bissumbhur Moitry, Combuliatola, Calcutta. ~ »? & al:mo as doy,RL N .lur va[an.hl
o sy -~ Nilambar Mookerji, Ex-Prime-minister, Kashmif. ™ ” o obm.Chun. ra 1oy Rajhat, ugd y
i | - - 5 Mokhoda Das Mitter, Beneras. o’ Moth.urapa,tl l;.o y}; do.
o » Prya Nath Palit, Dingabhanga, Calcutta. §_ - - » g"““ "’3 ‘; & dO-
j‘ v 49 Norendra Nath Sen, Editor ‘“Indian Mirror.”t'ﬂ 1 Tan{ l;h 1\;:&1;11 (gh do.
: 3 " »y  Girindra Kumar Dutt of the Hatkhola Dutt-family, Calcutta. '&' ”e S.r :(; ° yona:)se ose: dz.
‘ %,J; o 55  Mati Lal Ghose, Editor ‘“Amritabazar Patrica.” | » Jl i e(sl.watl':‘ 11 Si .h do.
! | »»  Kisory Lal Gosain, Zeminder, Serampur. *”‘ » GO. l.n dra Cah dl:la a];as d o"
| 55 Dherendra Nath Dutt, Hatibagan, Calcutta. - > S.\;:'lerllldr; N;;Z Ghose 'Bally . .
Hem Chunder Mukerji, Zeminder Jonai, Choreb ... ” ’ ! .
o : ” ’ 1, Chorebagan ,Calcutta. . . s '
v -,y Rai Jotindra Nath Chowdhry, M. A., B. L,, Zeminder, Taki. 3 » :];hrpa.tl NatghChZitiri;;:' 4 Bax::ema.
e » Roma Nath Dutt of the. Hatkhola Dutt-family, Calcutta. . ? Hu r.le;s war ;iatatachar'i do.
N »s  Nobogopal Mitter, Editor “National Paper.” - » CLan z:rayan L .
S Dr. Omesh Chunder Mitter. | » Girish Chundra Haldar. do.
- ” Surjee Kumar Sarbadhikary. ‘. | ? ;;Vzorie;h lcé]iz:;a Mukerjt. 32’
3 Babu Ambica Charan Banerji, Bowbazar Calcutta. ' ” C;u{;dmaNath Ml;ker'i do.
N Raja Poornendu Deb Roy Mohashoy, Zemindar, Bansberia. 7 Preo Nath Baneriji " do.
| g' | Babu Govinda Gopal Ghose, Jajan, Moorsheedabad. ? Upendra Nath B;n.er'i do.
o Pundit Nemye Charun Siromoni. | ”? Aphore Nath Sinha :Bila.tuah '
Babu Achinta Nath Chackravarti, Bansberia. | ” ‘g , . .
Hari , , Golock Chandra Ray Mohashoy, Rajhat.
s arihur Ghose, Shibpur. ' ' d
Benode Behari Ghose. do - ,, Gopal Chardra Ray Mohashoy 0.
: ” Keshub Lal Hazra . do. : | ,, Hari Mohon Gangeoly. Bansberia.
4 7 . ’ " . Sarat Nath Mukerji, B. A, do.
!} ,» Kalipado Roy. do. : Nath Mukerj?® do
‘x s Abhoy Kumar Roy. do. | » Gabl ath Nu t;r](;h tterii do.
{-: ,y Punchanan Dass, Gobra, Burdwan. . L » Monmotha Na a _e. . .
R .| Asbutosh Ghosé ‘ ] do | ,, Promotha Nath Mukerji. dq
0 ” | ' o . Jogendra Nath Bhattacharji.  do,
® .
, . ® . ® .
ST AP )
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Babu Debendra Kishore Acharjya Chowdhury, Zemindpf, Myménsing.
,, Horihor Mukerji, Govt. Pleader Bankura. ®

( 80 )

Babu Mot} Lal Coomar, Khamarpara.
» Jotindra Nath Nundy, Shahagunge.

»» Nikunja Behari De. do. ., Kuloda Prosad Mukerji. do. e

» Sarat Chandra Bannerji. do. ,, * Ganendra Mohan Goswami, South Barrackpur.

» Chandi Charun Ghattak. - do. ,, Pramatha Nath Mukerji, late Sub-Judge. do.

» Tarak Nath Palit. do. ,, Jogendro Nath Mukerjee, Munsiff. do.

» Debendra Nath Bhattacharji. do. ,, Madhub Chandra Mukerjee. do.

» JogobunChu Mukerji. do », Nilkanta Mukerjee. do. @

» Surendra Chandra Bhattacharji. do. . ,, Bhaba Nath Banerjee, do.

s» Hari Nath Pal. | do. ,, Jadu Nath Mukerjea do.

9 Narendra Nath Bhattacharji. do. ,, Kisori Moharn Gossain, Serampur.

s» Nobin Chandra Banerji. do. p"“ ,, Umesh Chunder Chuckrabarti, Munsiff, Serampur. |

s> Gora Chand Chackraburty. do. i Rai Kedar Nath Chatterjea Bahadur. do. -

»» Rakhal Das Chuckrabarty. do. | = Babu Kedar Nath Chatterjee, Senior Govt. Pleader. do.

s Ramrokha Sinha. do. S ,, Abinas Chandra Mitter, Sub-Registrar. do.

» Sasi Bhusan Dobay. do. | | 5 o .Bhag%wan Chandra Gossami. do.

,, Poresh Nath Sinha. do. - ,,¢ Akhoy Kumar Roy Chowdhry. do.

y»y Sarat Chandra Chatter;ji. do. B | ’ LY ’ 1 Jal Mukerjee. do.

,,» Kedar Nath Ghosh, Hugli. &ar - o, ¥ 838 Chandra Lahiri. do.

s Ashini Kumar Mullik. do. | N ,» Akhoy Kumar Bhattacharjee. . do.

» Peary Mohon Roy. do. %, Nundo Lal Lahiri. do.

»» Ashutosh Dutt. do. ' | i ,, Nundo Lal Gossain. do. -

»» Satish Chandra Bannerji. do. - ? » Gopal Chundra Gossain. ‘;0-

sy Bama Charan Mullik. do. ,» Mohesh Chundra Lahiri, 0.

»s Birendra Lall Chowdhury. do. », Jivan Krisna Gossain. do.

» Gocool Chandra Mullik.  do. , Nilratan Roy Choudhury. do.

»» Susil Chandra De Neogy. do. , Behari Lal Saryal. do.

ss Sontosh Kumar De. do. ,, Becharam Gossain. do.

»» Neel Behari Pyne. do. ,, Gopendra Kumar Chatterjee. do.

sy Surendra Nath Dass. do. ,, Debendra (ﬁlandra Ghose, B. L., Bhowanipur.

,» Shib Chandra Mullik, do. Priyanath Mullick. do.

sy Satish Chandra Gupta., do. :: Ashutosh Biswas, M. A., B. L. do.

,» Norendra Nath Ghosh. do. ,, Atul Chandra Mukherjea. do.

»» Roma Nath Mitra. do. ,, Kanti Chandra Mukherjea, B. L. do.

,, Preranjan Basu do. ., Sasi Bhusan Banerjea, B. A. do.

s»» Surendra Nath Mozoomdar. ,,  Chandra Bhusan Banerjea B. L. do.

s» Hari Das Chatterji, Gariffa. ., Hemendra Nath Mitra, M. A., B. L. do.

»y Kali Prasauno Mukerji, Chinsurah. ,, Nogendra Nath Mitra. do.

s»» Shama Charun Bhattacharji, Bansberta. ,, Ashutosh Mukerjea, M. A., B, L. do.

5 | . ,, Surendra Nath Deb, Zemindar. dq. \
3 ]}(early two hundred heads of orthodox families round ., Ambika Charan Mitra, Zemindar. * do.
about Bansberia have signed the statement. , ,, Adya Nath Basu, L. M. 8, do.
o .
¢ ‘ ‘- * ® ) e
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KLdmar DAghineswar Mallia, Searsole, -
»s» Pramatha Nath Mallia. do.
Babu Jmunendra Lal Dutt, Betalbon.
» Chakan Lal Roy, Zeminder, Chakdighi.

»» Soshi Bhusan Roy. do.
»» Binode Bebhari Sinha Roy. do.
ss Shama Churan Ghosh. do.
»» Hridya Hath Chuckrabutty. do.
,s» Ram Krisno Basu. | do.
,» Fromatha Nath Roy. do.
. Ram Sudhya Bidyabhusan. do.
»» Rojoni Lal Roy. do.
,» Amrito Lal Sing Roy. do.
,» DBonomali Bhattacherji. do.
,, dJugal Kissore Sing Roy. do.

», Purnendra Narayan Sinha, Bankipore.
»s Mohini Mohan Chackrabarti, Pubna.
,, Jagendra Nath Mukerjee, Purnea.

- s

”
T
b1 P

Kumar Raj Narain Chaudhury, Babu Hemenara Lal Goswaray,
Narain Chandra Teyari, Bechoo Lall Patak, Nil Money Arbaju, Kartik
Lal Arbaju, Bepin Behari Mitter, Ganga Das Chuchravarti of Basail,
Mohesh Chunder Neogi of Debanibas, Umachurn Dutt, Mymensiugh.
Krishna Lall Mozumdar, Hari Nath Cundu, Mathura Nath Koy Chow-

dhury, Chandra Nath Dey, Surjya Kumar Dass, Bhola Nath Mitter, =
Hara Kumar Chatterji, Baidya Nath Chakrabarti, Babu Aghore Nath :=
~ Sannyal of Kulgachi,
Ganguly, Ram Cumar Ghose, Nabokishore Karmakor, Muktear, Kailash -

Hari Das Ghosh of Belur, Abinash Chunder

Chunder Xarmokar, Muktear, Ram Kishore De, Brajendra Cumar
Muker;ji.
Bose of Nasirabad, Gyanendra Nath Guho, Surendra Nath Roy, Satipore,
Kashi Nath Chakrabarti, Bansi Nath Pal, Gajendra Narain Dass, Rash
Behari Ghose, Bidu Nath Guho, Dwarka Nath Banerji and Aswini Cumar

Banerji.

. M@educated young men.

Babus Madon Mohun De, Behari Lall Bisi as, Nobin Chunder -

s
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81 - The Vice-Chancellor Hon’ble--J ustice Gm.'-u ass DBaner)t,
B .forred in his speech. at the convocation to the guestion gf

< ea-voyages among Hindoos. ‘He said :— - _ -
. “The .mov'ement recently set on foot to reconcile sea-voyages with
h indoo- orthodoxy. may, if it succeeds, stimulate commercial activity and

nt._erprise, and - thereby open out fresh fields of ex:xployment for our

Dewan Bahadur Raghuunath' Rao thus writes on thg‘
question of ;Sea.-_Voyage.s.:——.— o o
“With reference to the letter of “A Brahu{in.” on Sea-voyages, pub-
lished g‘ your jssue of the 12th instant, 1.:ny opinion 1s 1.;h'a.t aCC(‘)l‘dl;lg— to
:’,the ,funda,mental principles of the Vedic Ar.yan Re:'hglon travels to
sintrieg beyss=apgeas is no sin. The prescribed (?utles b.y the Shaster,
"—ﬁ\'cannot g?,, Y wherever he may go. 'The dut.xes.; c.onmst of’ what he
€ishould not do. -~ So long as he discharges his duties, it is immaterial where

M he i \ : i i ooniam nor Papam.
Sihe is. - The discharge of these duties creates neither 7 »

1 do not know what are the exact English words to these two Sanskrit

The aforesaid duties command us to love and worship God by
e ourselves, and not to injure ourselves or our
ted food and drink, and by being gelfish at our
Aryan is stated in the Grecian Histories to
tries beyond Bharatavarsha,

g
-

- .words. ¢
~ treating His creatures lik
’:*%;:‘;neighbours by using prohibi
' neighbour's expense. An

" have followed Alexander the Great to countrie
lived there like an Aryan, and behaved like an Aryan,”

Svrami Alaram,—the great political Sanyast expressed his
~ opinions in the Nagpur-Congress. He said :—

«“The loss of. caste, consequent on a sea-voyage, i3 a pure misconcepsion.
. 'i Sea-voyage is not an ekadasi fast that is broken by eating a grain of gram,

- . - hd - - [ J .
-There is no harm in a person cooking his own food and eating it anywhere

- Here you drink water brought to you through pipes, and !
i have to do the same. This in no way would take away your cas&e.- It is
. gtated in Nannuck Chandrodaya that Guru Nannuck went to Mucca for

- +the people, still he did not lose his caste.

« would lose it by undertaking a sea-voyage 7-
L XN :
°9 ¢ * -

N\

there too you

How think you, then, that you
Though sixty years old and
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3. aq.nnyasx (h.e\mlt) still, if 1. be -alive, certainly I would go to Englan:l

and with this vie¥ I have commenced studying English. That well-known
Enolxshman, Mr. Bradlautrh died while labouring for your good then
don’t you feel ashamed in shrinking from visiting England, his birth-land,

*his® home, whxch his death has hallowed. A series of Clongresses held in
India would hot be 5o effective in rousing public attentnon in Britain as a
“single Congress in London., Let -us, therefore, hold ‘our Congress in
1894 in London Before the threshold of our Mother Empress Victoria and
pray her to redeem those solemn and sacred pledges given by Parliament
in 1833 and by Her Majesty herself in 1858.”

( 84 )

~¥

The late lamented Moha.raJ-Kumar Nil KPISDO Debt

‘Bahadoor uttered he following few lines in the 2nd Ca.lcubt,a. )

Congress :—

#The cheers that you have accorded to the v
elear indication of your views as to the necessity of a

N N
-~ 7 ;3peakers aro a
ission to Engldnd.

' never could have thought that so many gentlemen would be reqmred |

‘to support this resolution, believing that you would at once adopt it when

it was proposed. We stand before the British public as complamants

and the Indian Government is the defendant. The British Parliament
‘ghould be considered as the real jury before whom we are to lay our case.
Under the circumstances I think it is only proper and necessary that we

should send this our proposed grand mission to England as you have
already sent a few individuals to feel the way for them.”

¢

— oy = v —_— -

The late lamented Pandit Prano Nath Sarwasati expressed
his’ opinions before the Congress Meeting held at Calcutta,
1890.

“Gentlemen, belonging as I do to a race whose limits are the snow-clad
‘Himalayas and the dark waters of the ocean, and claiming as I do some

¢ Nt
L)

acquaintance with our ancient Brahman literature. I can truly testify
that there is nothing in the tenets of our religion which prohibits sea-

_voyages a8 such, that, I am confident, is ﬁhe better opinion, and I can

also t;éstlfy, as being in touch with the true orthodox opinion in Upper
India, that if it should please the country to endorse the mandate

of the Congress, with regard to the meeting in Loudon in 1892, which

(
e '

/

( 35 )

-

Iérope will be endorsed at our next Congress meeting in Indi ? and ifyyou:-
will take care to meet to the best of your power the specia requirements:
of orthodox Hindu gentlemen—and I have no doubt the best endeavours:
will be made—if these wants are met I can assure you there will be no.
difficulty in getting representative orthodox Hindu gentlemen from:
Upper India to represent your country.” . :

’

—‘B'a..bdo Bhupendra Nath Bosu, M. A., B.L., Attbrhéj gt-la!ﬁ
thus said before the N agpur Congress :—

“ We, in Beno'al have made up our minds, and found our men.

Reverend Pundits learned in the Shastras have pronounced that there is
no harm in a sea-voyage. Long before the question of sea-voyages had

become the burning question of the day, the only passage in the Shastras;
‘which the opgonents of reform ecited in support of their narrowminded

sviews, was interpreted for other purposes by the late Pundit Taranath

ka-Bachasr ¢
InNja, and BHLX

- drownmcr one-self in the sea was what was ‘interdicted in the Ka.hyuga.

ntominstly considered in his time the first grammanan of

that not sea-voyages, but the expiation of sins by

Throuoh a wrong interpretation of one single passage in the Shastras, We
Hindus- had been burning our widows for centuries, and throucrh the
wrong interpretation of another passage, we have shut the door on our
progress. Well, gentlemen, the question of sea-voyages, 80 far as Bengal
is concerned, has, thanks to the energetic efforts of Maharaj- Kumar)
Benoy Krishna, been practically settled, and orthodox Hindus, hoary
with age, and of indisputable authority, have pronounced themselves iii
their favour. I have no doubt that the other provinces of India will
readily find men to gspouse our cause in England. The Central Provinces
have pronounced their verdict. My friend, Mr. Mudholkar, eontinues to
be the same respected member of Hindu society as he was before he went
to England, at the mandate of the Conaress and in obedience to the call

of duty,”

Mr. Parthasaradhi Naidu from Madras spoke to the same
effect. He said :— |

- «I, however, think it reasonable that the arrangements of the
London Congress shouldsbe suspended as signified in the resolution in
question. I consider the causes that have contributed to the syspension
as Providential ; for during the two years that will elapse, Pundits and
others might thoroughly mvestwate the questlon of the feasibility or

)
J . i’ »
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otheryise of gea-voyages, s0 that there wight not be any persecutio::

when the band of Congress Delegates returned from England. I have:
much pleaspre in announcing the report that H. H. the Maharajah of.

Mysore and His Highness the Rajah of Bobbili are contemplating visits

to England, and that they have asked the opinion of the Pundits in-

Southern India and Benares on the question of sea-voyages. It is almost
certain that’ the result of this investigation will be favourable and hope
therefore that Deglegates from India will be able to go 1in a body to

I*.j.ng!and and present to the British public their grievances in the most
right loyal manner possible.”

We extract the following few lines from the" Report of
the Sizth National Social conference held in Allahabad, 1892,

in which the How'ble Justice Mahadeb Gobind Ranade ex-

pressed his opinions ;—

“In proposing this Resolution, Rao Bahadur Mah L savind Ran;ld‘e
observed that this question of sea-voyages had reache®% s ;”ge', wherefall
that was necessary for its satisfactory settlement was organized action on
the part of the leaders of native societyffhe agitation in Bengal wa;s
well kept up throughout the year, and thanks to the efforts of Kumar
Vinaya Krishna Bahadur, Mr, Surendra Nath Banerji and ofhers, the
pld orthodox leaders—both Pandits and laymen—had been fairly won over
to the side of progress. It was a sensible advance to notice that large
i_mmbers of Pandits and laymen had been convinced that the Shastras
did not consider distant sea-voyages and residence in foreign countries
as acts involving in themselves any degradation. On his side of the
country, Mr. Ranade stated this question has had & longer history, ex-
tending over more than 100 years. @ Under the Peshwa’s rule, two
Bra.mhin agents of Shrimant Dada Saheb Peshwa had gone to England
110 years ago, and on their return had been taken back into orthodox
society. Fifty years ago an agent of the Satara Rajahs, who had goue
to England, had been similarly received back into society. Since then
there had been a regular series of accumulated [Srecedents, in which the
head Acharyas of different sects had made thesame pronouncement time
after time after most serious deliberations. On the Madras side also the
question was exciting deep interest, and as aeproof of it, he would point
to the /pfresence among them of a learned Pandit Kustur Rangacharya,
who had been expressly deputed by the Government of His Highness
the Maharaja of Mysore to explain to them the views of the learned men

e
-
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of that Province. Under thess ' circmnstances Rao Babmdur Ranade
thought that it was not necessary for him to take up the time of the-
meeting unnecessarily, aud he would-at once ask, with the permission of
the meeting, Pandit Rangacharya, who did not understand English, to
favour them with an exposition of the Shastras on this vexed question.
in Sanscrit. The Pandits are according to some friends our real leaders,
and here we have a living authority, expounding the meaning of the old
texts in a way which left nothing to be desired. Neither sea-voyage nor
foreign.residence involved in themselves any forefeiture of caste or social
degradation.”

Pandit S, E. Gopalacharlu thus writes in the Asiatic

»  Quaterly Review,~—July, 1892,

“Ouwr artisdns and workmen require to know about the improved tools
/a.t;é _Processes of manufacture used by the foreigners, and unless some of
) people ff:‘?" d it is not likely that this knowledge will be gained
for ‘the countPy*®Tt is humiliating to think of how many of: the articles

in 'dail_;; use in this country by almost all classes are imported from abroad

instead of being manufactured here. We do not use a single pin that
has not been made in Europe, and even our paper— except the most
common qhalities—has to be made for us by foreigners. Our cultivators
are ignorant of the best and most economical methods of agriculture, and
go our land is not as productive as it ought to be. On every account it
is necessary that some of our more intellectual men should visit England
and other European countries in order to find out what means may be
taken for the improvement of the condition of this country. We should

- remember the exanMle of the Russian Emperor Peter the Great, who

went to England and worked in a shipyard, and then went back to teach
his own people how to work.” . o

»

The Hon’ble H. H. Risley thus said in the Shovabazar
Meeting held on the 19th August, 1892. |

“Although this is a mieeting of Hindoos assembled for a peculiarly
Hindoo purpose, the Chairman has been good enough to permit me to
say a few words in expression of my sympathy with the object of the
mecting and in support of its aims. .In my opinion the more Hindoos

y
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go-to Bngland¢he better.. A variety of causes, which I need not atternpy

to specify now, have brought' about the remarkable result that the higher:

culture of the upper clagses in this country rests upon the basis of English

literature and history. To get the best out of a distinctively-English-

oulture, it is obviously essential to visit England itself. In all depart-

ments of knowledge, literary scientific and political residende in England,.
even if it be only for two or three years, can hardly fail to be of the:

greatest benefitsCto the Hindoos educated on an English basis, and the:

gain of the individual  will in. the long run be the gain of the society to.
which he belongs. . ,

As regards the obstacles which the Hindoo system offers to these
visits, I am not competent to speak. But I venture to tell you an ex-
perience of my own which throws some light upon the way ‘the question
is regarded by the Hindoos of Western India or, at any rate, by some

sections of them. Two years ago I happened to be present in Berlin at a--

meeting of the German Colonial Society held to discuss the devetopment

of German East Africa—the country. lying between Zanz1bar and Lake: -

Tanganyika. Some of you may possibly know thatffk #h
Germans have very magnificent ideas as to the futuPM: their Afrit

Colonies, and expect them to develop-into an Empire compairable to India.t |

Any way the meeting I was at was a very large one, and some of the
most influential men of the Colonial party were present. It will perhaps
surprise you to hear that the main question discussed with the utmost
vigour and very strong language on both sides was what attitude ought
the German Government to assume towards the Hindoo merchants settied.
in Bagamoyo, Dar-es-Saulam, Pangani and other places on the coast.
According to the German officials these Hindoos were so numerous that
the whole trade of the African coast was in their hands—both wholesale
and retail—and the fate of the Colony was said to d&pend upon the mode
in which they were treated, One party wished to expel them in a
summary Prussian fashion, because their loyalty to German interests could
not be depended on, and the other wanted to retain and encourage them.
The grounds of the controversy are immaterial for our present purpose.
All 1 want to ask is: If the Hindoo traditions are as uncompromisingly
opposed to sea- voyages as the Pandit who just now spoke in Bengali wants
to make them out to be, how dul these Hindoe merchants come to be in
East Africa at all? They could not have got there by land., It would
seem theu that in the Bombay Presidency theshigher castes to whom the

merchants who trade with East Africa certainly belong do not take quite
the same view of the-Hindog traditions-as some of the Pandits of Bengal.
And the logic of facts which shows us a: large -and flourishing settlement

¢
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of Hindoo in East Africa, and constant intercourse betweefl that- eduntry

aund Bombay may perhaps in'the end. be trusted to get the better of th
Pandxts - x

| But gentlemen, is it primd fucie likely that this nat?row and pedantic
construction of Hindoo tradition can be correct ¥ 1 do not believe it. - So

far as my studies of the Hindoo religion and the Hindoc social system have

gone, nothing has struck me more than their extraordifary flexibility and
adaptiveness. We were told the  other day that Hindooism is declining.
I do not agree in that view. I have served in several out-of-the-way
districts, and had occasion to look carefully into the spread of Hindooism.
So far from losing ground one could trace it year by year, or certainly

.. decade by degade, absorbing by a process of impalpable but sure prosely-.

tising whole tribes who until recent times has been beyond its pale. One

... answer af any rate to Mr. Monro’s recent lecture might be given in the
‘words of an Eyglish poet.
| ~

“Look west where whole new thousands are. »
; ‘sz u-land what a.vatar,”

’ “Ave we now to be told that Hindooism which is so comprehenswe
in its grasp and adapts itself so readily to the needs of such diverse bodies
of men is unable to solve this comparatively minor problem of the social
consequerces of a sea-voyage ? One would have expected other things.
Looking at the Hindoo system from one point of view one is tempted to
compare it to two august constitutions—the English constitution and the
Roman Catholid- Church. It resembles the first in its adaptiveness in its
power to constantly changing to meet changed conditions of life if
resembles the second in its comprehensiveness. It has room in it for the
Pantheistic philosogher and for the latest wild convert from some form of
fetichism ? Can you say more for any system than that ? Only I observe—
and this evening’s proceedings lend point to the observation—the Hindoo
religion seems to have no central authority—it has not yet set up a Pope.
If ® had, the difficulty we have just been discussing could hardly have
a.rlsen You would not have had to appoint a committee to search the
scriptures and report their view of sea-voyages. People would have gone
to the supreme authority and got their orders. As it is, authorites seem
to differ, and one can only hope that the common sense of the community

will evolve some reasonable solution.”
: ]

‘Babu Sarat Chunder Dass, c. 1, u., thus said :—

“Gent‘}emen,-—-—l have entered this halP without any preparation to
. speak on the subject before you., After listening to the lecture and the
)
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Anmnsi'ng'sﬁee‘ﬂhes ‘made by the Pundits, I collected a few points to sz&dy

vne or two words in the way of comment. But as the spell of Mr.
Ba.unerjee’saeloquence and the thoughtful speech of the Hon’ble L.{[r.’Risl'ey
have banished them altogether from my mind, I am unable to make any
're'ma.tjk; I shall, therefore, place before you one or two facts regarding
sea-voyage which I consider useful. In doing so, allow me first to explain
what I uunderstand of the meaning of the subject in question, “Does a
Hindoo lose his ciste by crossing the sea ¥’ The question whether he will
lose his caste by going to America or Europe, is not before us. I read
‘the little pamphlet on Sea-Voyage which Kumar Benoy Krishna Kindly
gave me the other day. I noted one or two points in it, and interrogated
the Pundit of the Asiatic Society as to what may be the comparative

He said

that the moral merit of bathing in the sea exceeded that of bathing in
Ganges. The former being, indeed, the repository of all the sacrad waters .
of the world, and millions long to require that merit by ablutign in the
Gunga Sagor. From this it is evident that there is no unholiness ¢n the-

=

sea. There cannot be any demerit in crossing it. Thyjecord poriy:
whether a Hindoo (proper) would consider it defi $ab to sit togefher
on board the ship with other people. Regarding this I would like to
know if you all are aware what is going on in some of the districts in
‘Bengal. For instance, let us see what is the practice followed by the
people of Chittagong, Noakholly, and Comillah regarding sca-voyage.
About forty years ago, the people of these districts used to come to
Calcutta for business, or to travel for pilgrimage to the holy places in the
North-West Provinces by the circuitous route across the jungles of
Backergunge and Sunderbund. This journey which would generally take
20 or 22 days was regarded with dread by the people on account of the
piratical habits of the Natives of Sunderbuud. At ¢ghat period Brahmin
youths from these three districts, undergoing the privations of this
Journey, used frequently to visit Nuddea for learning Sanskrit. But as
soon as B. I. Navigation Company opened their steam for service between
Calcutta, and Chittagong, the people of the above districts abaugb,t:‘ed
the circuitous Sunderbund-route. The Brahmans, who had a terror for
sea-voyage, aslied the advice of the Nuddea Pundits as to what course to
follow. Under the circumstances the Pundits freely gave their opinion

‘that the Biddharti would do well to undergo the steamer journey. The

number of Pundits of Chittagong, that used Jfo go to Nuddea at that
period, was about 120. Last year I met with a large assembly of
Brahmans on the occasion of my mother’s shrad, when I asked them if

‘they still go to Nuddea, they told me that no one among them is consi-
~dered a Pundit who has not read under a Nuddea Pundit at least for

C
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12 years. Census can alone tell us with accuracy the numper of Brahmans
who inhabit these three districts. The opening of railway 4dn Eastern
Bengal aud also river-steamer service have now-a-days diverted the way
of the people ?f Comillah to go to Goalundo, and it is only lately they
have commenced to travel westward by rail in preference to steamer.
The President, Sir Narendra Krisna, and Kumar Benoy Krishna possess
extensive zemindari in Comillah. It is easy for themgo ascertain from
their own talukdars and tenants in what number a few years ago, the
Comillah people used to come here via Chittagong. The Hon’ble Mr. Risley

- who is the head of the Statistical and Marine Departments, could tell

you how many millions of Hindoos make sea~voyages from here and the
Eastern Districts of Bengal and Orissa. Orissa is a part of Bengal, and

the Uryas are Well known for their caste tenacity. I believe no less than ~

two millions of Hindoos are annuall y carried across the sea by the B. I. S.

-2nd Chandbally steamers, from Chittagong, Akyab, Rangoon and Orissa,

Has anyaone of #hem ever lost his caste 1
» ) A
o vleaving Indisg shores, we may travel for further evidence on this

& st. At Shanghai, there are about 100 Hindoos who
have gone there from Benares, Allahabad, Cawnpore and the Punjab, and

all of whom are employed in the Department of Police, the Military
Department, and in commerce. At Hongkong, while living as the guest
of a Mar\)‘rari Hindoo merchant, I met with a merchant of Hyderabad
in Sind. He told me that several of his Hindoo friends had shawl firms
at Yokohama and New York. Two of his brothers also were at the time
[1885] at New York. I askel him and my Marwari host, how was it
that they were not cast out of society for having undertaken sea-voyage
to such distant places. They told me that they always carried with them
a large quantity of dry food such as parched rice, flour, treacle, luche,
gaze and larw. They drew fresh water from a tank like reservoir in the
steamer, from which salt has been drawn out by a chemical process. [ So
they had no necessity of carrying water from the Ganges as the sea-water
can My converted into fresh water.] At Bangkok I saw a class of Hindoos
called Cling or Kalinga who have temples, gods and goddesses like those
of ours. There are twenty Brahman families who perform the coronation
ceremony of the King of Siam, prepare the calendar, and serve His
Majesty as Court astrologérs. The chief of them wears the decoration
of the order of White Elephant.
. N
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.. re-actionary customs, which only have the effect of retarding our national

OPINIONS OF PRESS.

.

The Indian Mirror of 20th August 1892, writes :—

“‘Ships were not unknown to Indo-Aryans. They went to different
parts of the worl(, and Hindu archeological remains are to be found still
in South America. Commerce flourished among the Indo-Aryans, because
they knew how to navigate ships. Neither their religion nor their social
customs prevented them from undertaking sea-voyages. The bar to our .’
crossing the sea is only an introduction of later growth, like similar other

progress. We cannot understand why we should lose ca\éte, 1f we visit

foreign countries without trespassing on our tenets as good Hindus, and

without sacrificing our nationality. The lands of cther nation are as muckt* -
God’s lands as Hindustan, and a custom or a law which pre"%ents ofir seeing )
other lands, and cultivating friendly and business 1elations with 'ﬁhgm: xd
cries against very Nature. We ought to see as ml ¥ e¥%od’s univerie,
and to enlarge our knowledge of men and things as we -an%'before‘ we die.
It is certain that we cannot be a great commercial people unless we cross
the blue-black seas, and visit distant countries, and open trade relations
with them. 1t is thus, and thus alone, we can advance our material
prosperity, and save ourselves from the pangs of starvation.” They are
our enemies who stand in the way of the fulfilment of such a purpose.
The sea-voyage movement among the Hindus is a most impcrtant one;
and the modern Hindus, who have fallen so much from the position of
their ancestors, will add immensely to their honour and happiness, by

making the thing a success without doing the least injury to their
religion.” o

/

The Indian Mirror of 17th August 1892, writes :— "~

“Next in importance to the question of religion among the Hindus,

18 the question of their material prosperity. Strangely enough, it is in

the name of their religion, and using that religion as their pretext, that

the Hindus have brought about their present material decadence. In the

name of their religion, they marry early, consummate their marriage

early, do many other foolish things; and, most important of all, in the

-name of their religion, they refuse to cross kala-pani and travel to foreign

lands by sea. It is not that our home-loving Hindus have ever homely
' \

¢ '

/

'-c.’ not ,éee why the Hindus, as a people, should not attain to material pros-
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"could be met at DBEauritius; Mozambique, or Natal, and that at the
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Wits, but want of locomotion and enterprise does not bring their wits into
fair exercise. The Bengalis are only now to be seenyin distant places
like Peshawur or Quetta, but then not in any independent gvocations of
trade or commerce. The Marwari, we believe, is a good Hindu, but it is
exceedingly creditable to him that he is ubiquitous. He is not educated
in our sense of the word, but that does not hamper him a bit, and wher-
ever e goes to Cabul, or Balkh, or Hong-kong, everywhere his strong
banking and trading instincts bring him: a fortune in a ghort time. Only
a day or two ago, a Bhattia gentleman addressed a letter to a vernacular
contemporary of Bombay, in which he said that though Hindus, his
caste had never been divided on the question of sea-voyages, that Bhattias

moment of writing, he himself was: engaged in organising a party of ,
Bhattia and ‘other Hindu tourists to proceed to Chicago to witness the
World’s Fair. Marwaris and Bhattias among the Hindus make sea-
voyages, "and ave engaged in trade and commerce, and thrive well, but
the vas? majorfty of the Hindus are steeped in indigence. And yet we do

rich in its raw products, but foreign traders export
some of them," facture them into things of everyday use, and import
them back to India. All the gain is theirs, and all the loss is ours. And
yet we go on complaining of our growing poverty, though the remedy
Hindus travelled from land to land in
Who saysso ? Who lays
down the law ? Babu
Bunkim Chunder Chatterji said very truly that the Hindus of to-day,
at least of Bengal, are governed more by custom than religion, and they
are displeased, because he has sought to bring the naked truth home to
them. Maharaj-Kumar Benoy Krishna is the representative of a most
respectable orthodo® Hindu family of Calcutta, but because he happens
to hold liberal and enlightened views, and because he leads the movement
of sea-voyages, he is being anathematised. But as to those who attack
Babg Bunkim Chunder Chatterji and Maharaj-Kumar Benoy Krishna,
al‘i‘iﬂ' better Hindus, in point of religion than the gentlemen whom
they attack ?
the Hindus have fallen away from their rveligion, and are swayed by
customs which came into  existence, God knows how. But even these

“parity. Indix_,ﬁ}ﬁ%‘f

lies so entirely in our ewn hands.
. s »

ancient timesx, but they must not do so now.

They say, their religion ; we say, mere custom.

A

i

We must say, at the probable risk of angering many, that

kT
’&ﬂ‘
A

customs are not held paramount except in the case of sea-voyages. So

long as one conforms to the outward forms of orthodox custom, so long

he enjoys the reputation of being a good Hindu. Let him pérform a

Sanskara or two, and he has discharged all his religious duties, and the
- » » P - ]

remaining eight or nine Sanskaras need never be performed. And thus
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wedde(d to cusfom, and not to true religion, the Hindus go on, poorer ane’
poorer every day, in spirituality, and sunk deeper and deeper in abject
poverty. God’s wide universe they cannot see, but this little earth, on
which they are born, veven that they obstinately refuse to know. They
will :remain at home, moaning and groaning, but they will not use the
wings of freedom which they possess like any other people. They com-
plain of foreigners draining away the wealth of the country, but are
they not themselves much more to blame for it than those foreigners,
who are, after all, making the best of their opportunities 3"

““«-  The Indian Union of Allahabad thus writes :—-

“In these provinces the question is not of so much impor tance. The

o Ji/.,
Kayasths, various classes of Brahmans and other caste- -men have takeri”

“England-returned” barristers, merchants and other persons Wlthout
much fuss about it. If the highest caste Brahmin gges to England.'«mﬂ

lives carefully to the orthodox Hindoo style, ready togh. b

s tm the dictates
of the orthodox Hindoo community—no one will havs the slightest

objection in taking him back. This we can safely assert. So we have
not much anziety for our men here, who may go to England for the
country’s cause. But the orthodoxy of Bengal, it seems, is differently
constituted. Some of these have raisel a hue and cry in defiance of

honesty, candor and decency over this question which would not raise

them much in the estimation of their sensible fellow-conntrymen both
in and out of Bengal. There are Hindus, our Bengalee friends must
know, beyond the limits of Bengal Proper—who are better Hindus than

modern Bengalees, generally speaking, can ever claim to be. They observe

the rigid discipline of caste, they do not take fool prepared by others,
and mostly cook their own food, observing Hindu rites as strictly as they

can be observed. What is the average Bengal Hindu of to- -day, to these
truly orthodox scions of the Aryan race ? ,:'_' ,
Now censure apart, let ussee whether sea-voyages are prohlblted to
the real Hindus. The only texts against samudrayatrasvikaram in the
Kualiyug occur in an wpapurana, the authorlty of which has all along
been disputed and never practically obeyed.  For in the same breath the
writer prohibits asceticism : and the race of sanyasis, sadhus and yogis
bespeak of the utter Worthlessness and pra,ctlcal impotence of the texts
alluded to. To add to this, the best interpreters, annotators and pro-

fessors, indeed most of them are unanimous in declaring the texts do

/ B
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ot prohibit every kind of Samudyray.tra or sea-voyage. , What better
practical proof can there be of the impotence of the texts referred
to than pointing aut to the thousands of Bengalee Pilgripns who visit
the temple of Puri and cross the Xalupini on board the British
steamers ? We need not mention those who go to Madras, Ceylon,
Rangoon a.nd other places and thus undertake sea-voyages, nor the trans-
ported criminals received back into the bosom of Hindu Society. The list of
the Pilgrims to Puri will alone suffice fo bring the pseudq-orthodox to their
senses. It follows that sea-voyages are not to be condemned merely because
they are sea-voyages. There remains the most reasonable objection which
a genuine orthodox Hindu may bring forward, »iz.—the question of par-

~ taking prohibited food. Certainly orthodox Hindus cannot permit that,

nor is it desirable that they should do so. Society is bound to keep its ),
prestige and’orthodoxy, is bound to obey the Sastras. It is therefore
desirable that arrangements should be made for orthodox Hindus to proceed
to England without partaking of the least objectionable food whatever,
and livdng in tde genuine orthodox style. For those who will not or cannot
conv’emently do thlS, must be enforced the observance of a penance in ac-
cordance” witl; Iz tras, as taking of prohibited food is but an uwpaepatak,
or minor cr mﬁ Lt are fully aware that custom, with us, has preference to
the Skastras which it should not have. We are equallv certain of the fact
that it is impossible to guide or reform the backward members of society,
unless you attempt to convince them in a throughly moderate, prudent
and reasbdnable way. We do not therefore agree with the dashing re-
formers of our land, as we cannot agree with the extremely bigotted
section who will not listen to the Shiustras or reason, but have their own
way, simply because of their having'imbibed a custom which the Sastras
do not enjoin and which is not observed by all who have the right to call
themselves orthodox Hindus.

Bengal, of all our Provinces is the first to come under British rule
and it has therefore been forward in many respects. Let it not be back-
ward now in taking practical steps to further the country’s good, leaving
Pa jeuds and quarrels aside. Customs may and do change, but not

the“$Mstras. So it is advisable td base orthodoxy on the Skastras and
not on customs however old.”
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.'Rhe Indian Daily News of 15th November 1892, thus

writes :— -
L

“It must be a matter of extreme satisfaction to all lovers of progress
to note the steady way in which thijs movement is gradually gaining
ground among the Hindu community. It makes one's heart leap with zucl,
ecstacy of joy to find the educated orthodox Hindus come forward with
the full sense ofgthe duty which they owe to their motherland in their

praise-worthy endeavour to cast off those prejudices and blind bigotry

which bar national Improvement. They are now beginning to perceive

what an amount of mischief to the nation has beemn perpetrated in the name

of their sacred religion when the ban against sea-voyage was first

g, fulminated,

-

g It was the darkest day in the annals of the Hindu race.
It was associated with those evil days which were connected with national
humiliation for the Hindus. It was propagated at the time when the

glory of the Hindu nation was on the wane and Mahomedan supermacy- -

Wifih its concommitant evils, was asserting itself throughout the :empire.
It is strange, on the other hand, that the practice of+sea voyage is aluwavs
associated with the brightest days of all nations, § ¥ or

any other nationality. It is connected with the brigfh!cst days of the
Hindus from the time when their god like Rishis sang the sacred Vedas ;
Wh?ll their arts and sciences wera the wonders of the world ; Whet;
their sacred land was visited by pilgrims from other countries: when
conquerors like Alexander admired the people; when their manufactures
'V.Vere highly prized at Rome and all the then known world ; when poets
like Kalidas and Bharubi lived and composed their immortal poems down
to the time when the Hindus still retained their spirit of independence.
We see a revival of this practice attempted at the dawn of the Mahratta
power, when Sivaji the Great captured several ‘ports in the Arabian
G.ulf. As we have already seen, the practice of aeavbyage came into
disuse among the Hindus when a death-like torpor succeeded to their
former activities in all departments of civilisation. This period is also
Intellectually blank for them. They have no author to hold before the
world as their pride. They left the pursuits of all noble fllllct"'zi;" 30
much so that all sorts of rank superstition and blind prejudiées ;'an
rampant amongst them tjl] they began to believe any and every saying
compose.d in Sanskrit as the utterance of the Shastras, however nliscl;iex:
ous. or 1rrational the saying might be. 1t is no wonder then that at this
period, Yvhen nobody cared to see for himself, and when every doctrine

hctwe‘fer tending to national degradation, would pass unchalleneed thi;
mischievous doctrine of interdiction of sea-voyage by Hinduos i,n he
name of their religion would be preached and accepteod by the very people

/
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w:bo were perhaps the first to navigate the ocean, and derive the bgnefits
therefrom, for a period of three thousand years. The people had lost all
spirit of adventure and manliness, and this doctrine, coming with the
spirit of the times, ingrained itself so much with the people that they,
even now, become incensed if this doctrine be questioned. They will not
believe that the Shastras speak against this doctrine, and when the pundits
say so they only half believe their statements, though they cannot assign
any reason for it. Some even go so far as to questiow® the utility of the
movement. We thus see there are three classes of persons who, for
some reason or other, oppose the present movement.

First, those who complacently remain contented with the notions they
have imbibed from their childhood, however wrong these may be, and
would not have their settled notions ruffled for any consideration what- °
soever. Second, those that have not so strong a bias against sea-voyage

* Yhut are ready to go to the root of the question from the shastric point of
view. Third, ®hose who question the utility of the movement itself quite

’ Jd . - .
Bas - 1,a_pau'_ﬁ from its having any religious sanction or not.

o~

The ﬁrsb": of objectors fondly believe that they are the true
custoditins of the Hindu faith, and as such it is their duty to oppose any
and every movement which runs counter to their set notions of Hinduism.
When any person supports their view, they eulogise him and call him a
true Hirdu, but the next moment if the same person unfortunately

[
v A lee -

. happens to differ from them on any point, they freely abuse him and ery

him down as anything but Hindu. They do not even hesitate to arrogate
to themselves greater knowledge of the Shastras and of Hindu religion
generally than even the pundits, the true expositors of Hindu Shastras,
can claim to. Their opinion is formed beforehand. Their self-sufficiency
does not permit theg even to enter into the merits of the question. They

are blessed indeed in their vanity and ignorance. Let them remain so,

if they so like.

The second class of objectors are quite conscious of the benefits
dekeisle from sea-voyage, but they ask if it be consonant with the spirit
of the Shastras to break through the existing custom. When they get
the opinion of the pundits—the views of the Shastras about sea-voyage—
they hail the opinion with joy as the harbinger of a better day for India.
But still they entertain some doubts as to the practicability of the move-
ment. They say we admit 3here is no objection to sea-voyage and residence
in foreign countries perse, but is it practicable for a Hindu to live like a
Hindu under the circumstances ? This objection the promoters of the
movement have thoroughly met. They give, in support of their conten-
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- +than whom a greater authority on the conditions of traval ¢

East Africa mentioned by the Hon'ble Rig
meeting, bear living testimony to the practica
The thousands of Hindu Government officer
chants, members of the learned

are being coustantly urged
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tion that it is quite practicable to live like a Hindu on board a ship or
during residence t a foreign country, the opinions and evidence of men
thoroughly q@®alified by their experience to be entitled to our confidence,

Sir William Comer Petheram and other eminent Anglo-Indian Offi-
cials, Mr, Gostling, President, Poona Industrial Conference, himself g2
vegetarian, the Indian Daily News, have all expressed their opinion that

it is quite possib@ for a person to be a vegetarian in England. There is
no lack of necessaries for the Hindus there.

Babus Surendra Nath Banerjee and Trailokya Nath Mukerjee, who
had been to England, have pronounced their opinion in unmistakable
language in favour of this contention. Mesers. Thomas Cook and Son,

annot be
found, have pronounced thejr deliberate opinion in these terms : “Indeed

so far as the practicablity of the movement 18 concerned, we ‘rom our
experience in these matters ave in a position to say th

that score need be raised, either ag regards the arr
the steamers or the residence in Eungland.” The pr

ment have not stopped with citing opinions only ; W&, 'C+ wve given the
experience of men who actually. lived in the Hindg stylw

e in Europe and
elsewhere. The ascetic Puran Puri and the Guzerati whom Babu Rabindra

Nath Tagore met in England, as well as the Marwari merchants whom

Babu Sarat Chundra Das, c. 1. ., met in China, and the Marwari mer-

chants of New York mentioned by him, the Hinduy merchants of German

ley- at the Sobha Bazar
bility of the movement,
s with their families, mer-
professions, and labourers and Hindu
Sepoys, who almost every week go to Chittagong, Burma, Africa, the
remote colenies of England, France, «ec., and elsewhere, prove conclusively
that it is quite possible for a person to live the Hindu life anywhere on

the face of the earth if he cares to do so. Indeed the evidence on this
point is overwhelming. o U

'7‘¢.‘
o \.“;\ 7

arious opinions regarding the effects
of sea-voyage on Hindu soclety. Some are afraid the Hindus will lose
their nationality; others doubt whether the mischief to be done will not
outweigh the benefits derivable from the reviv

. al of this custom ; and a
third class hold that as Sea-voyage can foster materialism only, the Hindus
will lose their spirituality.

at ro objection on

The third class of objectors hold v

These objections against_sea-voyage are not specific but had beed and

against education and modern civilisation.

-e,

angement on Loard -
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Tﬁe bond of nationality is strengthened rather than weakened ambongst
the people of a conquered country sunk in almost hopeles state of misery
and dependence on other people if the members of that®community
visit other free and indeperdent countries. They see what life the people
live there, what blessings they enjoy. They learn what nationality is.
They appreciate and value the living national feeling. They fully see by
contrast the measure of degradation to which their country has sunk.
They feel with poignancy their miserable situation ; 4hey shed many a
silent bitter tear for the misfortunes of their countty ; they imbibe the
noble feeling to raise their fallen country from the depths of her misery
to a state equal to those which they see and admire. We see this noble
patriotism working in the breasts of men like Messrs. Surrendra Nath
Bannerjee, Monmohun Ghose, W. C. Bonnerjea, Romesh Chundra Dutt,
and a host of others. Indeed the political move.uents of the country
tending to national welfare are in the hands of men who visited England.

They arg the mqving spirit of the National Congress.

» 9 i

and the new environments brought forth by modern
civilisation h&rf}f:l ated in the minds of the people of this country new
ideas witich they admire but feel it difficult to assimilate to make these
their own. Sea-voyage and residence in Western countries help the
sojourners there to assimilate these ideas. This is what led Indian
Nation to,write :—“The immemorial prohibition of the Hindu to cross
Kalapani (the black waters of the see) has sealed his doom, has effected
his political extinction, and left him an intellectual rove.” The Hon’ble
Mr. Risley said the same thing when he remarked “ to get the best out of
a distinctively English culture, it is obviously essential to visit England
itself.” We thus see sea-voyage 13 a necessary supplement to the educi.
tion which the peoblgare now receiving.

There can possibly be no difference of opinion about the beneficial
effects of sea-voyage on the material condition of the country. The
ecoufnic condition of the country requires that people should visit
En&ﬁ aud other western countries, without the least possible delay,
to learn manufacturing industries and establish agencies there for the
purpose of commerce. No manufactory here can now be established
without the active co-operatibn of the Europeans., They, therefore, cet the
most of any venture that may be started by the native capitalists of the
country. The economic condition of the country is below normal, and
the tendency is still downwards. Dost of the people live almost on
famine rations, and the least failure of Cr@ps carries away thousands

from the land of the living. It is not luxuries but bare necssaries of life

‘
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character of the present Sea-voyage movement,

her former activities in all the various d
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for which sea-voyage is absolutely required. There is no other way to

improve the econdhic condition of the country.

The Obj;ctions of those who are afraid of the increase of materialism
and loss of spirituality eof the people rests on some misunderstanding;
They seem to think that if the people take to better their material condi-
tion according to the ideas imbibed from Western countries, they will
neglect their devo‘ion to religion, and as the result place great value for
the welfare of this life than for hereafter. Their central idea seems to
be that a man cannot be religious living in the bosom of his family ; that
the Grihasthasram, is not the proper sphere for religion. The greatest
religious teachers of India have preached against this doctrine; and we

. . heed observe nothing further than this that what the doctrinaires express

they do not fell, and preach a doctrine ; they cannot and do uot observe
in their practice or make the people follow their advice. We may,
however, remark here, by way of parenthesis, that the very teXt quote-’
by the opponents of the movement in favour of their Yontenton that

seavoyage has been interdicted in Kali Yaga speaks against this doctrine, *.

and about the interpretation of that portion ther ‘g;c 015 diXerence of
opinion. The alarmists, however, may take heart in ¢! *VS0 long as the
Hindus retain the memory of their ideal, and see some, even amongst
them, trying to go up to that ideal, no fear need be entertained as to their
deviating from the path of religion they are now following. The chardaks

of India could not divert them from their true path, nor can thé charbaks
of the West make them do so.

There are many other objections of a simil

ar nature, more imaginary
than real, which are urged ag

alnst sea-voyage and indeed against modern
civilisation. These objections amount to this, that the savage life, as the

illustrious Rousseau onece tried to represent, is the garcadian purity and
peace and civilised life, the odious, abominable contrast. Some people

‘will always pine for them, but the world will move in spite of their be-
waillings and lamentations,

It has been attempted to give in a succinet way the general {7, and

It is an attempt to revive

a beneficial custom which prevailed in the good old days of India, and

which ceased to be in vogue with the dewnfall of the Hindus. The
methods adopied by the promoters of the movement is Hindu .in its

spirit and in its working, It is only an bSutward manifestation of the
deep under-current of thoughts and ideas that are rousing a noble and

once pussiant nation -after a long period of almost death-like torper to

epartments of human thoughts

.

- «Eagturing industrie
"‘.,‘_~, A_:‘;_- - . ,;:‘.
depths of miser %,
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afd actions. The people are beginning to be painfuly awakened to stheir
present deplorable situation. They perceive the force of the remarks of
the late Mr. Robert Knight in the columns of the Statesman %0 far back
as 1885, that “while Chinese emigrants are crossing and recrossing the
great Pacific by myriads—while English boys are starting upon their
bicycles for a tour round the globe and Japan, filling the universities of
Europe with Japanese students—with what reason can the orthodox
Hindu persuade himself that social restrictions against ti&vels which were
natural enough in ages when there were no means of travelling, and wken
voyaging was consequently as rare as it is now universal, will continue to
" be respected or to maintain their force when they have altogether ceased
to be natural, and are merely a burden which no man is able to bear.
Native youth.'must travel or see themselves distanced by the youth of
far less civilised people than the Bengalees.” T.et us, therefore, hope
that the energetic capable spirits among the people of this country will
u.ite their self-interest with patriotism, and in enriching themselves res-
tore to the people those manly virtues and useful knowledge of manu-
for want of which they are gradually sinking in the
the result, not infrequently die prematurely.”

LARN

The Manchester Guardian writes as follows, on the ques-
tion : —

“Although educated high caste Hindus are to be seen in this country
usually engaged in qualifying themselves for professional life by study at
British Universities and other schools of law and scienee, it is generally
understood that in Raving the land of their birth they break the law of
their caste and religion, and can only be reinstated, if at all, by a costly
process sometimes involving the performance of ceremonies at once painful
and ggrotesque. This is to-day in India the general interpretation of the
Vedi" s binding upon the ‘twice-born, Brahmins. But in the Imperial
and A,giatic Quarterly Review the Pundit S, E. Gopalacharlu insists that the
rule is based upon a misapprehension of the texts of the Hindu scriptures.
The point is one of some simportance, for the excommunication of the
travelled Brahmin is not only a source of individual suffering to him and
to his relatives but naturally acts as a deterrent to those who. under
happier circumstances would gladly see the Western world and learn what
it has to give that would be benificial to the pegple of Hindustan. Pundit
Gopalacharlu is fully convicted of the value of European education to

]
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those of his fellow-countrymen who are in a position to avail themselves
of it. “On every account,” he says, “it is necessary that some of our
more intellestual men should visit England and other European countries,
in order to find out what means may be taken for the improvement of
this country.” He quotes from Manu the saying that “all sorts of arts
and sciences may be received from all men and that spiritual knowledge
may be obtained even from the lowest class of men.” These sentiments
are indisputable ©nough, but they may serve to show that the rules of
caste were not intended to be so stringent in their sanctions as is some-
times thought. Moreover the modern prohibition of sea-travel to the
higher castes, has naturally given the lower castes ; not trammelled by
such prejudices a greater chance of the education which secures to them
a professional career. Now there is no special reason in the Vedic religion
for the continuance of laws and customs after they have ceased to be
useful. On the contrary the Vedic rules have been modified by Manu,
and his code has again been modified by Parasara and other more moder:.
sages. What the Pundit Gopalacharlu suggests is the holﬂing of h “legal
assembly” of learned Brahmins to examine what the
have to say upon the subject.” S

‘A
)y

The Hindu Patriot says:— -

L}

(44 g . . .

Through the exertions of Maharaj-Kumar Benoyj Krishna Deb
Bahadur, the opinions of a number of distinguished leaders of the Hindu
community have been obtained regarding the liability of Hindus to lose
caste by sea-voyage. These gentlemen have consulted learned Pundits
well versed in the Shastras and are of opinion that if one lives in Hindu
style, there is no reason why there should Dbe lofs of caste. This is a
great moral and economic gain for those that have given this opinion,
including among their names such as those of Raja Rajendranarain Deb

- k] R ™~ » { | -

Bahadur, Babu Abhoy Churn Guha and other recognised leaders);. The
question should now be oneof ways and weans, and measured, ¢ to
be adopted for strict observance of caste rules both during the voyage and
the stay outside India. The battle is thus half won, for it i8 well begun.
Let our reformers always remember this. If they wish to succeed, they
must carry society with them, and they will have no difficulty in persuad-
g society to go with thew, if only they be reasonable. Reform by
force means severance and failure.”

Hindu Scriptures..”

y |
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® The Marhatta of Puna writes :— .

“The Pundits of Bengal have given two Vyavasthas anent the sea-voyage
question. which will be found elsewhere with their names. They declare
that neither sea-voyage nor a temporary residence in England involve any
degradation from caste in themselves. They are not included in the
category of heinous transgressions and no heavy penances are prescribed
for them. As to slight penances they are quite harmless as they are
simply purificatory ceremonies, involving no idea of sifffulness or repent-
ance. We are also glad that the movers in this agitation have made
o reservation that the traveller must not depart from caste rules about

" food and drinking. The question of sea-voyage has become of immenze

practical importance to all Hindus in view of the probability that the
next year’s Congress might be held in London, and it is perhaps well that-
it forms a part of the coming Bengal Provincial Conference, although we

. . . g N
‘doubt itd appropriateness in a political gathering.

“We know that many of the most conspicuous leaders of the orthodox
community hold similar views. We have reasons to believe that the
feeling an the subject is strong and that it is growing. In the words
of one of the most eminent members of the orthodox community, whose
weight in the community 1s undoubted—ecan it be that the Hindoo
Shasters have closed to us the fairest portions of the habitable globe—
can it be that they thus fetter our energies, prevent the expansion of all
trade and of all industry on the part of Hindoos? We know that in 1fhe
past the Shasters wggre misinterpreted, and that it was a misunderstanding
of the Shasters which consigned to the funeral pyre millions of unfor-
tunate widows in times that are now happily past and gone. Sati finds
no justification in the authoritative writings of the Hindoos ; and now
r.‘r".;;the discovery is made by Pundits, whose opinion ought to' carry
gi‘ézﬁ—}veight, that sea-voyages are not interdicted, ‘and that residence
in foreign countries is not forbidden, provided Hvlndoo customs ‘an(;l
usages are observed. It isf,’a, beneficent movement w?nch has been st:ut: ,l
fraught with unspeakable good to the people. It is altogether a hope.x a
movement, for it indicatgs that amid the deep instincts of conservatism

which underlie the fabric of Hindoo beliefs, there is a recognition of the

spirit of the times, a sense of adaptability, and a desire to suit the sys- |

tem to the altered circumstances, consisttntly of course with Hindu
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.I]Silges.‘ It is in this way that this ancient fabric has been conserved . i
18 in tl.us way alone that it can be preserved against those new-born f '3 .
by Wlnf:h it ig now beset. Confronted with Budhism and its milit: bmci:
aggressive teachings, it executed a dexterous chance of front, ass‘im 1l o

soxfle.of its doctrines, absorbed into its own c;)ody some of itml .
pl'}IICIples, gave Budha a place in the Hindoo pantheon though :ngreat
Hmfloo name, and by a process of assimilation a,nd,absor;tion er;
passive opposition where necessary, the Hindoo system maintain;da?t

own, and crushed Budhism out of existence. Deep far-seeing insiorlh:
a.nd‘ enormous power of adaptability have contributed to mai::t 1
ancient fabric; and these qualitlies, we hope, are not now w
truth cannot indeed be too frequently repe:.tted that
.the means of change is without the means of
The present movement has filled us with the

cautious 1 wanti
lsl advance is not anting, and so long as this spirit is present
we ma 1 : ich
v y hope to see those changes, cautious, gradual and tentative, which:
al 3 ’
€ necessary even for the maintenance of this ancient system.”

ain this
anting. The
a society without
its own conservation.
hope that the spirit of

The Madras Times writes ag follows :—

. “The Indian Social Reformer devotes a major portion of its not
f;hl.s week to the discussion of sea-voyages by Hindus, and consid X nohes,
1t 1s a mere chimera to suppose that sea-voyages could ;ver becom ool
f)r benfaﬁ,t. the nation at large if the prohibition imposed b o
Inter-dining and accepting food from other caste men is ;10t ab(z;'cﬁstiom A
a matter of fact, even in India our contemporary observes lSle  om
c:.xste eat the food cooked by people of another caste, “Whafe'oilf 011: ad
gr;r}ven at the Cosmopolitan Club except that manufactv -ed at tII:S: be < -
11 he bread in Ebngland must be placed in the same categ;ry t In (:)ot(‘]ilkszzez
ow caste men bake it. If you are allowed to 1 . (
you b.e permitted to do so while in London ?” a;‘fft;:;;‘;ll\:;imj o e
to us 1s that Madras is in the holy land of Bharathavarsh I;i N o
not “holy” ground. Whatever sins are committed in suchal; a]n o
forgiven to the committers thereof. It appears to us tz}; 1t i
Shastras although it may be bad logic. A good old Hindtlaf)rc:f'elsbgs::d

'S

that the person wl irink - .
p vho drinks pure cow’s milk under the palmyra tree will

be taken by passers by .
‘ y to be drmkmg of the, todd .
London evén Brahman-baked bread c ytoddy of the tree.

‘bread baked by a “low caste” man o
of such bread is guaranteed by the

ground are

So 1n
annot pass muster, while in Madras

an not but be pure, and the orthodoxy
very fact that a high caste man is sure

o ¢
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P partake of it. Summing up the position of Hindus in regard to the
sea-voyage movement, the Indian Nation indites the following judgment
as pronounced by orthodoxy :—“Take then thy bond, makeythou thy trip
to Eugland ; but in the making it, if thou dost eat one slice of Christian
bread, thou Jlosest thy caste and by the laws of the Hindu religion thou
art excommunicated.” In England even a slice of Hindu-bread is apt to
turn Christian ; and the professors of orthodoxy in India think it the safer

course to adhere to that opinion.” 2

The London Daily News writes on the question :—

R :
“The Hindus of Bengal are opening their eyes very wide on the world

of their own time. Trial by Jury, and competitive examination, are by

no means the only institutions to the advantages of which they are

.awa-‘;ce.‘ They show a laudable anxiety to reform their own customs and

practices, as well as to borrow those of the ruling race. They have had
deep searchi‘-';'éf'" eart about infant marriage, and the treatment of
widows, and Cif y are now trying to remove the hindrances to sea-travel,
which are imposed by the law, or by the traditions, of their faith. They
are forbidden to cross the great water on penalty of losing caste. At
any rate,,such is a general opinion of the vulgar, and it has, of course,
led to the gravest inconvenience in almost every branch of practical
affairs. They must pass the Ocean to reach this country for their educa-
tion. They can hardly trade on a large scale without the help of the sea.
The ever-increasing burden of the prohibition has at length led some of
them to ¢ncuire on what authority it is based. To their infinite velief,
they are now in a fair way to discover that it has no foundation at all in
the precepts of the .ith. A large and influential meeting of the Hindus
was lately held at the Sobha Bazar in Calcutta, at which this gratifying
circumstance was.announced. It was attended by some of the most
; * -ential members of the Hindu community, and by a few Kuropeans of
po ;511. There were Pundits in plenty, Babus with M. A. after their
names, and Babus with B. L. The speeches, were in Fnglish, and more-
over in English that we speak at home. The testimony of those who
attended is that the “Sea-voyage Movement” has now reached a definite
stage in its progress and 1n its history. With few exceptions the Babus
and the Pundits are for putting to sea with all convenient speed. They
feel that to keep ashore is to lose all chance of competition for the prizes
of life with “that wonderful race of adventuyers,” our noble selves., They

are also of opinion that Hinduism is quite equal to all the emergencies
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of progress, and that its essential principle of elasticity, and its power
of adapting itseli® to circumstances, will finally triumph over all the
difficulties imposed by ignorance and superstition. In fact, the Hindu
faith, wisely interpreted, is as ready to come to terms on the question of

going down to the sea as another faith is on the question of not going
down to another place.

The main purgpse of the meeting was to hear a paper on the subject
by that learned Hindu Babu Suresh Chunder Dutt, B. A., Head Master
of the Calcutta Institution. 1n point of form it was just such a paper
as might have been read at a literary institution in this country. It began
with a saying of Dr, Johnson, but in less than twenty lines, it had come

.up with the Shastras, which belong almost to unrecorded time. The
lecturer’s position was that these sacred writings of the community not
only contain no prohibition of sea-travel, but show that the earlier Hindu
was an enterprising, and, almost by consequence, a travelled man. He
went all over the world—to Babylon, Persia, Arabia, Java, Central Asia,
Greece, Rome, and Egypt, and in many instances of course he went by

sea. We have only to known how to read the m Xy d legends to

perceive that half of them point to the Indian mercantile i:tmrine. Berosus
reports a monster in the Persian Gulf, which has generally been regarded
as but the monster gooseberry, or the sea-serpent of its time. It had the
body of a fish, the head of a man, and the women’s feet at the end of its
tail. It had also a feminine gift of speech. During the day it taught
arts and sciences for the benefit of the rude Chaldeans, but at night,
it plunged back into the sea. What was this, as interpreted at the
meeting, but an ancient ship, freighted with the Aryan Hindu on a
nissionary expedition ? He put of to his boat, after holding the classes on
shore, and his whole scheme was but a University extension movement
from the Ganges. Most of the people from the “IFfr East” of ancient
record were evidently of the same race. Queen Esther’s “white and

blue hangings” have been indentified as Indian bargains—and by a lady
writer, who ought to know.

A distinguished Chinese pilgrim, who we e
not much more than two thousand years ago, and may, therefore, b&’-{‘ “ed
modern, found Java entirely peopled by Hindus. These people were,

( 57 )

nfiutical publication. Still, the earlier Editor was probably a landgman,
for he is disposed to make too much of voyages on the .ocean, “. wher?,
there is nothing to give support, nothing to rest upon, nothing to cl.mg to,
this seems to suggest a total default of sea-legs. Manu has hmts. on
freightage and.on mercantile insurance. “For a long passage, tl‘le freight
must be proportioned to places and times, but this must be understoo.d o,f,
passages up and down rivers. At wxea, there ca,r.x be no settled prtce.d
He, too, was probably happiest ashore, After this, ;,s.ked 1zhe lez.u ne
lecturer, “are we to sit in pondering silence and fa.ntastlc dehb?ratlot;”to
determine the propriety or impropriety of sea-voyaging by the Hindus !

The prohibition or fancied prohibition, is, therfefore, erftirely modern.
[t seems to proceed from a sense of the difficulty in carrymg.prop.er caste
nourishment at sea. Saltjunk would, of course, be a contanimation, a'nd
there are difficulties about the water. But all this is only a qm?stlon
£ ways and means. A Native agency supplies pure food at th.e ra.llway
static'n.ls',’ and ot the river steamers, and Native passengers use.z it Wlth.ouf;
.the srl_ightest risk of the forfeiture of caste. Moreover, certaln practlf:a,h
men .wl;?) tra "-.g’:?istént parts carry parched rice, flour, and treacle v:llt ‘
them, and, so‘{t o as they keep to these, find that t'hey lose no shre (1)1:
holiness. They also carry water of their m.vvn spem.al tap. ’.[:he tre;ch e
may add to their sufferings, but then sea-stckness is not a crime. - Z
sea-water itself is perfectly harmless for bathing Pu.rposes, n?.r has 1t . l?
negative quality alone. One of the highest hvm.g ]ETunmts specla ?;
co;)sx.llted has declared that the moral merit of bat.hmg in the sea e)':cee
that of bathing in the Ganges, the former being, indeed, t.he rePos1torl)lr,
of all the sacred waters of the world. 1f ther(? be no ur.)holmess in was (;
ing in it, there can be none in crossing it. T.hlS authority does not Ztan X
alone in his opinion. For the purpose of this mov?ment a.'vya:a;t a, 01
opinion has been tdken of certain emin.ent Bra.hml.n Pund}zts oa enﬁié
and, while not exactly enthusiastic, it 1s encour:‘l‘gmg. T-?ai;ee ‘e-
neither a sea-voyage nor a residence in England comes wit 12 eh‘;_‘ 3
oo of heinous transgressions, involving ('iegrad‘atl.on, and t alt; eahy-
;e .8 are not provided for it.” The opinion 1s signed by zlot‘zlx.]mmoose
padh?a Dinabandhu Nayaratna, and some dozens more. sti
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authoritative deliverance, if we may say so.withfou; oﬂl;(;n:fa, 1sptlgg ;lli:;nj;
5. C ; . to the great joy of the INative

effect. Messrs. Cook & Son, : e promoter e

it 1 ite practicable to travel by sea, | 3

ovement, say that 1t 18 qui |

o o | withsut any violation of the Hindu usage. And a | s
a8 cone so far as to advertise a steamer for a ‘
7 Hindus Will‘ be only taken as passengers.

. ’v..:‘i q

in fact, the typical old salts of their time. At Baku, on the Caspian,
Mr. Marsh discovered a solitary Brahmin, sill worshipping the sacred
flame. It rose from a tube in the earth, where some immemorial ancestor

has struck it. At any rate, the holy man $aid that he was ¢
though the traveller

of the Mutiny. That,

in foreign countries,
Native firm in Bombay h
voyage to Chicago next March.

v Brahmin,
thought, he looked very much like a fugitive sepoy

i

however, he strongly denied. The Rig-Veda, one Th will be Brahmin cnoks, Hindu servants, and even a Hindu Doctor. 5

. . & i - » . 3 ) : : ere ‘ ’ o

of the oldest extant records of the ancient worid, 1s, in parts, almost a {‘
‘8 ' v

\ . ' :
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The last, however, is only for persons of extremely tender conscience. He
will preseribe ofi the ‘“orthodox model,” if any patients of the English
Doctor scriple to use ordinary drugs. New water tanks will be carried
for Hindus only. No animal will be killed on board—the Hindus having
a horror of taking life. For this reason even fishing willbe prohibited.
The real trial of their orthodoxy awaits them at Chicago. A great congress
of religions, which is to be one of the attractions of the Exhibition, is
expected to showthat all the dogmas of all the faiths are as interchange-
able as the parts of a Waterbury watch.”

The Statesman writes : —

“There ave probably few religious or social systems more essentiall-
plastic thau Hinduism ; hardly any more tolerant within certain simits of
changes which have once established themselves. _ In order to bring .zla,bout;
such a concensus, what is chiefly needed is argurﬁéntsﬁ. q'vince Hindus,
not that their remote ancestry made sea-voyages, Wi .. they already
know : not that the Shastras leave them free to change their customs
in the matter, which is no proof that they ought to change them or would
even be justified in changing them ; but that it would really conduce to
the well being of thier society generally, and not merely of an Anglicised
member of it, here and there, to change them. To us it seems that the
arguments available for this purpose are overwhelming the res anquste
domi being the most powerful of all of them. If it could but be brought
home to Hindus generally, how intimate is the connection between their
comparative poverty as a people, and the disabilities under which they

lie in this respect we believe all opposition wort’s considering would
speedily disappear.

Leb them look at the enormous excess of Englaund’s
imgrorts over her exports and reflect how it has come to pass that possess-
in_ -as she does neither gold mines nor silver mines she can go on year
after year paying for the balance anl still grow richer. 1t is% ;féc;l Se
year after year for many generations she has invested her profits mstead
of hiding them in a napkin and has thus become a creditor of all the
world. Could she have done this if custom had prevented her citizens from
crossing the seas to seek the means of employing their capital to the best
advantage? There is only one answer to the question. The Natives of
Iudia on the other hand adopt a diametrically opposite course Year after
year there is a certain .bala’nce due to them—a comparatively small one it
is true—on account of the sale of their prodice. And what do they do

— gy o e S s+ s e - o o e e g -+ mrn — S

e e = e s g p——

( 99 )

With it. They take it—what remains of it that is to say after «lisch:}rgin g
their foreign obligation—in silver and gold ; and ingtead of investing
this silver and gold reproductively they for the most part buyy it, or turn
it into ornaments. How can they expect to be anything but poor, when,
from one year to another, they thus hide in a napkin, or convert to un-
profitable uses, all that survives of the fruits of their labour which they
do not actually consume ? Under such circumstances, even if they were
not, unfortunately, the debtors of others, they could 3till hardly hope to
grow in wealth. Yet, as long as they are cribbed, cabined, and conﬁ.ne.d
by the disabling customs against which this movement is directed, 1t 1s

- practically impossible for them to turn over a new leaf in this respect.

Far from being in a position to invest their savings in foreign enterprise,
they cannot even acquire the experience necessary to enable them to invest
them with advantage in the development of their own industrial re-

sources.”
. ’

Y P

»

Cook’s "‘ ler’'s Gazette writes :—

L RN 2

“Judging from the statement of those most competent to form an
opinion on the subject, we gather that the opponents of the measure hfwe
very little of real weight to urge against it. Indeed, so fa-t.' as th.e prac-
ticability of the movement is concerned, we, from our experience in these
matters, are in a position tosay that no objections on that score need be
raised, either as regards the arrangements on board steamers, or the
residence in England, and we shall be glad to oive the promoters of the

: : e
movement any information they may require upon this point.
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. OPINIONS OF PUBLIC.

General Assembly’s Meeting.

A public meeting, umder the auspices of the Students’ Club, was
held on Tuesdaye the 8th instant, in the Hall of the General Assembly’s
Institution, to consider whether sea-voyages are prohibited by the Hindoo
religion. Baboo Bunkim Behari Mitter, B. A, read a paper on the subject,
and we are told that ‘he conclusively proved by quotations from the
Vedas, Purans, Smritis, and dramatic works that our skasters do not forbid

sea-voyages,” As the lecturer succeeded in satisfying his audience regard-

ing the correctness of his conclusion, we congratulate both him and them,

and hope that they will not meet with any opposition from Baboo ortho-
doxy.— Reis and Rayyet. 1.

~t )

~te Q\ ‘(Vl; N ‘
‘Presidency College’s Meeting™.1 ©

A well-attended meeting of the Presidency College Union was held
on Saturday afternoon at the College premises, to discuss the quest'ion of
sea-voyages among the Hindus, Professor C. R. Wilson, u. A, the Presi-
dent of the Union took the chair. Babu Jatindra Nath Mittra opened
the debate in favour of the proposed reform while Babu Bhusan Chunier
Dey, B. A. led the opposite party. A lively and interesting discussion,
lasting for about two hours followed. The President wound up the debate
by saying that though he was incompetent to take part in it from not
being a Hindu, he hoped that, as the experiment ofaa union between the
East and West had been but recently begun they would all try to make it
a success. He then put the motion in favour of the movement to the

“as It not being clear from the raising of hands whether the motion

wa carried or not a division was demanded and obtained. The e

. o . . ! £.05€
voting for the motion, it was declared to be carried.—7’e Bengalee™

Shovabazar’s Meeting.

1
A Largely-attended important public meeting of the Hindoos repre-

senting all sections of the community, was held on Friday evening last at
the late Maharajah Komu: Krishna Bahadoor’s residence to consider the
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question of sea-voyage among Hindoos, and to hear Baboo Suresh Chunder
Dutt, B. A., Head Master of the Calcutta Institution, who read a ‘paper
on ‘ Sea-Voyages amongst Hindoos,” Maharajah Bahadoor, §ir Nareudra
Krishna, K. c. I. E., presided, and amongst those present, were the Horn’ble
Dr. Guru Dass Bannerji, Sir Romesh Chunder Mitter, Kt. Mahamaha-
padhya Pundit Mohesh Chunder Nayaratna, c. 1. E., Pundits Madhusudan
Smritiratna, Kamakhya Nath Tarkabagish, Cjunder Kisore Tarkaratha,
Issur Chunder Vidyaratna and Herambo Nath Bhuttacharji, Rai Baha-
doors, Jagadananda Mukerji, Koilas Chunder Mookgrjee, Durgagutty
Bannerjee, Hem Chunder Ker, and Sib Chunder Bannerji, Drs. Surya

 Kumar Sarvadhikari, Jugadis Chunder Lahiri, Umesh Chunder Mitter,
"Roy Jatindra Nath Chowdhry, and Sarat Chunder Dass, c. 1. E, Baboo

Nobo Gopal Mitter, Baboo Nayalankar Nilmony Mukerji, M.A., B.L.

Mr. ManomoBun Ghose, Barrister-at-Law, Baboos Norendro Nath Sen,

Surendra Nath Bannerji, Sham Lall Mitter, Chunder Kally Ghose, Vakils,
High Coﬁrt, Mati Lall Haldar, B. L., Muansiff, Baboos Charu Chunder
Sirk\r,®f. A., B%L., Bhupendra Nath Bose, M. A., B. L., Attorney-at-Law,
'Ramclerg,war Mandal, B. L_.hKabirajes, Kally Prosunno Sen Kaviratna, Gopal
Krishna™ Deb . 3 Chintamoney, Gossain Dass Gupta, Editor, Sanghad
Probkczf:ur, 1t Jibanand Vidyasagar, B. A.,, Baboos Sib Chunder
Gui, M.A., B.L.,, Manindra Nath Bhuttacharjee, M.A., B.L., Vakil, HighCourt,
Russick Lall Roy, Debendra Nath Mukerji, Nanda Lall Mukherjee, B. A.,
Gopal. Chunder Mukerji, Bankim Behari Mitter, B. A., Lall Vihari Mitra,
Bepin Bedary Mitter, Baboo Surendra Nath Mitter, 8. A., Pundit Kali
Kumar Kaviratna and others. Amongst the European gentlemen, who
were kind enough to be present at the meeting, we noticed the
Hon’ble H. H. Risley, B. A, C. 8, C. I. E.,, and the Rev. Mr. Whitehead.
Great enthusiam prevailed, with a vote of thanks to the chair, the meeting
broke up.—The Indian Murror. 3.
®

A | Albert Hall’s Meeting. J

-seldom did the Albert Hall witness such an enthusiastic meeting as
was held there on Sunday last under the presidency of Babu Norendro
Nath Sen. In spite of the inclemency of the weather the hall was crowded,
and many had to go aw’ay for want of seats. There were nearly one
thousand Hindus present., Among them we noticed Maharaj-Kumar
Benoya Krishna Bahadur, Babus Mati Lall Halder, M. A., B.L. Munsiff,
Alipore, Sham Lall Mitter, Vakil, High Court,Dr. Omesh Chunder Mitter,
Dr. Brajendra Nath Bannerji, Kabiraj J osodanandan Siccar, Babu Sirish
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Chunder Biswas, M. A, B. L., Babu Kailash Chunder Bose, Deputy Magiu«-
trate,‘Pumlit Jibgnanda Vidyasagar, B. A., Babus Gopal Chunder Mukerji,
Rasik Lall Roy, Suresh Chunder Dutt, B. A., Head Master Calcutta Insti-
tution, and Debendra Nath Mukerji. The chair was occupied by
Babu Norendro Nath Sen who amidst loud cheers opened the meeting
by urging upon the audience that the time had arrived when they could
no longer debate and speculate but must put their words to practice. He
was thoroughly %)nvinced of the incalculable benefits arising from this
forward step. He did not find any shadow of reason in the so-called
arguments of those who abuse the advocates of the sea-voyage movement.
The Chairman then asked Babu Debendra Nath Mukerji to address the
meeting who addressed the meeting for two hours. It was a magnificent

oration. The speaker completely carried the audience with him, and

brought home to them the utility of this absolutely needed reform. He
showed the utter worthlessness of the opposition. The speech was so
much appreciated and admitted that it is intended to publish it in -
pampblet form. Babu Mono Mohun Bose, Pundit Jibanaada Vicya.agar
and a few others then addressed the meeting. The Chairman then asked
those who sympathised with the movement to festif + v sympathy by
raising their hands at which whole assembly amidst¢ .es of ‘“all, all”
raised their hands. 'The Chairman then asked those who opposed to the
movement to raise their hands to which call not a single voice responded.

The meeting then dispersed.—7'%e Indian Mirror. 4.

Meeting at the Oxford Mission’s Hall,

A largely attended meeting of Bengalis was held oun last Friday even-
ing at the Oxford Mission Lecture Hall, in Cornwallis Street, to discuss
the subject of sea-voyages by Hindus. Babu Surendro Nath Bannerji,

Aaxy” T
¢ L

w.., oresided, opened the proceedings by calling upon Babu Anundo
Chuf! Mitter, to deliver his lecture. £

Babu Anundo Churn Mitter, who then addressed the meetirﬁéf‘xaai(l
that notwithstanding his little knowledge and ignorance of the Hindu
Shastras he had consented to speak a few words on a subject of much vital
importance to the Hindus. To have a higher education, one should go to
England, for it was an evident fact that a Graduate of an English Univer-
sity was far superior to a Graduate of an Indian University, and they
would also find that the system of an English University was far different

from the system of an Indfan University. For instance, if a student in

( 63 )

l’ndia, who was going up for his M. A. Examination failed in one gubject
he failed altogether whereas in England if he failed im mathematics, and
passed in English, he got his degree of M. A. with honouss in English.
Unless they went to England, they would never be able to lay before
the public the great hidden truths which were in science. All learned
men had recommended that no nation would rise to emmence and pros-
perity unless attention was paid to science ; but what science had they in
India? After referring to the advantages of technics} education, which
he said would give employment to the paupers of India, the speaker dwelt
upon the necessity and importance of sea-voyages amongst the Hindus.

- The great majority of this countrymen believed that the Sastras forbade

sea-voyages but they believed what was untrue; but if they read the

Shastras they would find that sea-voyages were not forbidden to the

Hindus. Their ancestors used to make sea-voyages and those Hindus of
the i)resept age who travelled to England and other countries simply
wollowed the example of their forefathers. He saw no reason why Hindus
.W}:(;\ went to England but observed the rules and regulations enjoined
by tha Hindu religion sigguld be put out of caste on their return to India,
Tn conclusion ,"Qf}eaker said that the only way to remove the prejudices
exsisting among”the ignorant masses regarding sea-voyages, was by educa-

ting them so that they would thus learn what the Shastras really enjoined

upon them.

The Rev. H. Whitehead in addressing the meeting, said that he had
no claim whatever to speak on this subject and was totally unprepared to
say anything on a subject of such deep importance to the Hindu com-
munity. He had risen to say a few words at the request of the Chairman
not from a religious point of view, but simply from a practical point of
view. He did not know whether the Shastras forbade them to make sea-
voyages, and he did®ot with any Hindu to act contrary to his religion but
he would speak briefly as to what he believed the practical advantages

would be to the people of India, if it was found that they could, cof}

t<~"'v with their religion, visit England. Babu Anunda Churn
h d that students in India who failed at an examination in one
subject failed altogether but that was not the case in England. If Indian
students went to England with that hope, he was afraid from his own
experience they would be gvievously disappointed. But, at the same time
there were two reasons why Natives of India should visit England. In
the first place, he thoughtdt would tend very much to widen and broaden
the minds of the people of this country; and in the second place, he
thought and hoped that it would tend very much to promote more friend-
ly and intimate relations between the two races. No doubt in this country
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the EKuropeans and people of India stood in an artificial relation to one
another, and seawoyages would go far towards extending social inter-
course between the people of this country and Europe. Several other
speakers next addressed the meeting, all of whoin were in favour of sea-
voyage.—The Indian Mirror. 5.

<
Calcutta Institution’s Meeting.

An enthusiastic meeting, in connection with the sea-voyage movement
in Bengal, was held last Saturday at 5-0 p. M., in the premises of the
Calcutta Institution. There were present, amongst others, M-~haraj-Kumar
Benoy Krishna, Puundit Nilmony Mukerji M. A., B. L., of the Presidency
College, Chandrodya Bidyabinode, Kali Churn Kabiratna. Balus Sham
Lal Mitter, Mati Lall Halder, M.A., B.L., and Nobo Gapal Miter. . e adit
Nilmoni Mukerji, who was voted to the chair, opened the proceedl.,gs of
the meeting by saying that he had certain K ,.itatjc~ Jn occurying the
chair that day, for anything that he would have to sa‘l" 11s presidential
address, might, he was afraid, go in some way to antlcff)ate the decision
of the Committee, recently formed at the last Sobhabazar meeting to
consider the question of sea-voyages among the Hindus, from the Shastric
point of view. But that he would not do. He was himself a memher of that
Committee, and he knew, it would not be fair for him to say much on the
subject before the Committee have come to a definite conclusion. But one
word, he felt bound to say, was that he was conscious of the many benefits
that voyage to sea would give to the people, by opening up the way to
Western education and enterprise, by cementing the relation between
the rulers and the ruled, and by elevating and broadening the hearts of
the travellers in many ways. He did not believe that his countrymen

(95 )

badhaspati, and even of the Shastrakara Parasara himself, to say
that the passage alluded to, prohibited sea-voyages onlys when they were
undertaken for some motive. The lecturer strongly objected %o the state-
ment, so often made, that mere residence in a Mlecha country polluted
the Hindus, and alluded, in support of his view, to Srimanta Sowdagar
and Bejoy Singha, who made voyages to, and lived in, a Mlecha country,
of old, but did not lose their caste, nor was required to go through any ex-
piation. Babu Nobo Gopal Mitter spoke next, and wnade 7pgreat impression
on the audience by his witty and ingenious speech. He proved that it
was possible to live in England, and remain a Hindu, and showed how

‘ridiculously nonsensical the whole system of Prayaschita was, which held

out the prospect of easy pardon, and thus encouraged men to go to
England in direct transgression of the law, and in wilful commission of sin.
Seven other spea.kers followed, all of whom more or less supported
the movenjent. The President then asked those, who supported the move-
m.el, to testify their sympathy by raising their hands, at which ihe
whole ‘afsembly, with the exception of a ‘“‘microscopic minority” of three
or four. gnly, :mudst CIigS of “all, all” raised their hands.—Z%e Indian

Mirror. 6.

rp

Meeting at Ba,nsberia-Hugly.

On the fifth and the last day, Baboo Surendra Nath Bannerji was
in the chair. Mohashoy Kshitindra Deb Roy read a paper on “The Influ-
ence and Travel upon the Mind with special reference to sea-voyages
among the ancient Hindus.” The Meeting was unanimous in favour of
sea-voyages,—2'ke Indian Mirror, 11th February, 1892, 7.

& J

Lgould throw such benefits away, if the Hindu Shastras would permit them . ra v
“ { ‘o, ovail themselves of those opportunities. He hoped that the many _ Meeting at Bombay. { «
é Spe(mMS o o oy, o 1 make matteg o " “er the presidency of Dr. Jamnadas, young Jainis of Bomba‘{);’ et
s and he called on Babu Jogeswar Bannerji, the Editor of the H%:" Mwh, the ofher day to discuss the question of England-going. Several speakers |
' to read his paper on the subject. gaid that there was nothing in the Jain relicion to prohibit any Jain from
t The lecturer showed, in an able and interesting way, and by copious visiting foreign countries. The President 1emguk.eq that th;)..JL{)m: atc
references to Rig Ved, Manu, Barahapurana, and other authoritative more liberal than the followers of any other religion of Inc m,h ecause '
writings of the Hindus, that sea-voyages wefe nowhere prohibited in the they were believers in the Wniversal Brotherhood of man, and they can- § .
Hindu Shastras. The only prohibitory passage that occurred in the not object to travelling in foreign lands.— ZLhe Dengalee, 8. ~
Brihat Narada Purana has been explained in different ways, and the . u
‘ lecturer had the authority of Pundit Kasiram, the late Tara Nath Tarka-
; 9
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. Meeting at Tamluk-Midnapur.

A crowded n.leeting was held yesterday at Tamluk in support of the
gea-voyage movement, Babu Chundra Shekar Kar, Sub-Divisional Oflicer,
presiding. Several speakers addressed the meeting. Dr. Umesh Chunder
Mitter, Babu Sam Lall Mitter, Vakil, High Court, Sital Proshad
(Ghose, B. L., Pleader, and Kherode Nath Shastry, m.A., Pleader, were
-elected delegates to the forthcoming Provincial Conference on the subject

Meeting at Lucknow.

»
Under the auspicesof the Bengali Young Men’s® Association Babw

Pebendra Nath Mukerji, of Calcutta, delivered a lecture on Hindu Sea-
voyage : its Aim-and Object” at the Christian College Hall at Lucknow
on last Friday evening, the 1st September. His delivery is excellent,
and arguments are unassailable. The chair was taken by Babu Sham
Tall Mitter, Vakil of the Calcutta High Court. The whole audience un-

to be held at Cllcutta on the 13th instant.— Telegram in the Indian
AMirror. 9.

animously expressed their opinion in favour of the#Hindu sea-voyage
movement.—7The Indian Mirror, September 7, 1893, 13..

Meeting at Beneras.—B. :
Meeting at Allahabad. ;

g |

" A public®meeting was held on the 11th instant (last Monday evening) 2
Babu Devendra Nath Mukerji, from Calcutta delivered a very inter-

- [ ——
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esting lecture on the Hindu sea-voyage question last Sunday, the 20th
August, at the Congress Hall at Allahabad. He proved, by ShiStric
quotations and historical evidences, that there svas nothing in sea-\:r(')yagé
which would militate against the most approved tim Q;“f';ldu orthodoxy.
The arguments were forcible, and the illustrations apt Xs'> copious. The

lecture was well attended, and appeared to be quite convincing.— 7'he
Indian Mirror, 23rd August 1893. 10.

Meeting at Midnapur,

"An influential and well-attended meeting in favour of the Sea-veyage
movement took place yesterday at the Bar Assoclation rooms, Babu Raghu
Nath Dass, u. A, B. L., Chairman, Midnapore Municipality, presiding.

Many respectable and orthodox families of the District hertily support

the cause. A statement, signed by the leaders of iutelligent public
U

suinion, will shortly be pubiished.—Z'elegram in the Bengalee. 11,
Na .
NS, .

tEe

Meeting at Beneras.—A.

An enthusiastic and crowded meeting was held at the instance of the
Beneras Debating Club, supporting the Sea-Voyage movement. The
Hon’ble Ramkali Chowdhuri presided on the*occasion, and Babu Surendra
Nath Banerjee addressed the meeting.—T'elegram in the Bengalee. 12.

sn connection with the Hindu sea-voylge movement, at the residence of 3

the late Babu Chandi Churn Biswas, Bengalitola, the chair being occupied’
BS?\‘?'\’llndit R:21 Misser Shastri, the renowned Professor of Phiiosophy,
Beneras College. The lecturer, Babu Debendro Nath Mukerji, delivered
an able speeg’#".') «i¥R Object and Necessities of undertaking Sea-
voyage.” He''wled innumerable evidences in support of the mevement
from the time of Rig Veda down to Kabi-Kankan, Makund Ram Chucker-
butty, and viewed the question in all its bearings, viz., for political
agitation—-—technical education and’ commercial enterprise. The worthy:-
Presidenv spoke eloquently. He said that it was absolutely necessary to
go by sea to remote countries, in the interests of trade. In the course of
his speech, he strongly condemned mere speeches, and said that a fund:
ahould be raised from the men of light and leading throughout India to:
earry out the noble object. The attendance was good. The hearts of the
Pundits and the audience were with the learned lecturer.—Z%e Indian
Mirror, September 1%, 1893. 14

_ Meeting of the Bengal provincial conference. The fo1
-solution was passed :— L

““That in the opinion of this Conference the time has come when,
having regard to the important, political, educational and industrial issues
which are involved, a determined effort should be made for the solution
of what is known as the Sea-voyage question ; the Conference welcomes
efforts which have alreadysbeen made in this direction, and would rejoice
if the labowrs of the Committee reeently appointed at the Sobha Bazar

i it] asur hich they richl
Meeting, would meet with the measure c:f success which y y
deserve.”




-~ — ey g ——

- e s . .a

N — -t W v e e

APPENDIX,

”~
-~
~
L
S
.
<
L J

._..,.._._-...-_._

Under the presidency of the Moharaj Kumar Benoy
Krishno Deb Bahadoor, the following address was read before
a public meeting held in connection with the Htudents’ Club at
the General Assembly’s Institution Hall, 8th December 1891 : —
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«“Mr. President and Gentlemen.—I appear before you this afternoon
with great diffidence and hesitation, owing to the meagreness of my abili-
ties to address such a learned and respectable assembly as this, and the -

. great importance of the subject we have chosen to discuss this evening,
and upcn which Hindoo public opinion is so much divided, and which is
1 - éﬁ\;\re;ent agigating the minds of our educated countrymen, and on the
1 proper solution of which depends the welfare and prosperity of this great
- erd countiyy. Whic!},-‘.-i thc@nscrutable ways of God’s Benign Providence has
Q‘a co : been placed ufi.)he fostering care of England,——-Engla.fld the patroness
of letters, the protrectress of peace, the championess of liberty, the home
of genuine freedom, and the true friend of the down-trodden and the
oppressed. It is far from my intention, gentlemen, to offend the feelings
of any saction of my countrymen, either orthodox or heterodox, and I
should indeed be sorry if any one of them happen to take offence for my -
simply placing before you the views held by our great Aryan ancestors in
connection with the existence of the practice of sea-voyage among the 5
Hindoos in ancient and medieval India. I will endeavour to show in this i
paper by quotations from the shastras, to which no exception C&I’l be .taker'l "(
. by any one within t.lle pale of Hinduism that the custom prevailed in the
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continent of India both in the Vedic and Puranic ages.

ﬁ T hope, however, that you will kindly give me a patient and 1!1(1111(2?;" 3
‘;l( . (g»w-"ing, and I wont’t be long in trespassing upon yo.ur valua})le tm} 1
| o~ C “ation of the momentous nature of the subject, which oagfit to
- encace the attention of every true-born son of India, now more than ever,
o> o N
seeine that the intellectual, social, and political advancement of this down-
= . .
. i ness of its contact with the
trodden country depends mainly on the closc'* e |
British Isles, and upon the good-will and friendly feelings of the people

¢ and the Parliament of England. The great disposer of all events has § .
3,
t
;
i
¥

-,
R
¢

evidently an object in having placed India under British rule, and that
motive cannot but be for the welfare and aggrm_ldisement of the tceming

millions of this vast peninsula.
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No right thinking man can possibly be blind to the manifold benefits
which one natiort derives by contact and intercourse with other nations.
It is a well-lenown fact, which I think cannot be gain-said by any, that

India under the British rule has made considerable progress in civilization,.

enlightenment, and general advancement.

Since the dispersion of the Aryan race from our common primeval

home in Central Asia, fran, or someéwhere else about the mountains of

Caucasus in the di&ant past, the West has been brought into closer contact
with the East by England’s eonquest in India, and though, doubtless, the
East has learnt a good deal from the West, there can be no question
that the West has to learn certain important lessons from this great land
of Bharat. But my object this evening, gentlemen, is not to discuss the

- great historical problem as to the mutual advantages which nations derive
from each other by reciprocal intercourse, but simply to solve the question
whether sea-voyage is consonant with the fundamental prineiples, tenets,
and teachings of the Hindoo skastras.

'

The opposition party maintain that a true Hindco cannot undertake
a voyage to Europe, or cross the Aulapant, ﬁmongﬁé} 'rs for vhe three

following reasons :— _'

(1) Because England is a Melachadesa, or a country inhabited by men
who do not perform the sacrificial observances of the Hindoos, and who-
are in every respect devoid of Sadachara ( AF{TIR ), i. e., the usages of the

~Hindoos in the palmy days of Brahminism.

(2) Because in proceeding to England one has to cross the ocean by a
ship, or a seagoing vessel, and cannot do this by adopting a land route.

(3) Because in going to England one has necessarily to live on whbat
is called forbidden food or food cooked by Melachas and Yavanas, or
defiled by their touch. |

Let us now consider what is meant by the term 2“elachadesa. Menu,
the greatest of Hindoo Law-givers, defines Melackadesa as

-
—

L QY

‘\& R[WHATE I T Id AT, |

g wa afsay S ' =S uE|au} | Ve

““Where the black antelope is indigenous, that country is to be known
as a Jand fit for sacrifices ; the Melacka land is beyond it.”

Though this definition of the great Hindoo Law-giver applied only
to the different countries constituting the Indiun Peninsula, yet according
to the spirit of the ruling countries sitnated outside the limits of India
connot be called Melachadesa where the antelopes roam and graze in a
state of nature, such as Russia,, Siam, and many other countries.

Y = er behavmur from a Brahmin born in that country.” Tt

111

T.et us now see what countries are given in the order of preference,

and especially recommended in the Iusitutes of Menu us fit places where
a holy and pious Hindoo should reside— *

FI@AT TUTA SqAEN dgAT |

o Safafdd o agraw u=w=wd 1

aferq X T JATT U wATHA: |

FUAT ATRAUATAT € WSTITT SHA ||

FTRIAT AT UITET, YIHART: |

e iy S § FEnawtedaa |

Qﬂ%mﬂm WRTATE AAHA: |

w & =fw fuRtq gfasi ama=ar |

-1 % )m@mw aatrrﬁaaaaraﬁx I

© RN YT W yaifad; |
ATAGETT 9 FHAQTEHETT ufamq l
ARt R fagau |

\ >

The country which is between the divine rivers Sarasvati and
Drisadvati, that land fixed by the gods (the wise) called Bralkmavarta.

«“What custom of the four castes and the mixed castes has been
handed down by course of succession in that country that is called good
custom.” » .

«Kurukshetra, Matsya, Panchala, Swrasenaka are mdeed Blahmms*”
land, next to Brahmavarta. All men in the world should learn their: }

s

-

\ e country between the Himalaya and Vindhya mountain§~which
is to the east of Vinacana, ?. e., the terminus of the Sarasvati, and to
the west of Prayaga, is called the central country.

The land indeed between those two mountains, extending to the
Eastern and to the Western sea, the wise call Aryavarta.

Brahmavarta, Brahmayshi Desa, Madhya Desa, and Aryavarta are
mentioned by Mennu as the fit places where true Hindoos should dwell.
Amongst these places, the first preference ig given to Brakmavarta, and
secondly to Brahmarshi Desa. '
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The site of DBrahmavarta is o small tract of land a little to the north
of Thanaswar,—the modern Panipat. But at present the majority of the
population of this part of India is composed of Mahommedans, whose
manners and customs are followed even by the Hindoos living in that part
of the country. Brahmarshi Desa includes Kurukshetra, which corrve-
sponds with Thanaswar ; Panchala, which corresponds with Kanouj near

Delhi ; Swrasenaka, which corresponds with Mithila.

From the aboveslokas, it is evident that the Panjub, Cashmerve, Lower
Bengal, Assam, and the whole of Southern India on the south of the
Vindhya range come in the category of Melachadesa, and living in those
parts of India is just the same as living in England or in any other part
of the world, according to the views held by Menu. But for all this,

- the Brahmins of Lower Bengal or Southern India do not look upon them-

selves in any way inferior to the Brahmins of Northern Iadia. The
interdiction to proceed to a Meluchadese was simply a =i#s or chack, and

1t , ~ Nee b ;
not a fafy or absolute prohibition, and at the present mom nt the rv’.ug
is “more honoured in the breach than in the observance.”

Travelling and residence in a Melachadesa waDa p@;@,ent cuscom 1in
- . . . I , } .
India from time immiewmorial, which we shall presently t ) prove.

Our two grand epic poeﬁls Ramayana and Mahabharata furnish
us with the evidence in this matter. Vasistha, the greatest, of Hindoo
sages, went to China, and partook of the food of the Chinese whilst in
their country.

Ram Chandra—the greatest of Aryan Monarchs that ever sat on the
throne of Ayoddya—went to Ceylon, passing through the Deccan and
other parts of Southern India.

Mahabharata tells us that Arjuna visited and conquered several
Melacha countries in the course of his great conguest fz_mﬁg.

Let us now turn our attention to the commerce of ancient India,
It is asserted by some that the Hindoos were

”“;“‘ foregin and internal. we
q,\ “enorant of commerce and maritime trade. That such an opinirn
is a e assumption, and not founded on facts, I shall presentl%jt; |
Iitdia had mercantile connection ~with Russsia, Persia, Arabia, C..,ua,
Babylonia, Ava, Pegu, Malacca, Asia Minor, Egypt, Ethiopia, Syria,
Assyria, Pheenicia, Greece, LRowe, and many other places which 1t 1is
needless to mention,

Periplus, Plinny, and Colonel Wilford speak of India’s mercantile
connection with China from the earliest times. It is mentioned 1in

“Sakantala,” Canto I, that there was a comunication between India
and China.

V.

! NAIgHRA Far: ufqard Naarr

We learn from Macpherson’s annals of commerce thgt India was
the chief emporium of trade, and had commercial relations with Persia
and Arabia. We also learn from Raghuvansa that Raghu extended his

conquest as far as Persia, which will be evident from the following sloka
in the Rughuvansa :—

YUTCEETE d41 Sig’ @ Wha™ AT |

»  We learn from Heeren’s Asiatic Nations (Volume I, p. 210) that

Tthere was a direct communication by land through Bactria, between India
aud Babylon, as early as 1659 B. C. The Phcenicians, the Romans, the

) . R . N
Greeks, and the Jews had frequent and regular commercial relations

with In((’lia both by land and sea. But as these communications were
r~ade more by sea than by the land route, we shall treat this questions
seﬁl\a&ly. ’

There are nymer~yy instances to prove that the ancient Hindoos
visited and res in foreign countries.

Colohel Wilford (Asiatic Researches, Volume XI, p. 105) says :—*“Some
of the Ambassadors were off as far as Spain, others visited Alexandria
and Egypt, where Ptolemy in the third century saw and conversed
with them. Some of these Ambassadors had long conference at Babylon,
or rather Selewcia with the famous Bar de Sanes, and pilgrimages to the
Sc’hon of Mohabhoga now Mabog or Bambyke in Syria were very common,
according to Lucian, as cited by the author of the ancient Universal
History.” The Hindoos made several immigrations to foreign countries.
A band of Hindoos settled in colchis, wherei they are still Hindoos.
Colonel Tod, in hig Rajasthan, conjectures that the Heraclidee of the
Greeks were probably a colony of the Haricula or Jodu Bangsa of the
Hindoos.

of 1undia.

N “ have said before that the whole of Southern India, Orissa.,-;x&,
Cashmere, Bengal, and some other parts of Hindoostan were regarded
by Menu as Melachadesa ; and the same view 1s also expressed by almost
all the writers of the Purans. According to Baudhayana, Bengal 1s a
Melachadesa. Devala says i—

T

A @ITEaEU q9T qgaarta. |
ggagafaetg Tar dereAeta |

10
, )

Hischias asserts that the Sindi of Thrace were the inhabitan! j

3
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Govinda Nanda, in his commentary, says :—
TFAFAfawy TOFANEY 7 |
araarat faar rsmq gadsTaTEta |
Again, in Matsya Purana— |
mj.rﬁaaﬂ wWeR<zenfaaria: 1
favg s Neagfaes w4t
TATY INAq @=tq HEHTRY wHAq |

It is quite evident from the above quotations that Bengal itself is in
the same category with a Melachadese, and that a rigid Hindoo coming

to or residing in MA1Y, GNP or evenin Bengal, has to perform #H®{q

or certain observances. Now we ask whether any Hindoo of the moet

orthodox type, living in Bengal or in other places mention'd in tte “lext,
performs the required RRI4. It is evident from the text of Matsya
Purana, cited above, that a Hindoo residing“'i‘n a @ efrchadese and a
Hindoo residing in Bengal, C-J’ﬁ?fz‘ Ffaw 5%, and othef Helacha places
mentioned in the text are both placed in the same category <. e., both

are excluded from being invited or fed in the skre¢dha ceremony or per-
formance of obsequial rites,

Hemadri Paresesha Khanda—

= FTETey A Wt |
wfRA ATHMUIET JEATa Faw |

It was a custom prevalent in ancient India to feed the Brahmins of
spotless character and well versed in the Vedas on the day of the siradha
ivemony. But as the Brahmins of the present day are not what they

& Fo be, this custom has fallen into disuse; and in the absence of a
trudQg | ;hmin in flesh and blood, we have substituted a Brahmin 1y €.

kusa grass on the occasion of performance of the Shradha ceﬁ.:;:aijy
instead of a living one.

But as no Brahmin at the present day can ever dream of being
entitled to receiving (IS or an invitation to obtain the articles of the
shradhka on the day and at the time of its perfarmance, on the ground of
his having fallen from his original condition of purity, the ruling con-

tained in the sloka quoted above as regards (F®9 is now practically a
dead letter. A

vii

2 Tt is worthy of notice that within the vast domain of the Hindoo
shastras, no authority could be found in any of the shas_t‘a'as that the mere
eircumstance of a Hindoo taking up his residence in a Melachae country

"leads to- social ostracism and the forfeiture of his right to be called and
looked upon as a Hindoo—

sfuat ga garfa saw’ afqursas |
wz Tt agaicata wwe faga |

Brahmins residing anywhere (<. e., whether in a Melacha or mnon-

\ Melacha country) can preserve their own dhurma (virtue), provided they

- perform their six cardinal duties as laid down in the institutes of Menu,
Ch. X, sloka ?5, namely,

“ Giving instraction in and perusing the holy text, giving sac.rifice
themselves and also offering sacrifice (for others), giving and receiving
prc\. mis, also g(these are) the six occupations of him whose birth is
highest.”

S5°it is & thé-.‘vrong on the part of those who stigmatise our
England-retuig} countrymen as non-Hindoos simply on the gr(.)u.nd ?f
their having proceeded to a Melacha country. A Hindoo residing in
Bengal and the other Melacha countries mentioned in the text do'es not
consider himself in any way inferior to a Hindoo of Northern India, nor
is the Hindoo public opinion against him. I see no earthly reason, ther(?,-
fore, why a Hindoo gentleman returned from Eugland shogld be (.301131-
dered as an outcast, or a non-Hindoo. These rulings, however, re.fel only
to the twice-born classes, 7. €., to the Brahmins, Kshatriyas and Vmsa.yas:

As regards the Sudras, there is no restriction whatever for their

living in a Melacha country. Menu says—

gz e wtee a1 fravgfa wfie |

-

| se d i i oland for the
o.  zse does not preclude him from going to England

his own advancement.) |

We have tried to answer as far as lies in our pewer the questlfm
whether a Hindoo by sojodrning or dwelling in o Melachae country connn:ts{
any sin, or becomes an putcast, according t? f)ur s{a}ast;rals‘,. lldox\\;iui;l
observe en passant that, as faras I am aware, 1.t is nowhere Lm‘f own i
A1l the authoritative Hindoo books on Prayaschitwa t.hat, the pelm()’l m.mu,‘
of any Prayaschitwa or expiation 1s necessary for a Hindoo who goes to 0

A Sudra distressed for a livelihood may abide in any place why j

' . at :  can oo anywhere._
€ . (This sloka also goes to show that a Sudra can go any €

.~
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resides in a Melacka country, for such action of his is no sin according o
the shastras. o

Now we,shall endeavour to meet the second objection, viz., whether
going to transoceanic countries is consistent with the tenets of our shas-
tras. It is a prevalent belief in some quarters that the Hindoos were

utter strangers to maritime trade, and were unacquainted with ship-build-
ing. There cannot be a more erroneous notion than this. Those acquain-
ted with Sanskrlt( lore know that the ancient Hindoos made great pro-
gress in navigation, and travelled far and wide by sea. That sea-voyage
was prevalent in ancient India can be gathered from the following hymns

in the Rig Vede, the most authoritative and ancient scripture of the
Hindoos—

AAZTTT TEUG ATd ATEIZTATITT W2 |
wfuagat gfumfy ol s Sraragsadt |

1st Astaka Adhya 8, Mandala 1— |
Sloka 3—

give yeqwhadead o @ wfaweAl T
agey AfuamEaifal afta gfaadesth )

Sloka 4—
faa: wufgwtta aafzataar ysggey: oag:

HEW YgAe qrifaiias: naafy: q=d: |
Sloka 5—

HARHT AT AT AATETR HAAHR GHE |
ggfar segy sgaw warfeat araaataatd |

o“ When I (a descendant of the family of Vasishtha) and Varuna were
Mling in the mid-sea on a vessel, it was so dancing, tossed to e’
by the-waves, as if we were enjoying in a rocking cradle. % v.

T

r 2y

‘““As a dying man relinquishes his wealth and fortune, so Turga sent
his son Bhujyu to the sea. O Aswis! You have broucht him back by

your own ship, since that ship was floating in the sea, as water does not
enter it.

“O Nasatyas ! (q{A9]) you took Bhujyu by a hundred, wheeled car

dragged by six horses, The car was carried, in course of three days and
threc nights, to the coast of the sea.

it g

_ . proof than this.
*Jiziopposed to the injunctions of the Hindoo shastras.

. - At o8

1

1X

? «0O Aswig ! You did this work in the sea, which has no support, which

has no land within it, and where nothing, not even a shick, can be found.

You brought back Bhujyu to his own house by a boat having a hundred
rowers.” '

The above slokas clearly and distinctly prove that sea-voyage was pre-
valent in the Vedic ages. The last sloka pointedly tells us that the
Hindoos used to undertake voyages of very long distance. It also shows
that the term Samudire cannot be applied to any inland waters, since it
says there is no land within it. There cannot be a clearer and stronger
.Iu the face of this, one cannot maintain that sea-voyage

There are also texts
in the three other Vedas which go to establish our position. Although

some seemingly condemnatory passages may be found in the later or com- .

paratively more modern writings of the Hindoos, bearing on the subject
of sea-voyage, yet they carry little or no weight with them, as they are
opp\i d to thegexts quoted above from the Vedas. Itis well known that
“Vedas” and the Smritis differ, preference should be given to the
formers-and wherigthe itis and the Purans differ, preference should be
given to the S )
The question of sea-voyage was not lost sight of in the Institutes of
Menu. Sloka 157, chapter VIII, says—

TYFATAFAAT IUATATA LA |
wraafe izﬁ afd |1 aarfaeE ufea |

¢ Interest on money lent on list is said to be fixed by men well ac-
quainted with sea-voyages or journeys by land.”

It is evident to every unprejudiced mind, from the slofa cited above,
that sea-voyage was sanctioned by Menu, the greatest law-giver of the
Hindoos. ?

In the slokas from 151-166,
cians, astrologers, and priests having a large number of disciples, *+
| oute with their fathers ; those who live upon idol- worshiy. > &ose
'.\». . .& conceited panegyrists ; those who teach Sudras ; those who drink
spirituous liquors; those who injure their friends, are not to be fed on the
occation of the skradhae ceremony, z. e., are not to receive (39« or an
invitation to receive the articles of the shradka, and the list also includes

ihobe who undertake sea-voyage. —vide sloka 158, chapter I111—

HENMTITRY T FETN Frafawat |
AFEITA a9 afaH: FTRIE. |

in chapter III, Menu says that phy%i }
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“One who burns houses, a poisoner, one who eats with the son of an
o
adulteress, one who sells the soma plant, one who goes on sea-voyages,
and a panegyrist, an oil-monger, and a suborner of perjury.”

It may be urged by the oppositson party that Menu in the above
sloka does not approve of sea-voyage, but it is evident that it cannot at all

be considered in the light of a restriction, as the other erimes, if any, also

alluded to, are not only now rampant throughout the whole structure
of Hindoo society, but even go unchallenged by the votaries of orthodox
Hindooism. Besides, thre passage applies exclusively to Brahmins, and
it should also be borne in mind that there is not a single passage in the

whole Institutes of Menu which says that toa Hindoo sea-voyage is.a
As the disapproval if any extends to a multitude

sin or even an offence.

. of other things, which are so common in modern Hindoo sogjety, it carries
no weight with it all. Why then raise such unreasonable objection
against sea-voyage, which is not only approved of, but also sznctioned,
by the Hindoo shastras ?

. )
We learn from the Ramayana that “merchants trafficked beyond the
sea, and were in the habit of bringing presents%. .he ﬁ’r.”

Mention is made of IR, or Java, in this epic (Kis¥ .indhya Kanda,
Sarya 40)—

FAT ALY TR AR |
Q [ d Q °
AU H T1U GIUwTg AfEd 0
¥
It appears from the following slok¢ in the Mahabharata that

Sahadeva, the youngest brother of the five Pandavas, went to the several
islands in the sea, and conquered the Melache inhabitants thereof—

| AT NUATHIT FuUATq | =210 |
-~ fauTeTq YEWIRig RUATITATAG
J Y aTETRISI9ad afwaT aetafa | {;f’f/ g

The magnanimous Sahadeva conquered and brought under his sub-
jection the Melacha kings, and hunters, and cannibals inhabiting the

several islands in the sea, including the island called Tamra, &ec.

From the Mitaskhara we learn that the Hindoos were in.the habit of
making adventurous sea-voyages.

Mention is also made of sea-voyage in the Vayu Purana, Haribangsa,
Markendaya Purana, Bhagabat Purana, Hitopodesa, Sakuntala, Rathnavali,

X1

Basa Kumarcherita, Kathasaritsagar, and in several other books of the
Hindoos. . o

In the Kathasaritsagar (which is compiled by Somadeva from a higher
and superior work which is a translation of a work in the Paisachie
language, a form of Prakrita whose date is not later than the 5th Century
A. D.), we meet with innumerable references to sea-voyages.

In the 25th Taranga, slokas 58—60, and in the 26th Taranga, slokas
124—150, we find mention of sea-voyage. »

In the 50th Taranga, it is said the Chitrakara, with two mendicants,

. 'téached the city of Pratisthan ®[fe51q after crossing the vast ocean. Then
 'he reached Muktipura Jfe%F island in eight days, after defeating his

enemies. :

»
Strabo says that the Indians navigated the Ganges from the sea up
to Paliboghra. We learn from Macpherson’s annals of commerce that “the

. tives of Ind$ extended their voyages beyond the former limits, and
took Mn*active share in the trade with Egypt.”

.

In the 6th Cerigry, .Arding to Plinny, the merchants of India called
_in at the ports | }i‘sia.by sea.

We' learn from Dr. Wilson’s account of the travels of the great
Chinese traveller Fa Hiam, in the journal of the Royal Asiatic Society,
Vol. V that he was on board an Indian ship, which was entirely manned

and officered by Hindoos, and that there were also Brahmin passengers
in that ship.

We quote the following from Baraha Purana in confirmation of our
views ;—

gas@aa TAa af@rar® wfaaar |

_ TEuTOEs: wrERATarias agfae ,
. ud fafegs w9€T agw@ET gua} o
wgzatfafusia: @fad = fada: |
oHT GF GUTAT AT QU |
WATESTEA: A qraare gurfaar:

“ He felt inclined to proceed to that place as a merchant, and to a
. ® T .
company those who know all about precious gems, on a sea-going vess .

qGZITA Caria astEetta argfi | '

[
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R E | in view to bring good many large pearls of great price. With this resolte shradkas, entvance into the Vanaprastha state, gift of a daunghtewonce

' , i he went on his jonrney with several other merchants, aided by people well already given away (widow marriage), protracted Bramfhcharya, human
: : E acquainted with sea-voyages.” sacrifice, horse sacritice, expiatory suicide by falling from® very high
, R In Raj-Tarangini, the only historical work now extant in Sanskrit, we mountains, gomedha sacrifice, and vedic yajnas involving sacrifices of

. : ' meet with the following sloka ;:— cattle ; these dharmas ought to be avoided in the Kali Juga”.

1‘ s , n ~ The passage in the Brihat Naradyia can also be interpreted in a

- S mﬁrﬁvﬁa‘-' ﬁsq M=k U ?ﬂ@ ' different manner Kasiram Bhattacharya, the learned and able commenta- ,!
g S . . . |
1 ; % mtmti fmmw ﬁﬁﬂ: R tor of Raghunandan, says with regard to this passag®that going to the :
> 3 i . . sea for the purpose of committing suicide by drowning one’s self therein |
‘\’. % ~.-_ L : “ The royal messenger fell into the sea while proceeding on a vessel, . prohibited in the text of Brihat Naradyia in the Kali Juga. 2
H’n '. and a whale devoured him; but ripping open its belly, he came out-and | . \
, :*‘ . crossed the sea.” The learned commentator says—

g Fr ] id above, it will appear t judiced &y =

ol rom what we have said a ove, 1L Wlll appear to every unprejudilce uAq @TQTHW'QTTWG{"'T HWQ fm mam‘-_

4 ? mind that sea-voyage was prevalent in India from the very earliest time, . ’ 9 '

o . . ® t&a,rr, o 1 3 i
: ';fﬁ The only two passages which can be cited by the onnonents of ..a Rt nsrmmwag nt"\'ﬁﬁzlﬂ fearaarfenws

. f% voyage in their favour are altogether vague, and not exaculy to the Joint, g.&ﬁl ‘TﬁT ﬂ'cﬁ'ﬁ:fﬁ =5 o | ’
e They were probably composed at a later perig; ,,vhen Hindooism was " . j

5 rather on. the decline, a:nd the adv enttfrous, l')old an Del prising spirit ¢« That the A% qf@l RF1F means proceeding to sea for the pur-

t égf' of the Hindoos was dying out, and with a view, perhaps, to connteract pose of committing suicide by drowning.”

b [ the increasing and proselytising influence of the Mahommedans, which = =

% 3 was probably then in the ascendant, especially in Bengal. It thus appears fI:OIIl the explanation given ‘by the learnefi commenta-

l {}‘\ Howi t in Brihat Naradiva P tor that sea-voyage is prohibited in the Kali Juga only in the case of

‘ * The following text in Brihat Naradiya Purana says :— those who tindertake it with the object of committing suicide by drown-

“FEFATAT WRTC FAEY o

) - feneTAEE iy wETRUAAGT

| | qatw garquia dyga quiay:

| AWSTH q9AT HTS ATCUHTHHGAY

THTATHY HATAT: gASTH a0 |

\'  SrdwTe TEEE ARUTEATRY oo
AR THRIAAA WA aATHG:
T 9rq wfagh astrrm guarfow §)”

“Sea-voyage, carrying of the bowl or the begging pot (kamandalu)

. | . marriage’with girls of other than one’s own caste by the twice-born classes,
production of issue by a brother-in-law, husband’s younger brother (¢%33),

immolation of animals “at the Madhuparka, offering of flesh-meat at

ing.%« This restriction @nnot therefore apply to those who proceed on
sea-voyage for the purpose ’acquiring wealth, knowledge, or for pleasure
and the like. As it is evident from the sloka quoted in the Birhat
Naradyia Purana that all the interdictions enumerated are exclusively
of a religious character, the particular interdiction as regards sea-voyage
cannot but be of tMe same nature, 2. e., sea-voyage with a religious ?
motive is prohibited in the Kali Juga. The opponents of sea-voyage j
may cite this sloka, and try to prove that sea-voyage is opposed there’
g T ne upon the public, who know little or nothing of Sanskrit~*

5 ng or misinterpreting the slokta itself. But those who under-
stand Sanskrit will at once see that our pleading is not special, and that
the interpretation given by the learned commentator is perfectly accurate. '
1t is apparently from the text that Siq 4qIq these dhormas are prohibi-
ted in the Kali Juga. Sea-voyage in itself is no dharma. It is considered
dharma by Parasara, when one undertakes sea-voyage for the purpose of .

C raa e O REY AR TRE TPy SPPT AET ag ap

G NS s . o asa
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*¥ The great orviental scholar and critie, Dr. Rajéndra Lala Mitra, tran-
= ¢ « e . [ N . . gae b} ]
slates AT @] 1T (9 as “suicide by getting one’s self drowned in the sea.
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expiating his sin, caused by the murder of a Brahmin, We cite the text
of Parasara belew :—

TaANSARAETN TaaNAARTTd |
I aarferaaagaafad |
¥ =97 g swmeat wwfa | !

“The sight Gf the bridge over the sea, extending over 800 miles,
constructed under instructions from the great Ramachandra by Nala and
others, is efficacious for the expiation of the sin of Brahmin murder.”

The learned lexicographer, the late Tara Nath Tarakbachaspati; who
is justly considered as an authority in. Sanskrit literature in modern
times, also holds the same view. He says— "

CHUSTATATRNRTC TRl q, HAGUEAHTATIAT-
SrETEY we tavgtg  arfesrasra<tatdTiae

RN

awr fAaagrvTaa afgugwaraarg

By the phrase sumudra jatra sikar, sea-voyage for religiousu purposes
is prohibited in the Kali Juga, and in the absence of prohibition to

AT

Ser)

sea-voyage for merchandise or that undertaken under the mandate of the .

sovereign it cannot possibly be made applicable to such sea-voyages.
The other text under which shelter is taken by the oppositionists is

from the Aditya Purana, which runs thus 0

fawarat wstiquay savw fauise
fesmtah g arg: Dfuaenfa @9 |
gfaanas T a5WEY g |
ATt SRAATY waUe AR o
frafaarts faafeslawig=® T4: | £

«“The production of issue by a widow or by a Devara (the youngest
brother of the husband) ; the taking back intp the social circle a twice-
born man who went on sea-voyage, though he had performed praischitwa
or expiation ; those who live on idol-worship"; those who perform religious
observances with an aim or 7:FH these dharmas and the like have been
abstained from by noble and learned men atthe beginning of the Kali
Juga for the well being of mankind.”

XV

o - .
Tara Nath Tarakbachaspati interprets the sloka in the following

manner ;— o

| A" TNTEEHZIATANAART et (afas qanard
ARAAATR ¥ AT wwriefuigatwan: garfyamny
\| ¢ a2 wafgamcdsft fesmmasmerEe, ggrang |

ST | FHITAFTATA 9 FATA U] Wrafg«res-
. IAAq A T fafugar seraTat fanag |/
yiEwniasasfa naaaa serafa s=ifaoar-
fagatfasngd fearferaaagsias  wa Fg=a-
TAAAT \fﬂ@fuﬁr g fa a9 '

Sea-voywge or chieXng on a sea-going vessel for religious purposes
only is interdict~ ~ 1 ng such voyage one comes in special contact
with the Mel \ﬁ and if on such occasions one abandons Sandhya, or
authorised daily prayers at stated hours, and the like, then in that case
if the twice-born who has committed such fault performs praisciitwa, then
he is not to be taken back within the pale of Hindoo society. As for
the Sudrre, no fault attaches to them under such a contingency. As no
praischitwa is laid down anywhere in the Hindoo skasiras in connection
with sea-voyage, it is‘f*’blised that it is not inhabited. KEven at the

_ present day people proceed to Ceylon and other places through the sex on
mercantile enterprise. It is, therefore, idle to say that sea-voyage in

general is prohibited.

This sloka, alsosas it will be apparent from the above interpretation,
does not prohibit sea-voyage for secular purposes in the Kali Juga. It
only speaks of praischitwa or expiation on the part of those who hgy-

' rovforming their most important daily religious duties as Hind A
to lax and intimate with the Melachas in the matter « _Hod.
Moreover, this text has exclusive application to the Brahmins., All the
Hindoo sastrakars most distinctly say that there is no prohibition what-
ever for the Sudras at ayy time and under any circumstances to make
voyages by sea. If in spite of all this the opponents of sea-voyage do
not accept the interpretati(ﬁis of Kasiram and Taranath, and try to
impose on the general public unacquainted with Sanskrit, tenaciously
sticking to their own forced interpretation, we could only say that failing
to find any prohibitory passage either in the Vedas, or in the Smritisy

‘ |
o | /
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or in the primary Purans, they were compelled to resort to two isolated
passaées in the &wo Upapurans, or Purans, of secondary importance,
mentioned adove, which are beyond all doabt less authoritative, less 1m-
portant, and less binding upon the Hindoos than the injunctions contained
in the Vedas, the Smritis, and the Purans. As to the order of precedence,
of our respective shastras the Prayoga Parijata says—

e s e m o e kel mae

a7 Wd gaTEg ang wiaa

, , gfagfagoraat faad a= fa=a |

B Feratufaaaarg ararwi 5 w= |qa |
, wufaqQar av a7 |Wiarrar=s |

5 It is passing strange that casting aside the authority of the Vedas,
' the Smritis, and the Purans, they take their stand uEM‘o' isolated
passages of the two Upapurans. According to Horace ‘;.Fa nn (Walson,
the Upapurans are not older than the 12th’€,,mt_j; v A U, and the late

deep learning, and ripe scholarship are universally ac aowledged, and
whose recent lamentable death has caused a vacuum in the world
of oriental literature, says, “these Upapurans have been so carelessly
L preserved, and are so full of interpolations, and altogether are of such
| questionable authenticity, that even the most orthodox Hindoo fiolds them
to be of very secondary rank compared to the Vedas, the Smritis, and the

Vi
Sutras.” T

But before finally taking leave of the two texts, I would most pro-
minently bring to your notice that notwithstanding the qualified interdic-
tions to sea-voyage contained therein, the above texts are immediately
followed by the following passages in the same two Upapurans, respec-
‘tively, which make our position stiil more firm :—

o ufeien aaefigsac: | ,{,_
- gapgt ufadal KT FAIRATHA: b

“ One should observe the manners and customs of his own country ;
one who does not do this becomes degraded ard fallen (patitc ) and devoid
of all dharma.”

. .
' “gRIgifu FTgAt qHTY JIAEHAT
“The practice of reverad persons is proof as potent as that of the
Vedas.”

~

\ o

Raja Rajendra Lala Mitra. LL. D., C. 1. E,, W¥nose Y4 »und erudition,
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c
. As we .have shown above that sea-voyage was prevalent in ancient
Hindoo society from the very earliest times, and that the pract;ce was
geuef'a:l]y followec.l .bf)th by Aryan potentates and Rishis, the passages
couditionally prohibiting sea- voyage do not carry any weight with them

. The view. we have taken as regards the texts in our disfavour from
Brihat Naradyia Puran and Aditya Purana is also corroborated by no less

an authority in the Sanskrit literature than Pundit Satybrata Samasrami
He says— » | .

“aFmA IFARAT Ay 9% A0S 239 whisia e AR Agde sfasita

Sofw 229 iy otmw spew St xesfiTe viety @ caflg wReh @ TR

s AR JAITe 2891 Aifweiy, serarws Ay yifFrecs 7, I3 -

IR QACTASIRN SAT %S A7 AT 8 TS Siyet AT ARSAS

Z¥ q(Z AT IS A1 AAFS | T30S AT | qwiT| Ity 77 B3] DAwwifs-

—r |
e .:o%(}‘fﬂ TN @ AP AYFAF gZRN@ SAoyFaq vy 84fx fsy
wfndeory (%a SR o 268 swatal wwift fifam gore g A |
The late erable” Pundit Iswara Chundra Vidyasagara, whose
la.ment?ble d is justly considered as a great national calamity, and

whose authority in Sanskrit literature cannot be questioned by any, says
- L L4 Ld ,
in his treatise on widow marriage—

QA 12 T8 TTCSLY, (T FATA WY, NZfAFF 297, IFo4F Aygla,

VTS IH649], 9% I 063 S5t 227 Fqifices |
..

There are several ov. & passages in the Hindoo skastras in support of

‘the view we have taken in the matter of sea-voyage, but as I have already

tresspased upon your time and patience so long, and as the question will
doubtless be grasped and grappled with in all its bearings by some of

our ablest men »ho hs seellc . . . ey
o have condescended to address this meeting, it is

o

superluous on my part to make any further quotations from tb

shast ‘e, .}\TOW it must be quite clear to every unprejudiced thinker f
- adduced above ‘that the Hindoos navigated the seac /t’én'.
throughout the vast range of our skhastras, whether in the v édas,
Ramayana, Mahabharata, Sanhitas, Purans or in the general literature
of the country, sea-voyage is prohibited or regarded as a sin, or an offence,
or a crime. On the other Land, it was a prevailing custom of the findoos
in all ages. It did not fall into disuse at any stage of Hindoo society.
The voyages of Srimanta Saudagar and Yougandharayan are well known
to every Hindoo. Even at the present day there is a custom prevalent

amongst the Hindoos of Southern India to gather pearls from the sea -

round about the island of Ceylon and other adjacent parts. It is not an

[\ | :
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uncompnon fact that pilgrims proceed to Pooree to visit the great shrine of
Juggernath on b@ard the steamer sailing through the Bay of Bengal
No one now® objects to any one going to Burmah, Rangoon, Madras, or
Ceylon by ship. If in the face of such patent facts you stand up and s~y
that sea-voyage is disallowable to a Hindoo, as it is not sanctioned in our
shastras, then we can only say that all that we can do is to give you
reasons and arguments, and that if you are determined not to be convinced,
we regret to say thy it is useless to discuss the question.

If going to a Meluchadese or making sea-voyage is not considered as a
sin according to our shastras, then we don’t see any reason whatever for
expiation or &{af*sg |

Where there is no sin there can be no punishment or expiation.
Moreover, in Raghunandan’s Prayaschitwa Bivaka no mention of Prayas-
chitwa is made, for going to a Melachadesa or making sea-vnyage. So
those who say that our England-returned countrymen shou}~ Ve expin-
tion for their proceeding to Englagd do not only év-l( L?.Fa-uamtm‘iable
ignorance of the Hindoo skastras, but exhibit a L +»' . &s, candour,
and common sense. It is highly illiberal, ungenerd§g>tnd despotic to
place our England returned brethren in a position of abje®aumiliation by
compelling them, at the sacrifice of their conscience, the voice of God in
the human heart, to partake of cow dung, as if they have committed the
most heinous and horrible crimes in the annals of human iniquities,
although the shastras nowhere maintain that sea-voyage 1s an act of sin.

The next and the last point to which I wish.#o invite your attention
is the partaking of forbidden food by those Yo go to Englnnd, and on
which so much stress is laid at present by our countrymen.

Menu says—

wifayd w=® i Sfggraaniagn |
W OgAGATEEgigqatea: |

+The wise have pronounced eatable, among five-toed .,
hedgenvg or boar and porcupine, the iguanas, rhinoceros, to
hare also, and except camels, animals which have one row of teeth.”

Again—

mfad IFIATE ATTUTATT FRIAT |
garfafy fAgayg araETaRT gt T o

So those who are obliged to resort to forbidden fool from sheer
necessity, such as the preservation of life, cannot reasonably be outcasted.
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