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‘Do I contradict myself ?
Very well, then, I contradict msyelf :
(1 am large—I contain multitudes.)

—*‘Song of Myself”
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I speak the pass-word primeval—I give the sign of democracy ;
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If anything is sacred, the human body is sacred,

And the glory and sweat of a man, is token of manhood untainted ;

And in man or woman, a clean, strong, firm-fibred body is beautiful
as the most beautiful face.

e

1 have said that the soul is not more than the body,

And I have said that the body is not more than the soul ;

And nothing, not God, is greater to one than one’s self is.
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Walt Whitman am I, a Kosmos, of mighty Manhattan the son,

Turbulent, fleshy and sensual, eating, drinking and breeding ;

No sentimentalist—no stander above men and women, or

apart from them ;
No more modest than immodest. ...

Through me many long dumb voices ;
Voices of the interminable generations of slaves
Voices of prostitutes, and of deform’d persons ;
Voices of the diseas’d and despairing, and of thieves and dwarfs...
1 believe a leaf of grass is no less than the journey-work
of the stars, «ieeee
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If health were not his distinguishing attribute, this poet would
be the very harlot of persons. Right and left he flings his arms, drawing
man and woman with undeniable love to his close embrace, loving the
clasp of their hands, the touch of their neck and breast, and the sound
of their voices”... He must recreate poetry with the elements always
at hand.
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The New World needs.the poems of realities and science and of
the democratic average and basic equality....Without yielding an inch
the working man and working woman were to be in my pages from
first to last. The ranges of heroism and loftiness with which Greek
and feudal poets endow’d their god-like on lordly-born characters—

| indeed prouder and better based and with fuller ranges than those—I was

to endow the democratic averages....
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I make a pact with you, Walt Whitman—...
It was you that broke the new wood,

Now it is a time for carving.

We have one sap and one root—

Let there be commerce between us.
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