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AN INDIAN DAY
Noel Scott

I watched a bullock sway

Away from the sun-stained day

Towards the night,

And saw the tight, the bright

Quivering dry size of its thighs

Fade in the dust of a road in India.

I watched a leper squat, -
Rot by the very spot

Where the beast

Had laid like a priest its feast

Before the adoring eyes of the flies

Riding the dust of a road in India.

I watched a woman cry,

Lie in the gutter and die,

Her moans,

Thin like the stones of her bones,
Drift to the rusted rise of the skies
High above the dust of a road in India.

Such was the common day.
Say it is far away—
Yes ;
But not the less confess
" That hot in the dust of a road in India
A terrible prize, a destiny, lies.
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