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INDIAN LITERATURE.
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INDIAN literature is the creation of t‘l)e' Hindu
mind, and so to understand thab literature it is neces:
sary to have some knowledge of the thought and
institutions of ancient Indin, as all the roots of our
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social and spiritual life are deeply embedded iy our
past. The complete history of India has yeb to be
written, but its culture-history has been fully pre.
served in the pages of Sanskrit literature—g literature
which is as vast as it is comprehensive, practically
embracing the whole sphere of human thought and
imagination,

The earliest chapter of our literature, known ag
the Vedas, is a collection of hymns addressed to
gods—that is to say, personified forees of nature—
which express the sentiments of joy and wonder, of
reverence and awe born of the living contact of the
human mind with the external universe. For fresh-
ness of feeling and vigour of expression, there is noth-
ing in any literature which can be compared with
these. In them we find also the earliest attempts of
the human mind to lift the veil of phenomena and
peer into the Reality which is the ultimate basis of
all that exists. The Vedas have ever been looked
upon by our people as the eternal source of their
spiritual and social existence, One thing is certain,
that these first words of India indicated the direction
in which the Hindu mind was to move, and deter-
mined the character of the laws which were to give
shape and form to Hindu society, as well as of the
philosophy which was to mould Hindu psychology.
If the earlier portion of the Vedas was a collection
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; the later portion was a manual of rituals.
;‘{h:)SHl‘:;:’tras (eodespof conduct) and the Vedn:nta,
which represent the two opposite pole.s of the Hindu
mind—the practical and the speculative,—were res-
pectively evolved from the prose and the poetry of

the Vedas.
THE SHASTRAS.

The teaching of the Shastras is, th‘?t. laws were
not made by any legislator, human or dlv.me, but are
self-existent, and as such are eternal nnfl 1mmutz\l_)le c
and that therefore man’s duty consists. in unquestion-
ing submission to them. A virtuous life means noth-
ing more nor less than a life consecrz\.te.d .to tfhe
performance of one’s social duties. The dividing line
between law and morals was not clearly c%m\vn, nn_d
one ran into the other. Our people’s social consoi-
ousness was broken in to this doctrine, :.md'u.x the
result, the willingness to subordinate one’s .llldl.\'ldl-lnl
self to the social self has become almost instinctive
with us. b

The Vedanta philosophy is the complete antithesis
of this doctrine. It deliberately’ and compln.etely
turned its back on the social life of man, and set itself
to solve the problem of the individual soul. “I. and
my Father are one,” sums up the cel.lt.rnl doctrine ?f
the Vedanta. According to this phllosophy,.mmx.s
salvation depends neither on work nor on faith ; ib
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lies in the realisation of the truth that the human
soul is ‘one with the divine. He who realises the
God in bim is the only free man, and as such is above
all social rules. The paradox that man is socially
bound but' spiritually free, dominated the classical
mind of India; and the tragedy of Indian history
consists in this utter divorce of life from thought.

This Vedic literature was a sealed book fto the
masses, the real people of India, and was open only to
the ruling race, the Aryan conquerors, of whose
genius it was the product. What really formed, or
transformed, the psychology of the people at large,
was the story of the lives of the Aryans of the heroic
age, recorded in the two great epics of India, the
Ramayana and the Mahabharata, These are tales of
heroic deeds and noble endeavours, and the outstand-
ing feature of the epic characters is their moral
grandeur. These two epics also happen to be the un-
failing source of all subsequent Sanskrit literature.
Generation after generation of poets, dramatists, and
story-tellers have drawn both their inspiration and
their material from them. It is not necessary for mé
to dwell at length on later Sanskrit literature, be-
cause, in spite of all its high excellence; it has had
little or no influence on either the form or the spirib
of our modern literature, It could not influence life,
because it was too far removed from life, We admire
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it, but do not imitate it. 1t is urbane but conven-
i al. eleoant but stiff; it has form but no m‘ovement,
'holn'\s’col(;,ut but no warmth ; in a word, it is as Te-
: )3 as it is bloodless. It seems that the spirit of
f}l:: Shastras—the legal spirih—ha'd 1:.aken possession
of its soul, and crushed out its vitality. The lattehr-
day products of Sanskrit literature show that t| ;
spirib of India stood in urgent need of thoroug

renovation,
1I1.

The invasion of the Mohammedans, which took
place in the eleventh century A.D., gave the death-
blow to the classical civilisation of India, and along
with it to the decaying Sanskrit lit:eratute. T\\'ro hun-
dred years did not pass before Indla'saw the birth 'of
a new literature—the vernacular hterature.‘ 'As {zs
language shows, this ]iteratu}'e. was popl;l'azl m'l S
origin, and had, whether in spirit or form, little 011{ n:
connection with the classical. The. so-called Prah rit,
or popular literature of the previous age \vas(,1 ;Wci
ever, even more artificial than the_Sansknb, an” f‘_
npthing popular whatever about it. The new 1]:-1ah
ture came out of a new religious movem'ent, in whic|
another side of the soul of our people is revealec}T
the emotional. During the cours'e.of ages Brahmtn{o
institutions had become so rigid and. B_rahmxm;
thought so abstract, that they had practically cease
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to be human. On the other hand, the mind f
people had become intensely humanised by th i
ence of.Buddhism, whose great teaching (;['ei 1ﬁ"f!ll-
compassion for all sentiment creatures had su 1‘; i
into the soul of the nation, i
The simple doctrine of the fatherhood of G
and !:he brotherhood of man, which the Moha .
dans introduced into India, appéars to have stlfl'n-l:
.the soul of the people to its depths, for we ﬁndI;;me
in the fourteenth century, in almost every pa h‘ e
India, religious reformers rose in protest a‘zail:ls: bl()f
en.Jp.ty formalism and the dry intellectualismbof Br }‘3
minic orthodoxy. In this age. Vaishnavism t‘:‘l]-
oldest monotheistic creed of India, was re’viv 13
t]:roughf)ub the length and breadih of the countl‘e
I\eo-Yaxshnavism, with its doctrines of a erson{i
God, incarnation, divine grace, and salvation lf) f'litl(l
bears a close_and striking resemblance to Ohris{im‘lit '
As'a romantic spiritual movement which set a ne{s:
and supreme value on human emotions, it caused
srmul(aueous deepening and heightening (;f th'e eemoff
tional nature of our people. And thz poets of this
age poured out their emotions, social and religious
in language which is as simple as it is fervent. i
IIL. -

i W?}Llh the British conquest of India, there opens a
W chapter of our psychology., In English litera-
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covered a new mental hemisphere,
knowledge—the knowledge of the
—and a dormant faculty of our
soul awoke into life. . What the German philosophers
call the will to know,” suddenly manifested itself
amongst our people in all its freshness and vigour.
The Indian mind showed no hostility—not even the
faintest—towards the message of science; on the

y, our fathers displayed an extraordinary eager-
e new learning which

ture our people dis
a new world of |
facts of this world,

contrar,
ness to acquire and spread th
came from the Wesb. The opening years of the nine-
teenth century thus saw the birth of a new literature,
Jargely - and deeply influenced by Western thought
and Western feeling. The first half of the last cen-
tary did nob produce any permanent literature, be-
cause ib was an experimental age—an Age of text-
books and translations. If we take the example of
Bengal, we find thab her period of literary apprentice-
with the close of the first
The birth of this literature,
jonal, was synchron-
b of India

ship came to an end
century of British rule.
which is at once modern and nati
ous with the assumption of the governmen

bysthe Crown.

Our new literature is the expression of our new
h elements

psychology, into the composition of whic
both European and Indian equally enter. I know of
no process by which these can be separated, because

2
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the human mind is not a chemical compound whiq,
admits of either quantitative op qualitative analysis,
But we shall not 80 very far astray if e SAY - tha,

sophy, because Europe has not suceceeded in rébbing
us of our sense of the Beyond. We Welcome t],
science of modern Europe, but not its philosophy,
We would sooner believe that all is spirit, “than thag
all is matter. Bug we seek to modernige the ancien
thought—that is to say, we would apply the doctrines
of man’s spiritual freedom to his social life, Europe
has simply taught us to bridge ‘the ancient gulf be-
tween Indian thought and Indian life,

_ Rabindranath Tagore incarnates in himself the
whole spirit of (he age, and in his works Europe can
find all the heights and depths of oy new psycho-
logy. But whilst European readers of his writings
can easily recognise what, is Western in thought and
feeling therein; they fail to realise that his religious

Penetrated each other,
Mancliester Gunrdian, Mare), £8, 1918,




