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AR 4 AT ot #ifiere TR | 93 37T WA The Great Shoe
Question 27 I° 55 gre! #ita Rt ficaferem 3w «ffmifess eimizfbes
I G (ST W | 93 ACF G AR TR | GRIIETE @ AFS
ARTex ABRBER @ AR o) R ‘@ (I’ st fie |
S48 TR R G, RFEPRT i @3 e e :
Pandit Isvar Chandra Vidyasagar, a native gentleman of learning,
modesty and merit, who has rendered inestimable services to his
fellow country-men, and whose reputation extends far beyond the
bounds of Asia, complains that he is not allowed to enter the rooms
of the Society with his Shoes—native shoes—on and the Council
does not know precisely how to act in this matter.
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2 =infhas’ Fcafersm, ‘This shoe question had at one time assumed
by no means a pleasant political character.” |
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As regards my qualifications, | beg to observe that | had the honour
to be educated in the above institution (S%i& 7S FTTer) where |
was fortunate enough to obtain many honour and distinctions. Besides
| have the honour to hold the office of Sheristadar of the Bengalee
Department of the College of Fort William, to which | was appointed
in 1841 since which time from the nature of my duties and the institu-
tion being a seat of learning | have improved my knowledge to a
considerable degree and in addition | have given much attention to
acquire proficiency in the system of Sankhya philosophy and the
Puranas, branches which do not fall within the regular course of edu-
cation afforded by your college .”

R S A e, REEsE s et | R @i e
S AR | GTCPBITR ST TG 0K ST T RAgeHlsfa Bt (A0
3! (7 | Aot RepEsiEE 2w Y 3t oA Rye IEE
RrgieT Catat Pz @ i 1 oy e et stafors feg oAfiéw
TS ARG | ST ARG T 7@ elf S | RAgPHisi < srepiotetea
forafere

| studied the Sanskrit language and literature in the Government
Sanskrit College and there imbibed my respect and zeal for these
subjects. Impelled by these feeling and without any other strong
motive, | applied for the appointment. | had hopes that | might be
enabled to remove the impediments which | knew existed to the persuit
of effectual study and that | might be instrumental inintroducing new
and efficient methods but finding my hopes of being useful frustrated
and that there were circumstances of disgrace superadded | thought
it high time to resign.
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---some of our students are obliged to sit on the ground and it must
be remembered the rooms are not matted. This irregularity has been
frequently reported to you (idfe Zwg 7€) and although you have
frequently promised to take efficient steps for putting a stop to such
unjust interference yet you do not appear to have taken any such
steps either because“you approve of such contact or because you
are not impressed with the inconvenience and unseemliness of our
half of a class sitting on the bare ground whilst the other half sits on
stools. Such a disregard of the comfort of the students and the right
of the institutions is to me highly distasteful.>
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FRATH o7 Regeiism Fenem ke w11 93 A e
=, TS XS TYI, PAIPTET, (Y70, (517, (RGN, Proere;
Reca<, T917em, e, Gexvie, Prpwmasiie a3k Arad | @3 e
Rerreie Seeraioy e Regpiise 92w elver o7 s fee o
PLIACRA | (I, ‘Meghaduta is a poem in 118 slokas. A Yaksha or demi-god,
having excited the wrath of his master Kuvera, the god of wealth, was doomed
by the curse of the master deity to remain in a state of separation; away from
his beloved life in a distant land, for the full length of one year. The love in
his distressed condition addresses a cloud, to bear his message to his
wife, at Alaka, the capital.” (VI45/79 %% ‘the adventures of Nalaraja from the
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subject matter of Naisadha'. W3 J#FIFrH¥H? 'Mudrarakshasa, by
Vishakhadatta, may be called a political drama'. Sl P75 — 'is anovel or
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AR GHAE O | R (ae ageE am fte 5, R though
they are of use to the Brahmins as a class of priests, they are not at all fitted
for an academical course’ Tefie AFS f*rrizs RmyeTIo biRTen armererEa
3 (e T@ TS, «ifm Ao F90s |
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famyrA1ara <cEs (31 €% 917 ‘treats of the existence of the deity and that of a
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future state. The line of argumentation on the whole is similar to what is to
be found in modern European works on the same subject.” | RRATR AT
Soltegicaa e fBEr acH RwEAeR F@0es, His reasoning is similar to
that of the schoolmen of the middle ages of Europe. This treatise is what
Bacon would call a “cobweb of leaning”.’ G%314 TG AfEGIYATS CRITT AFS
RratteTa 74, 330 Rt fifies 28 At v fowr 1o ~ffos s g
“ifRsTod | g1l Fcar i, e e ket s o TR S T Rt
@3 : ‘he is the dictator in the modern Nyaya, a school of philosophy learning’,
O -G SHrREE |

fo e fovel, Sttt Siifers hiteT Bars fowlaraia (advanced ideas of
modern times) T A 71, ©F %o g AfeTed O A0 Afe7 2!
IR | S T e W R e 7 (Sl &t s wiavr 2eu
(@ EATE (-6l R ST SrafReT) 4 R Sgfers vefd AT #i1tat |
w3, RWpIIsIca< S, ‘they shall have an ample opportunity of comparing
the systems of philosophy of their own with the new philosophy of the West-
ern world. Young men thus educated will be better able to expose the errors
of ancient Hindu philosophy (3f&fsael SII) than if they were of derive
their knowledge of philosophy simply from European sources.’

TR el 0 ST T IO S (1R, 318 1 20 AT RS A v
AR RIS SIS A1 < AT gt Cefett FRgieAl o (oAt Cpii 2
R fA-561 AN AW Frs (T FrRe SiF T et s ‘rule of
‘religious ceremonies’ i 43 SRIDICT AT wHieg A 7 |fog AR,
Ao ST TR, e R SI AR (74 : SR GR 1A Rt
el 2SN T SIS o0 SN | ‘His knowledge of European phi-
losophy shall be to him an invaluable guide to the understanding of the
merits of the different systems.”

3 T Rl BEr-shme gl siftem fiewe | 2k Frew
SRS S TF, O TERIFS T R TieFe R NogA | 75 QAR
o 7R, P RGPS 7% (R @ AR Aa FRTOI | FFS TS
(A ‘a nursery of improved vernacular literature and of teachers thoroughly
qualified to disseminate that literature amongst the masses of their fellow
countrymen.’
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GRONR :

1. The creation of an enlightend Bengali literature should bé the first object
of those who are entrusted with the superintendence of Education in
Bengal.

2. Such a literature cannot be formed by the exertions of those who are
not competent to collect materials from European sources and to dress
them in elegant, expressive idiomatic Bengali.

3. An elegant, expressive and idiomatic Bengali Style cannot be at the
command of those who are not good Sanskrit scholars. Hence the ne-
cessity of making Sanskrit scholars well versed in the English lan-
guage and literature.
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(masses than for any other class) &7, 7@ Gi-Br7 e Zoz 11 | Rgitor
o, o Toz il @2 F0eTa Sl ST ©f 79 .. these institutions are
regulated on principles which will always act as a great drawback on the
working class. Here children are not only required to buy their slates, book
etc. but have to pay monthly schooling fees. Labour in this country is so
cheap that the earnings of the working classes are scarcely sufficient for
their maintenance. They cannot, therefore, be expected to incur extra charges
for the edueation of their children. If those classes are to be educated, the
Education must be imparted to them gratis so long as their condition is not
bettered, otherwise, it is not reasonable to expect that these classes. will
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reap any material advantage under the system in force in the Vernacular
Schools.”>®
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Disgusting old Charlatan! Corrupter of young girls! | raged to myself, burn-
ing with jealousy, fury, impotent outrage, with his libidinous mysticism, his
vile mixture of devotion and trickery!
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Her heart had long since belonged to another, to Robi Thakur. She had
loved him since she was thirteen, since she had read his books. She had
spent every summer except the last at Shantiniketan, staying with the poet's
family, in his own house. How often, at night, alone with the old man on the
terrace and seated at his feet, had she listened to him talking! He had stroked
her hair. Atfirst, she had not known what emotion it was that transported her
beyond ordinary consciousness into a never-ending, unspeakably exquisite
dream. She had thought that the veneration and filial devotion she had for
her guru must have caused the miracle. Then, one evening, the poet had
told her that it was in fact a manifestation of Love. She had fainted. She did
not know how long it had been before she came round, laid out in the poet's
room, on his bed, her face covered in perspiration. The fresh smell of jas-
mine floated through the room. Her guru was still stroking her hair. It was
then that he had given her the mantra that protected against impurity. He
had asked her to stay pure for the rest of her life, to write poetry, to love, to
be faithful to him and never to forget him. And she never had forgotten him.
She kept the letters he had written her, from every corner of the world, in a
box made of perfumed wood which he had given her two years ago, with a
lock of his hair...
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How could | have believed in her purity? How could | have believed that
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| was the first man to have touched her?

Apparently, however, her guru had never kissed her. He had simply
stroked her hair.
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1. She leaned over her book and began to write “Robi Thakur” in Bengali
characters, then in European. | was irritated. Her passion for an old man of
seventy unnerved me. -
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2. The battle lasted quarter of an hour. | took her hands, crushed them in
mine. She was a charming sight, as she argued, grimaced, cried. She was
doubtles invoking Tagore's help in her mind.

3. In the evening, she tells me she is in despair. Tagore has not written
to her. The poet is much more than a guru to her : he is a friend, a confidant,
afiancé, a god — perhaps a lover. The declares to me that “no one suspects
their relationship”. Love, Bengal-style. Am | jealous ?

4. But what tortured me most of all was the spiritual rape. | was jealous of
Achintya, a young poet — she had met him only once but she spoke to him
on the telephone and sent him poems for the review ‘Prabuddha Bharat'. |
was jealous of a mathematician — he very rarely came to the house but
Maitreyi had spoken of him enthusiastically, declaring that she liked great
men. More than all the rest, | hated her guru, Robi Thakur.

5. | asked her again why we were forbidden to marry. She trembled. In
order to test her, | asked her to repeat the mantra Tagore had given her as a
talisman against impurity. She obeyed, but the spell was not broken, prov-
ing what | already knew — our attraction was more than merely physical. It
was love, love reflected by the body's sincerity.

6. She showed me the box that Tagore had given her. It contained a curl
of perfumed white hair.

“Do what you like with it. Burn it if you want. | cannot keep it any more. |
did not love Tagore, my passion for him was a madness. He should have
been nothing more to me than a guru. | thought | loved him in another way—
but now | know...”.
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She had loved that young man for years, even after she had began to
love Tagore. (I held on to that detail : perhaps Maitreyi had also continued
loving her guru after she had started to love me...she had told the poet
about the incident. He had said that the young man was a messenger of
Love and that those garlands possessed some symbolic meaning... .
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