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The Sangit Parishad
A MUSICAL DEMONSTRATION
Hindu Music and Sir Rabindranath
(Amrita Bazar Patrika, Saturday, Dec.15, 1917-A report)

The Musical demonstration given by the Parishad by way of a pro-
test against the latest utterances of Sir Rabindranath Tagore on "
Indian Music" came off last Friday evening at the Presidency Thea-
tre. On the motion of Rai Yatindra Nath Chowdhury, Babu Mati Lall
Ghose was voted to the Chair.

The demonstration opened with two Dhrupad songs by
Sm. Jadumani Devi and Prof Jogendra Kishore Banerjee both of
the Parishad Vidyalaya. Babu Krishna Chandra Ghose then read his
paper which was, explained by practical demonstrations. He began
by explaining the fundamental principles of Hindu Music which are
based on the Indian theory of Accoustics. He explained how the per-
mutation and combination of vowels and consonants expressed the
inner feelings from which Ragas were evolved in time and how all
these evolutions must necessarily be rythmical — all motions being
fundamentally rythmical. Coming to the question of time and evolu-
tion of rythm and music in poetry, the writer protested against Sir
Rabindranath's idea of slackening the rigidity of rythmical time in In-
dian music, as it would be killing the music itself. The poet's test-
sonnets given in his essay — "' Sangiter Mukti" were then analysed
and it was pointed out that the metres of these compositions were not
new as alleged. All the sonnets were put to the tune and were sung in
perfect accordance with the time measures given by the composer
but conforming to the musical rythm (Tal) from standard Indian Works
on Music. These songs were again sung in the traditional way pre-
vailing in Bengal setting them in current musical rythm. The speaker
thus justified the latitude and freedom which a finished musician could
enjoy in enhancing the power, beauty and charm of a piece of sonnet
without violating in the least the genius of the same as questioned by
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the poet. It was further pointed out that none of the musical time meas-

ure involved in Tals — Ekadasi, Navatala and Rupkada- alleged to

have been created by the poet , were new; and that they were all to be

found in old sanskrit works on music. It appeared that these particu-

lar rythms have only got new nomenclatures from Sir Rabindranath.

Referring to the creation of new Tals in music, the speaker denied

the possibility of any new creation that could not be ferreted out of
standard works in Sanskrit.

In reply to the poets contention that there were no Indian tunes which
could with propriety be set to ' heroic' or 'Jovial' songs without any
European intonation, practical demonstration of such songs were given
proving the existence of suitable tunes in Hindu Music.

Referring to the relative position of music and poetry, Babu Krishna
Chandra explained how a finished musician was superior to the poeat
; for the latter must follow the laws of music in composing his son

nets. He said that what Sir Rabindranath had attempted in his essay
was not to 'release music' but to fetter the musician for the enjoy-
ment of greater license by the poet himself——which is not com-
patible with the spirit of democracy of the rising generation.

After a few dances in accompaniment of Mridanga in Chautal and
Teora and another song by Lady-Vice Principal of the Vidyalaya,
the demonstration was brought to a close by Prof : Chittaranjan
Goswami, the inimitable humourist exhibiting his satirical skit-Mool
Raga and Prachanda Tal bearing on the gesticulations of Ostads,
which put the house in a roar of laughter.

With a few well chosen remarks by the President on the performance
of the evening and the utility of the cultivation of music on national
lines the meeting dissolved.
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