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Unpublished Letter of Netaji Subhas to
Jacob Malik, Soviet Ambassador to Japan

A Note
This is an unpublished letter supposed to have been written by Netaji
“Subhas in 1944 to the Soviet Ambassador in Tokyo. which was retrieved
recently by Smt. Purabi Roy and collcagues, Research Workers from
Asiatic Society, Calcutta, on Netaji from the K.G. B. Files at Moscow.
The KGB file letter was in Russian, (not the original in English
as written by Subhas), and the present version is a translation into English
from the Russian Copy.
Here lies the rub.

During and at the end of the global war. Intellizence Depts of

various countries were at cach others throats, with all sorts of information-
Disinformation-Counter Information-Bluff-Lics which were never
dependable.

While publishing this letter as a Document on Nelaji, we wish (o
warm readers that the same may be a labrication of Intelligence Depts.
Its authenticity is doubtful.

: —Editor

Arzi Hukumat Azad Hind
Imperial Hotel, Tokyo

Monday, 20th November, 1944

His Excellency The Soviet Ambassador,

Tokyo.

Your Excellengy,

At present Iam in Tokyo. I would like touse this opportune moment
o pay a visit 10 your Excellency. T am seeking help of the Soviet
Government through you to fulfill the task of our struggle to free India.

I cannot deny the fact that at that moment we are closely associated

with the Axis power for a common strug

e against the Anglo-Amer
bloc. T am glad (o inform you that the Axis power is now having a
clear idea about the main problems of India and they have accorded




recognition (o the AZAD HIND STATE (FREE INDIA), for which we
arc thankful to them. Besides, Japan's relations with the Soviet Union
are strictly neutral; even the German Government can understand fully
well and evaluate the fact that we Indians are only fighting against U.
K. and the U. S. A. The German Government has also understood and
appreciated the fact that we are not interested in going against Sovict
Russia. Certainly, the activities of my organization in Europe have
generated an exclusive impression that we are only against the
Anglo-American bloc and not against Soviet Russia. This was the
understanding fgr co-operation  between the Axis
organization in Europe. In this connection, we have a clear policy and
approval from the German Government as well as the fascist Italian

power and our

Governmenl. >

I know that now there is an alliance between the Soviet Union and
the U. K. and the U. S. A. But I feel and I have clear perception about
the [m\allm“ international situation that if the Soviet Union extends its
help to bur freedom struggle, it will certainly not stand in your way.
I am very much thankful to your Government and I do remember the
help which was extended by the Soviet Government after I had left India
in 1941. I conveyed my thanks to His Excellency Minister for Foreign
Affairs, Molotov, in my letter I wrote from Berlin. T trust His Excellency
certainly’ received it.

I have always been ehcouraged by the fact that Lenin in his life
time always, from the core of his heart, extended support to the countries
which were struggling against colonial rule. So far as I understand, the
Soviet attitude towards the problem of the oppressed nations like India

has not changed after his death. -

As to my party, Furv‘\;urd Bloc, I can say that when the Soviet foreign
policy had been condemned by almost all the political parties of India
in 1939-40. ours was the only party which had openly supported the
Soviet foreign policy in relation to Germany and Finland. Besides, we
constitute the left-wing movement in India with a progressive programme
1o solve our socio-ecgnomic problems. Further, our party is the only
party in India which had been relentlessly struggling in alliance with
a few other revolutionary groups against BritisheImperialism.

My carnest desire is to pay a visit (o your Excellency and find
out how your Government can help us in achieving success of our
struggle for freedom. The nature of help which the Soviet Government
can extend to us depends on the decision of the Soviet Government in
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relation to the present situation of war. I would also like to emphasize
that the Soviet Government after India's liberation would have to
recognize the AZAD HIND GOVERNMENT without strings.

With profound regard for you, L assure your Excellency that our
relationship will last forever. T now await an carly reply from you.

—Subhas Chandra Bose

Courtesy The Asiatic Society, Calcutta.

Professor Pyrabi Roy, who visited Russia recently as a member ol
a team on hehall of the Asiatic Society, traced the Russian translati
of Subhas's-lctier in the Russian archives. The above version is a re-

translation from Russian.

We are indebted to Professor Amitabha Chandra for a copy of this
letter.

We are also grateful to Prof. Sunitikumar Ghosh, a well-known
Marxist Scholar who's research work on Netaji is perhaps the best in

dislodging the mask of so called the then national leaders.
7 —Editor

o



‘Desha Nayak®’ Subhas
‘I welcome you to be the leader of this country’

Rabindranath Tagore

As Bengal's poet T invite you on Bengal's behalf to accept the leadership
of our country. God the Preserver, says the Gita, incarnates Himsell
whenever need arises o protect the meek and chastise the wicked.
Enmeshed in the evils of misfortune, out of the very throes of the body
politic is the leader born. Trodden down under the heel of foreign
domination, her energies dis
is today darkened by ever deepening clouds.

ipated by internal divisions. Bengal's destiny

Divided against ourselves we are weak at home while the adverse
forces mobilise outside Bengal's frontiers. Our cconomy, our method of
work, our moral tone are woefully inadequate. Our politics is like a boat
in which the oars do not keep time with the helm. When the mind is

“ridden by an evil fate it acts like virus in a worn-out body. That is how
we become divided against ourselves, we throw out our well-wishers,
make strdfigers of friends. insult those who are worthy of respect, and,
in lhis‘\(u)' weaken our own ranks from the rear.

Just at the moment when it devolves upon cach onc of us o raise
by dint of our own worth the lofty pinnacle of our national glory and
place it high before the eyes of the whole world, some malicious self-
seekers there are, who in their suicidal stupidity dig holes of calumny
into the very foundation of the structure. Maligning one another, they
serve only to strengthen the insolence of the enemy.

When there is a wound from outside. the festering sore rouses all
the venom that lie dormant inside the body and precipitates a sepsis.
Worn out by this conspiracy of between the forces of discase inside
and outside the body. our mind becomes inert and cannot fully exert
itsell” for its immunity. At such times of crisis what we need mosl is
the protecting right arm of sell-reliant strong men, who can. with
impunity, overside the obstacle of an adverse fate that may lie on the
road of our triumphant march.

Subhaschandra, 1 have watched you from afar when you first began
your penance for the country. In that dawn of your sadhana, in the
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uncertain (wilight, I was assailed by misgivings about you. I have felt
hesitant to place my full faith in you. Your blunders, your weaknesses
have caused me pain. Today you are revealed in the clear light of the
midday sun— there is no room for doubt to darken the sky. In our lifetime
you have absorbed niny an experience. Your adherence to duty is a
positive prool of your vitality and strength. Incarceration banishment,
incurable discase— all these have sorely tested this strength. They were
powerles
have emerged out of these trials with a vision that reaches beyond the
bounds ol the country and encompasses— the extensive grounds ol world
history. You have made allies out ol your troubles and obstacles have
proved to be so many steps in ‘the ladder of your success. Thal you
could do so. was owing to your refusal 10 accept defeat. We, in Bengal,
need (o emulate this strength of character more than anything else.

to avercome you. Rather have broadened your mind and you

For various reasons Bengal has been denied of many opportunities
by her own people and by those who are strangers (o the land. We desire
that by her own courage and initiative Bengal should forge blessings
out of this course of fate : Let her deterniination not to accept apparent
defeat, lead Bengal to her triumph.

As 1 took around, I see the hands of a cruel fate working in every
walk of life in Bengal. In the face of this unkind destiny, we should
bravely affirm that we have within our own character that ingredient
wherewith to build our fort of r ance. We can save ourselves if only
we can break open the lock and deliver this source ol strength that lies
within. Astride the ferocious shark of evil times we shall have to cross
the sea-of nightmare. It is with the hope that you will uphold our courages
that I now call upon you to lead us in the path of this dare-devil
adventure. Howsoever difficult be the goal, il we bul persevere in our
united effort, we shall reach thé end.

It is here that the crux of the problem lies. But why should we
use the conditional if. why should we give way (0 misgivings? Unite
we must il the nation is to survive. It is up o you (o rouse the
determination. throughout the length and breadth ol the country, that
Bengal will not die humiliated by fate, that Bengal will raise its proud

head above the bulfetings of misfortune. You are the spirit of tircless
vouth, you have in your nature that unflinching courage which can uphold

‘hope in the face of an impending crisis. In the faith that you will implant

in the soil of Bengal that banner of death-triumphing hope, that flag
of fearless freedom. 1 welcome you o be the leader of the country.



Let Bengal's millions speak in one voice, in firm and clear accents
that the seat of leadership is ready for you. May you resolve the spirit
of mutual mistrust in the Bengalee, may his diffidence be over. May
your example put meanness and niggardly conduct to ignominy and
shame. Let Bengal, through upholding and maintaining her self-respect
in victory and again in defeat, uphold and maintain the prestige of her
accredited leader.

The Bengalee is a logician born. He delights in hair-splitting
arguments. Right from the commencement of a project (o its very end,
he finds a peculiar pleasure in sitting in opposition and refuting the other
man’s viewpoint in the pride of his sterile intellect. He is more interested
in picking holes and finding faults than in taking a comprehensive view
of things. He forgets that his controversies lead -mowhere, that they are
the unproductive luxuriance of an idle mind. The nced of the day is
not arguments but a spontaneous will to do things. Let the composite
will of the nation that appoints you to be the leader, mould you to the
great responsibility that devolves upon such leadership. May the whole
nation find its self-expression in your person.

I have seen during the Bengal partition movement how that will
expressed itself in its resistance to ward off the impending blow of the
scimitar which sought to sever the body politic of Bengal. Bengal rose
like one man against the rightly power of the Crown. Her people did
not then sit idle.and deliberate in the fashion of wiseacres as to whether
it was possible to oppose and defeat (circumvent) the design of the
foreign power. What she did then was to will with all her heart.

In the years that followed.I have seen that very desire burning strong
and bright in the heart of the younger generation, they were born with
the fire. Bul alas! the fire that should have lit the lamps and given us
light was the fire used to burn and destroy. They paid dearly for the
mistake. They themselves were consumed by the flames and alter the
conflagration was over. there remained no light to guide the benighted.

But misguided though it was, the heroism that they showed even in the
tragic futility of their blunder, was something which I did not see
anywhere in India at the time. The series of sacrifices that they made,
the way they braved misfortunes one after another, the precious lives
that they lay down at the altar of the country— these have all been
burnt into the ashes of futility. But, they have, nevertheless, despite the
immediate results, proved for all time to come that invincible will-power
of Bengal,

The agents of law and order might well try to darken these chapters
of history punctuated by the heart-rending blunders of the restless youth.
But, try as they may, they can never black out the radiance inherent
in the spirit of youth.

True, we have seen many signs of weakness of our country. Our
hope lies deep in the recesses of her being where her sources of secret
strength awaits the future hour. It is up to you to see that this hope
materialises and comes (o fruition all that is best in Bengalee character—
his pleasant and affectionate nature, his imagination, his penctrating
vision, his talent in creative arts, the power he has of absorbing the gifts
of an alien culture— all these should no longer be allowed to remain
abstractions, but should be harnessed for actual work. It is for you to
creale a new springtime of sprouting hopes. You are to deliver the country
from all that is worn out and old, all that is steeped in darkness.

You may say that the work of such magnitude is not for one man
1o undertake single-handed. That is true. It is also a fact that this work
cannot be done by men working in separate units. Nothing will be
impossible to achieve if the whole country could come together drawn
by the centripetal force of a towering personality. Those who are real
and natural leaders of the country, never stand by themselves. They
belong to all men of all times. They stand on the crest of the present
and arc the very first to bow in obeisance to the first purple rays that
usher the dawning future. Keeping that in mind I invite you and through
you the whole nation to give a lead to the country.

Let no one misapprehend that in my provincial pride T want o
separate Bengal from the rest of India or that T want to place anybody
on a seat of rivalry with that Mahatma who has brought in a new age
in the realm of politics and has thus made India’s name famous in the
comity of nations. My appeal is being made today because I want Bengal
fully and substantially to co-operate with India and because 1 want this
valuable co-operation to bear real fruit. I do not wish that a powerless
and weak Bengal should lag behind empty-handed while the other
provinces bring their own offerings to the Motherland. Through your
sadhana let Bengal's sell-dedication be true and noble, let her lamps

ol offering shine with her own true light.
Many years ago while addressing another meeting 1 had the occasion
age of welcome to the leader of Bengal, yet to be.

o convey my mess
Alter so many years I take the occasion to welcome him in the very
person. I am no longer capable, nor do I have the strength necessary
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to co-operate. body and soul. with the leader in doing actual field work.
As one of the very last duties left to me I may only invoke the will
of the country and may pray that will might actuate and strengthen your
will. And then 1 shall bless you and take your leave to go, knowing
full well that you have made your country’s sorrows your own and that
the deliverance of the country comes apace carrying along with it your
ultimate reward and recognition.

Background Historical note on this important article suppressed during
the life-time of Tagore—Gandhi—Nchru.

This is the original English version of Tagore, written in January
1939 and not just a translation of the Bengali speech at *Amra-Kunj’
Santiniketan on 21.1.1939 felicitating Subhas.

The Bengali version was later included in his Bengali book of Essays
“Kalantar® (8th Edn. 1993) with title *Desha Nayak'.

The above article is reproduced from SUNDAY OBSERVER, Bombay,
issue dated 13.8.1995, which published the article with following
COMMENTS.

“Fifty-six years ago Rabindranath Tagore hailed Subhas Chandra
Bose. who was expelled as president of the Congress party, as Desha
Nayak. That speech has never received its due in history, probably after
Gurudev was persuaded to move away from Netaji by the Gandhi-Nehru
combine. To mark the 48th anniversary of Independence, we publish
that revealing speech, retrieved by Shalil Ghosh.

On January 21. 1939, Shantiniketan played host 10 a function
wherein Subhas Chandra Bose was felicitated, lauded in a slirring specch
by Rabindranath Tagore and given the title Desha Nayak.

Tagore. further. informed Bose that on Febuary 4, his dance drama
Chandalika was to be staged at Calcutta and that he planned a public
felicitation for Bose on that occasion.

On February 27, Tagore addressed a missive 10 Bose— this one
informing the fatter that while Chandalika would be performed on
schedule, Tagore himself was cancelling his proposed Calcutta trip on
grounds of ill health and that. thercfore. the planned felicitation would

also not take place.

Interestingly. Tagore did atiend the first performance of his play.
Only the planned felicitation did not materialise.

Why the volte face?
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Why was it that Tagore's speech— arguably one of his best ever—
was kept out of circulation until after his death?

Flashback : Bose had, shortly before the events related above,
defeated Pattabhi Sitaramaiah in an clection for the post of president
of the Indian National Congress for the year 1939-1940. And Sitaramaiah
had been hand-picked to oppose Bose. then bidding for his second term
in office, by no less than Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi.
seen as Gandhi's defeat. Bose was soon

Thus, Bose's viclory was
expelled from the Congress for “anti-parly activities'.

To put matters in perspective. we refer then o a visit made by
Sudhir Ghosh. a well-known emissary of Gandhi, to Shantiniketan. Also
Lo a visit paid by Jawaharlal Nehru to the same venue, on January 28,
1939.

Some historians  believe that neither Gandhi nor Nehru were
comfortable with the thought that someone of Tagore’s stature was
hailing Bose as Desha Nayak. And that Tagore, who was informed
through emissaries about the Nehru-Gandhi mindset, finally succumbed

(o the pressure and called off the felicitation.”



History's Legend—
Mahanayak Subhas Chandra

By Shalil Ghosh

Netaji Subhas is the most tragic figure of a world Statesman who gave
his all al the prime age of 48 only, to end white Imperialism and
Colonialism from this carth. His brave and untiring deeds on an
international arena completely ignored by his ungrateful people. Efforts
were made all the time to erase his contribution to our frecdom from
the pages of our history by certain people in power with selfish motives.

But our people. our *Aam-Janata’ and posterity did-not allow such
mischief to go on. Netaji today stands in full glory in the hearts of every
Indian.

But there is no Netaji Subhas “Wave” or “Deification” anywhere
in India today. Whatever little we find it is a mild and idiotic attempt
by some so-called leaders of political parties, to build up their own image
a;1d be ifi the limelight somehow by using his name, through some sorts
of futile controversies. when they can blame the Govt. in power, shirking
their own responsibilities, with gimmicks.

At this moment Netaji Subhas is the only Indian Statesman & Leader
of India, who is adored by the common man all over India at all levels
and strata breaking the barriers of State, Language, Religion, Caste, elc.
This a very unique adulation for him and historian should try to find
oul—Why?

A very interesting point about Netaji's unique “Leadership”. not to
be found anywhere and a matter of scrious rescarch for “Historians and
Scholars™ as to how, without any “background political authority” as
such, he could be recognised as a statesman, a leader who shook the
“Imperialists and Colonialists” and acknowledged as our country’s
Representative by the heads of various Govts. of Europe and Asia, in
the Thirties and Forties.

I appears that persons close to him have presented more as “Chiel

Executive of Calcutta Corporation” than as a Statesman of international
stature
at people. such as “Desha

We Indian add some adjective 1o our

Bandhu®, “Deshapran”, “Lokmanya”, “Gurudev”, “Mahatma”,
“Babasaheb”, “Kakasaheb”. We have such fine tradition in every state
o respect and love our Greats.

These are not “Deification”—*“Icon” “Servility” or even
“Sycophancy™, which these persons do not understand. There is no
“Hysteria™ anywhere at all in India about Netaji today.

‘Netaji'® was used for the first time in Germany (1941-43), when
Subhas was organising Indian Prisoners of War of the British Indian
Army into “Azad Hind Fouz”. The Indian soldicrs who were inspired
by Subhas. instead of referring to him by his name started using
‘Netaji*.— It was Rabindranath in 1939 gave the epithet “Desha-Nayaka”
for Subhas. Netaji never believed in any ‘Personality Cult”. This is the
history.

It appears some people, especially there in Forward Bloc, Calcutta
are interested in keeping the controversy regarding Subhas Bose by
quoting reports from foreign sources such as KGB— CIA— British
Intelligence ete. Two enquiry Commissions as well as versions given
by Habibur Rahman and the Japanese Government are not accepted by
them. If some of us do not accept these versions they may take initiative
and prove that they are right in what they say.

Or else, there are several versions of his death or his still living.
(Some say British Intelligence managed the accident. Some says Japs
were responsible. Some say he was seen in Russia— elc. elc. elc. etc.
etc.). Let us believe all.

Netaji cannot be confined to INA, Netaji Research Bureau Cal,
Forward Block, his family members or even Congress Parly or even any
Govl. in Power. He belongs to all. It is better we accept now that Netaji
Subhas has been turned by destiny and history into a liberator of the
world from imperialism & colonialism of the West.

A Hero from the Pages of our History

To me. Netaji Subhas was the incarnation of Shivaji Maharyj in
the 20th Century and the greatest ‘Hero' of our time. Shivaji Maharaj
freed us from the rule of the Mughal Emperors. Netaji Subhas with his
alobdl struggle and fight for only 25 years, (between 1920 and 1945),
out of that too 10 years in jail or externed from India in exile, seriously
ill, was a factor to bring the end of the British Empire, not only in
India, but all over the world. For this he sacrificed everything in life
at the prime age of 48.



Britishers with their ruthlessness could very casily suppress our
various Independence movements inside India right from the Sepoy
Mutiny 1857 to the Terrorist Movements at the eaclier part of this
Century, the non-co-operation Movement of the Thirties, or even the
Quit India’ movement of 1942 with (he help of Indian Police and the
Indian Army, loyal 1o the British Raj of those days and their “Indian
Under-dogs.”

Netaji, through his “Indian Natonal Army™ movement during the
second world war (hetween 1939-45), could rouse the sentiments of this
Mercenary  Indian Army’ against the British Rap and made them
conscious and changed their loyalty o our Country and the Tndian people.
And this is what made the British to go. But there are sull some people
who dure write o leter o the “Times of India®, that the brave lighters
ol Indian Freedom, the ENAL soldiers (Ex-British Army), joined Subhas
out of cowardice to avoid torture as “Prisoners of Wi under the brotal

lapanese

There are plenty ol documentary evidences from British sources that
they could no longer depend on the Toyalty of the Indian Army any
more. 1Ewould be impossible for them to rale such a vast country and
iwas tme 1o quit and submit o the necessity ol changing times,

Indian Army was not only otilised by the British to safegoard their
Indian interests, but also engaged them in other subjugated countries o
rule them as and when required,

The “Strategy™ of the Britishers while quitting India was like - they
thought “Yes— we shall give Independence 1o India, But before we go,
we shall teach such o lesson 1o those old decrepit Indian leaders and
s treacherons people, that they will suffer for endless time the il
consequences of such freedom by making the country weak for all times
1o come.” And we Indian willingly fell victim o this *British Strategy'.
Fhis made us permanently weak and o laughing stock before the comity
ol the natons for all times 10 come

Netagi was always against the Britshers and the “Two  Nation
heory™ Through s broadeasts from Germany and South-cast Asia,
he always warned about ereating differences between Indians who were
living harmoniously over the centuries

Netap's global struggle for the Independence of Tndia, right from
s student days i England (1920) 10 his death (1945) has been belitled
- Independent India, even suppressed for various political and selfish
motives and reasons by British mperialists, our Govts, in power and
the Indian supporters of the Raj

e e

The erstwhile Britsh Tmperialists, have changed their attitude
towards Subhas and are rewriting their previous “TRAITOR™ image (0
u UNoble Selftess Fighter for Freedom”, and paying tespects o hirm,
However many of old Indian supporters of the British Raj are still af
their Anti=Netaji stance

As istudent of history, T am sure that they will lose in this game
again, i1 they do not change

When Netaji's Indian: National Army ill-equipped and under great
adverse circomstinees, wis advancing through the jungle-teriins ol
Avakan towards the eastern most borders ol India-— Nehr uttered in
amock-heroie way I Subhas comes with his army 1o India with
Japanese help, ©shall come on the field (o fight his army”. What an
announcement by him to fight his own Freedom fighters while trying
o make some adjustments and - anderstanding with Tmperialist Rulers,
With Legal luminaries Tike Bhulabhai Desai & others, Jawaharlal, o
brielless barrister, wore the Black Advocate's gown (o defend the three
LoNCAL Heroes at Red Fort, after whole India went into a turmoil about
the brave deeds of 1, N A,

Shathind™ the secular greeting Tor Indians of all faith, introduced
by Netaji and his assistant Abid Hussain in 1941 in Germany was turned
into a political slogan by Jawaharlal Nehru without any understanding
hehind the great unilying patriotic idea, We Indians ol different faith
have our own greetings, Netaji wanted a greeting which could be uttered
by any Indian of any Taith, Nehra tarned it into a shouting competition
at the end ol his political speeches before a maidan crowd,

Similarly, Netajio was the first Indian leader who addressed Mahatmaji

as the “Father of the Naton™ through his broadeasts from: South-Last
Asia Gandhiji reciprocated inadmivation for his activities and told
“Subhas was o Princee ol Patriots”, although these two great feaders had
different views about the methads o owe Independence struggle. Both
Sacriliced their lives for the country,

But, alas, even (oday one seeret cireular, stll i foree, issued by
the Government ol India during Nehra's regime that Netaji's portraits,

pictures should never be displayed inany Government offices and

Delence Establishments, This s o return we pay 1ooa great Freedom
Fighter, who saerificed everything in life (o et the various countries of
the world 1o be free from Imperialists bondage and Colonial exploitation

The people in political power in-our Government made all elforts
1o eradicate the name and contribution ol Netaji from our history,




including the “Indian Supporters of ll.1c British” and (h(’: Cn;\];l:\gult;:;l:
of ]ndiu.~ But he was broad-minded, with I\ONI‘E\IICOUAI‘ to I.u? (l(dL-X» d.‘.
when he named 1. N. A. Brigades as ‘Gandhi’, and Nchu! me ’m.
At one time, what an anti-propaganda was made against | Clldjr!,.;n.]
a ‘Fascist’; *Quisling’, *“TOJO'S Dog’, just because he \le:?d he !;'0I|(1
the “ENEMIES OF OUR ENEMY", that is Germany-Italy-) dpaln.‘ W(:,;z;.
the Fas Leaders of the three countries are hated all_ov{cﬂr I\ he i (,{*
but Netaji is still loved and rcsr\t‘.cl‘ed evcl:_vwhcrc. .f()-x his :::c;cz,mc
purpose. patriotism, dedicalk;n z:x\d his genuine love for common
i ia ¢ rld. Why?
% I“:";\\‘tm;. []I;c gVO}:.li m:ld.c a DOCUI“CIH&\I')" on Ncmji'l.\: Ll(cvlvhl:::
they have answered this question for .carrylng out a }l:dynjn‘:‘: 2
(Ak.oncmcm) for all the lies spread earlier hy.g. B. C: al oul 'u “;ci,-
was broadcast on 13.8.95. a different favourable image of Netaji, in
LO“d:f“ 13]2?\3?11 I\i'Aould like to mention four unique leadership qualities
as found in others. '
c N:‘li?;t.s:{:h::.\'ctok:clicved in manipulative p()lili({s and mun;uvet"u::g
tactics in his political activities like other Ica(!ers of the day. he nclznl‘
wanted to maneuver any deals. He was straightforward, even to the ex!

il cranhe
v h(;:cco::]ly,e he was perhaps the only Ieafjcr oii ¥ndia. wh'? \'zvas IO}(])‘?I':,
non-compromising to have anything to do with Bn.tlsh Imperialism, \.‘i“zn
others were soft, wanted to curry favours, especially the Congress|
i and selfish motives. i
e :s:ludns(fthhas was always ostracised and incarcc.ralcd by lkhe Bl;l]l';l\}
Govt. They could never tolerate his courage lo‘ kick the HEA
BORN'S JbB" of those days, the I. C. S. un_d insult lhg Raj. S
Third. Netaji was the only leader who sincerely bcllcvcg -lml i
Indian leaders could inculcate “Love for n'nc"s O\.vn coqn!ry "11 Oll;]r
people. we could rise above all other allegiances for Religions. Faith,
g e) ects, Languages. elc. elc.
Ca“e};-c ([‘);c)’:/(i:J li?:lin his } Nc. A. & Azad Hir'ad ‘Gov{. <:.xpC|'illl_chls——.
but— alas— we failed him in Independent lndu_l in [hl's Lo_ve I()lv-o,ll”
own Country’. especially the fundamentalists of Muslim, Hindu-Sikh-
istians er communities. :
Chn\ll,x;::l\f.l“;\’n:[l}l:; very important point about the lf)wcring personality
of Netaji .hu\ been overlooked by our l-li.«..lm‘uu'\s tll nmlv.n' b
How a personality in his individual capacity without any infrastructura
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support from his countrymen or even from his political party at home,
was recognised as the Representative of his country and was treated as
such by the Heads of various Governments of Europe and Asia? During
the thirties till his death, in Europe and Asia, he went on with his
propaganda for support of Indian Independence Movement with various
countries, who treated Netaji in the same manner as il he was -the real
spokesman for his country and representing the same. We find no other
leader in World History, as we find Netaji in this particul
any background support from his countrymen.

ar role without

L. N. A. Inspired R. I. N. Revolt (18.2.1946 to 23.2.1946) in Bombay
We shall start this short note on RIN Revolt with two significant
quotations on Netaji Subhas and his symbolic experiment with INA
Movement. The reason for this will be evident in duc course.
First, I shall quote what Mr. Tan Stephens, a British Editor of the
British-owned Calcutta English Daily “The Statesman™ said in 1945 about
Netaji :

“If Subhas is dropped on the Calcutta Maidan Today. whole British
Empire will collapse Immediately.” ¢

The second quotation is actually from Acharya J. B. Kripalani at
one time very powerful General Secretary of Congress and a strong
adversary of Subhas. "

When Subhas came to preside over the Congress Session for the
second time in 1939, very seriously ill, on a stretcher, Kripalanijee
remarked. “He is doing Natak with Fake Illness.”

The same Kripalanijee, when out of the Congress much later with
serious differences with Pandit Nehru, uttered about Subhas :

“What Congress could not achieve in 50 years, Netaji Subhas
achieved in five years.” |

I think these two quotations on Netaji with historic RIN Revolt are
the best and correct assessment of Netaji, suppressed all the time by
our Historians and people in power and the ‘Indian Underdogs of the
British Raj’.

The Greatest achievement of Netaji, we should never forget that
he was instrumental 1o change the loyalty of “British Indian Army™ from
the British Raj to their “Motherland",

And that is historically evident from his Azad Hind Fauz in
Germany, Indian  National Army in South-East Asia and Defence
Personnel of those days like our Balai Chandra Du & Kailash Narain
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Tickoo and others of R. 1. N., Air Force Personnel of Jabalpur, Army
Personnel at Patna and many other Defence Establishments all over India.

It is very strange to find in posterity, when Subhas changed the
loyalty of the Defence Forces (cven including the Gurkhas of Indian
~Army) to Our Motherland, our leaders of those days tried their best to
maintain their loyalty to the British Raj.

We can cite examples galore [rom various statements of our top
Leaders of those days, how they co-operated with the Raj as their close
agents. Z

All these events were very successfully suppressed from the general
public. *AAM-JANATA" and our History by the Raj and later by our
.own Govls. in power.

Why? A big question.

As a scrious student of the history of Indian Freedom Movement
during the last 200 years and as a keen first hand observer from the
side line of the R. I. N. Revolt. here is the analysis as observed by me.

If this Naval Movement got some support (even just verbal) from
our the-then National Leaders like Mahatma Gandhi, Mohd. Ali Jinnah,
Pandit Nchru, Sardar Vallavbhai, even the so-called fire-brand Aruna
Asaf Ali. we would have got our Independence one year earlier in 1946
only.

Britishers were ready to Quit immediately as they were afraid of
loss of life of white people in India. At the end of the prolonged war
they had no strength to fight“any more on their own.

What o give verbal support. our Leaders denigrated the participants
in most mock-heroic manner and morally ruined their brave spirit. Instead
of some good words for their courage in support of the general freedom
struggle. they adversely commented all the time in a very demoralising
manner. in the name of discipline. as if’ they had any discipline over
their tongues.

Britishers got a lease of life for over another one year (o carry out
their greatest mischiel with the help of the Indian Underdogs for the

Jritish Raj o implement their imperialist strategy to weaken our country
for all time to come and give Independence by dividing our country,
which is the root cause of all present day evils we face.

Some of you may remember the original year for Independence was
settled for 1948. But Mountbatien was so afraid 1o stay here longer that
he advanced the date (o 15.8.1947

Later, Lord Mountbatten became ‘Pandit Mountbatten’ to Indians
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at Delhi, as we all know. Nehru made him to stay longer after
Independence— and that is another story, another reason. g

; And what an Independence! Millions died in bloodshed, communal
riots, between all communities during 1946-47 and till now. And we
call it Independence through Non-violent Movement. What a hypocracy!

If Naval Revolt had got some support form our National Leaders,
the whole Tot of Wavells, Auchinlecks, Rattrays would have ran out of
India Jock-stock and barrel immediately.

We willingly co-operated with the Britishers in their nefarious game
of the Raj, and got “Dominion Status” at that time.

After the R. I. N. Revolt, Britishers got afraid of their own creation
the “British Indian Army". They could no longer depend on their loyalty.
How they used their “Indian Army” in their various Colonial Domains
to suppress any [reedom movement is a matter for Historians to study.

At the peak period “British Indian Army™ was 25 lakhs strong, the
biggest volunteer army in the world without any conscription.

A loud protest by Balaichandra Dutt, i. e. BC (as he is known to
his friends) with “Quit India” “Jai Hind” on the walls of HMIS
TALWAR, put him into solitary cell under arrest. ;

So nervous was the Raj.

This Loud protest within 10/15 days turned into big revolt and then
Mutiny, which later turned into mass civilian upsurge in Bombay, with
strikes and cull‘l'cw. Our leader felt— “Freedom-fighting is our affair—
why you inexperienced novices of Defence Dept. meddle in this affair
of ours. You better surrender unconditionally right now.”

This has never happened anywhere in the world.

Of course. by that time, clever British Imperialists had a tacit
understanding with Nehru about their game-plan and we willingly
submitted.

Nehru felt— “What a bother these RIN fellows rcvol'ling. When
we get power, what will be our position it we support 1. N. A. or RIN
now?"

I think it is high time now we discuss and analyse these events
in a frank manner with correct historical perspective.

I 'met Balai & Tickoo in the ship Talwar, Balai was happy-go lucky,
damn-care, dare-devil ol a young man full of idealism and enthusiasm.

He was selected for “Combined Operations™ Division of the South
East Asia Command under Lord Mountbatten, the-then Chief. This was
very tough Division, meant for toughest jobs, sabotage, espionage,
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surveillance in enemy territories. They were dropped through speedboats
from some ships in a lone coast line, with some Ration Tins and
Medicines ete. After completion of the job, they were brought back to
the ship.

Such jobs suited BC to the Tee. But while in this job he came
1o know also about the activities of Subhas in South-East Asia which
fired his imagination to do something for his motherland.

He returned o “Talwar™ and the rest is History.

Tickoo. a handsome young lad of 18 fit to be a hero in our Movie
Industry was a misfit in Navy. He actually joined Movie Industry later.

But Tickoo showed exemplary courage on 17th/I8th Feb. 1946,
when B. C. Dutt was in solitary confinement took over the helm of the

revolt with a few colleagues.

His ;l]\|\‘;l|'l«\ Castle Barrack Ratings, all very excited. not to tamper
with the Magazine— huge concentration of naval ammunition, armaments,
saved Bombay from ultimate devastation. even greater than the April
1944 Dock Explosion.

Our Leaders with the British Raj celebrated in a mock-heroic way
1946, one of the

their victory and surrender of RIN Ratings on 2
glorious and saddest chapter of our History

And now we have evidences from the British Intelligence Files, how
these imperialists changed their mind and opinion about Netaji in the
carly days of the year 1945,

British authorities wanted to make some understanding and
compromise with Netaji and wanted him to be involved in the transfer
of power.

They felt Congress and Muslim League are not dependable and
reliable enough and the British image will be spoilt for all times (o come
in History and posterity. after Independence through partition, as they
are experiencing now.

Britishers haiched a plan in Bombay with the help of their
intelligence dept. to contact Netaji at Singapore through a  Parsi
Gentleman who knew Subhas well.

Jul it was oo late. Netaji could not be contacted. He eventually
lost his life on 18.8.1945.

This is another story. More in detail some other time.

Writer is the convener of Netaji Centenary Celebration Commitiee. Maharashtra
and was wireless operator in R, LN, till 1946, We gratefully acknowledge his

help.  —Editor
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