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wFBreer afewm el evicis siewf
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Fartie ciet, R Siawfer afveas 31 e
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DYt
o, Hamilton, Journal
(1810-11), (Patna 1930)1 Swoa-3¥d8, 9
i it 6 (421099 Sul coretl
4 A AR ) Seprae @ |
wy. ‘'l have now reviewed the religion of the
aborigines as  practised among  the
mountaineers of Beerbhoom, and I think it
may safely be concluded that the Hindus have
borrowed their houschold god and its secret
rites from the primitive races whom they
enslaved; that they have borrowed their
village gods with the ghosts and demons that
haunt so many trees and that they have
borrowed the Sanguinary deity (Siva) who is
now universally adored by the lower orders
throughout Bengal." W.W. Hunter, The
Annals of Rural Bengal (First Edn.). I have
used the Caleutta (1965) Edn.
. Saqsiacen e’ 4T [ e Sl il
it Crooke-ad P @ epicst sl i
Neo, 49 C9ca @ 4 RUe Sgd ae Ree
Q- gt P cdiced MR AP Y&
(W. Crooke, The Popular Religion and
Folklore in Northern India), (FirstEdn, 1893)
(‘Third Reprint, Delhi, 1968): ‘Preface to the
First Edition', P. VL.
. Pagoia Slteela StE rekd Hunter-9a Y94
@ epica eyl “The only Hindu they
[Santals] tolerate among them is a blacksmith,
one of whom is attached to cach village, and
whose posterity in process of time become
natutralized ~ Santals’.  [W.W. Hunter,
Afediafie, oz dv0]
. fRzaiced @ 3 4 v 13, Sveae | Gl ‘HiRce'a
Wit NEb afRice SRR Cal SWaH

qo. @ Ruy Rge e e wga: Ra G,
‘ol @ o{elATS FUE WICHE, Sy8-3530” |
‘vgar', [Gored, Savy, Scctions S/ d.93
91 BN-¥B

av, Bry-ere wp@ Sfewaa gl e S
491

q

°

q

v

Svo

qq. dlgsl ‘ar’ aEuEE $0s, Yiice A 98
‘ol cBra iy [44pr @tel Vigd @@ ol
4ol wou | lgee @ AW a98) sl R
€Az @ AN BN 2R S <Y R el
{4 A ANl A TPl FCAE | b W,
S Al S 41 The head of the Santal
pantheon is Marang Baru. Baru means a

in; but as every in is supposed
10 be the residence of some spirit, the word
has come (o be applied to a spirit. Thus Marang
Baru means Great Mountain.' L.S.S O'Malley.
Bengal District Gazetteers, Santal Parganas
(First edn, Caleutta 1910. Reprint 1984); p.
120 (Reprint).

av. SRR S G ARG A ) HPIE agDl
wba By nb 5 il stauea sl aehl
NI | N oA @l A ST Gl
@ Cat Cwoa CUE A Sl Bec— it
ot i AReeerE | el I “foal F6,
4 Bl ol o A @ S-S
il e et 44 1 AR gee’e (Jaher) Fage
s SN Spie A ot o ol e
A5 A il CSR ACe AR Al
iyqificna “fear snoll @Bt ‘The gods of the
Jaher are national deities worshipped by all
Santals, and the Sacrifices are performed by

the village nackes’ (Ibid , %2 539-334)

aq. Rem WA, rdrefe, ‘voad’, o vda.

b Bengal Judicial Proceedings: 30 Aug, 1855,
No. 130; ‘Paper’ No. 4.

Qy, oflDlel Ay a gBal o wxe |

vo, @H4; Y edul

5. Traditions and the Institutions of the Santals
(1 picet Siiaeret ‘g @fEmIET (Kolean) Hieeld
ARz AR [T Ree)-aq e Sten
Konow & eieicad @l Soe $eace | #fomi-Rge
@ ARy cé Konow «eicet: ‘We cannot
say how far back these traditional tales can
be carricd from generation to generation....
‘They arc evidently the result of a comparatively
long developmen it is evident that there
arc borrowings from Aryan Sources, but it is
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also clear thata considerable portion is genuine
Santal Lore, and it is often difficult to
distinguish between both elements. Thus the
name Thakurol the Vague Supreme god scems
1o be Aryan; and such is certainly the case
with his additional designation Jiu, ‘Soul,
Spirit’. But that need not imply that the whole
coneeption is Aryan'. (Editor's Preface)
*Virtue lives in all joogs [epochs], Saththu
[Satya], Tretta [Treta], Dapur [Dwapar] and
Kole [Kali] «iFBlet it v &B4i1 ‘Paper’ No
15.

- Bengal Judicial Proceedings; 4 Oct 1855;

No 87; Birbhum Magistrate (H. Raden) to
Commissioner of Burdwan Division; Para 3
@ qirit @9fe 22241 Ranajit Guha, Elementary
Aspects of Peasant Insurgency in Colonial
India (Delhi, 1983), %: a3-4¢

AT R ER Y

N TOUA] AN NS 97 A Yo 9wl
ST S | @AY Sl B I 9 <1fa S
Gee oreul 21 Q@ B e i geiens
=l et | A sl NI eiine @ e
|

- Traditions and Institutions of the Santal,

%z daw

‘In many villages the Santals join with the
Hindus in celebrating the Durga Puja...and the
Holi in honour of Krishna. Their own pricsts
take no part in the ceremonial observances
at those HMindu feasts; they are left to
Brahmans'. E. T. Dalton, Descriptive
Ethnology of Bengal (Ist Edn, 1872,
Calcutta), (Reprint, Calcutta, 1960) #3piai
@ rfire 43014

. et weitan Roa®) Siiaclen sirld Radt szsiad

e ol e an emm e, Roafom
ARl Reisee sl Feps Slseeen 8l iy
Fazaifieta s s 1argefon s1ea qaice oo azafl |

- ‘Involved in u bitter and bloody war against

Hindu landlords and money lenders, the rebels

@

=

FER ©U Ss00

vengeance. Certain forms of ritual worship
(puja) regarded as conducive to spiritual merit
by the Hindus was adopted by the insurgents
100", R. Guha, “ftdicsfe; o: «31

- It is the custon of the villagers to wait

until a sufficient number of their fathers and
mothers have died when they take their ashes
and proceed in a body to throw them into
the Damoodah [Damodar] River, which is to
them a Sacred Stream'. (E.G. Man, Sonthalia
and the Santhals, Calcutta, 1867, Reprint
1983 (Delhi) %: S84

- “.once a year the tribes make a pilmigrage

to. its  [the Damodar's] banks, in

ol their ¢ fatk s. The
ceremony is called the Purifying of the Dead ;
and the influnce anciently exerted by great
rivers on the Santal beliels has been of so
permanent a character, that to this day the
ommission lo visit, at least once a year, the
single river they possess, is visited among
some [amilies in the Beerbhoom hightands by
loss of social privileges.” W. W. Hunter, The
Annals ..(%: vy)

L HICZEAAL" Gt =PI, Sl SfSi (N AseiFo@

S [ sl Sl wf Farcaceicsil o
AR 2009 @ areeyel iy sy cans P
slgelet el Biga Aqauini @ e e 2o
“4 (Sin). “This is a sin of the Saheb and
itis from this that the Thakur has commanded
me that the land does not belong to the Sahebs.
Ityou do not obey these commands, you must
reply to this by a Perwannah ... If you, Sahcb,
do agree you wili remain in the other side
of the Ganges; who so does not agree to this
side of the Ganges
[Bengal Judicial proceedings, 23 Aug, 1855;
No. 221] (a5 ‘e’ ‘et fun a9 sigqe
sfdas voboz)

cannot. remain on th

L @A SilaeE gl G Silser ‘an’ sl

{4449 zgcue) Traditions and Institutions

[

»a: ‘Some people have gone pa

¥4,
v,

<

.

¥

Bl opfemes f-SifFa i e

st Rajmahal to
the other side of the Ganges, who knows why
‘Thakur is punishing us in this way'. Traditions
cle.. 4 58

. By sz ‘wildgs’ HgaR ol aMmraE Ul

qreivaet 4c B s S el 2ang) He
[Thakur] says, “‘Let all the poor people fight
... The Thakur himsell will fight. He who will
be sent to the Thakur by Ganga Maycee will
rain  down fire..” ' [Bengal Judicial
Proceedings, 23 Aug., 1855; No. 221]

Ag)

Traditions and Institutions of the Santals,
R

e yet el Sotesn Sg O @za e
‘aged’-4 S44 @44 Culshaw and Archer-ad
g4 @lced Tl : ta Santal's land not only
provides cconomine security, butis a powerful
link with his ancestors; and this applics to
newly entered lands no less than the old, for
he will not take possession Uill the spirits
approve. The land is a part of his spiritual
as well as his cconomic heritage. Hunper drove
them to despair, but their attachment to the
land provided also an emotional basis without
which the rebellion might nothave taken place.

v
e

Sua

Hence the c‘mviclion that they were impelled
by the spirits, and their preparations included
claborate precautions to align themsclves with
Supernatural powers’ W. J. Culshaw & W.G.
Archer, “The Santal Rebellion’, Man in India,
December 1945, %z 3%
calga g et STl el | > dov i Santal
Mission of the Northern Churches-411 21
calry (O 41 Al A PTG A
Culshaw @4t Archer calegd fqaice 4tz ‘the
only autobiography of a Santal hitherto
published’ | ©d, %z 330 ; AGlel &t 31
‘Additional Account by Old Jugia', in
Traditions and Institutions of the Santals,
Ch. XIII @ >4 seerfeq Rafe Raqe s
e O, ‘@ o TS FE WA, .7,
s, [P, Sivy, 9 ud-vdo

. 4, @ cllal 4@ @ 3 s ewa epifie

el @, Sivw Xl G Gl ) AfSae
iR e el eldfe ol o afefoi
Sl srgde [ R, SR CopID R 8
wefifce e AfRadm s 42 Yrea O
gl Al <l e, o @ wEHe @o el
IS 440 AR (11

. Man in India, Dccember, 1945, ¢4: 330
308, 50 «it “AFBlel dBar1

took to Hindu religious practice with a of the Santals; 4: 38
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