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NEW TRENDS

in the
FRENCH SOCIAL SCIENCES
—anthologies of importan itings of

French scholars on social sciences—

French Studies in History Vol. |
The Inheritance
AYMARD & MUKHIA ( Editors )
Rs. 125.00 (HB)
Rs. 60.00 (PB)
French Studies in History Vol. Il
The Departures
AYMARD & MUKHIA ( Editors )
Rs. 195.00 (HB)
Rs. 105.00 (PB)
The History of Sciences
The French Debate
REDONDI & PILLAI ( Editors)
Rs. 110.00 (HB)
Rs. 60.00 (PB)
French Studies in Urban Policy
A Survey of Research
GAUDIN & RAJ ( Editors )
Rs. 110.00 (HB)
Rs. 60.00 (PB)
Techniques to Technology
A French Historiography of Technology
BHATTACHARYA & REDONDI (Editors)
Rs. 1356.00 (HB)
Rs. 76.00 (PB)
Cinema and Television
Fifty Years of Reflection in France
KERMABON & SHAHANI ( Editors )
Rs. 150.00 (HB)
Rs. 90.00 (PB)
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URGENT. 38/2, Elgin Road,
Calcutta,
13th February, 1940

My dear Mahatmaiji,

I was away from Bengal for about two weeks at a stretch and returned only last
night after a whirlwind tour in Bihar. On my return, I have been informed of the situation
that has arisen in Bengal in connection with your visit o this province and to the Mali-
kanda Conference. I do not know if either the Poet or the organisers of the Malikanda
Conference have kept you well posted with these developments. [ am told that mectings

protesting against your visit have been held at Malikanda itself and in the adjoining
villages. I have not been able to get this information verified by Dr. Prafulla Ghosh
yet, But there is no doubt that after the final decision of the Working Committce regarding
the Ad Hoc Committee, public discontent and resentment have reached a climax.

1 expect that this “mass-passion” or ‘‘mass hysteria ’ will gradually sober down
and that even if the fight with the Working Committee continues in future, it will be
conducted in a much calmer atmosphere. Time is a powerful healing factor, as you know
better than I do, from your larger experience of men and things.

I wonder how the organisers of the Malikanda Conference have overlooked the
tense feeling which prevails in Bengaland have gone full steam ahead with their preparations.

1 hold the view that every man and cvery party should have an opportunity of pulting
a particular point of view or a particular programme before the public without let or
hindrance. Consequently, your visit to Bengal and the visit of those who have implicit faith
in your programme and leadership should be welcomed. The public should have the oppor-
tunity of hearing you and them and of drawing their own conclusions thereafter.

Unfortunately, the general public are in such a frame of mind that I'fear that you may
not get the hearing that you should get, in view of all that you have done for the salva-
tion of our dear motherland. After some time “‘mass passion” will surely sober down and
then you all will get the proper atmosphere for fulfilling your mission.

You know better than [ do that “mass passion”, while it lasts, baffles sober argument
and cool reason, but it cannot and should not be ignored simply because it is unreasonable.
It is because it is sometimes inclined to be unreasonable that it becomes so difficult to
control or restrain it. In the present heated atmosphere it is not altogether unlikely that
there may be unwelcome demonstrations. If any such thing happens or if there is any
direct or indirect insult aimed at any of emincnt guests at Malikanda by excited or
excitable people, it will give me the severest pain. I shall regard it as a calamity in view of

my own code of hospitality laws, But how can I prevent it ? feel helpless in the present
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atinosphere. If 1 felt that I could control the public, who are so agitated at the present
moment, I would certainly have donc so and would not have written this letter. It
is becauee I feel so helpless that I am taking the liberty of writing to request you to
postpone the Malikanda Conference and your visit to Bengal in connection therewith
till the atmosphere cools down to some extent. Then when you do visit Bengal,
my services wiil be at your disposal, Aund if you so desire, I may accompany you as a
volunteer and sec to it—so far as it lies in my power—that the public have the fullest
opportunity of hearing you and your programme and deciding things for themselves after
they have heard you.

I am writing this after a great deal of hesitation. Several friends have advised me not
to write, on the ground that I may be misunderstood. But in my public life T have not
been frightened by the fear of being misunderstood. I am sure you will not misunderstand
me. Whatever our differences may be, my personal regard and devotion for you remains-
undimmed —and apart from major questions of principle etc.—you can always commandeer
my services in any matler. Above all, I want that Bengal should adhere to her traditions of
hospitality.

At the time of the Calcutta A. I. C. C. meeting I had voluntarily undertaken the res-
ponsibility of controlling and restraining the public. I could have succeeded in the fullest
degree, but for an unexpected emotional outburst following my unexpected resignation.
Even then we did succeed to a large extent. At the present moment, the situation here is
unfortunately beyond rhy control.

There is a rumour also to the effect that some people want to bring you and other
leaders to Bengal in the present atmosphere quite knowingly— hoping that if there is any
unwelcome demonstration it will react against those who will participate in such demonstra-
tion and thercfore help your orthodox followers in Bengal. I hope this rumour is without
foundation. Your personality is too sacred to be used as an instrument in political warfare
and it is difficult for me to conccive of any Congressmen thinking along these lines.

I have unburdend mysclf to you without any mental reservation whatsoever and I
carnestly hope that you will find it possible to postpone the Malikanda Conference and your
visit to Bengal in connection therewith so long as the present heated atmosphere prevails.

If and when you visit Bengal in future, you can commandeer my humble services in
any capacity—so long as I do not have to act against my principles or political
convictions.

With deepest regrads,

Yours affly.,
Sd. SUBHAS
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Wardhagung 15/2/40

Subhaschandra Bose
Elgin Road
Calcutta

Your wire letter stop Sorry cant postpone visit stop Postponement Conference too big
responsibility for me undertake stop With rising consciousness excitement inevitable stop
We as public servants have to take note and keep popular passion under control aud then
run risks stop Haye been myself too often under fire to mind hostile demonstrations stop
I invite you join me from Calcutta and be with me till Malikanda finished stop For me
visit to Santiniketan and Malikanda is pilgrimage having no political object or significance
Love.

BAPU

Calcutta 15/2/40

Mahatma Gandhi
Maganwadi
Wardha

Your telegram regret your decision not postpone Malikanda Conference though I
suggested postp t after fully idering present Bengal situation and your position
stop Whateyer your own subjective view may be Malikanda is to Bengal a Conference of one
aggressive political group within minority party in Bengal Congress stop Malikanda
organizers in reality not constructive workers but faction fighters stop Public opinion will
deplore your indentifying yourself with this Conference and with group organizing it
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particularly because of present conflict between Bipiseesee and Oppositionist minority backed
by Working Committee stop Moreover Malikanda is rallying round for those who are
endeavouring exploit you politically for buttressing themselves stop Resentment against
them all the greater because they are puppets of High Command who are trying suppress
and humiliate Bipiseesee stop Since you have unfortunately decided reject my suggestion
and accept advice of others despite prevailing Bengal atmosphere no useful purpose will be
served by my joining you now stop Rather this will only accentuate present differenccs
stop Again earnestly request postponement in view present atmosphere and public feeling

please forgive intervention due only to profound regard for your personality.
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poet arrived in Bombay from Europe
about the middle of July. As a matter
of fact, I travelled in the same boat
with him. During our voyage I had
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FoH@E 1 wad,  ‘Gurudeva
delighted with your letter replied
Calcutta address. Kindly fix fifth
December definitely opening exhibi-
tion Calcutta.
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tion fixed for fifth Calcutta be
postponed till eighth. Kindly wire
Congress Ambala if this possible.
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you,
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if you kindly write to Mahatma
Gandhi and urge the re-election of
Sj Bose. A word from you, revered
Sir, to Mahatmaji, will carry great
weight with him and will make Sj.
Bose’s re-election certain. A message
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through the press will also be of
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about 40000 people that had assem-
bled kept applauding ceaselessly
for fully five minutes. It has created
a terrific impression in the public
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and will write to you separately’.
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‘This is the inevitable consequence of the
manner in which the votes are now taken, to
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“In a really equal democracy, every or any
section would be represented, not dispropor-
tionately, but proportionately. ...Man for man,
they would be as fully represented as the
majority. ..In a false democracy which,
instead of giving representation to all, gives
it only to the local majorities, the voice of the
instructed minority may have no organs at all
in the representative body’.®
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caf goars-gfacy fao ot 1 (21 What
Ails the Public Sector, P.N. Agarwala,
Survey of Indian Industry 1990.
Published by The Hindu.)
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‘Immediately after the Communist Manifesto
(in which Marx and Engels had called atten-
tion to the importance of the opening of the
Indian and Chinese markets for the capitalist
production) and the collapse of the 1848 revolu-
tionary wave Marx concentrated his attention
on the reasons underlying that collapse and
found them above all in the new expansion of
capitalism outside Emrope, into Asia, Austra-
lia and California.’ (R. P. Dutt, India Today
and Tomorrow, PPH, 1955, p 32)
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‘At this date the Russians were convinced
as in fact Lenin himself, that the revolution
must spread to Germany and so across Europe
to Britain. Their country was in ruins, they
were praclically starving and Germany was
in no better condition. After their bitter
sufferings and their great triumphs itis incon-
ceivable that British and German workers
would not rally to their side; the day of
worldwide rovolution, they believed, must be
at hand. Ther ignorance of the circumstanees
and mood of the British workers was only
equalled by the ignorance of the British about
them.” (Tamarisk Tree, vol. I, p 87.)
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To put it more simply, it would mean we
had made a mistake in the fundamental esti-
mation of history. It would mean that capita-
lism had not yet exhausted its “missions” in
history and that the present imperialist phase
was not one of the decline of capitalism, its
last convulsions but the dawn of a new pros-
perity for it.” (Ibid, pp 126-7)
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‘Of what kind ? A new war, which again
would not be prevented by a “tricked” European
preletariat—a war in which the enemy would
oppose us with a superiority of technical
resources 7 Or would it by an influx of capita-
list goods, incomparably better and cheaper
than ours, goods which would break our
foreign trade monopoly and afterwards the
other foundations of our capitalist economy ?’
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there is no r grounds

to presume a variation of this kind, and it
would be senseless first to deyelop a fantasti-
cally optimistic future for the capitalist world
than to break our heads trying to find a way
out of it.”
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(a) Can it be affirmed that the thesis

18

expounded by Stalin before the Second World
War regarding the relative stability of markets
in the period of general crisis of capitalism is
still valid ?

(b) Can it be affirmed that the thesis ex-
pounded by Lenin in the spring of 1916
—namely, that in spite of the decay of capita-
lism, “on the whole, capitalism is growing far
more rapidly than before”—is still valid ?

I think, that it caonot, in view of the new
conditions to which the Second World War
has given rise, both these theses must be
regarded as having lost their validity.” (J. V.
Stalin, Economic Problems of Socialialism in
the USSR, Moscow, 1952).
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When an American buys a “domestic”
Pontiac car for § 20,000 from General Motors,
about § 6000 goes to South Korea for routine
labour operations, $3600 to Japan for advance
components, nearly $ 3000 to advertising
agents or data processors from Britain in
Barbados. Less than 3% 8000 of the original
$ 20,000 goes to Americans and not of much
of that to horny landed foilers : mainly to
“strategists in Detroit, lawyers and bank: rs
in New York, lobbyists in Washington, insur-
ance and healthcare workers all over the
country and General Motors shareholders
an increasing number of whom are foreign
national.
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