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“Polyandry prevails in most of the Kinnar
areas but is rapidly losing ground to mono-
gamy. The usual practice is for several
brothers to share one wife.

‘“Sometimes, if a joint wife is barren, her k
sister fs brought in as a second wife. Some-
times, a younger brother in a polyandrous
marriage prefers.to bring another wife for
himself because of the common wife being
older. A love affair ending up in marriage
may also result in seperation of one of the
husbands in a polyandrous family. In this'
case the joint property must be partitioned,
unless the new wife consents to be shared by

g



all the brothers. If she refuses, she and her
husband must go away and live in a separate
house. The latter does not, however, lose his
share in the original joint wife, although as a
matter of practice, she usually refuses to have
anything to do with him. This system has
stood the test of time in Kinnar and has
contributed to keep the families and their
holdings intact.

“Polyandry is still vehemently defended by
the older gencration who practise it on the
ground of its usefulness in keeping the family
closely knit and preventing both overpopula-
tion and sub division or fragmentation of the
already small agricultural holdings. It enables
a family where joint labour is required to cke
out a precarious living from the inhospitable
land, to get full benefit from several resources
for their livelihood by way of pooling them
together. Polyandry, was, in former days,
directly encouraged by the state through
penalties exacted on partition. When a set
of brothers divided moveable property one-
half share of the whole was appropriated by
the state, and division of immovable property
were refused official recognition.”

[ Gazetter of India: Himachal Pradesh :
Kinnar by M, D. Mamagain, State Editor,
District Gazetteer, Him, Pradesh (1971 ed) ]
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The principles and practices of

Hindu religion were openly ridiculed and-

condemned, and angry disputes were
held on moral subjects.... The Hindu
religion was denounced as vile and
corrupt and unworthy of the regard of
rational beings.
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