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Revolutions ; A Comparative Analysis of France,
Russia and China, Cambridge University Press,
1979) i3 e WA wT 7w fetfinss -
fufes fowte 8 3w ¢ ‘In fact revolutionary
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intention ; this only develops in the course of
the struggle itself” (% 39) Eric Hobsbawm-ag
«=fs wags fof Brad a9 : ‘The evident im-
portance of the actors in the drama...does not
mean that they are also dramatist, producer
and  stage-designer...Consequently theories
which overstress the voluntarist or subjective
elements in revolution, are to be treated with
caution’ (% st ).

3. (a) Bengal Political (Police) Proceedings,
April 1909. Nos 16-34

(b) India Political Proceedings, Noy, 1912;
Nos 135-137

o. Willem Van Schendel ‘Madmen of My-
mensingh : Peasant Resistance and the Colo-
nial Process in Eastern India, 1824-1833’,
Indian Economic and Social History Review,
April-June, 1985

s. Stephen Fuchs, Rebellious Prophets: A
Study of Messianic Movements in Indian Reli-
gions. (Asia Publishing House, 1965)

¢. S. C. Roy, Oraon Religion and Customs
(1928), 1972 Reprint. Edition Indian, Calcutta.
Ch. VL. . “fabil 5271 8 @23

3. i Ty e fate fem, el
SRR % AT e e fRebiaerst gt
forafea | el @ qRSMHY F0rEsl TE et
Brwd FafR | AMEErE] SRS @Sl B e
w57 : ‘The superstition of the people enabled
him to practise his tricks of necromancy and
establish his name as a great Fukeer, which
secured him an ascendancy over the minds and
actions of his votaries and proselytes which he
turned to hisownadvantage’...(Bengal Judicial
Criminal Proceedings, 5 Jan 1826, No 39 ;
Report by R. Morrison, Offg. Judge of Circuit,
Dacca, 12 Nov. 1825, Para 11]. Fifits faatezn

Ol

el fegdicg iy ¢ ‘Sirdar dacoit’. [Bengal
Judicial Criminal Progs; 6 Dec, 1831 ; No.49.
Letter from the Commissioner of Circuit, 14th
Division, 28 Nov, 1831 ; Para 9]. ey B
foga wapsitad eistaws @1 g ‘a striking
instance of the influence which a religions tea-
cher can acquire over an utterly rude and uni-
formed people’ [Bengal Judicial Criminal
Progs; 3 April 1832; No. 5. Letter from
Colvin, Offg. Joint Magistrate at Barasat to
the Commissioner of Circuit, 18th Division, 8
March, 1832 ; Pura 21]. w¢if§ SitR{=wag @el-
w1 w9 wwtE @l gowg ¢ ‘Doubtless, the
object of the leaders was pillage, but their ins-
truments were ignorant ryotts with whom their
word was a law' [Bengal Judicial Criminal
Progs ; 30 April 1839 ; No. 68 ; Letter from
Joint Magistrate. Faridpur, 16 April, 1839 ;
Para 8]. wIfE el «fAIgRE 1979 A ag T
el 1 @ g7 fae sed awar: ‘His son
Doodoomeah, now the acknowledged chief...
in conjunction with other Mollahs, doubtless
with a view of obtaining plunder, but under
the plea of religious zeal, exhorted their
followers to use every means to make converts
to their creed...’ [Bengal Judicial Criminal
Progs ; 30 April, 1839, No. 69 ; Letter from
Joint Magistrate of Faridpur, 17 April 1839 ;
Para 3), c4neqid fiteetare wgeT @i 1o%
S @ FE Z e wfeTe : ‘In
September 1874, one Bhagrut Manjhee...
appeared in the subdivision of Godda, and
having gained an ascendancy over the minds
of the people by persuading them that they
owed the relicf afforded them by Government
during the scarcity [1873-74] to his influence,
proceeded to turn his power to account by pro-
moting a religious movement in the direction
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of Hindooism’ [Bengal Judicial Proceedings,
March 1875, file 40-88 ; Note by the Bhagal-
pur Commissioner, 9 March 1875 ; Para 3].

b YT A, SAST FEE [AwiE e
AfstlEs Arats : Bafs wei ( Ffrre,
33k, TOIR TEG ), 7 923

». Rangjit Guha (ed): Subaltern Studies,
1I, (Oxford University Press, Delhi, 1983);
‘The Prose of Counter Insurgency' &% oy |

Yoo @ FHHTE @ SAUF AT A(TAIGT) T LAE—
Section .y 323y |

3. FrEEAT AHATHIE, A4 (FAAT 3 (AF (TR
Tl (wfotel, sosz ), TEW A9, 7 0s5-53 |
ey witwatem S ool ewifie
@A A redl Ak | wefud-g i ity
Sifvgar [« Atga ] EAgE Q2 Gein F-
FAA ACE AWCENTI TFR T 9GSy [T
w9 e ¢ ‘=i @ty 3f7, AfrgEl @ @ v
% 22| TeT Teq wiqe wRuery, TR wAT w
R i Mg W ia g 2R |

s3. fRgdiata smets, fegia, (o awte,
3908 ) | o AR AwIifre ‘duw fatid e
(wfazgtel, sabs ) FifF agh wafz |

so. FyAIY wfew, awim sl (giwis,
sos3, faely awad ) | Afaw fega ‘Aniala aig-
e i oafs wases wifew, Yuime @y
AT e wfsge Foared |

8. Abhijit Dutta, Muslim Society in Transi-
tion : Titu Mirs Revolt (1831), (Minerva,
Calcutta, 1986) Wa fogq WICHEFAF AR
‘primarily an intolerant puritanical movement
to propagate true Islam for which they were
ready to unleash the satanic forces of commu-
nal violence'. [p. 116]

se. @ d qaxfd Ffaty Stz ‘Wahabi and
Farazi Rebels of Bengal (P.P. H, New Delhi,
1982) 9Brs witalsal 3T ; Ch. 4, 9 seo-son

S, GIT

44 '@ {10y FAT AF I, Sr8-33e

39. ‘It was a peasant rising in a religious
garb’ (% ¢2) | ‘In form it was a movement for
radical religions reform. In content it was
indeed a peasant movement bearing a class
character’ ( # ¢3 )

st-. ‘The Farazi movement was essentially
an agrarian movement, though the demands
were carefully dressed up in religious catch-
words’, (% 3e)

y». ‘It was the only language that the
peasants would then comprehend” (9 s3¢ )

3o, ‘The movement originated at a time
when the social forces were still immature...
It was a time when society was on its feudal
legs, when religion played an important part
in the moulding of man and society” ( % 32 )

3. ‘The Farazi actions were not the mani-
festations of a conscious movement against
the Zamindari System. These were spon-
tancous actions of an infuriated peasantry
belonging to a particular sect of the Muslim
community’ ( % 3t )

23, ‘rough-hewn ideology’

9. R. H. Hilton, ‘Peasant Socicty, Peasant
Moyements and Feudalism in Medieval
Europe”, in Henry A. Landsberger (ed) Rural
Protest ; Peasant Movemetts and Social Change
(London, 1974). fzwg firsta Sgferasr : ‘No .
study of heretical movements. which are
supported by masses of poor people in towns
and country will get far if the heresies con-
cerned are treated as changing currents of
thought and feeling about the purposes of
religion in isolation from a social context. On
the other hand, it is insufficient to treat such
heresies as if the beliefs proclaimed were
simply a more or less consciously assumed
expression of social and political aims thinly

2



disguised in theological terms’. % v

8. Emmanuel Le Roy ‘Laduric, The Pea-
sants of Languedoc (University of Tllinois
Press, 1976). ‘Huguenot concepts which were
purely religious in origin and principle
became charged in transit—in the process of
‘penetrating the masses’—with an active force,
an aflective and revolutionary potential'.
LB

. @ fam @9 faerge oAl @ Ernst
Troeltsch<az The Social Teaching of the
Christan Churches (London, 1931 ; 2 vols)-ag
et @1 @ Rerdy w3 T2y Kenneth
Thompson & Jeremy Tunstall (eds) : Sociolo-
gical Perspectives (Penguins,1971) ; Part Four:
‘Belief : 5j ©33-04

2o, 78 T AtvEeiiET Ay ‘ideology’x
xR, R 3w TE «@fe wwI
% SieAsat Fraen At priciET Sta ‘More On
Modes of Power and the Peasantry’ foac% |
(Ranajit Guha ed. Subaltern Studies, 11,0.U.P.,
1983). 5 wor-080. B3 T @51 17 T wafe:
¢...The same set of ethical norms or religious
practices which justify existing relations of
domination also contain, in a single dialectical

unity, the justification for legitimate revolt.
SHESt e araeA ‘this inherent contradic-
toriness of established ideologies in feudal
society’ (7 o)

21. Reynaldo Clemena Ileto, Pasyon and
Revolution : Popular M s in the Phili-
ppines, 1840-1910 (Atenco de Manila Univer-
sity Press, Quezon city, Metro Manila, 1979)
@3 @351 134 e Eleto frfasiga st T
qrlafee TeatiE o1 RSt axd wEE i
®red TECEA ; C...like other regions of South-
cast Asia which ‘domesticated’ Hindu,
Buddhist, Confucian and Islamic influences,
the Philippines, despite the fact that Catholi-
cism was more often than not imposed on it
by Spanish missionaries, creatively evolved
its own brand of Christanity from which was
drawn much of the language of anti-colonia-
lism in the late nineteenth century’. 7 se¢ Sec-
tion : ‘The Pasyon and the Masses’, far=gsita
BRI ¢ 7 e

3. Norman Cohn, Pursuit of the Millen-
nium (0.U.P., New York, 1976) ‘Foreward’ to
the Third Edition.
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The sati or burning of the widows was

stopped by Bentinck-:- but nothing had

been done to stop polygamy and child

marriage...the widows suffered miserably.?
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¢The pathetic tales of woes and sufferings

of the kulin girls left the society un-
moved."?
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Pandit Ishwar Chandra Bidyasagar opened
forty female schools, secured an attendance
of more than 1300 girls of good caste, and
soon found himself liable for between three
and four thousands rupees.”
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Special aid solicited to a number of female
schools got up by Pandit Ishwar Chander
Sarma. Aid refused by Supreme Government.
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The best aided girls school in my division
is at Beersingha, the home of Babu Eshur
Chunder Bidyasagar, whose daughter is the
most forward girl I have met with in any of
the aided schools.®
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If I know certainly that but one little girl
would be saved from the horrors of Brahma-
charyya by the passing of this act, I will pass
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The coolins marry solely for money and
with no intention to fulfil any of the duties
which marriage involves. The women who
are thus nominally married without the hope
of ever enjoying the happiness which marriage
is calculated to confer particularly or them,
cither pine away for want of objects on which
to place the affections which spontaneously
arise in the heart or are betrayed by the vio-
lence of their passions and their defective
cducation into immorality.>*
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Parents murdered their infant daughters
either because they could not afford their
marriage expenditure or because they foresaw
difficulties in marrying their suitably.>®
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In 1860 the Legislative Council raised
the age of consent for married and unmarried
girls to ten by an act, largely due to the
action of Iswar Chandra Vidyasagar.” [Suresh
Ch. Ghosh, Dalhousie in India. page 55]
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The protection which the bill proposes to
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give to child wives is very small. In the
majority of cases the first occurence of the
menses is from 12 to 15. By fixing the age of
consent at 12, it not only leaves unprotected
girls above that age, but seems to offer an
invitation and encouragement to husbands to
consummate marriage as soon as the wives are
12. I cannot approve of a measure which tends
to license the torturing of wives after they have
attained the age of 12.

Though on these grounds T cannot support
the bill, as it is, I should like the measure to
be so framed as to give something like an
adequate protection to child wives without in
any way conflicting with any religious usage.
I would propose that it should.be an offence
for a man to consummate marriage before his
wife has had her first menses.
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For otherwise is the case with the question
of the re-marriage of Hindu widows. I am
afraid, public opinion has not advanced to the
stage that is necessary or desirable. 4 future
Vidyasagar is needed to sound the decath knell
of a usage that has darkened many a hindu
home and has blasted the life of many a hindu
widow.
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