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An Acre of Green Grass: a Review of Modern

Bengali Literature—Buddhadeva Bose,
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two popular versions...two Rabin-

dranaths  Made  Easy, one in

prose, and the other in verse,
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A Nature worshipper, but by no
means a platonist or pantheist ;
he is rather a pagan who loves
the things of nature sensuously,
not as tokens or symbols nor as
patterns of perfection, but simply
because they are what they are.
Not content with mere secing, he
must possess nature through the
more savage senses of touch and
smell.
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Rabindranath, a tireless traveller
as in spirit inalien-
s works, of the

ably Benga
world in spirit, is in body cntire-
Iy Bengali. (p. 61).
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It has been my endeavour to
emphasize the individual nature
of ecach rather than present our
poets as belonging to a group or
groups, or to the same age which,
after all, is accidental.
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steadily to its purpose.
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working after effect ;- everywhere
there are signs of the work of an

moves
There is
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artist whose hand falters not as
he  chisels out his lines  with
classic grace. The force that
moves  the whole with  emotion,
and ¢ to it its subtle I, is
the mystic form of Eastern
thought  that clearly shows the
new forms that lie ready for ins-
piring a new school of fiction
with  fresh  life.  Outside  the
Marriage de Loti there is nothing
comparable to the Kopalakundala
in the history of Western fiction,
although the novelist himself, and
many of his native admirers, see
grounds for comparing the works
of Bankim with those of Sir Wal-
ter Scott, probably because they
are_outwardly historical,
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I hear the tinkle of the temple-
bells along the ghats of Benares,
the v of women as they sing
their sacred songs crossing the
noble river in the boats at sunsct
and T sit once more with the
auslere Sunyasin friends 1 shall
never see more.
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It was a curious coincidence that
just when monastic  depravity,
amid other causes, produced the
Reformation  of ~ Martin Luther,
there was born in Nadiya in Ben-
gal the  Vaishnava  reformer
Chaitanya.
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