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The peoplc of Calcutta who speak the Gour dialect of the
Bengalese, although confounded by the natives of Western Hindostan
with the Bengalese, take in their turn the trouble to ridicule the in-
habitants of Dacca, who are the proper Bengalese; and Calcutta being
now- the capital, the men of rank at Dacca are becoming ashamed of
their provincial accent, and endeavour to imitate the Baboos. . .of the
* modern metropolis. (Description of Hindostan, Vol. 1, p. 186)
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“The ridicule and scorn with which the Gunga-dwelling Ryot
looks upon his Dacca and Jessore brethren are much like [those] with
which the Northumbrian boor is treated by the peasant of Middlesex.
The so-called elite who by their supreme good luck are washed into
civilisation by the waters of. the holy stream sneeringly point at the
huge donkeyishness of the chillieaters who are swelled into jug-bellied
beauties by perpetual enlargement of the spleen and who talk a loath-
some jargon of OYS and AYEEBOs. Nor is this egotistical leer utterly
unfounded.. . it arises partly also from the rather outlandish rudeness,
the grosser superstition and the deeper ignorance that still brood over
Eastern Bengal. That superstition is mainly attributable to non-
intercommunication between one tract and the more enlightened parts.
The non-conducting medium of bad roads and no roads insulates
western civilisation to a few miles around Calcutta. (italics is mine)
Selections from the Writings of Grish Chunder Ghose, ed., M. N.
Ghose, p. 240.) |
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—This impulsion, once received, sets the mind off on a road where
it finds both the information it had gathered and other details as
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