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The Testament of Adolf Hitler: The Hitler-Borman Documents.
Cassell. London. 8s.
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The Law. By Roger Vailland. Translated from the French by
Peter Wiles. Penguin. 4s.

The Sovereigns. By Roger Vailland. Translated from the French
by Peter Wiles. Jonathan Cape. London. 13s 6d.
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People and Life. By Ilya Ehrenburg. MaCgibon & Kee. London. 25s.
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I have long wanted to write about some people I have met during
my life, some of the events I have perticipated in or seen ; but more
than once I have put off the task: either circumstances were against
it or I was overcome by doubts wheather I could re-create the image
of a man, a picture faded with years, wheather I could rely on my
mcmox'y.
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He sometimes painted nudes, but most of his works were
portraits. He created a multitudes of people: their sadness their
frozen immobility, their hunted tenderness, their air of doom move
the gallery visitors.

It may be that some zealots of realism will say that Modigliani
played tricks with nature, that the women he painted have too
elongated neck and arms. As if a painting were an anatomical
drawing! Do not thoughts emotions passions alter the proportions?
Modigliani was not a remote observer: he did not contemplate
people from a distance, but lived with them. These are the portraits
who loved longed and suffered ; ... .
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...... I sometimes met Yuly Martov, the wellknown Menshevik,
a gentle and attractive man of the utmost integrity.... He was
wretchedly unhappy over the collapse of the Second International ;
he coughed, went about in a threadbare overcoat, shivered with cold
and like Lipinski—tried to convince me—though in reality he was
convincing himself.
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‘In search of truth men make two steps forward and one step
back but the desire for truth and stubborn will drive them forwards
and who knows? Perhaps their boat will sail to the real truth:’
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To-day far continents have become a suburb. Even the moon
has somehow come nearer. But for all that the past has not lost its
power, and if within a life time a man changes his skin an infinite
number of times—almost as often as his suits—still he does not
change his heart ; he has but one.
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