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“A measure which tends to throw the farming of lands into the
hands of Euroepean must independently of every other consideration,
be attended with difficulties prejudicial to the Company’s revenues
(Ttalics mine—S.T.). The mode of collection in this country must
at once be rigid, regular and summary. The natives have at all times
been subject to decisions of the Dewan, or of the courts instituted
by his authority. If British subjects, or their servants are permitted
to rent farms, there will be no way of recovering any arrears or
balances due from them to the Company, but by instituting suits
against the parties in the Supreme Court of Judicature (Italics mine
o b It appears to me that, under such a system, the
revenues could not be realised, the collections would universally
fail, and in the end our possession of the country would be very
precarious.”
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“It is very obvious, that within the last ten or twelve years, a
considerable alteration has taken place in the manners of the people.
This alteration is the natural consequence of a greater degree of
intimacy with Europeans than they were formerly admitted to.
They have since found out that we are not wholly destitute
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of weaknesses and vices, and that Europeans like all others, are open
to temptation. The respect they entertained for us as individuals,
or @8 a nation is diminished, and they now consider themselves upon
a more equal footing.” (Italics mine—S. T.).
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“If the proposed (Free trade) scheme were adopted, multitude
of Europeans would flock into the interior parts of the country ; they
would naturally possess themselves of the seats of manufactures
abandoned by the Company (Italics mine—S.T.), eager competition
must immediately arise, enhanced prices and debased fabrics follow.
The weavers would receive advances from all (Italics mine—S.T.),
each would be ready to take redress into his own hands; dispute
between merchants, as well as between them and the manufacturers
would be inevitable ; and the country then in all probability, become
a scene of confusion and disorder . . . . . How far a salutary free-
dom and extension of commerce would be promoted by :uch means,
it cannot be hard to determine.”
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“A few weeks ago there was a mecting held in the Town Hall,
for the purpose of pctiﬁoning Parliament to equalize the rates qf
duty on the sugar exported from the West Indies and f_rom tll.ls
country, and to allow British-born subjects unrestricted residence in
India. When after a free and lengthened discussion, several resolu-
tions were proposed and passed, a clergyman, whose ruling passion
is only contention and quarrelling, instead of opposing zmy.of the
objects of the meeting openly, expressed to a native acquaintance
his entire disapprobation of the last mentioned object and has' since,
I understand, persuaded him and some others tl1roush him, to
present a counter-petition, which is now under preparation by the
Reverend Gentleman.

From what our native friends heard from that Minister of the
gospel, they have formed the opinion, that the ultimate object t_)f
that prayer was to displace the native landholders from their
respective estates by allowing Europeans to possess the landed
property in the country, and to make a general effort, thfough the
vast number of European residents, to convert the Hindoos to
Christianity. 2 !

Under this impression, they have drawn up a sketch of their
intended counter-petition, and given the same to the Revd. Gcr.u'lc-
man to revise it, and to suggest any further agreements that might
give weight to the counter-petition, but being advocatcs. for a bad
cause, they have not yet been able to come to a conclusion.

Both in their conversation and writings, they generally refer
to the alleged disadvantages and injuries resulting from indigo plan-
tations throughout the country by European gentlemen, and m‘:lke
attempts to give the public to understand, that Europeans having
already occupied a great portion of land productive of.pz\fldy etc., for
the plantation of indigo, the scarcity of rice, the principle food of
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the native population, is severely felt and consequently the lower
classes have been involved in great distress and trouble from the
want of the necessaries of life.

It is however wellknown to every one, who has an estate in the
country, and personally conduct the affairs of his zamindary, to
what great degree waste lands have been cultivated in consequence
of indigo plantation and how comfortably the lower classes are
spending their days from the dispersion of money throughout the
country by the indigo planters. Those peasants who were in former
times forced by their Zemindars to labour for them without any
remuneration or for the gift of a small quatnity of rice, are now
enjoying some freedom and comfort under the protection of indigo
planters, each receiving for his labour, a salary of about four rupees
per month from these planters of indigo, and many persons of
middle rank, who know not how to maintain themselves and their
families, being employed as Sirkars etc., under these ingido planters
at a higher salary, remain no longer wvictims to the whims of
Zamindars and great banyahs (Italics mine—S. T.).

From these circumstances, it can be justly inferred, that should
the unrestricted residence of European gentlemen be permitted, and
thereby a great number of Europeans become permanent settlers
in different parts of the country to carry on plantation, commerce,
etc,, the condition of the lower and middle classes would certainly
be more improved and the soils better laid out, a circumstance the
apprehension of which is mortifying to the self-interested land-
holders, who are eagerly desirous to trample down the lower and
middle classes within their respective circles. (Italics mine—S. T.).

From a reference to the reports made from time to time to
Government by its inquisitive judgcs, the cruel behaviour of the
Zamindars towards their ryots, will be satisfactorily proved (Italics
mine—S. T.). Besides several landholders, who did not or very
seldom visit their respective zamindaries, placing confidence in their
managers and stewards, allow them entire power over the cultiva-
tion ; but the managers generally abuse the trust placed in them,
and grievously oppress the ryots for their own advantage. They
ultimately compel many of the cultivators through extortion to fly
to other villages, lcaving their huts unoccupied and soils totally
waste. The false excuse which they offer to their masters is that
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owing to the tyranny exercised by indigo planters, the revenue is
reduced and cultivation diminished, ‘and thereby they keep their
masters in darkness.

Under these circumstances, I hope I shall be justified when I
say, that whosoever is inclined to oppose the diffusion of k110\\'lecﬂgc
among the natives by the British Government of India, and by many
privatc individuals, among Europeans, or whosoever is disposed to
oppose the unrestricted residence of Europeans in this country,
provided certain changes shall at the same time be introduced into
the system of administering jusdce, is an enemy of the natives and
to their rising and future generations.

A Landholder.
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“To the Honourable the Commons of the United Kingdom of
Great Britain and Ireland in Parliament Assembled,
The humble petition of the Zamindars,
Talookdars or Landholders of Bengal.
Sheweth, that your petitioners are cxcccding[y aggrieved at
learning that the British inhabitants of Calcutta has transmitted a
petition to be presented to your Honourable House, praying, among
other things, for abolishing all the restrictions on the resort of
British subjects to, and on their residence in India, in consequence
of which your petitioners beg leave respectfully to lay before parlia-
ment their grievances for consideration and redress.
That your petitioners are under great alarm, and humbly
v
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declare, that if Europeans (who are not subject to the jurisdiction
of the country courts), be allowed to settle in Hindustan, without
any restriction, they would spread all over the country and injure
the stability of this empire ; for which reason the local government
in India was pleased to pass Regulation 38 of 1798, directing that
“No European, of whatever nation or description, shall purchase,
rent, or occupy, directly or indirectly, any land out of the limit of
the town of Calcutta, without the sanction of the Governor-General
in Council, and all persons now so holding land beyond the limits
of Calcutta, without having obtained such permission in opposition
to the repeated prohibitions of government, or who may hereafter
so purchase, rent, or occupy land, shall be liable to be disposscssed
of the land, at the discretion of the Governor-General in Council,
nor shall they be entitled to any indemnification for buildings which
they may have erected, or other account.

That in the districts where the indigo-planters and others have
in a manner settled themselves, the people are more injured and
distressed than in other parts of the country, in consequence of such
indigo-planters taking possession of land by force, sowing indigo by
destroying rice-plant (which is the cause of diminution in the pro-
duce of rice, and dearth of the articles of consumption), detaining
cattle of, and extorting money from, poor individuals, whose frequent
complaints induced the Indian government to pass Regulation 6,
1823 ; nevertheless, if they be permitted to hold any zemindary, or
landed property here, the native zemindars and their ryots must be
unavoidably ruined (Italics mine—S. T.).

That the natives of India, particularly those whose ranks or
superiority of caste, according to the usuage of their tribe or religion,
prevents them from going to other destinations of the globe for
employment, and from doing any menial duty, work, or trade, have
no means of supporting their rank, nor of obtaining any public
situation in their native country, the only office of dewan which was
left for them, has since been abolished, in consequence of which
they have no other means to subsist on than their landed property,
which is neither absolutely secure, owing to the enforcement of
several regulations of government, especially of the Regulation 1 of
1818, II of 1819, and XI of 1825. Under these circumstances should
their real estate, (which is subject to Public sale for the recovery of
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arrears of revenue etc)) be allowed to be purchased by foreigners,
they would inevitably labour under great distress and difficulty for
the necessaries of life and for the preservation of their rank and
character.

Your petitioners, therefore, most humbly entreat, that the well-
known justice of Your Honourable House will kindly be pleased to
pay due attention to this their first supplication, and reject the last
prayer in the petition of the British subjects above alluded to, which
would greatly affect your petitioners’ interests and the prosperity of
British India, or grant them such other relief as the wisdom of
parliament may deem meet and expedient.”
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“Several of the wise natives have been advised by the Rev. —
to present a counter-petition against the former one ; and it is now
in the hands of the Rev. gentleman.”

T3 TR WA e A arel @l B a7 efeIw Fe
A T R TR 1 T AT A SawEoT EAneed
AR e A AW AR e ek T @ A iy e | o’ 7
mmmmaﬁwmmmmumfsﬁmw
T ropt TR B Svoo AWTEE ST SRR Wi ‘E, A"
AT A e
To1of6 wg, =

To The Editor of the John Bull
My dear Bull,

The ignorance, and at the same time the self-complacency,
displayed by the liberals of Calcutta on every subject that they take
in hand, is really, to a looker-on, knowing something of the real
state of affairs, most disgusting. The Editor of the India Gazette
in a very lengthy article published in that paper on Monday last
the 11th instant, has entered into a long defence of the Blues, and
a disquisition on affairs in the interior, that will be laughed to scorn
by every man who has ever been beyond the Mahratta Ditch, or
taken a further -excursion into the Mofussul, than Tettighar or
Barrackpoor—and no body of men will enjoy it more, I believe,
than the indigo-planters themselves. It is in short, my dear Bull—
Humbug, and a display of ignorance from beginning to end. First
—*Indigo Planters are an object of suspicion to the government”!!!
Second—"Indigo-planters are regarded by the community as tyrants
and oppressors!”  Third—"No oppression has ever been established
against them!! Fourth.—*“An indigo-planter may have occasionally
flogged a coolie without sufficient cause”!!! Fifth. “We challenge
proof of their tyranny.” Sixth—“The share indigo-planters have in
disturbances is more nominal than real.” Seventh.—“The planters

~
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are involved almost invariably without their knowledge.” Ninth—
“What is so common as the attendance for months and even
years of witnesses at a mofussul court before an ordinary case is
decided?”!!! Tenth—"“But for planters, the Zemindars’ estates
would be sold, or remain in the hands of Government.”  Now all
the above ten passages taken indiscriminately from two columns
of matter, shew most abundantly the absolute ignorance and folly
of the writer, be he who he may ;—and now to the pmof—First——
when were the indigo-planters objects of suspicion to the Govern-
ment? Never. Second—"Who states that the indigo planters (taken
as a body) are tyrants and oppressors? No one. "Third—“No oppres-
sion has ever been established against them.” This is untrue. T
will not allude to more recent cases, but I will take printed parlia-
mentary papers. I find a Mr. Douglas in Zillah Sarun, convicted by
the Supreme Court, fined 1000 rupees and sentenced to 12 months
imprisonment for a violent affray attended with arson—I find a
Mr. Clarke in Zillah Purneah fined 400 rupees and sentenced to 12
months imprisonment for killing a ryot. I find a Mr. Fichburne
found guilty of manslaughter, fined 400 rupees and imprisoncd 12
months for killing a Gomasta: and I find the same Mr. Fichburne
found again guilty of a most wanton and aggravated assault on a
native and fined 100 and imprisoned 12 months: I say therefore
in contradiction to the Editor of the India Gazette—that oppression
has been established against them. Fourth—"A coolic may be
flogged without sufficient cause”. Coolies feel I believe as much as
other men, and I will thank the Editor of the India Gazette to tell
me what he deems a sufficient cause, to warrant or authorize and
indigo planter flogging even a coolie. Fifth.—The Challenge I have
answered, and shewn above a few instances of their tyranny. Sixth.
—_“The share the Blues have in disturbances is more nominal than
real” The Blues will tell the Editor that they have “more talent”
amongst them than to interfere unnecessarily in disturbances
“Who in quarrels interferc”
“Must often wipe a bloody nose.”

Seventh—“The Zamindrs sows the lands for the planters.” T
fancy the Blues would be very glad to find that the case. My
reading is, “the Zemindars often cut the weed for the planters.” The
Eighth.—Humbug is the assertion that “the planters are invariably
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involved without their knowledge.” Poor fellows.!! The only way
I believe they are involved without their knowledge is in the Books
of the “White Baboos” in Calcutta. Ninth.—“Witnesses attend for
years”—Oh, for centuries. There is a witness now in attendance at
Banglipore, who was there in the time of Warren Hastings and the
poor fellow has not been examined yet. Tenth.—“The planters pay
all the Government revenues.” What kindhearted fellows! There
are on an average perhaps three planters in every district throughout
India and these good-tergpcred fellows, support the government,
and pay twenty two or twenty three crores of rupees every year to keep
the Government afloat, which money is sent up to them by the
“Liberal white Baboos” from Calcutta ; all of whom are thick and
thin Government men!!! Was there ever such nonsense—such
humbug, in this world—and then again “British Skill"—“British
Capital”—"British Industry.” What is “British Skill?” Why, it is
displayed in skillfully humbugging the natives, out of as much
money as they can—What is “British Capital?>—why, coming to
India without one rupee, sctting up a House of Agency and borrow-
ing money right and left—What is “British Industry?” Why, living
in the finest houses in the place, driving the handsomest cequipages,
drinking Lal Shrab and Simkin and writing impudent letters to the
Poor Blues.
Your obediently
Veritas.
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To the Editor of the John Bull
Sir,

In your paper of the 25th ultimo, you have favoured us with
a draft Petition to Parliament of the Zemindars, Talookdars and
other influential natives in Calcutta against Colonization: and
although the measure itself is of very doubtful consequence to both
Europeans and Natives, if it is to be opposed, it would be desirable
to see it done by more candid statements than those made use of by
the Native gentlemen, etc.

In the third paragraph it is stated. .

“That in the districts where the Indigo Planters and others have
in a manner settled themselves, the peoplc are more injured and
distressed than in other parts of the country, in consequence of such
Indigo Planters taking posscssion of land by force, sowing indigo by
destroying rice-plant (which is the cause of dimunition in the produce
of rice, and dearth of the articles of consumption), detaining cattle
of, and extorting money from, poor individuals, whose frequent com-
plaims induced the Indian government to pass Regulation 6, 1823 ;
nevertheless, if they be permittted to hold any Zemindary, or landed
property here, the native Zemindars and their ryots must be un-
avoidably ruined.”

Now admitting that the Natives are oppressed by the Indigo
Planters it is evidently not in the manner here described as the
merest Tyro in the agriculture of this country must be aware that
indigo will not grow on paddy lands and thus if there is a scarcity
and dearth of rice as asserted by the native gentlemen, it is more
likely to be caused by the increased commerce of the country, than
by the oppression of the Indigo Planters.

It is rather startling to observe Regulation 6 of 1823, lugged in
as a proof that natives require the particular protection of Govern-
ment from the oppression of Indigo Planters when the fact is that
this very Regulation was framed to assist the Planters against the
duplicity of the ryot, by giving them—the Planters—a lien in the
crop, and several advantages in prosecuting not possessed before,

It is a wellknown fact that, in the districts where “Indigo
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Planters have in a manner settled themselves” the price of labour
has been double within the last 15 years, and the rent of land nearly
in the same proportion. If there are proofs of increasing poverty in
the state or the subject, they are entirely overlooked by every writer,
who has hitherto endeavoured to enlighten us on the subject of
Political Economy etc., etc.

BEN Block I. P.
Jungle Barru
3rd August, 1828. -

« ToTsion wemH e AT AT @R ARRE W0y o —

“We are not quite such marines as our correspondent seems to
take us for. We know, on the best authority that the Indigo Planters’
assistant, who caught the beating so much spoken of in the papers
some time ago, came by it from his being mistaken for a Planter,
who had done the very thing complained of in the Petition, viz.,
seized on p:u.ldy lands, to grow his indigo on. See also Bishop
Heber's journal on the subject.—Editor.
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“We hear much of what the English manufacturer is to gain
by subverting the Company’s monopoly. The immense market over
which he is to distribute the produce of his industry forms a constant
and cunning argument with the anti-monopolists. But let us see
what the native facturer is to lose. This is even now no problemati-
cal matter. Small as is the extent to which the trade between the
two countries has been increased, it has been attended with many
very ruinous consequences to the native manufacturer. It will be
seen, that the greatest imports from England into India is in cotton
goods, so far as native consumption is concerned, almost the only
article taken. The advantages of the machinery possessed by
England, enable her to manufacture these goods, and with all the
expenses of freight and insurance on the raw material first, and the
wrought goods afterwards, to undersell the native weaver in his own
market. Thousands of native weavers have already, as we all know,
been thrown out of employment, and consequently distressed and
impoverished by the competition—and may we not in a question of
this kind plead their cause as at least as worthy of attention as that

Sove] saed frest-favm @ AR Ju¢

of the Free traders of England.”
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“Thousands of native weavers have already, as we all know,
been thrown out of employment, and consequently distressed and
impoverished by the competition.”
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“Though a desire to defend their exclusive privileges of trade,
at one period, have led the Company’s government to oppose itself
to Europeans proceeding to India, (Italics mine—S. T.) nothing can
be more groundless than the accusation recently made against the
Court of Directors of having, from an illiberal and short-sighted
policy, endeavoured to prevent, by prohibitions and restraints, the
settlement of Englishmen in that country. They have on the con-
trary, permitted their settlement as far as it was compatible with the
welfare of the settlers, the interests of their native subjects and the
peace and prosperity of the empire. (Italics mine—S. T.).

by
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15 - facts don’t exist until man puts into them something
of his own, some measure of his own wilful, human genius—of fairy
tale, of myth. (339 »z)

2. In his twelve years at school and college (he) had studied
the classics and scripture, legends and poets, history and natural
science, reading all these things as if they were the chronicles of his
house, his family tree. Now he was afraid of nothing, neither of
life nor of death ; evcrythmg in the world, each thing in it, was
named in his dictionary. He felt he was on an equal footing with
the universe . . . (yq 3)

3. Eversince his schooldays he had dreamed of writing a book
in prose, a book of impressions of life in which he would conceal,
like buried sticks of dynamite, the most striking things he had so
far seen and thought about. He was too young to write such a
book ; instead, he wrote poetry. He was like a painter who spent
his life making sketches for a big picture he had in mind. (vy 3)
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- (He) arrived in the Moscow streets dressed in a grey sheep
skin hat, puttees and a worn-out army great coat stripped of all its
buttons like a convict’s overall . . . (85 773)
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“There was something in common between events in the moral

and the physical world, between disturbances near and far, on earth
and in the sky . . . . (vqa ”3)
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“During this transformation the forest moves with a speed
greater than that of animals, for animals do not grow as fast as
plants ; yet this movement cannot be observed . . . . However much
we look at it we see it as motionless. And such also is the immobility
to our eyes of the eternally growing, ceaselessly changing life of
society, of history moving as invisibly in its incessant transforma-
tions as the forest in spring. Tolstoy thought of it just this way but
did not say it in so many words. While denying that history was
set in motion by Napoleon or anyother ruler or general he did not
carry his reasoning to its conclusion. History is not made by any-
one. You cannot make history; nor you can see history, anymore
than you can watch the gross growing . . . (s0v 7M3)!
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1. ‘T am jealous of Komarovsky, who will take you away from
me some day, just as certainly as death will someday separate us.’
(9vo 213) :

2. Yury felt that . . . he would inevitably lose her and with
her the will to live and perhaps life itself’ (o058 #13)

(@5aT eeteem— ‘Unarm, Eros, the long day'’s task is done, and we
must sleep.’)
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1. ‘It was not out of necessity, that they loved each other,
‘enslaved by passion’, as lovers are described. They loved cach other
because everything around them willed it, the trees and the clouds
and the sky over their heads and the earth under their fect (884 #3)

2. ‘Evcrything established, settled, everything to do with home
and order and the common round, has crumbled into dust and been
swept away in the general upheaval and reorganisation of the whole
society. The whole human way of life has been destroyed and
ruined. All that’s left is the bare, shivering human soul, stripped
to the last shred, the naked force of the human psychc for which
nothing has changed because it was cold and shivering and reaching
out to its nearest neighbour, as cold and lovely as itself. (oux #2)
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Eyes closed.
Hills. Clouds.
Rivers. Fords.
Years. Centuries.
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Dr. Zhivago By Boris Pastarnak, Collins, London. 2ls,

Selgctcd Poems of Gabriela Mistral. Translated by Langston Hughes.
Indiana University Press. Bloomington. $3.00.
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A son, a son, a son! I wanted a son of yours

and mine, in those distant days of burning bliss

when my bones would tremble at your Jeast murmur

and my brow would glow with a radiant mist.

I said a som, as a tree in spring

lifts its branches yearning toward the skies,

a son with innocent mien and anxious mouth,
and wondering, wide and Christ-like eyes.

His arms like a garland entwine around my neck,
the fertile river of my life is within him pent,
and from the depth of my being over all the hills
a sweet perfume spreads its gentle scent.
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Oh, no! How could God let the bud of my breasts go dry when
He himself so swelled my girth? I feel my breasts growing,
rising like water in a wide pool, noiselessly. And their
sponginess casts a shadow like a promise across my belly.
Who in all the valley could be poorer than I if my breasts
never grew moist?
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Like those jars that women put out to catch the dew of night,
I place my breasts before God: I give Him a new name, I call
Him the Filler, and I beg of him the abundant liquid of life.
Thirstily looking for it, will come my son.
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He kissed me and now I am someone else; . . . .
.. . Now my belly is as noble as my heart.
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Now I know why I have had twenty summers of sunshine
on my
head and it was given me to gather flowers in the field.
Why, I once asked myself on the most beautiful of days,
this wonderful gift of warm sun and cool grass?

Like the blue cluster, I took in light for the sweetness
I am to give forth. That which is deep within me comes
into being, drop by drop, from the wine of my veins.
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Husband, do not embrace me. You caused it to rise from the
depths of me like a water lily. Let me be like still water.
AT @8 OIR AFEE AMA o q s epiae IEE
AN T
I, so small, will
duplicate you on all the highways. I, so poor, will give
you other eyes, other lips, through which you may enjoy the
world ; 1, so frail, will split myself asunder for love's
sake like a broken jar, that the wine of life might flow.
Q¥ To7 o fem w2, 1 Zre srAie; AR
Do not roughly stir my
blood ; do not disturb my breathing.
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Now I am nothing but a veil ; all my body is a veil beneath
which a child sleeps.
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‘I believe the old Soobadar is dead ; I do not see his name in
the army list now,”
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‘For the opinions contained in the work, I am not responsible :
they are those of a Hindoo, not a Christian.’
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‘It would be well if all officers whose lot compels them to serve
with native troops were to study this life of the Soobadar.’
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Notes on Andre Gide By Roger Martin du Gard. Translated by
John Russell. Andre Deutsch. 9. 6d.
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His adventures into politics gives proof of his courage, and of
his natural generosity: but, also, of his frivolity . .. It was not
political conviction that led him to Communism, but the hope and
fervour of the evangelist. And it is as a disappointed evangelist
that he turned away from it (p. 80-81). ;

e simm-Taoerd ¢ fon leT W e o SRR e A
i B O e arem e | fevm Ty aan-aiees aE
stfgamsr T wfere 4G 0 T AT A, N6 @ 2P ST |

5



LU 12 i [anes

W?ﬁﬁ-ﬁwmfwwmmwaﬂ.mmmaﬁﬁ?
S| eRTE @ BT TR W Fen T wwE faee Aize
SiReER oies fiTe a, Suerer ow T skl o e ¢

Paris : Monday, February 19th, 1951.

It was exactly twenty past ten o'clock in the evening.

Since yesterday, I had not scen his eyelids open.

Not grief: a quite sadness, rather.

The calm of his ending was salutary: his renunciation, his
examplary submission to the laws of Nature—these things are
infectious.

We must be infinitely grateful to him for having known
how to die so very well.
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