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How was-it possible to doubt the social character of the mind
and to ignore the mental involvements of social behaviour? To
cogitate an abstract intellect without concrete persons who act in
given social situations is as absurd as to assume the opposite, a society
without such functions as communication, ideation, and evalua-
tion. (P. 34)
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. indeed, we do not hesitate to perceive thought matters in
categories derived from economics. One need not conceive econo-
mics as an allinclusive field, or share the bias of an economic
determinism, to realize that the most fundamental social categorics
were first elaborated in the field of economics. It is one of those
disciplines which were first to free themselves from theological con-
strictions . . . If there is to be a heirarchy of framework, that of
sociology is more inclusive than that of economics, and it proves so
particularly in its application to communicated ideas. This claim
does not contradict the observation . . . that economic relationships
in their entirety have a greater continuity than others, and that they
tend to set the pattern for human relationships in a variety of
spheres of interaction. One may well acknowledge this and still
insist that economic behaviour is but an aspect of social action.
(Pp. 52-53)
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The proletariat was the first group to attempt a consistently
sociological self-evaluation and to acquire a systematic class-con-
sclousness.

Social consciousness is no longer a privilege of the proletariat ;
we find it also in the upper classes, and it evolves more and more
in every discernible grouping . . . (P. 96)

The rise of the intelligentsia marks the last phase of the growth
of social consciousness. (P. 101)

The intelligentsia is an interstitial stratum and the proletarian
sociology, centred as it is around the concepts of class and party,
could not but assign to this classless aggregation the role of a satellite
of one or another of the existing classes and parties. (P. 104)
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s | qer— “The main purpose of this story is to appeal reader’s
.interest in a subject, which has been the theme of some of the
greatest writers', living and dead, but which has never been, and
can never be, exhausted, because it is a subject cternally interesting
to all mankind. There is one more book that depicts the struggle
of human creature, under those opposing influences of Good and
Evil, which we all have felt, which we all have known. It has been
my aim to make the character of ‘Magdalen', which personifies this
struggle, a pathetic character even in its perversity and its error.”

—Willkie Collins.
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