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PREFACE.
\ o

In.the present work the writer has attegnpted} to
placd. before his readers a brief but clear highory of the
people of India, their gradual progress in vilization,
their manners and customs in successive® periods of
history, their national life and thought and religion.
With “this object in view the writer has,—without
omitting or neglecting the political history of India,—
bestowed his chief attention to giving a clear narration
of the social and intellectual life of the people. Ile has
attempfed to impress on his readers a distinet picture
as it were of the civilization and manners of each dis-
tinet period, and to explain how and under what in-
fluences such civilization modified itself into the civili-
zation of the next succeeding period.

In attempting to make this the distructive feature
of his compilation, the writer has availed himself of the
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most recent and reliable sources of information illustra-
ting the manners and civilization of the Hindu people.
TFor his account of the primitive Aryans he 1s princi-
pally indebted to the scattered contributions of Max
Muller as well as to the researches of his own country-
men, the eminent Doctors K. M. Banerjea and*Rajen-
dra Tala Mitra. In depicting the ecivilization of the
Vedic period, Lie has mainly relied on Muir and Max
Muller, but hias occasionally borrowed his facts from
Colebrooke, Weber and other writers ou this period.
The great epics of India and the Institutes. of Manit
have been his principal guides in the next period,—
the period of the epies; and the invaluable Greek ac-
counts of the Ilindus have helped him to complete the
picture of these times. The sources of our knowledge
of the Budhistic period and the reigns of the royal
race of Chandragupta and Asoka are too welleknown ;
and the writer has attempted to compress this infor-
mation within a briet compass and to explain the real
character and effirts of the great religious revolution.
Tiastly, the Puranus themselves are the most faithiul
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authorities on the character of the Pauranik civilization,
while the invaluable accounts qof these times Ig¢ft by
Chinese travellers have helped the writer to perfget his
pictute of this period.

Mr. I@phinstone’s great work still remainstha best
and most ghpertial account of Musalman supremaey in
India, and™@s the principal authority on which the pre-
sent writer has relied for the political events of this
period. He has however, consistently with his plan,
supplemented his account of such events with chapters
on the condition and life and civilization of the people
during this period; and he has drawn his information
on these points from the records of intelligent contem-
poraneous writers like Abal Fazel and Bernier. In
depicting the national life of distinet races like the
Rajputs, the Mahrattas and the Sikhs he has borrowed
his facts from special works like those of Todd, Grant
Duff and Cunnigham. .

The writer’s account of the Knglish period 1s so
brief that he has not always considered it necessary to
consult authorities like Orme, Mill or Wilson, but has
satisfied himself with gleanig his facts mainly from
ordinary school-books like those of Murray and other
writers.

T conclusion the writer has only to add that it has
been his attempt to make his book an elementary one,
intended for use in Entrance schools and in middle
Engiish and Vernacular schools; and he has been
careful to explain his subject in a manner so that stu-
dents, preparing for minor or vernacular scholarship
examinations, may have no difficulty whatever in gras-
ping and comprehending it. It is his main object to
place in the hands of such young students, when first
entering upon a study of Indian history, a short and
easy work, telling in simple language the story of the
Indian people, their life, their manners and their civi-
lization, as developed modified or arrested by various
influences within the last four thousand years.
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